
GOVERNMENT WEEK 2.8 GUIDE  

Overview of Week  

This week you will be looking at the United State government in comparison to the United Kingdom.  

The U.S. and U.K. have similar systems of government; however, they do vary in a variety of ways.  

You will also look at how the U.S. government has affected other governments by being the 

foundation and example they look at when creating a constitutional republic.    

Day One (11/30)  

This reading is a comparison of the U.S. and U.K. government showing how a similar layout of 

government can vary.  

• Read: U.S. Compared to Other  

Day Two (12/1)  

This reading discusses the influence the U.S. government has and had on the format of other nation’s 

government.   

• Read: Constitutional Republic  

Day Three (12/2)  

This assignment is over this week’s reading, U.S. Compared to Other and Constitutional Republic.     
• Assignment: United States  

• Read: Review 

Day Four (12/3)  

Today, you have another school wide assignment and just like before you have to turn this 

assignment into one of your teachers or the office.  

• Assignment: Get Fit Day  
  

  



Rubric  

  1 pts  2 pts  3 pts  4 pts  5 pts  

Content  Topic is 
addressed  
poorly  

  

Disconnected 
from the topic. 
Topic addressed 
but no 
connection to  
reading  

  

Topic is 

addressed. 

Connection to 

reading is 

minimal and 

somewhat 

relevant  

Topic is 
satisfactorily 
address with 
strong 
connections to 
reading   
  

Topic is 
excellently 
addressed with 
only relevant  
connections   

  

Organization  No organization 
presented, does 
not follow  
proper format  

  

Illogical 

organization, 

partly following 

format  

Some  
organization but 
does not contain  
the right 

amount of 

sentences  

Logically 
organized but 
does not contain  
the right 

amount of 

sentences  

Strong 

organization and 

includes correct 

number of 

sentences  

Writing  
Mechanics  

Spelling, 
punctuation, 
and grammar  
never observed  

  

Spelling, 

punctuation, 

and grammar 

rarely observed, 

frequent errors  

Spelling, 

punctuation, 

and grammar 

inconsistent  

Spelling, 
punctuation,  
and grammar 

correct with 

minimal errors  

Spelling, 
punctuation,  
and grammar  
errors are very 

few and minor  

  

   

  



The differences between  UK and US governments: a brief guide 

A maelstrom of events has brought both British and American governments into unprecedented 

political waters. Professor Adam I P Smith of the University of Oxford explains the historical 

differences and similarities between the two, including how much power US presidents, British 

monarchs and prime ministers have held through history, and how this has changed over time…  

 
October 1, 2019 at 2:04 pm  

The day after the dramatic ruling of the UK Supreme Court that the prime minister could not ask the 

Queen to “prorogue” (ie suspend) parliament for as long as he liked whenever he liked, a newspaper 

columnist wrote a piece headlined “Britain has become a Republic with [House Speaker] Bercow at its 

head”. 

Needless to say, the readers of the piece were not expected to approve of this development. But 

raising the question of whether the UK is, in effect, a constitutional republic with the House of 

Commons at its head highlights some of the ways in which the British and American constitutional 

orders have diverged – even while sharing common assumptions and histories. 

At the heart of the American constitutional founding is an irony: although they railed against the 

overbearing executive power of the British monarch, they ended up creating an executive presidency 

with far more power than the king or queen of England was ever to have again. The US Constitution 

most closely resembles the British constitution of the early 17th century before parliament started 

asserting its sovereignty – a process that has continued right up to the Supreme Court’s decision on 

proroguing.  
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Britain’s House of Commons in session, April 1986. Since the beginning of the 20th century prime ministers have almost always 
been MPs rather than Lords, since the Commons is by far the more important chamber. (Photo by Bettmann via Getty Images)  

Republic v monarchy 

The US is a republic with the form of a monarchy, while the UK is a monarchy with the form of a 

republic – and, to a greater or lesser extent, this has been true ever since the American Revolution. 

The US has a chief executive who combines being head of government (the initiating and 

implementing policy bit) and head of state (the formal, ceremonial bit). A president has a similar 

constitutional function to that pre-18th century English kings – needing congressional (or 

parliamentary) approval for tax and spend, but with huge prerogative powers. Of course the 

American president, unlike the British monarch, is elected, and since 1796 has been elected in 

nationwide and often polarising contests – yet once in office they have the power and many of the 

trappings of an early modern monarch. 

In the UK, by contrast, the formal executive is split. The head of state (the Queen) is unelected but 

supposed to have no political role at all, while the head of government (the prime minister) is in 

office not because the Queen wants them there but solely because he (or she) commands a majority 

in parliament. 

Separation of powers 

In the US, the principle of the separation of powers means that the executive branch – the president 

and cabinet – cannot also be members of the legislature. Nor can they be members of the judicial 

branch. In the UK all these functions are not only mixed up, they are inter-dependent. The prime 

minister and cabinet have to be members of either the House of Commons or the House of Lords (the 

appointed upper house). Since the beginning of the 20th century prime ministers have almost always 
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been MPs rather than Lords, since the Commons is by far the more important chamber. In 1963, 

parliament passed the Peerage Act allowing hereditary peers (i.e. Lords) to renounce their titles on 

accession. 

Up until recently, the highest court of appeal was the House of Lords, though in practice only its 

judicial members heard cases. Since 2009 the judicial function of the House of Lords has been handed 

to a Supreme Court and Justices are directly appointed to the Supreme Court on the 

recommendation of a selection commission. 

 
The Lords Chamber, the most lavishly decorated room in the Palace of Westminster. (Photo by Arcaid/Universal Images Group via Getty Images)  

How much power does the British queen or king hold? 

Up until the beginning of the 19th century, monarchs played an active role in the choice of their 

prime minister and cabinet and various corrupt strategies were used to ensure that, once in office, 

the prime minister would be able to get bills passed through the legislature. But for the last two 

centuries and more, the process has flowed exclusively the other way: whatever their personal views 

may be, the monarch has no choice but to invite whoever can command a majority in the House to 

form a government. 

The bottom line is that the prime minister does not derive his or her authority from their party 

members or from the relatively tiny number of people who voted for him or her into parliament (he 

or she is, after all, only one of 650 MPs) but from the House of Commons. The moment he or she 

loses the “confidence” (ie the support) of the House, the convention has always been that they would 

resign and invite the Queen to either appoint an alternative prime minister or call a general election. 
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The prime minister and the confidence of the House 

Britain is now in the midst of a greater constitutional crisis than at any time since at least the 

Edwardian period. At the heart of the current crisis is not Brexit per se but a constitutional system 

that is breaking down because the link between the prime minister and the legislature is no longer 

clear. Boris Johnson became prime minister after the resignation of Theresa May because the 

Conservative Party membership elected him leader and the Conservatives were the largest single 

party (though without an overall majority) in the House of Commons. 

At the time of writing, the Johnson government has not yet faced a formal vote of confidence; so it 

has not yet been formally established whether he has the support of a majority of MPs. The fact that 

his government has lost vote after vote in the Commons, including on its central Brexit policy, 

suggests that it does not. 

So the government remains in office but not in power. It can’t pass any legislation, not even the 

legislation it would need to call an early general election. This is an unprecedented situation in British 

history. The old remedies now can’t be used – the prime minister can’t just ask the Queen for a 

dissolution and a general election because of the Fixed Term Parliament Act, passed in 2011 which 

gave to parliament the royal prerogative power of dissolving parliament which previously had been 

exercised solely by the prime minister, theoretically on behalf of the monarch. 

The opposition don’t want to call a vote of no confidence immediately, or support a general election, 

because of the peculiar circumstances of Britain’s highly fraught attempt to leave the EU. If there is 

no withdrawal agreement in place by the deadline of 31 October, Britain would “crash out” with 

devastating consequences (at least in the view of many commentators). If an election happened right 

now, there would be no way to prevent that outcome, thus prejudging the decision of the electorate 

on the most consequential issue in modern British history. 

“No previous British prime minister has as little  
formal power as Boris Johnson now has” 

So, we have an impasse of a kind that is not supposed to happen in the UK parliamentary system in 

which the executive (the prime minister and his or her government) are at odds with the legislature 

(the House of Commons). Supporters of the government claim that parliament is “frustrating the will 

of the people” as expressed in the referendum of 2016, in which a slim majority voted to leave the 

EU. But to any previous generation, the notion that parliament could be frustrating the will of the 

people would have been an oxymoron – since “the people” have no singular voice in a plural nation; 

parliament – the place to speak, to debate, to “parley” – is their forum. You can use referendums to 

provide legitimacy to decisions, or you can have a parliament that makes decisions on behalf of the 

people who elected it. But you can’t really have both because they are contradictory, not 

complementary, ways of determining popular legitimacy for a policy course. 
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The promise of those campaigning to leave the EU in the 2016 referendum was that leaving would 

restore parliamentary sovereignty. It appears to have done that even before the UK has left, though 

not, as the Brexiteers thought, through the repatriation of powers from the European Commission in 

Brussels, but by taking them from the executive. No previous British prime minister has as little 

formal power as Boris Johnson now has. Previous parliaments have already effectively claimed the 

right to determine the decision to go to war and when to call an early general election. Now 

parliament has been assured, by the Supreme Court, of the right not to be dissolved against its will. 

The growth of American executive power 

But while the executive in Britain has diminished in relation to the legislature, in the US executive 

power has grown over many decades. The US president is immune from prosecution while in office – 

the privilege of monarchs through the ages. Some legal theorists in the US think the president 

(whoever he or she is) should exert even more power than he or she already does. 

In the 17th and 18th centuries, British and American polities struggled with how to contain arbitrary 

executive power. The Americans thought they’d come up with the answer by separating the 

executive from the legislature. The British pursued an alternative strategy of making the executive 

dependent for his or her authority on the legislature. Both approaches have provided mostly stable 

government (with some dramatic exceptions) for over two centuries. Both now are undergoing a fiery 

trial that raises profound questions about their design. 

Adam I P Smith is the Edward Orsborn Professor of United States politics and political history at the 

University of Oxford and the Director of the Rothermere American Institute. He also regularly 

writes and presents documentaries for the BBC. His latest book is The Stormy Present: 

Conservatism and the Problem of Slavery in Northern Politics, 1846–1865 (The University of North 

Carolina Press, 2017). To find out more, visit www.adamipsmith.com 
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Influence Of The American Constitution Abroad 
 Views 2,936,250 Updated Nov 27 2020 

It can easily be argued that America's most important export has been the Constitution of the 

United States (/places/united-states-and-canada/us-politicalgeography/united-states). It was the 

first single-document constitution. It is the longest-lived. And in only two centuries, virtually every 

nation has come to accept the inevitability and value of having a constitution. This fact transcends 

differences of culture, history, and legal heritage. The United States (/places/united-states-and-

canada/us-political-geography/unitedstates) Constitution is perceived as the fundamental point of 

reference, even by regimes whose philosophical outlook is antidemocratic. Furthermore, nearly 

every nation has accepted the "Philadelphia formula"—either internally or universally—as the 

means by which an effective constitution can best be produced. 

The international impact of the U.S. Constitution is an ongoing reality: most of the world's 

constitutions have been written in the last forty years, and constitutions are rewritten and revised 

all the time. The Constitution of the United States (/social-sciences-and-law/politicalscience-and-

government/us-government/constitution-united-states) continues to be the guiding pattern, and a 

wellspring of inspiration and innovation. The fundamental idea behind the U.S. Constitution was 

the belief that the people of a nation comprise the constituent power. The founders of this 

country, conceiving of the people as the sovereign, asserted that the people themselves could 

formulate and promulgate a constitution. The idea of a constitutional convention was the natural 

expression of this concept, for it literally embodied the sovereignty of the people. 

Universally influential also have been the American ratification and amending processes. For it was 

these that gave the U.S. Constitution—and all subsequent constitutions—the essential 

characteristic of permanence. Prior to the creation of such machinery, any law could be 

superseded by another law. Now it is no longer possible. A method had been created for public 

approbation of the work of the constitution-makers before the constitution could come into 

effect. And a method had been created for constitutional change to be effected by that public. 

Every constitution has since copied or been guided by those formulations. Indeed, the very nature 

of maintaining permanent written constitutions depends upon the creation of these political 

devices. 

The federal structure—the essential product of the U.S. Constitution—innovated a means by 

which local and central power could be reconciled. The underlying assumption was that the 
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citizenry, and not the government, is sovereign and is the source of derived power. Thus was 

established a basis for maintaining national unity, and it has been widely adapted. 

Australia, Canada, West Germany, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, and, most recently, Nigeria boast of 

adherence to American concepts in the creation of their own federal structure and so to a lesser 

extent do Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, and Venezuela. 

The United States was the first nation to have an elected head of state called a president. It was a 

constitutionally created president, described by harold j. laski as "both more and less than a king; 

both more and less than a prime minister (/social-sciences-and-law/politicalscience-and-

government/political-science-terms-and-concepts/prime)." Today more than half the world's 

nations have presidents as their chief executives, some with even more constitutional power than 

the American president (France, South Africa (/places/africa/southafrican-political-

geography/south-africa)), many with only nominal ceremonial powers (India, Zimbabwe). 

The American Constitution formalized the concepts required to make such a system work: the 

separation of powers and the system of checks and balances. The result balances leadership and 

minimizes abuse, encourages stability and obviates tyranny. 

It is now universally understood—as it was by a vocal American citizenry that backed the bill of 

rights 200 years ago—that fundamental freedoms cannot be guaranteed merely by good 

intentions. The ratifiers of the U.S. Constitution taught that there could be no fundamental law of 

the land without a separate section listing individual rights. With the adoption of the Canadian 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms in 1982, the United Kingdom is the only major nation without a 

constitutional Bill of Rights (/history/united-states-and-canada/us-history/billrights), although such 

has been proposed. The belief that liberties require an explicit statement in order to assure their 

protection animates political endeavors and constitutionalism throughout the world today. 

The sheer longevity of America's constitutional experiment illuminates with each passing year a 

great, yet hidden strength of the U.S. Constitution: It is a device for assuring national dialogue and 

conflict resolution. The legislative branch, the executive, and especially the judiciary are more than 

divisions of government. They are America's ongoing constitutional convention. And as much as 

anything, this aspect of their identities explains why the American constitutional model remains so 

attractive and thought-provoking at its bicentennial. 

Any study of the international influence of the U.S. Constitution must take into account the fact 

that this influence is both historic and ongoing. And it should consider how American guidelines, 

practices, and innovations have been improved on by other nations. But more would be 

accomplished than just a study of the past. A new understanding would be achieved, of what is 

fundamental to the American Constitution and what is ephemeral, of what is exportable, and even 

universally applicable. 
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So pervasive has been the influence of the Constitution of the United States (/social-sciencesand-

law/political-science-and-government/us-government/constitution-united-states) that most 

nations have followed its lead by adopting one-document constitutions of their own. Beginning in 

1791 with Poland and France, the American concept of a constitution to create government 

speedily became the norm. 

Although some nations are under martial rule or have a transitional government with their 

constitutions in suspension, all but the United Kingdom, New Zealand (/places/australia-

andoceania/australian-and-new-zealand-political-geography/new-zealand), and Israel are 

committed to the concept and principle of the one-document constitution and all have such a 

document in some stage of preparation or have one in place. Significantly, the act of constitutional 

suspension has become the most extreme political act of modern government. What makes this 

American-influenced constitutional universality so historically significant is its short duration on 

the world stage. 

What has made the U.S. Constitution so admired and so imitated? It was not the establishment of 

a supreme law of the land; that was no innovation. Plato taught in The Laws that "some body of 

law should exist on a permanent basis, on a superior plane—neither subject to individual tyranny 

nor to raw majority democracy." Historian k. c. Wheare noted that "from the earliest times … 

people had thought it proper or necessary to write down in a document the fundamental 

principles upon which their government for the future should be established and conducted." 

Nor was it the theory of limited government that intrigued foreign statesmen. Even the notions of 

establishing a republic or electing a president or the radical concept of popular sovereignty 

(/history/united-states-and-canada/us-history/popular-sovereignty) were already commonplace —

at least in theory. The philosophers of the Enlightenment and their forebears all had written on 

such subjects and were familiar with each other's works. And there had already existed such 

governmental documents as the 1579 Act of Union of the United Provinces of the 

Netherlands, but until the American experience no one had thought of calling their documents 

"constitutions." 

The written constitution is an American innovation. Its genesis can be traced to thomas hooker 

' sfundamental orders of connecticut (1639) which was the first to create a state or governmental 

entity. This prefigured the state constitutions of Virginia and Pennsylvania, which in turn 

influenced the French Declaration of the Rights of Man. The U.S. Constitution, however, was the 

document that influenced and continues to influence foreign constitution-makers. For since that 

date nationhood was to be achieved via a constitution. 

The primary reason for the great influence of the U.S. Constitution abroad is that it 

institutionalized government based on the sovereignty of the people. Americans also created the 

machinery to translate constitutional philosophy into constitutional reality. Their main device was 
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the constitutional convention or constituent assembly. This device has been the most significant 

and most followed precedent in constitutional development. For in this way a nation can be 

formed and gets its "supreme law of the land" (save in those instances where the former colonial 

power grants independence and bestows a constitution for independence). The constituent 

assembly institutionalized democracy. It legitimized revolution, enabling men to do what they had 

not yet been able to do peacefully and legally—to alter or abolish government and institute new 

governments deriving their authority from the consent of the governed. 

By following the United States model, all constitution writers after 1787 could legitimize their 

revolutions, their independence, their nationhood. In his study of Latin American political 

institutions, Jacques Lambert wrote: "Here … was the worthy model of a constitution that 

repudiated monarchy and clearly proclaimed the principle of political freedom.… The Constitution 

of the United States lent authority the cloak of democratic respectability. A few countries very 

shortly adopted constitutions directly inspired by it—Venezuela in 1811, Mexico in 1824, the 

Central American Federation in 1825, and Argentina in 1826." 

Just by being the first, the U.S. Constitution inevitably influenced constitutions abroad. It was the 

only available national model for the 1791 constitution-makers of Poland who copied its preamble 

and its impeachment provisions, and in their famous Article V provided Europe's first statement of 

popular sovereignty (/history/united-states-and-canada/us-history/popular-sovereinty 

Encyclopedia of the American Constitution) 
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Answer each question in 1-4 sentences. Note: The page numbers are not there to help you find the answer. 

Those page numbers are the location of the questions.  

1. What are similarities and differences of the President of the United States and Queen of England?  

2. How is Parliament more connected to the legislative branch than Congress?  

3. Why do other countries look at the United States when creating their own constitution?  

4. What do you think the article meant by “Philadelphia formula?”   
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• Participate in an exercise, game, or strenuous activity and receive a 100 in each of your classes 

(no other assignments today).  

• Communicate this assignment through phone, text, email, Bloomz, or submit a written copy to 

the office.  
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