
U.S. HISTORY WEEK 6 GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

This week we will be discussing World War II, WWII.  Fascism and totalitarian governments 

grew in Europe, while the United States were determined to stay isolated from European affairs 

until the attack on Pearl Harbor forced them to join WWII.  This week you have two 

assignments and a free day to finish any missing work.  

Day One (2/8) 

Today, the reading goes over the causes of WWII.  Europe saw a growth of fascism and 

totalitarian governments.  Italy, Germany, and Japan all grew support for their movements and 

began taking over countries.  

 Read: World War II Causes 

Day Two (2/9) 

After World War I, the United States wanted to return back to a life of isolation.  Americans 

believed European affairs were European affairs and the United States had no business being in 

them; however, some did find a few reasons to join the war.  The push that forced the United 

States into war was the bombing of Pearl Harbor in Hawaii by the Japanese.  

 Read: U.S. Enters WWII 

 Assignment: Document Investigation 

Day Three (2/10) 

WWII was fought by many nations and in many nations just like World War I.  Germany, Italy, 

and Japan easily over took some nations throughout Europe and the Pacific as these nations 

decided to make term with their aggressor actions rather than fight them.  Nations were not 

standing together to fight against them instead they would often turn a blind eye to what they 

were doing until it was too late leading to the fall of many nations.  

 Read: Events of WWII 

 Assignment: World War II 

Day Four (2/11) 

 Missing Assignment Day 

o We are so glad you are a student at Floyd Schools.  

o Use this day to complete all missing assignments – these assignments should be 

on your progress report or call your teacher to check on missing work.  No other 

assignments in your classes today. 

Contact Information 

Email: ctrudo@floydbroncos.com  

Phone: (575)799-6588                       School Phone: (575)-478-2211 ext. 1020 
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This assignment you have two questions below the Critical Thinking heading on the first page, 
three under Analyze Historical Source heading on the second page, and two under Interpreting 
Maps on the third page. Answer each question in 1-4 sentences EXCEPT #1 under the Critical 
Thinking heading. This question write 1 paragraph, 3-5 sentences.  
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 Allies wanted to defeat Nazi before turning to Japan 

o United States had other plans still having Pacific Fleet’s submarines and aircraft carriers 

 Japan’s growth after Pearl Harbor 

o United States had to overcome grave losses 

o Encouraged Japan to continue their assault 

o Six months and Japan had an empire that dwarfed Hitler’s Third Reich 

o Japan conquered much of the Pacific surprising Allied forces 

 Hong Kong, French Indochina, Malaya, Burma, Thailand, parts of China, Dutch East 

Indies, Guam, Wake Island, Solomon Island, outpost in ocean 

 Japan advances in the Philippines 

o U.S. controlled the Philippines with small force of Filipino soldiers 

 Unequipped, untrained 

o Allied force retreated to Bataan Peninsula to create a defensive position against Japanese 

 Limited supplies & too risky to send supplies 

o Allied forces able to hold off Japan. Surrendered 4 months 

 Bataan Death March 

o Remaining soldiers were captured and forced to walk for five days & nights to prison camp 

 Journey to camp was rough- Little food or water, already starving 

 Beaten or shot for stepping out of line 

o At camp life was same with little food, water, or medicine 

 Few days after loss in Philippines, Allies raided Japanese cities 

o Doolittle’s Raid- 16 bombers, multiple Japanese cities, mainly affected emotions 

o Battle of the Coral Sea- 5-day battle and first to stop Japanese invasion  

o Battle of Midway- Japanese planned to lure U.S. into naval battle but U.S. decoded plan  

 Allies on Offensive 

o Guadalcanal 

 Allies wanted to win control back from Japan starting with Soloman Islands 

 Small victories on both sides as the fighting took place everywhere- land, sea, air 

 Japan abandoned it after 6 months 

 First land defeat 

o Island Hopping 

 Fight for strategy and less well-defended islands 

 Fought land, sea, and air 

 Navajo Code Talkers helped greatly with this plan as Japanese unable to decipher it  

o Battle of Leyte Gulf- return to Philippines and huge loss for Japan 

 500 planes, 3 battleships, 4 aircraft carriers, 13 cruisers, and many lives as they tried 

new strategy, kamikaze (suicide-plane attack) 

o Iwo Jima- well defended, strategic island 

 20,700 Japanese troops were entrenched in the island but only 200 survived 

 Perfect location for base  

o Battle for Okinawa 

 U.S. Marines invaded, 1,900 kamikaze attacks by Japanese 

 5,000 U.S. seaman died, 30 ships sank, over 300 damaged, U.S. lost 7,600 total 

 Japan lost 110,000 lives  
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Answer each question in 1-4 sentences. Note: the page number is just the location of the question.  
1. “What factors contributed to Americans’ growing isolationism after World War I?” (p. 509) 

2. Three Part Question: “What steps did world powers take after World war I to avoid future 
wars? Why?” (p. 516) What might have been some downfalls of the steps? 

3. “Do you think that the United States should have waited to be attacked before declaring 
war?” (p. 516) 

4. “Why did Stalin want the other Allied nations to open a second front? Why did Roosevelt 
and Churchill resist?” (p. 545)  
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5. “Why was the invasion of Normandy significant?” (p. 545) 

6. “What factors contributed to Japan’s series of rapid military victories following Pearl 
Harbor?” (p. 548) 

7. “Why was Okinawa a significant island in the war in the Pacific?” (p. 554) 

8. “What was the Bataan Death March? How do you think it affected the Allied war effort?”  (p. 554) 
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