
NM HISTORY WEEK 2.1 GUIDE 
Overview of Week 

Welcome back! This week we will be looking at the steps the United States, specifically New 
Mexico took on the home front during World War II.  We will be looking at how the United 
States had to start rationing food, selling bonds, labor shortages, and the experience and 
purpose of internment camps.  You have two assignments and an extra-credit journal entry 
where you will talk about your experience over the past year with COVID-19 closing the schools.  
Your journal entries might be used in the yearbook.  

Day One (3/22) 

• Extra-Credit Assignment: Journal Entry  
• Read: New Mexico’s Home Front During WWII 

Day Two (3/23) 

• Read: Labor Shortage 
• Assignment: Summary 

Day Three (3/24) 

• Read: Prisoners of War & Internment Camp 

Day Four (3/25) 

• Assignment: Internment Camp Perspectives  

Contact Information 

Email: ctrudo@floydbroncos.com  
Phone: (575)799-6588 
School Phone: (575)-478-2211 ext. 1020 
  



 

Almost 1 year ago, New Mexico announced their first public health order prohibiting mass 

gatherings and temporarily shutting schools down for 3-weeks starting March 16. Write a 

journal entry describing your experience over the last year. This journal entry is worth 5 extra-

credit points that will go to an assignment and might be put into the yearbook.  

  

DAY ONE (3/22) 
Extra-Credit Assignment: Journal Entry 
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DAY TWO (3/23) 
Labor Shortage 



 
Summarize the steps the United States took to prepare and survive during World War II.  Focus 
on steps they took like rationing and victory bonds.  You should explain what rationing was and 
looked like.  You should explain what victory bonds are and their purpose.  Write 3-6 sentences.  
 
Summarize why there was a labor shortage, how it affected the United States and New Mexico 
specifically, and what they did to correct it.  Write 3-6 sentences. 
  

DAY TWO (3/23) 
Assignment: Summary 
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Speech by Franklin D. Roosevelt, New York

(Transcription)

125. The President Requests War Declaration 125 ( "December 7, 1941 A Date Which Will

Live in Infamy" Address to the Congress Asking That a State of War Be Declared Between

the United States and Japan. December 8, 1941

Mr. Vice President, and Mr. Speaker, and Members of the Senate and House of

Representatives:

YESTERDAY, December 7, 1941 a date which will live in infamy the United States of

America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of

Japan.

The United States was at peace with that Nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was

still in conversation with its Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance

of peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced

bombing in the American Island of Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States

and his colleague delivered to our Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American

message. And while this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing

diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of armed attack.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack

was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time
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the Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false

statements and expressions of hope for continued peace.

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American

naval and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost.

In addition American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San

Francisco and Honolulu.
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125. The President Requests War Declaration

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack against Malaya. Last night

Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong: Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. Last

night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. Last night the Japanese attacked

Wake Island. And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island.

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific

area. The facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the United

States have already formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the very

life and safety of our Nation.

As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that all measures be taken

for our defense.

But always will our whole Nation remember the character of the onslaught against us.
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No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American

people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory.

I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we

will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost but will make it very certain that this form of

treachery shall never again endanger us.

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and our

interests are in grave danger.

With confidence in our armed forces with the unbounding determination of our people we

will gain the inevitable triumph so help us God.

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan

on Sunday, December 7, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and

the Japanese Empire

NOTE: Less than 24 hours after the reciept of the first news of the attack on Pearl Harbor,

the President drove to the Capitol to deliever the foregoing message to a joint session of

the Senate and the House of Representatives. The President spoke grimly for six and a

half
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wrong about it. I don't think many white Americans in this country even to this day really believe that
persons of color, persons who are not white can be integrated fully into American society; but they
don't understand what the dream of America does to immigrants coming to this country.

Lee Woodman:

Let's say that again, but you hit your microphone.

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Immigrants coming to this country --

Lee Woodman:

Start back again --

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Yes.

Lee Woodman:

-- and if you wouldn't mind repeating because this is so eloquent.

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Thank you.

Lee Woodman:

It's very, very eloquent. But if you could start with saying, you know, that it was ironic because
you were highly Americanized but people didn't think that you would be assimilated and integrated.
And then go on to say --

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Yes.

Lee Woodman:

Okay.

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

As I said -- as I said earlier, I thought of myself as a Yankee Doodle Dandy born on the 4th of
July. It's Americans, apple pie and everything of that type. That was the kind of education I received.
That was the kind of friends I developed in elementary school, in high school. Mostly, we are a small
Japanese community in the Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte area, maybe 20 families altogether. We are in
terms of education fully integrated into that community, treated as Americans. My best friends in Boy
Scouts were Ted Smith and his older brother, Ian Smith. We were best friends through my teenage
years. And so that was a kind of atmosphere that I was born and brought up in. But there is still --
there was still -- there are still a large number of Americans at that point in American history, and it's
probably a substantial number today, who really do not believe that non-Europeans, those of color,
can be fully integrated into American society. And that blows my mind because these people really
do not understand what the American dream does to immigrants coming to this country. The
American dream turns these immigrants, regardless of where they come from, what country, what
their ethnic origin is, what language they speak, what their religion is, it turns them into Americans in
a very short period of time in one generation. That's what -- I suppose some people believe that you
have to have come -- be descended from the Mayflower people in order to be true Americans, to be
true Yankee Doodle Dandys. Now, you look at my face. You can see immediately I'm not a Yankee. I
don't have white skin. I don't have -- I have a Japanese face, an Asian face. How can I be a Yankee
Doodle Dandy? But that's the way -- nevertheless, that's the way I felt inside. And I guess what I'm
trying to say is that a lot of Americans don't understand the powerful mythology in America that
converts immigrants and their offspring into 100 percent Americans. I think of this right now in terms
of what is happening to the Arab and Muslim communities in this country and what they must be



going through, and I think that they are going through today what we Japanese Americans did after
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor because we were a despised people at the time. Even before
that we were not treated by many Americans except in a discriminatory fashion in terms of racial
prejudice. That is especially the older generation. I always said to myself, and I argued with my
colleagues especially after the evacuation after Pearl Harbor -- as you know, we were all evacuated
from the West Coast states into these so-called relocation centers. And I always argued that if my
generation, the kids that I had grown up with in school, the kids that I had been in Boy Scouts
together with, if they were in positions of political power this never would have happened because
the race discrimination would -- was virtually non-existence -- existent among my colleagues at
school. At least I think it was. But that was the way I felt. And I would -- when Japan attacked Pearl
Harbor, I was outraged that Japan would have the temerity to attack us. I was a major in political
science; and I knew about the relative strengths of the two countries industrially, economically,
politically, militarily. There's no way Japan could succeed in such a war. But I was also angry
because of what it did to me personally. I must say I was a little self-centered that way. I was -- that I
would think of myself in terms of what this war meant to me. I could see exactly what was going to
come down the road, that there would -- because of the long history of racial discrimination in
California, the West Coast states, that nothing good could come out of this attack.

Lee Woodman:

Your family was moved to a relocation center. Can you describe that? Do you remember the day
it happened?

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Well, we were not moved directly into the relocation centers. There were ten of them scattered
through the desert areas of eastern California -- not all of California was cut off; Manzanar and
Tulelake which are both in California, but they are in the desert areas -- Arizona, Arkansas,
Wyoming. But these are the prominent relocation centers. But before that I was in my junior year of
college at the University of California Berkeley. That area was put under military control under the
command of General -- Lieutenant General John DeWitt who was commanding officer of the Fourth
Army headquartered at the Presidio of San Francisco and also concurrently the commanding
general of the western defense command. He -- it was he who issued a series of military
proclamations putting us under curfew, denoting a zone of exclusion -- it was the western part of the
States -- and then ordering the evacuation of all Japanese and Japanese Americans from those
areas, about 120,000 altogether. In order to round us up, we were ordered or postings put up saying
that all people in this area will report to this place. I was living in a student dormitory at the time.
Excuse me. And we were -- our group was ordered to report to the Methodist church about two
blocks away. We were -- we could take with us what we could carry in a suitcase or two. I could
have returned to southern California where my parents lived, but I wanted to stay as long as
possible in Berkeley so I'd get my junior year credits. Before I did not take final exams in my junior
year because we were gone by that time. We reported to the -- to this Methodist church, were
loaded aboard buses. And our contingent part of the Berkeley contingent was sent to this what they
call an assembly center. It was the Tanforan racetrack just north of Palo Alto, California, that had
been converted to a holding center. It was already surrounded by barbed wire, and they converted
the horse stalls to living quarters for families. And there was an enormous grandstand; and
underneath the grandstand was this huge, cavernous room; and that's where they put bachelors like
me. And that's where I went. As I say, I was outraged at Japan for having the temerity to attack us;
but I could see nothing but bad coming out of what they did because I could gauge the popular
mood at that time. We were called potential saboteurs, a fifth column or spies, hidden agents of the
imperial Japanese government, all that kind of stuff. I had my self-image of myself as a Yankee
Doodle Dandy, and it's devastating to be thought of that way and to be --

Lee Woodman:

Let me ask you to repeat that because we got a little bit of your -- in your passion you hit your
microphone. So --

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

What was I saying? That --

Lee Woodman:



You were saying that you were outraged, but you knew nothing good was going to --

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Yes, I knew nothing good --

Lee Woodman:

-- come of it.

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

-- was going to come out of this because of a long history of racial prejudice and especially in
California. And the Hearst press in San Francisco and Los Angeles and the McClatchy press in
Sacramento, they had been very strongly anti-immigration Japanese. You know, the Japanese
immigration to this country was closed off with a -- through a series of gentlemen's agreements
engineered by President Theodore Roosevelt following the Sen -- I mean, the Russo-Japanese war
of 1904-1905. The agitation against the Japanese grew in bitterness and in intensity to the point
where Japanese immigration could no longer be permitted, and the gentlemen's agreement in effect
prohibited further immigration to this country. And there were land laws and so forth so that
Japanese could not own land. My father had bought a piece of residential property in Monrovia
before that law was passed. But, nevertheless, that was the whole atmosphere of that period. And
so while I could -- I had friends. I was a Boy Scout in the Presbyterian church, and my best friends
were white American boys my age. And so I always believed that if my friends had been mature
enough to wield any kind of political power in California the evacuation of all Japanese Americans
and Japanese from the three West Coast states never would have happened, and I believe that to
this day. There were an equal number of Japanese and Japanese Americans in the state of Hawaii.
They were never evacuated because the racial tolerance was much greater than it was but not in
California which had for -- since the Chinese exclusion of the 1880s, there had always been this
virulent anti-Chinese, anti-Japanese feeling in California especially and also in Oregon and
Washington. But --

Lee Woodman:

Let's jump forward now --

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Sure.

Lee Woodman:

-- because I want to get to your war experience. You volunteered.

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Well --

Lee Woodman:

Now, how in the world would you want to do that?

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Well, let me put it this way. After I had been in the Tanf- -- did I tell you that from Berkeley they
put us in the Tanforan racetrack which had been converted to a holding center, converted the horse
stalls and converted the grand -- underneath the grandstand was where I was put where all the
bachelors were put? There must have been about a thousand of us underneath the grandstand.
There were -- Tanforan had -- assembly center they called it -- had a population of about 13,000
Japanese and Japanese Americans from the San Francisco Bay area. And from there it got to a
point where I could no longer stand it. And about a month after we had been in prison there the
sugar beet farmers in Idaho came recruiting for stoop laborers to work in the sugar beet fields. This
is in the spring of 1942. The sugar beets needed thinning, then after that they needed to be
harvested. In between, there was hay to be put up and so forth. And so they came into the camps



recruiting stoop laborers. And I volunteered for that because I felt the loss of liberty so much, my
freedom, my own personal freedom so much that I could no longer stand it. Also, to be realistic, I
was out of money at that time. And so I volunteered to go out, work in the sugar beet fields and in
the alfalfa fields in the summer and early fall of 1942. By that time, my parents had been moved
inland to one of the ten relocation centers they called them at the Heart Mountain -- they were in the
Heart Mountain Relocation Center in Wyoming which is right next to Idaho or close to Idaho where I
was. And when the snow came and there was no more work, then we were still under the control.
They had -- the government had organized something called the War Relocation Authority. We were
still under War Relocation Authority control. And I went back to join my family at the Heart Mountain
Relocation Center. But it was from there that the Quakers, the American Friends Service Society,
had a program to resettle students like myself in the Midwest and the East, East -- colleges of the
Midwest and East. And that's how I got out of that. So I was in the reloca- -- in the Tanforan
Racetrack Assembly Center for one month and the Heart Mountain Relocation Center where my
parents were and the rest of my family was except an older brother who had already been drafted in
the U.S. Army, and I was there for two months. So that experience lasted only three months
altogether. Then I was free to go out to complete my college education at Syracuse University which
accepted me. Syracuse had an enlightened chancellor who was of Irish descent, second generation
like me. I'm second-generation Japanese. He was second-generation Irish. And he thought that
Japanese Americans had been given a raw deal and he accepted us, a small contingent of us. And
that's where I finished my schooling, college education.

Lee Woodman:

Let's go to your -- if you just -- okay. Tell me about your entry into the military.

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Yes. My older brother had been drafted before Pearl Harbor. He was in the Army. What the Army
did -- had started in November 1 of 1941 before Pearl Harbor, there were some people in the
intelligence service of the Army who were very farsighted. They could see war coming and -- against
Japan. In order to prosecute that war successfully, they had to have Japanese linguists. And so they
established in the Fourth Army headquarters, same one that General DeWitt commanded, in the
Presidio of San Francisco they established a Japanese language training program. The first class
was 60 students, two Caucasians and 58 Nisei or second-generation Japanese Americans. The
faculty, six of them, were all Japanese Americans. And the idea was to train these people in
intelligence activity duties to -- so that when war came as it would seem to be inevitable in coming
that at least there would be a cadre of Japanese language specialists in the U.S. Army. Ironically
enough, it was General DeWitt who was responsible for carrying out the evacuation; and it was he
who testified in Congress in 1943 why he was forced to take that action. And from his testimony, it
would appear that he feared that there would be so many -- the Japanese and Japanese American
population of the three West Coast states would be -- were full of potential saboteurs, spies and so
forth, fourth column, fifth column, so that the only recourse was to clamp us all into concentration
camps is what these so-called relocation centers were. They were concentration camps -- not of the
German variety but, nevertheless, concentration camps. How did I get on this subject?

Lee Woodman:

You were going to tell me how you enlisted.

Warren Michio Tsuneishi:

Well, yeah, okay. And, now, my older brother had been in the Army, drafted into the Army before.
When this Japanese language training program began at the Presidio San Francisco, the first class
graduated around June of 1942. But by that time, the commanding general was in charge also of
relocating, removing all Japanese and Japanese Americans from the three West Coast states,
General DeWitt. And he instituted this program of moving us all out. But he also had to move the
school out; and that school was relocated to Minnesota at a former CCC camp outside the
Minneapolis, Civilian Conservation Corps Camp of the depression years. And that became the
military -- U.S. Army Military Intelligence Service Language School at -- any Nisei or second-
generation Japanese American who had any knowledge of Japanese then in the Army or those who
would volunteer could go to that school to serve as intelligence specialists and --

Lee Woodman:



 
As you read through FDR's speech, you should highlight phrases that might explain why the US 
government chose to imprison Japanese-Americans. As you read through the selected 
interview, you should highlight phrases that explain what internment camps were really like 
from the perspective of a former camp internee. 
 
In your own words and/or using words from the speech and interview, you will use the poetry 
for two voices format to create a two-column poem on Japanese internment. 

• Poetry for two voices: A poem for two voices is a two-column format that allows writers 
to put side by side two contrasting ideas, concepts, or perspectives.  

o One side you will write about why the U.S. government chose to imprison 
Japanese-Americans.  

o One side you will write about what internment camps were really like from a 
former camp internee.  

Illustrate your poems and mount them on construction paper. 

DAY FOUR (3/25) 
Assignment: Internment Camp Perspectives 
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