
U.S. HISTORY WEEK 2.1 GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

Welcome Back!  This week we will be looking at the affect the Vietnam War had on the United 

States.  The Vietnam War was largely protested against creating a divide within the nation.  This 

week you will be looking at the events of the 1968 Democratic National Convention, music 

written about and during the Vietnam War, and the protests that took place.  You have three 

assignments this week and an extra-credit journal.  The journal entry is over the past year 

explaining your experiences and might be used in the yearbook.  Your assignments will have 

you analyzing the convention, music, and protests.  

Day One (3/22) 

• Extra-Credit Assignment: Journal Entry  

• Read: 1968 Democratic National Convention 

• Assignment: DNC Letter 

Day Two (3/23) 

• Read: Vietnam War Music 

• Assignment: Music of the Vietnam War 

Day Three (3/24) 

• Read: Vietnam War 

Day Four (3/25) 

• Read: Vietnam War  

• Assignment: Analyze Protest 

Contact Information 

Email: ctrudo@floydbroncos.com  

Phone: (575)799-6588 

School Phone: (575)-478-2211 ext. 1020 

  



 

Almost 1 year ago, New Mexico announced their first public health order prohibiting mass 

gatherings and temporarily shutting schools down for 3-weeks starting March 16. Write a 

journal entry describing your experience over the last year. This journal entry is worth 5 extra-

credit points that will go to an assignment and might be put into the yearbook.  
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Extra-Credit Assignment: Journal Entry 
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6. Infighting on the Convention Floor 
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8. Peace Plank Defeated 
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10. Sources 

The Democratic Convention of 1968 was held August 26-29 in Chicago, Illinois. As delegates 

flowed into the International Amphitheatre to nominate a Democratic Party presidential 

candidate, tens of thousands of protesters swarmed the streets to rally against the Vietnam 

War and the political status quo. By the time Vice President Herbert Humphrey received the 

presidential nomination, the strife within the Democratic Party was laid bare and the streets of 

Chicago had seen riots and bloodshed involving protesters, police and bystanders alike, 

radically changing America’s political and social landscape. 

Goal of Protestors at the 1968 Democratic Convention 

Though the 1968 protest at the Democratic National Convention were largely against 

the Vietnam War, the country was undergoing unrest on many fronts. The months leading up to 

the infamous 1968 Democratic Convention were turbulent: The brutal assassination of Martin 

Luther King, Jr. in April had left the country reeling, and although segregation had officially 

ended, racism and poverty continued to make life difficult for many blacks. 
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The Vietnam War was in its 13th year and the recent Tet Offensive had proved the conflict was 

far from over, as the draft sent more young men into the fray. It was only a matter of time 

before a showdown would take place between the government of President Lyndon B. 

Johnson and America’s war-weary citizens. 

By the time delegates arrived for the convention in Chicago, protests had been set in motion by 

members of the Youth International Party (yippies) and the National Mobilization Committee to 

End the War in Vietnam (MOBE), whose organizers included Rennie Davis and Tom Hayden. 

But Chicago’s Mayor Richard Daley had no intention of letting his city or the convention be 

overrun by protestors. The stage was set for an explosive face-off. 

A Divided Democratic Party 

The Democratic Party in 1968 was in crisis. President Johnson—despite being elected with a 

huge majority in 1964—was soon loathed by many of his peers and constituents due to his pro-

Vietnam War policies. 

In November 1967, a relatively unknown and unremarkable Minnesota senator named Eugene 

McCarthy announced his intent to challenge Johnson for the Democratic presidential 

nomination. In March 1968, McCarthy won 40 percent of the vote in the New 

Hampshire presidential primary, thereby validating his candidacy. 

A few days later, Senator Robert F. Kennedy abandoned his support for Johnson and entered 

the presidential fight. 

President Johnson saw the writing on the wall and, on March 31, told a stunned nation during a 

televised address that he would not seek reelection. The following month, Vice 

President Hubert Humphrey—backed by Johnson—announced his candidacy for the 

nomination, further dividing the Democratic Party. 

Humphrey focused on winning delegates in non-primary states, while Kennedy and McCarthy 

campaigned hard in primary states. Tragically, the race was turned upside down again when 

Robert Kennedy was assassinated after giving his victory speech following 

the California primary on June 4. 

Kennedy’s delegates were divided between McCarthy and dark-horse candidate 

Senator George McGovern, leaving Humphrey with more than enough votes to clench the 

Democratic presidential nomination, but also leaving the Democratic party in turmoil just 

weeks before their national convention. 

Pigasus 

Fed up with Democratic leadership’s penchant for war, yippies protesting at the 1968 

Democratic National Convention conceived their own solution: nominate a pig for president. 

Jerry Rubin and Abbie Hoffman came up with the idea, named their candidate “Pigasus the 

Immortal” and pledged, “They nominate a president and he eats the people. We nominate a 

president and the people eat him.” 
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Pigasus the Immortal’s presidential campaign may have been the shortest in recorded history. 

His chance to become leader of the free world ended abruptly when he, Rubin and other 

members of his campaign staff were arrested at his first press conference in front of the 

Chicago Convention Center. (Pigasus’s eventual fate remains unknown to this day.) 

Protestors Take Over Lincoln Park 

In July 1968, MOBE and yippie activists applied for permits to camp at Lincoln Park and hold 

rallies at the International Amphitheatre, Soldier Field and Grant Park. Hoping to dilute the 

protestors’ momentum, Mayor Daley approved only one permit to protest at the bandshell at 

Grant Park. 

About a week before the convention, despite not having permission, thousands of protestors—

many of them from out of state and from middle-class families—set up camp at Lincoln Park, 

about ten miles from the Amphitheatre. Expecting resistance, protest leaders organized self-

defense training sessions including karate and snake dancing. 

In the meantime, Democratic Party delegates began arriving in a Chicago that was rapidly 

approaching a state of siege: National Guardsmen and policemen met their planes. Their hotels 

were under heavy guard and the convention Amphitheatre was a virtual fortress. 

Violence at Lincoln Park 

Initially, Mayor Daley let the protestors remain in Lincoln Park. The day before the convention 

began, however, he ordered Chicago police to enforce the city’s 11:00 p.m. park curfew hoping 

that a show of force would clear out the protestors before the convention began. 

The mood at Lincoln Park was festive at first. There were impromptu yoga sessions, music, 

dancing and the general revelry that happens when like-minded people gather together to 

protest the establishment. But the mood turned tense as opening day of the convention 

approached and the police presence increased. 

Around 11:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 25, a couple thousand police officers wearing riot gear, 

helmets and gas masks lined up at Lincoln Park. Some threw tear gas into the crowd. 

Protestors scattered every which way and rushed out of the park, blindly falling over each other 

as the tear gas assaulted their eyes. The protest grew violent when the police attacked them 

with clubs and often didn’t stop when someone was subdued on the ground. 

Eyewitnesses report it was a scene of unrestrained bloodshed and chaos. Later, the police 

defended their actions by claiming the protestors shouldn’t have broken curfew or resisted 

arrest. 

According to Thomas Foran, the Chicago lawyer who would later prosecute protest leaders, 

many of the protestors were “spoiled brats who thought that they knew better than 

everybody…they were being encouraged to do things they shouldn’t do by these sophisticated 

guys whose idea was to shame the U.S. government.” 

Infighting on the Convention Floor 
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On Monday, August 26, the 1968 Democratic National Convention officially opened at the 

International Amphitheatre. Television cameras captured everything happening on the 

convention floor but were unable to live broadcast the demonstrations happening outside. 

Whether the news blackout was due to the electrical workers’ strike (as Mayor Daley claimed) 

or a deliberate attempt to prevent the public from learning about the citywide protests is 

unclear. 

Several states including Texas, North Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi and Alabama had multiple 

slates of delegates competing to be seated at the convention. Many took the battle to the 

convention floor. A racially diverse delegation from Texas was defeated. 

The convention soon became a battleground between anti-war supporters and Vice President 

Humphrey’s—and indirectly, President Johnson’s—supporters. On Tuesday night, when a 

promised televised prime-time debate on Vietnam was postponed until after midnight when 

most viewers would be asleep, the anti-war delegates made their fury known to the point that 

Mayor Daley had the convention adjourned for the night. 

National Guard Called Up 

By Tuesday evening, protestors had gathered at the Conrad Hilton Hotel where many of the 

delegates and candidates, including Humphrey and McCarthy, stayed. As tense police officers 

tried to maintain control, Mayor Daley sent in the National Guard to help. 

Protest leader Tom Hayden united the crowd by proclaiming, “Tomorrow is the day that this 

operation has been pointing for some time. We are going to gather here. We are going to make 

our way to the Amphitheatre by any means necessary.” 

On Wednesday, August 28, the promised televised Vietnam debate finally took place to 

determine if the Democrats would adopt a plank of peace or one of continued war. At the same 

time, MOBE convened their long-planned and highly anticipated anti-war rally at the bandshell 

at Grant Park. 

Up to fifteen thousand protestors gathered, much less than protest leaders had hoped for, and 

they were quickly surrounded by hundreds of police and National Guardsmen under orders to 

keep the protestors from reaching the Amphitheatre. 

Around 3:30 p.m. that afternoon, a teenage boy climbed a flagpole near the bandshell and 

lowered the American flag. The police moved in swiftly to arrest him as protestors rallied to his 

aid, assaulting the officers with rocks and food or whatever else they had on hand. 

Hoping to quell further violence, Davis reminded police that a legal protest permit had been 

obtained and requested that all police leave the park. In response, the officers moved in and 

beat Davis unconscious. 

The police beat protestors at will with clubs and fists. Despite the hostility, anti-violence protest 

leader David Dillinger still supported protesting peacefully. But all bets were off for Hayden, 

who feared mass arrests and worsening violence. He encouraged protestors to make for the 

streets in small groups and head back to the Hilton Hotel. 
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Peace Plank Defeated 

As things heated up in Grant Park, they also heated up on the convention floor. The peace plank 

was defeated, a huge blow to the peace delegates and millions of Americans who wanted the 

Vietnam War to end, and the delegates erupted into chaos. 

In the words of one delegate, “We were desolate. All of the work that we had done, all of the 

effort we had made had, it seemed to us, come to naught…our hearts were broken.” 

By nightfall, a standoff had ensued in front of the Hilton between thousands of angry protestors 

and thousands of police officers. No one knows who or what triggered the first blow, but soon 

police began clearing out the crowd, pummeling protestors (and innocent bystanders) with billy 

clubs and using so much tear gas that it reportedly reached Humphrey some 25 floors up as he 

watched the bedlam unfold from his hotel room window. 

At home in their living rooms, horrified Americans alternated between watching images of 

police brutally beating young, blood-splattered demonstrators and Humphrey’s nomination. 

During the nomination process, some delegates spoke to the violence. One pro-McGovern 

delegate went so far as to refer to the police violence as “Gestapo tactics in the streets of 

Chicago.” 

Late that evening, Humphrey won the presidential nomination with Senator Edmund Muskie 

of Maine as his running mate. But the win was nothing to celebrate. Any illusion of unity within 

the Democratic Party was shattered—after Humphrey’s nomination, many anti-war delegates 

joined protesters in solidarity and held a candlelight vigil. 

The next day, the remaining protesters and hundreds of anti-war delegates attempted to reach 

the Amphitheatre again but were deterred with tear gas. At midnight on August 29, the bloody 

and contentious 1968 Democratic Convention officially ended. 

Chicago Seven 

Over 650 protesters were arrested during the convention. The total number of injured 

protesters is unknown but over 100 were treated at area hospitals. It was reported that 192 

police officers were injured and 49 required medical treatment. 

Davis, Dellinger, Hayden, Black Panther activist Bobby Seale and four other protest organizers, 

known as the Chicago Eight, were charged with conspiracy and crossing state lines to incite a 

riot and brought to trial. After Seale complained about being denied his right to choose his own 

lawyer, the judge ordered him to appear before the jury each day bound, gagged and chained 

to a chair. 

Seale was removed from the Chicago Eight case and ordered to stand trial separately, making 

the defendants into the Chicago Seven. Seale was sentenced to four years for contempt of 

court, but the charges were later overturned. 

After a lengthy, often circus-like trial, the jury found the Chicago Seven not guilty of conspiracy. 

Five defendants, however, were found guilty of inciting a riot. All convictions were eventually 

overturned on appeal. 
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The pandemonium at the 1968 Democratic National Convention did little to stop the Vietnam 

War or win the 1968 presidential election. By the end of the year, Republican Richard M. 

Nixon was President-elect of the United States and 16,592 American soldiers had been killed in 

Vietnam, the most of any year since the war began. 

The events of the convention forced the Democratic Party to take a hard look at how they did 

business and how they could regain the public’s trust. 

READ MORE: 7 Reasons Why the Chicago 8 Trial Mattered 
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Introduction  

Presidential politics in 1968 was as contentious and convulsive as the Vietnam War itself. The 

Tet Offensive had made many question leadership in the war, and in the first presidential 

primary of the year, incumbent President Lyndon Johnson barely beat antiwar candidate 

Eugene McCarthy. Soon, New York Senator Robert Kennedy, brother of the assassinated 

president John F. Kennedy, entered the race. By the end of March, Johnson had withdrawn 

from the race, and in early June, Robert Kennedy, who had become the front-runner, was 

assassinated by a Jordanian immigrant who was angered by Kennedy’s stance on Israel. 

After Johnson’s withdrawal, Vice President Hubert Humphrey entered the race. Many delegates 

committed to Kennedy or uncommitted to any candidate supported Humphrey. Many 

McCarthy supporters felt betrayed. By the time of the Democratic Convention, set for Chicago 

that August, antiwar groups planned major demonstrations in an attempt to disrupt the 

convention. 

 

Directions 

Write a letter (one-page) about the convention to a friend or family member from the 

viewpoint of one of the following persons:  

• A Chicago police officer  

• A demonstrator at the convention  

• A delegate to the convention  

• An ordinary person watching the convention on TV 

 

Use information from the video segments and reading. You have to decide which viewpoint you 

are keeping the person you selected in mind. Be sure to write your letter from the frame of 

reference of the person you selected.  

• Viewpoint: opinion on the demonstration at the convention (For or against) 

• Frame of reference: refers to a set of values or ideas that shape your thinking about a 

particular event 

Write your letter in “letter style.” That is, make sure you have a salutation (“Dear …”) and 

conclude your letter with something like, “Sincerely yours.”  
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Song: “Galveston” (Glen Campbell) 1969 Lyrics 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTbTHlTmDX8 

Galveston, oh Galveston, I still hear your sea winds blowin' 

I still see her dark eyes glowin' 

She was 21 when I left Galveston 

Galveston, oh Galveston, I still hear your sea waves crashing 

While I watch the cannons flashing 

I clean my gun and dream of Galveston 

I still see her standing by the water 

Standing there lookin' out to sea 

And is she waiting there for me? 

On the beach where we used to run 

Galveston, oh Galveston, I am so afraid of dying 

Before I dry the tears she's crying 

Before I watch your sea birds flying in the sun 

At Galveston, at Galveston 

[Instrumental to end] 

Song: “Last Train to Clarksville” (The Monkees) 1966 Lyrics  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OA-KO04_KgM 

Take the last train to Clarksville 

And I'll meet you at the station 

You can be here by four thirty 

'Cause I made your reservation 

Don't be slow, oh, no, no, no! 

Oh, no, no, no! 

'Cause I'm leavin' in the morning 

And I must see you again 

We'll have one more night together 

'Til the morning brings my train 

And I must go, oh, no, no, no! 

Oh, no, no, no! 

And I don't know if I'm ever coming home 

Take the last train to Clarksville 

I'll be waiting at the station 

We'll have time for coffee flavored kisses 

And a bit of conversation 

Oh... Oh, no, no, no! 

Oh, no, no, no! 

Take the last train to Clarksville 
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Now I must hang up the phone 

I can't hear you in this noisy 

Railroad station all alone 

I'm feelin' low. Oh, no, no, no! 

Oh, no, no, no! 

And I don't know if I'm ever coming home 

Take the last train to Clarksville 

And I'll meet you at the station 

You can be here by four thirty 

'Cause I made your reservation 

Don't be slow, oh, no, no, no! 

Oh, no, no, no! 

And I don't know if I'm ever coming home 

Take the last train to Clarksville 

Take the last train to Clarksville 

Take the last train to Clarksville 

Take the last train to Clarksville 

Take the last train to Clarksville... 

Song: “The Ballad of the Green Beret” (Staff Sergeant Barry Sadler) 1966 Lyrics  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kj9qv6rmG8 

Fighting Soldiers from the sky 

Fearless men who jump and die 

Men who mean just what they say 

The brave men of the Green Beret 

Silver Wings upon their chest 

These are men America's best 

100 men will test today 

But only 3 win the Green Beret 

Trained to live of nature's land 

Trained in combat hand to hand 

Men who fight by night and day 

Courage take from the Green Beret 

Silver Wings upon their chest 

These are men America's best 

100 men will test today 

But only 3 win the Green Beret 

Back at home a young wife waits 

Her Green Beret has met his fate 

He has died for those oppressed 

Leaving her his last request 
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Put Silver Wings on my son's chest 

Make him one of America's best 

He'll be a man he'll test one day 

Have him win the Green Beret 

Song: “The Dawn of Correction” (The Spokesmen) 1965 Lyrics 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UF7BS1BqG_Y 

The western world has a common dedication 

To keep free people from Red domination 

And maybe you can't vote, boy, but man your battle stations 

Or there'll be no need for votin' in future generations 

So over and over again, you keep sayin' it's the end 

But I say you're wrong, we're just on the dawn of correction 

There are buttons to push in two mighty nations 

But who's crazy enough to risk annihilation? 

The buttons are there to ensure negotiation 

So don't be afraid, boy, it's our only salvation 

So over and over again, you keep sayin' it's the end 

But I say you're wrong, we're just on the dawn of correction 

You tell me that marches won't bring integration 

But look what it's done for the voter registration 

Be thankful our country allows demonstrations 

Instead of condemnin', make some recommendations 

I don't understand the cause of your aggravation 

You mean to tell me, boy, it's not a better situation? 

So over and over again, you keep sayin' it's the end 

But I say you're wrong, we're just on the dawn of correction 

You missed all the good in your evaluation 

What about the things that deserve commendation? 

Where there once was no cure, there's vaccination 

Where there once was a desert, there's vegetation 

Self-government's replacing colonization 

What about the Peace Corp. organization? 

Don't forget the work of the United Nations 

So over and over again, you keep sayin' it's the end 

But I say you're wrong, we're just on the dawn of correction 

But I say you're wrong, we're just on the dawn of correction 

So over and over again, you keep sayin' it's the end 

But I say you're wrong, we're just on the dawn of correction 
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Song: “Eve of Destruction” (Barry McGuire) 1965 Lyrics 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfZVu0alU0I 

The eastern world it is exploding 

Violence flarin', bullets loadin' 

You're old enough to kill but not for votin' 

You don't believe in war but whats that gun you're totin'? 

And even the Jordan River has bodies floatin' 

But you tell me 

Over and over and over again my friend 

Ah, you don't believe 

We're on the eve of destruction 

Don't you understand what I'm tryin' to say 

Can't you feel the fears I'm feelin' today? 

If the button is pushed, there's no runnin' away 

There'll be no one to save with the world in a grave 

Take a look around you boy, it's bound to scare you boy 

And you tell me 

Over and over and over again my friend 

Ah, you don't believe 

We're on the eve of destruction 

Yeah my blood's so mad feels like coagulating 

I'm sitting here just contemplatin' 

I can't twist the truth it knows no regulation 

Handful of senators don't pass legislation 

And marches alone can't bring integration 

When human respect is disintegratin' 

This whole crazy world is just too frustratin' 

And you tell me 

Over and over and over again my friend 

Ah, you don't believe 

We're on the eve of destruction 

Think of all the hate there is in Red China 

Then take a look around to Selma, Alabama 

You may leave here for four days in space 

But when you return it's the same old place 

The pounding of the drums, the pride and disgrace 

You can bury your dead but don't leave a trace 

Hate your next door neighbor but don't forget to say grace 
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And tell me 

Over and over and over and over again my friend 

You don't believe 

We're on the eve of destruction 

Mmm, no, no, you don't believe 

We're on the eve of destruction 

Song: “Goodnight Saigon” (Billy Joel) 1983 Lyrics  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qjzjhl-QztE 

We met as soul mates 

On Parris Island 

We left as inmates 

From an asylum 

And we were sharp 

As sharp as knives 

And we were so gung ho 

To lay down our lives 

We came in spastic 

Like tameless horses 

We left in plastic 

As numbered corpses 

And we learned fast 

To travel light 

Our arms were heavy 

But our bellies were tight 

We had no home front 

We had no soft soap 

They sent us Playboy 

They gave us Bob Hope 

We dug in deep 

And shot on sight 

And prayed to Jesus Christ 

With all of our might 

We had no cameras 

To shoot the landscape 

We passed the hash pipe 

And played our Doors tapes 

And it was dark 
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So dark at night 

And we held on to each other 

Like brother to brother 

We promised our mothers we'd write 

And we would all go down together 

We said we'd all go down together 

Yes we would all go down together 

Remember Charlie 

Remember Baker 

They left their childhood 

On every acre 

And who was wrong? 

And who was right? 

It didn't matter in the thick of the fight 

We held the day 

In the palm 

Of our hand 

They ruled the night 

And the night 

Seemed to last as long as six weeks 

On Parris Island 

We held the coastline 

They held the highlands 

And they were sharp 

As sharp as knives 

They heard the hum of our motors 

They counted the rotors 

And waited for us to arrive 

And we would all go down together 

We said we'd all go down together 

Yes we would all go down together 

Song: “Prisoners” (John Denver) 1972 Lyrics  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcHT3YBpvUs 

Josie works the counter at the downtown five and dime, anything at all to help her pass the 

time. 

Her mama keeps the baby and grandpa rambles on about the good times playing in his mind. 

It's a hard life living when you're lonely, it's a long night sleeping alone. 
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It's a hard time waiting for tomorrow, it's a long, long way home. 

Josie spends the evening with the people in the pages of the paperback she picked up at the 

store. 

Or sometimes it's the TV, or she'll try to write a letter, oh, they don't come too often anymore. 

It's a hard life living when you're lonely, it's a long night sleeping alone. 

t's a hard time waiting for tomorrow, it's a long, long way home. 

I stare at the gray walls before me, I see her face in the stone. 

I try to imagine our baby, I wish they would let me go home. I wish they would let me go home. 

(I wish they would let me go home) It's a hard life living when you're lonely, 

(I wish they would let me go home) It's a long night sleeping alone. 

(I wish they would let me go home) It's a hard time waiting for tomorrow, 

(I wish they would let me go home) It's a long, long way home. 

(I wish they would let me go home) It's a long, long way home. 

(I wish they would let me go home) Bringing me and the other boys home, 

(I wish they would let me go home) Bringing me and the other boys home. 

 

 

 

Source for all song lyrics: 

Lyrics licensed by  

Copyright © 2000-2021 AZLyrics.com   
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Directions: Many songs have been written about the Vietnam War. In this activity, you’ll be 

analyzing several of these songs. Some of the songs are anti-war and some are pro-war. Some 

of the songs are period songs, while others were written after the war ended in 1973. Watch 

the related video and read the lyrics before you start answering the questions. You can find the 

song recording online, if needed. Be ready to share your answers in class discussion. 

Song: “Galveston” (Glen Campbell) 1969  
1. Is this a pro-war or anti-war song? Give evidence from the song lyrics that backs your view.  

2. What memories of Galveston does Campbell mention in the song?  

Song: “Last Train to Clarksville” (The Monkees) 1966  
1. Do you think this is a pro-war or anti-war song? Why or why not?  
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2. The songwriters for “Last Train” never mention the word “war” or “Vietnam.” What words 
or messages in this song qualify it as a song about war, then?  

Song: “The Ballad of the Green Beret” (Staff Sergeant Barry Sadler) 1966  
1. Is this a pro-war or anti-war song? What elements or phrases in the song prove your 

viewpoint?  

2. A US serviceman who served as a medic in Vietnam performed and helped write this song. 
How might the performer’s frame of reference affect the message of the song? Does this 
frame of reference make the song’s message more or less believable? Explain your answer.  
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Songs: “The Dawn of Correction” (The Spokesmen) 1965 
“Eve of Destruction” (Barry McGuire) 1965 

1. Is this a pro-war or anti-war song? What elements or phrases in the song prove your point?  

2. This song is a reply to another famous Vietnam-era song, “Eve of Destruction.” (Check the 
lyrics of “Eve of Destruction” here.) How do the lyrics of “The Dawn of Correction” argue 
against the theme of “Eve of Destruction”?  

Song: “Goodnight Saigon” (Billy Joel) 1983  
1. The first verse of the song notes that “we met as soul mates on Parris Island; we left as 

inmates from an asylum.” What do you think Joel means by this statement?  

2. Part of the chorus of the song repeats, “we would all go down together.” How do you think 
this line explains the soldier’s experience in Vietnam?  
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3. Songwriter/singer Billy Joel did not serve in Vietnam. Based on what you know about the 
Vietnam War as well as the other songs you’ve analyzed, do you think he depicts what the 
soldier’s experience in Vietnam was like? Explain your answer.  

Song: “Prisoners” (John Denver) 1972  
1. Look at the lyrics for “Prisoners.” What clues does Denver give the listener to describe what 

the prisoner of war (POW) experience would be like?  

2. How does Denver describe how the POW experience affected others in the prisoner’s 
family? 
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Respond to the question in 1-2 paragraphs, 5-10 sentences. 

 

 

DAY THREE & FOUR (3/24-25) 

Assignment: Analyze Protest 


