
GOVERNMENT WEEK SIX GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

This week I added a new section to the introduction pages.  It is a rubric so you can better 

understand what I am looking for in your short-answer responses.  The rubric section will 

become a permanent part of these pages, but it will change to fit different assignments.  You 

will notice the change by the rubric having a new name.  

Before jumping into this week’s lesson, you will be looking at the Census.  I am sure you have 

seen advertisements on TV, your phone, around town, people wearing Census 2020 shirts, and 

you might have even gotten an email or text discussing the 2020 Census.  Since we are in a 

census year, it is important as ever to understand the purpose and use of the data collected for 

the Census.  The Census is actually mandated in Article I, which you will be looking at this week.  

Article I created the Legislative Branch.   

Day One (9/14) 

This reading will discussion the importance of the U.S. Census and will include Article I of the 

U.S. Constitution.  

 Read: Census and Article I 

 Assignment: Overview of Census and Article I 

Day Two (9/15) 

This reading discusses the Legislative Branch which was put in place by Article I of the U.S. 

Constitution.  

 Read: Legislative Branch  

Day Three (9/16) 

This reading discusses what the legislative branches does, pass laws.  You will read what all it 

takes for a bill to become a law.  This assignment is over all aspects of the Legislative Branch 

which comes from your reading today and yesterday.  

 Read: How A Bill Becomes a Law  

 EXTRA RESOURCE: Video: Schoolhouse Rock- How a Bill Becomes a Law 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Otbml6WIQPo  

 Assignment: Legislative Branch Assignment 

Day Four (9/17) 

Happy Constitution Day! On this date, 233 years ago the U.S. Constitution was adopted by the 

United States.  

 Constitution Day Activity 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Otbml6WIQPo


Vocabulary: This list of vocabulary is not an assignment. It is just vocabulary that is important 

this week. 

Census Bicameral Legislature House of Representatives 

Senate Congress Sessions 

Elastic Clause Bill Veto 

Turn-in Format 

All assignments are due at the end of the week.  This means you can turn all assignments in at 
once or you can turn them in as you go.  You can a document to me through email or Bloomz or 
send a picture through text, email, or Bloomz.  You do not have to print the packet out and fill 
in the holes.  You can just type up a document or write out your answers. YOU HAVE TO 
NUMBER YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO MATCH THE QUESTION AND WRITE THE NAME OF THE 
ASSIGNMENT AT THE TOP. This information will help me match your answers to the 
assignment.  Be careful when you turn things in too.  DOUBLE CHECK to make sure you are 
sending all of your work especially if you submitting by a photo.  

Note About Assignments 

If the assignment has a specific format, please follow it.  I will put a description above the 
assignments.  This description will tell you how many sentences you should use to answer the 
question or discuss how to complete the assignment.  Examples would be telling you to match 
terms with definition or define vocabulary. 

Rubric 

 1 pts 2 pts 3 pts 4 pts 5 pts 

Content Topic is addressed 
poorly 
 

Disconnected 
from the topic. 
Topic addressed 
but no connection 
to reading 
 

Topic is 
addressed. 
Connection to 
reading is minimal 
and somewhat 
relevant 
 

Topic is 
satisfactorily 
address with 
strong 
connections to 
reading  
 

Topic is 
excellently 
addressed with 
only relevant 
connections  
 

Organization No organization 
presented, does 
not follow proper 
format 
 

Illogical 
organization, 
partly following 
format 

Some 
organization but 
does not contain 
the right amount 
of sentences 
 

Logically 
organized but 
does not contain 
the right amount 
of sentences 

Strong 
organization and 
includes correct 
number of 
sentences 

Writing 
Mechanics 

Spelling, 
punctuation, and 
grammar never 
observed 
 

Spelling, 
punctuation, and 
grammar rarely 
observed, 
frequent errors 
 

Spelling, 
punctuation, and 
grammar 
inconsistent 
 

Spelling, 
punctuation, and 
grammar correct 
with minimal 
errors 
 

Spelling, 
punctuation, and 
grammar errors 
are very few and 
minor 
 

 
  



What Is the 2020 Census? 

The 2020 Census counts every person living in the United States and five U.S. territories. 

The count is mandated by the Constitution and conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, a 

nonpartisan government agency. The 2020 Census counts the population in the United States 

and five U.S. territories (Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands). Each home will receive an invitation to 

respond to a short questionnaire—online, by phone, or by mail—between March 12-20. 

Why We Conduct This Count 

The census provides critical data that lawmakers, business owners, teachers, and many others 

use to provide daily services, products, and support for you and your community. Every year, 

billions of dollars in federal funding go to hospitals, fire departments, schools, roads, and other 

resources based on census data. 

The results of the census also determine the number of seats each state will have in the U.S. 

House of Representatives, and they are used to draw congressional and state legislative 

districts. 

It's also in the Constitution: Article 1, Section 2, mandates that the country conduct a count of 

its population once every 10 years. The 2020 Census will mark the 24th time that the country 

has counted its population since 1790. 

Counting Everyone 

Participating in the census is required by law, even if you recently completed another survey 

from the Census Bureau. A complete and accurate count is critical for you and your community, 

because the results of the 2020 Census will affect community funding, congressional 

representation, and more. 

Responding to the Census 

Please complete your form online, by phone, or by mail when your invitation to respond 

arrives. Visit my2020census.gov to begin. 

Questions Asked on the Form 

Responding to the 2020 Census is easy. Learn more about the questions that are asked and how 

your answers will be used. 

Spread the Word 

Everyone can play a part in ensuring a complete and accurate count in 2020 by spreading the 

word on social media. 

DAY ONE (9/15) 

Census & Article I 

https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond.html
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https://2020census.gov/en/how-to-help.html


Impact in Your Community 

School lunches. Plans for highways. Support for firefighters and families in need. Census results 

affect your community every day. 

Shaping Your Future 

The results of the 2020 Census will help determine how hundreds of billions of dollars in federal 

funding flow into communities every year for the next decade. That funding shapes many 

different aspects of every community, no matter the size, no matter the location. 

Think of your morning commute: Census results influence highway planning and construction, 

as well as grants for buses, subways, and other public transit systems. 

Or think of your local schools: Census results help determine how money is allocated for the 

Head Start program and for grants that support teachers and special education. 

The list goes on, including programs to support rural areas, to restore wildlife, to prevent child 

abuse, to prepare for wildfires, and to provide housing assistance for older adults. 

Curious about what other programs are impacted by census data? Download this report  to 

see a full list. 

 

Helping Communities 

Did you know that census data helps communities respond to natural disasters and secure 

funding for hospitals and fire departments? Explore these videos and stories to learn more.  

 

Importance of the Data 

The 2020 Census will inform hundreds of billions in federal funding, and provide data 

that will impact communities for the next decade. 

Responding to the Census 

Please complete your form online, by phone, or by mail when your invitation to respond 

arrives. Visit my2020census.gov to begin. 

 
Questions Asked on the Form 

Responding to the 2020 Census is easy. Learn more about the questions that are asked and how 

your answers will be used. 

 
Spread the Word 

Everyone can play a part in ensuring a complete and accurate count in 2020 by spreading the 

word on social media. 
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Census & Article I 
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Section 1. 

All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which 

shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section 2. 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second year by the 

people of the several states, and the electors in each state shall have the qualifications requisite 

for electors of the most numerous branch of the state legislature. 

No person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the age of twenty five years, 

and been seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an 

inhabitant of that state in which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several states which may be 

included within this union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be determined by 

adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of 

years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration 

shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, 

and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. The 

number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state shall 

have at least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the state of New 

Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence 

Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware 

one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any state, the executive authority thereof 

shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker and other officers; and shall have the 

sole power of impeachment. 

Section 3. 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each state, chosen by 

the legislature thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first election, they shall be 

divided as equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the Senators of the first class shall 

be vacated at the expiration of the second year, of the second class at the expiration of the 

fourth year, and the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one third may be 

chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by resignation, or otherwise, during the 

recess of the legislature of any state, the executive thereof may make temporary appointments 

until the next meeting of the legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies. 

No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty years, and been 

nine years a citizen of the United States and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of 

that state for which he shall be chosen. 

DAY ONE (9/15) 

Census & Article I 
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The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no vote, 

unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the absence 

of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the office of President of the United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that purpose, 

they shall be on oath or affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the Chief 

Justice shall preside: And no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of 

the members present. 

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from office, and 

disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States: 

but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment 

and punishment, according to law. 

Section 4. 

The times, places and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be 

prescribed in each state by the legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by law 

make or alter such regulations, except as to the places of choosing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be on the first 

Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 

 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/articlei  
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Census & Article I 
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Answer questions 1, 2, and 6 in 1-5 complete sentences. Questions 3-5 you can simply list or 

state the answer.  

1. Why is the Census important? 

2. What does Census data help provide and how long do they use it? 

3. What branch of government is Article I about?  

4. How often are members of the House of Representative elected? 

5. How often are members of the Senate elected? 

6. Why is it important to have two branches in Congress? 
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Overview of Census and Article I 
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Legislative Branch Reading 
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Legislative Branch Reading 
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How a Bill Becomes a Law 



  

DAY THREE (9/16) 

How a Bill Becomes a Law 



Answer each question in 1-5 sentences EXCEPT question 27 and 29.  

 

  

DAY THREE (9/16) 

Legislative Branch Assignment 



 

MS/HS Constitution Day 

Thursday, September 17, 2020 

Assignment: Celebrate Constitution Day with the following coloring activity: Flag or We the 
People. Send the completed assignment to one of your teachers for a participation grade worth 
100 points. This grade will count for every class you have on Thursday except HS Math*. HS Math 
will continue as normal, so login and complete your assignments. 

Enjoy this fun activity and celebrate Constitution Day as a Floyd Bronco. 

          If you are unable to complete the coloring assignment, here are some alternatives: 

          Submit a 15 second video of you performing your patriotism. 

          Recite 15 seconds of the Constitution, etc. 

          Sing 15 seconds of a patriotic song 

          ??? — be creative and honor the Constitution 

          Have fun 

          Learn something new 

          If you submit the completed coloring page(one page), or one of the alternative 

assignments, then you will receive a 100 in every class*. If you do not complete this 

assignment, then you will receive a "0". 

I hope that we will be permitted to open school normally in the upcoming weeks. Thank you for 

your hard work and continued flexibility during these challenging times. 
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