
GOVERNMENT WEEK 2.6 GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

This week you will be looking at U.S. and New Mexico symbols like you did with songs last 

week.  Symbols can invoke the same sense of unity, patriotism, or other emotions like last 

week’s songs.  You will also be looking at New Mexico’s government.  You will learn how it 

compares to the federal government, as well as, see how social & political leaders at every level 

have affected New Mexico.  Thursday you do not have any work and should use this day to 

complete any missing work. 

Day One (11/16) 

Iconic symbols of a nation can easily be explained and understood by those who live in that 

nation or other nations.  Symbols are tied to specific things.  An example would be how you 

know about the American flag as they are in your classrooms, outside the courthouse, and 

multiple other locations.  You learned what the stripes and stars stand for.  Symbols like the 

bald eagle or Zia symbol are used to create unity and continuity throughout the years.  

 Read: U. S. Symbols 

 Assignment: Symbols  

Day Two (11/17) 

New Mexico and the United States have a similar system of government, but they both have 

their own constitution.  New Mexico and other states have their own rights and abilities to 

govern their state how they see fit causing some similarities and differences between state 

constitutions and the U.S. constitution.  

 Read: NM Government 

Day Three (11/18) 

This assignment is over yesterday’s reading.  

 Assignment: New Mexico  

Day Four (11/19) 

Use this day to complete all missing assignments – these assignments should be on your 

progress report or call your teacher to check on missing work. 

Contact Information 

Phone: (575)799-6588, email: ctrudo@floydbroncos.com 

  



Rubric 

 1 pts 2 pts 3 pts 4 pts 5 pts 

Content Topic is 
addressed 
poorly 
 

Disconnected 
from the topic. 
Topic addressed 
but no 
connection to 
reading 
 

Topic is 
addressed. 
Connection to 
reading is 
minimal and 
somewhat 
relevant 

Topic is 
satisfactorily 
address with 
strong 
connections to 
reading  
 

Topic is 
excellently 
addressed with 
only relevant 
connections  
 

Organization No organization 
presented, does 
not follow 
proper format 
 

Illogical 
organization, 
partly following 
format 

Some 
organization but 
does not contain 
the right 
amount of 
sentences 

Logically 
organized but 
does not contain 
the right 
amount of 
sentences 

Strong 
organization and 
includes correct 
number of 
sentences 

Writing 
Mechanics 

Spelling, 
punctuation, 
and grammar 
never observed 
 

Spelling, 
punctuation, 
and grammar 
rarely observed, 
frequent errors 

Spelling, 
punctuation, 
and grammar 
inconsistent 

Spelling, 
punctuation, 
and grammar 
correct with 
minimal errors 

Spelling, 
punctuation, 
and grammar 
errors are very 
few and minor 

 

  



  

DAY ONE (11/16) 
U.S. Symbols 



Answer each question, number 1 and the 2 Analyze Historical Sources question on the 
Document-Based Investigation, in 1-4 sentences. Note: The page numbers are not there to help you 
find the answer. Those page numbers are the location of the questions. 

1. Uncle Sam and Smokey the Bear are both examples of symbols that have been used for 
many years.  Smokey the Bear is used for forest fire prevention, while Uncle Sam has been 
used to push Americans to join the military.  Why do you think these symbols have been 
used for years instead of creating a new symbol? 

 

  

DAY ONE (11/16) 
Assignment: Symbols 



New Mexico Constitutional History 
Guest Essayist: The Honorable David L. Robbins 

 
New Mexico became the 47th state to join the union on January 6, 1912.  This was shortly 

before Arizona was admitted on February 14, 1912.  The New Mexico Constitution became 

effective on the day Congress admitted New Mexico to the union.  The original document was 

ratified by the New Mexico Constitutional Convention on November 21, 1910.  The voters of 

the State ratified the constitution on November 5, 1911. 

The ratified constitution and eventual boundaries varied widely from what was originally 

proposed in the mid 1800’s.  The New Mexico territory was formed following the end of the 

Spanish American War in 1848 through the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.  The territory initially 

consisted of parts of west Texas (which claimed the territory east of the Rio Grande river), most 

of present-day Arizona, and part of southern Colorado. 

In the 1850’s the country was in a deep debate on slavery.  Although slavery was not common 

in the territory, the Missouri Compromise of 1820 was used as an argument that New Mexico 

could be a slave state, but the argument wasn’t persuasive.  The lack of statehood for the area 

prior to the Civil War and disagreement on its boundaries delayed its admission for decades.  

The original territory excluded the south western part of present-day New Mexico (the Boot 

Heel) and southern Arizona.  This nearly 30,000 square miles of land was purchased from 

Mexico in 1854 which permitted the construction of a rail line across the southern-western part 

of the country. 

The Constitution for the State has 24 Articles and has been amended more than 170 times in 

107 years.  Conversely, the U.S. Constitution has seven Articles and has been amended only 27 

times in 230 years, including the first ten amendments included as the Bill of Rights.  Many 

amendments to the State Constitution are minor, and several have been related to voting 

changes.  In most states, these minor changes are usually handled by State statutes, but are 

enshrined in the New Mexico Constitution. 

New Mexico has a long and colorful past spanning several millennia and a rich and diverse 

culture.  The Constitution incorporates much of that historical culture.  Native Americans have 

been present in New Mexico for over eight thousand years.  After Spain conquered Mexico, it 

DAY TWO (11/17)           1 

NM Government 

https://constitutingamerica.org/new-mexico-constitutional-history-guest-essayist-the-honorable-david-l-robbins/
https://constitutingamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/StateNewMexicoFlag.png


included all the area of present-day New Mexico.  During Spanish control, hundreds of land-

grants were issued to individuals.  Many of these land grants still exist today.  The heirs to those 

land-grants share in that rich history but have often had to fight for their legal right to those 

land-grants. 

Due to the strong Spanish history and historical Spanish legal system, New Mexico’s 

constitution declares the State as a bi-lingual State.  This was intended to protect educational 

access of Spanish speakers and those of Spanish descent. 

Despite the acknowledgement of the strong Spanish history, approval by the Constitutional 

Convention in 1910 wasn’t assured by Congress, as provisions restricted the ability to be 

amended.  These restrictions included; 

 the requirement of a two-thirds vote of the legislature to propose amendments, 

 in addition to a bare majority, all amendments would be ratified by at least 40% of those 

voting in the election, with a 40%+ vote in at least half of the State’s counties, and 

 a limitation on the total number of amendments submitted to the people in a given 

election cycle. 

Congress did not approve of these anti-populist provisions.  As a prerequisite to admission as a 

state, Congress required that the people of the State ratify an amendment that would: 

 provide for a simple majority vote in the legislature, 

 ratify by a simple majority vote of the people, and 

 do away with the limitation on the total number of amendments. 

The prerequisites were proposed by Henry De La Warr Flood from Virginia and came to be 

known as the “Flood amendment.” 

Article XII of the Constitution addresses education and requires that the State provide public 

education “sufficient” for all children.  While “sufficient” isn’t defined, poor educational 

outcomes for minority and at-risk students prompted a challenge in 2014 via several lawsuits.  

Two of the largest suits were combined and officially became known as the Martinez-Yazzie 

lawsuit.  In December 2018 Judge Sarah Singleton sided with the plaintiffs ruling the State had 

failed to meet its constitutional requirement for at-risk students and gave the State until April 

2019 to resolve the deficiencies.  Many of the at-risk students are English language learners, 

primarily of Spanish heritage. 

Funding for education is addressed in Section 2 of the Constitution that established the Land 

Grant Permanent Fund for education.  This was intended to provide a sustainable source of 

income to fund the public schools in the State.  New Mexico is a geographically large State, fifth 

largest in the country, with over 126,000 square miles and is sparsely populated (a bit over 2 

million).  Along with a small economic base, the Land Grant Permanent Fund is insufficient to 

totally support the educational mandates of the Constitution, so the State Legislature also 

appropriates funds directly to supplement other funding sources.  
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NM Government 
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DAY TWO (11/17)           3 

NM Government 



 

Compare and contrast New Mexico’s government to the United States government’s structure 
in 5-10 sentences.  

DAY THREE (11/18) 

Assignment: New Mexico 


