
U.S. HISTORY WEEK FOUR GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

Last week, you looked at the Reconstruction Period.  This week you will be looking at what was 

happening in other parts of the United States during the Reconstruction Period.  In the West, 

Westward Expansion was continuing to grow and aspects of the Reconstruction Period were 

changing the West.  Southerners and freed African Americans had decided to move West in 

hopes of a fresh start and promise of lands and riches.  

Day One (8/31) 

There was a price for the free land; however, white settlers were not the ones having to pay it.  

The land already belonged to the Native Americans, but they did not believe in land ownership.  

Americans used this fact to push them off their land and into reservations.  

 Read: Moving West 

 Assignment: Westward Expansion 

Day Two (9/1) 

Freed African Americans, other immigrants, and white settlers all took their chance at mining.  

This created ethnically diverse cities where not everyone got along and the West was 

somewhat lawless.  Those who did try to create or enforce some laws often were violent in 

their punishments.  Some moved West in the hopes of striking it rich, while others wanted the 

free land that was promised.  

 Read: Settling the Great Plains 

Day Three (9/2) 

Today, you will have a fun school wide activity. 

 Assignment: Spirit Day 

o https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2 

Day Four (9/3) 

This assignment goes with your Settling the Great Plains reading.   

 Assignment: Settlers in the West 

Vocabulary: This list of vocabulary is not an assignment. It is just vocabulary that is important 

this week. 

Westward Expansion Mining Gold Rush 

Americanization Dawes Act Railroad 

Turn-in Format 

All assignments are due at the end of the week.  This means you can turn all assignments in at 
once or you can turn them in as you go.  You can a document to me through email or Bloomz or 
send a picture through text, email, or Bloomz.  You do not have to print the packet out and fill 

https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2


in the holes.  You can just type up a document or write out your answers. YOU HAVE TO 
NUMBER YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO MATCH THE QUESTION AND WRITE THE NAME OF THE 
ASSIGNMENT AT THE TOP. This information will help me match your answers to the 
assignment.  Be careful when you turn things in too.  DOUBLE CHECK to make sure you are 
sending all of your work especially if you submitting by a photo.  

Note About Assignments 

If the assignment has a specific format, please follow it.  I will put a description above the 
assignments.  This description will tell you how many sentences you should use to answer the 
question or discuss how to complete the assignment.  Examples would be telling you to match 
terms with definition or define vocabulary. 
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DAY ONE (8/31) 

Moving West 



Answer each question in 2-5 sentences.  

1. Making Inferences: Why do you think the assimilation policy of the Dawes Act failed? 

Support your opinion with information from the text. 

2. Analyze Events: What environmental, cultural, and economic factors influenced Native 

American reservations in the West? 

3. Analyze Motives: In 1877 Nez Perce Chief Joseph said, “My people have always been the 

friends of white men. Why are you in such a hurry?” Why do you think white people hurried 

to settle the West, with so little regard for Native Americans? How do you think the way in 

which the white settlers saw the West differed from the way Native Americans viewed the 

same land?  
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Settling on the Great Plains 



 

MS/HS Spirit Day 

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 

Assignment:  Watch the following tutorial video (click on the link below) and then record 
yourself performing 12 seconds of the activity.  Send the video to one of your teachers for a 
participation grade worth 100 points.  If you are unable to record yourself performing the 
dance, then show-up to the HS Office parking lot and your Principal will view your dance.  This 
grade will count for every class you have on Wednesday except HS Math.  HS Math will 
continue as normally, so login and complete your assignments. 

Enjoy this fun activity and celebrate being a Floyd Bronco.  

 https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2  
 Have fun 
 Be creative – record with school appropriate music and costume (optional) 
 Show your skills 
 Learn something new 
 If you submit a 12-second video of yourself performing the dance you will get full credit 

---it does not matter if your teachers can dance better than you can, you still get full 

credit.  

We cannot wait to resume school “normally”.  We miss you and we hope you enjoy this fun 
activity. 

  

DAY THREE (9/2) 

Spirit Day Activity  

https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2


Answer each question in 2-5 sentences. 

1. Compare: Describe the expanding rights that women and African Americans had in the West 

as opposed to other parts of the country during this time. 

2. Cowboy culture and mining towns reflected the ethnic diversity of the United States. Did 

racial and ethnic conflict emerge? Why or why not? 

3. In what ways did government policies encourage settlement of the West? 

4. Why did African Americans migrate West from southern states in the late 1870s? 

5. Draw Conclusions: Analyze the reasons for the rise and decline of the cattle industry? 

DAY FOUR (9/3) 

Settlers in the West  


