
U.S. HISTORY WEEK THREE GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

This week you are going to be looking at the Reconstruction Period in the United States.  The 
Reconstruction Period is the era following the Civil War where the United States was trying to 
reconstruction the nation.  It had to be determined how the South would reenter the nation so 
the colonies would all be the United States again.  The Reconstruction Period impacted the 
United States socially, historically, and economically.  The South grew economically by going in 
other industries besides just agriculture and the economy boomed after the Civil War.  Socially 
African Americans were free making the South more diverse, as well as, seeing some 
Northerners move to the South and some Southerners moving west or to South America.  The 
Reconstruction Period was a very historical time as the Fourteenth Amendment, Fifteenth 
Amendment, Civil Rights Act of 1866, and Reconstruction Act of 1867 were all passed, while the 
Ku Klux Klan, Panic of 1873, and the Compromise of 1877 all took place during the 
Reconstruction Period.  

Day One (8/24) 

The reading discusses the politics that took place during the reconstruction period.  Lincoln had 
been assassinated so he was unable to see his vision play out once the Civil War ended.  
Andrew Jackson was the new president and he had to help bring the nation back together.  
Lincoln and Johnson’s plan for Reconstruction after the Civil War were not accepted by 
Congress, rather Congress created their own Reconstruction plan.  

 Read: Politics of Reconstruction 

Day Two (8/25) 

The reading discusses the South’s journey through the Reconstruction Era.  The South was 
known solely for their agricultural endeavors before the Reconstruction Period.  The 
Reconstruction Period in the South grew their economy, while the South became more 
culturally diverse.  Northerners moved to the South, slaves were freed, the Republican party 
took over, and industrial growth began. 

 Read: Reconstructing the South 

Day Three (8/26) 

The reading discusses the new life African Americans were able to live after the Civil War.  
Slavery was abolished giving African Americans more freedom than they had before; however, 
the Reconstruction Period and after brought about new challenges due to discrimination.  Some 
African Americans became political leaders, sought education, began voting, and moved while 
others continued to work for plantation owners now getting paid for the job or having a 
sharecropper or tenant farming arrangement.  

 Read: Life After Slavery 

 Assignment: The Reconstruction Period 
  



Day Four (8/27) 

The Reconstruction Period came to an end due to the North’s economic problems and the 
South’s opposition to the Reconstruction.  The economy boomed for years after the Civil War 
with many believing it would never end.  Those who believed it would never end spent too 
much money creating debt they were unable to pay.  Banks end up closing and the desire for 
money to be backed by gold again with others believing greenbacks would free them of debt 
quicker pushed voters away from the Reconstruction ideals.  Political scandals and violent 
groups, the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), all helped put an end to the Reconstruction Period.  

 Read: Reconstruction Collapse  

 Assignment: Collapse of Reconstruction 

Vocabulary: This list of vocabulary is not an assignment. It is just vocabulary that is important 
this week. 

Reconstruction Radical Republicans Black Codes 

Fourteenth & Fifteenth 
Amendment 

Reconstruction Act Carpetbagger 

New South Ku Klux Klan (KKK) Panic of 1873 

Redeemers Compromise of 1877  

Turn-in Format 

All assignments are due at the end of the week.  This means you can turn all assignments in at 
once or you can turn them in as you go.  You can a document to me through email or Bloomz or 
send a picture through text, email, or Bloomz.  You do not have to print the packet out and fill 
in the holes.  You can just type up a document or write out your answers. YOU HAVE TO 
NUMBER YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO MATCH THE QUESTION AND WRITE THE NAME OF THE 
ASSIGNMENT AT THE TOP. This information will help me match your answers to the 
assignment.  Be careful when you turn things in too.  DOUBLE CHECK to make sure you are 
sending all of your work especially if you submitting by a photo. 

Note About Assignments 

If the assignment has a specific format, please follow it.  I will put a description above the 
assignments.  This description will tell you how many sentences you should use to answer the 
question or discuss how to complete the assignment.  Examples would be telling you to match 
terms with definition or define vocabulary. 
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Answer each question in 2-5 sentences. 

1. Contrast: How did the views of presidents Lincoln and Johnson on Reconstruction differ from 
the views of the Radicals? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Analyze Issues: Why do you think carpetbaggers and scalawags were mistrusted and scorned 
by southern Democrats? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Summarize: Describe the gains made by African American politicians at various levels of 
government. What limitations did African American politicians face? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What were the economic and social effects of sharecropping and tenant farming? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Summarize: Explain the significance of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to freed 
slaves. 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Summarize: What political, social, and economic factors helped bring about the end of 
Reconstruction? 
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Answer each question in 2-5 sentences. 

1. Analyze Effects: Do you think the political deal to settle the election of 1876 was an 
appropriate solution? Explain why or why not. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What was the original purpose of the Ku Klux Klan? What did it become? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How did southern whites regain political power during Reconstruction? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How did the Slaughterhouse and Reese decisions affect African Americans’ pursuit of civil 
rights? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What lead to the collapse of the Reconstruction period? (Scandals, Economically) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DAY FOUR (8/27) 

Collapse of Reconstruction 


