
US HIST. WEEK TWO GUIDE   
Overview   

This week we are going to take a look at primary and secondary sources.  If you go to college, you will be 

expected to know the difference between a primary and secondary source as some professors require a 

certain amount of primary sources to be used within their assignments.  Primary sources give us a first 

account view into what happened, while a secondary source just discuses the events.  In history, 

secondary sources can be seen more often, but a primary source can help round out papers, fact check 

secondary sources, and give a better visual of what was happening.   

Day One (8/17)   

The small reading today discusses the difference between a primary and secondary source.  A primary 

source is a first account, while a secondary source discusses or relates first accounts.  

• Primary & Secondary Differences  

• What are Primary and Secondary Sources? Assignment  

Day Two (8/18)   

The reading today discusses the Civil War.  It comes from our textbook meaning it is a secondary source.  

• Read: Day Two Reading  

Day Three (8/19)   

The reading today comes discusses the Civil War just like yesterday, but the information comes from 

primary sources.  

• Primary Sources of Civil War  

Day Four (8/20)   

This assignment allows you to take a closer look at the differences between a secondary and primary 

source.  The reading from day two and three both discuss the Civil War with Day Two reading coming 

from a secondary source, while Day Three reading (Primary Sources of Civil War) comes from a primary 

source.   

• Type of Sources Assignment  

Vocabulary    
This list of vocabulary is not an assignment. It is just vocabulary that is important this week. 

Primary Source  Secondary Source    

Turn-in Format 

All assignments are due at the end of the week.  This means you can turn all assignments in at once or you 

can turn them in as you go.  You can a document to me through email or Bloomz or send a picture through 

text, email, or Bloomz.  You do not have to print the packet out and fill in the holes.  You can just type up a 

document or write out your answers. YOU HAVE TO NUMBER YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO MATCH THE 

QUESTION AND WRITE THE NAME OF THE ASSIGNMENT AT THE TOP. This information will help me match 

your answers to the assignment.  
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DAY THREE (8/19)  

Primary Sources of Civil War  

Seneca B. Thrall  

Corinth, Mississippi  

September 19, 1862  

Dear Wife,  

    I arrived here last night at 9 o'clock. The 13th Regiment with others had been ordered from 

Bolivar to this place and I learned at Jackson, Tennessee they were here.  

    I left Keokuk Sunday morning arrived at St. Louis on Monday morning. Left down the river 

Tuesday eve and arrived at Columbus, KY Wednesday eve. Took the cars Thursday morning and 

here last eve. This morning I started to find the camp of my Regiment. I found it by noon two 

miles south of Corinth. The sick and convalescent, those unfit for duty numbering about 100 

men were left in camp. The Regiment is near Iuka, some 25 miles south, where nearly all of 

Gen. Grant's army has been moved during the last few says. The army is there without tents or 

baggage and a battle expected everyday. As soon as I can find positively where my Regiment is, 

it will be necessary for me to go to it and shall dos o tomorrow, taking my rubber coat only.  

    I am likely to be initiated into the mysteries and miseries of war upon my very first debut - 

sleeping upon the ground, wrapped in my rubber coat. I have taken my baggage to the camp. 

There was nothing there to eat (officers have to furnish themselves), the Quartermaster was 

sick and everything in confusion, myself, a perfect stranger, and so I came back to the 

"Tishimingo House" to eat and sleep tonight. I have seen today Lt. Mobley, 2nd Iowa and Lt. 

Hedrick, 15th Iowa. They are sick but walking around. All able to go are out to the battle.  

    I found a letter here from you, one from Annie and one from Pa. I did not send you a trunk.  

Pay Therese or Mrs. Cross, as I found myself extremely short of money. I wrote to you from  

Keokuk which I presume you received Monday. I suppose you will have to borrow money to pay 

Joy, what I had to borrow, and also to go home with. I will, first pay day, send money by express 

to Dr. Williamson to pay it. If we are whipped in approaching battle, the army will retire to the 

entrenchments at this place; if we whip them, I do not know where we will go. Wapello County 

will be well represented in next battle here, the 2nd, 15th and 17th are out.  

    If I go out to the field tomorrow or next day I may not have an opportunity to write for 

several days but will again as soon as possible. There is nothing here but soldiers and Negroes. 

It is amusing to see the latter, large crowds of them are at all depots at Cairo, Columbus and all 

along the road. Cotton bales are scattered all along the line of roads to this place. I have seen 

enough of the source of all evil, Cotton and Niggers. Anie says Scott thinks of going into the 

Army. Write to him at once and tell him from me that I am enough of the family to go now and 

for him to stay at home. I can probably endure it. I know that he cannot. It is perfect folly for 

him to think of it. His place is at home and he should stay there.  

    Tell Mrs. Porter that I have not seen her husband yet, though I gave her letter to Dr.  

Estabrook, Chaplain of the 15th and he will got it. Mrs. Orr's letter I gave to Dr. Reed and Dr. Orr 

probably has it by this time. Write frequently. Direct for the present to Corinth, Miss. I presume 

you know as much as I do about the movements of the army here and always will. Kiss  

  



DAY THREE (8/19)  

Primary Sources of Civil War  

Nellie and Frank for me. Tell me when you expect to go home. Write before you go and as soon 

as you get there.  

Your affectionate husband  

  

In camp near Corinth, Mississippi  

Sunday, October 26, 1862  

Dear Wife,  

    Yours of October 19th I received on the 24th, also at same time 5 Hawkeyes. Last Sunday I  

wrote to you. I was then sitting in my tent in my shirt sleeves, enjoying myself hugely. Now to 

speak of the "Sunday South" seems a "goak" as Artemis Ward has it. I am now in my tent, my 

huge Cavalry overcoat on, buttoned up tight, its large cape enveloping my shoulders, my tent 

pegged tightly down, the flaps tied closely, to exclude as as possible the wintry blasts and 

withall I set here shivering and writing. Yesterday morn, about 4 a.m., there was as sudden a 

change as we ever had in Iowa or Ohio. I awoke nearly froze, pulled the bedclothes over me, 

piled all my clothes, but in vain. I had to get up and go to a fire, where I found most all of the 

Regiment, at various fires, routed out before me, a cold damp wind and we expected a rain. In 

the afternoon I had my horse saddled and went down to town with an ambulance to get 

blankets and other hospital supplies for our sick. I had six in hospital.  

    I saw a pile of old tin, I had them throw a lot of it in the ambulance and today I have men at 

work building a heating apparatus in the hospital tent. About 3 o'clock yesterday afternoon it 

commenced snowing and in a short time the ground was covered. The snow blowing in my face 

as I rode about, a cold wind, and it really animated me and my horse. My horse seemed 

surprised, he did not like to face the blast, but as I gently insinuated my spurs in his side he 

sprang forward, snorting and kicking and then really seemed to like it. It snowed for several 

hours, and was laying upon the ground over 1/2 inch deep. The men say over an inch.  

    We eat under the top of a tent, what is called a fly, has no sides, simply the top, at supper the 

snow would cover our plates and our food. We did not have to wait long for our tea to cool. At 

7 o'clock I took a large pan of coals into my tent, fixed my bed, warmed my feet and tumbled in, 

as did everybody else. I slept comfortably, very few others did. Water in barrels froze a 1/2 inch 

thick. I have acquired a habit of early to bed and early to rise. I have always been healthy and 

expect to become wealthy and wise. Such weather for Mississippi and in October, the boys 

huddled around the fires renewed their song "Oh, aint you glad you joined the army" etc. I have 

not got tired of it and really like it. My "hoggish" appetite continues and I feel physically as well 

if not better than I ever did in my life.  

    A life in camp is a lazy one to me and to most......  

    
  



DAY FOUR (8/19)  

Type of Sources Assignment  

This assignment will show your learning of primary and secondary sources. The past two readings will help 

you see some of the differences these sources can present. Answer each question in 2-5 sentences.  

1. Why is your reading, Day Two Reading, considered a secondary source?  

  

  

  

  

2. What are secondary sources used for?  

  

  

  

  

3. Why is your reading, Primary Sources of Civil War, from day three considered a primary source?  

  

  

  

  

4. What are primary sources used for?   

  

  

  

  

5. What do primary sources add that secondary sources cannot?  

  

  

  


