
GOVERNMENT WEEK FIVE GUIDE 

Overview of Week 

This week you will be looking at other documents and a person that influenced the creation of 

the United States government.  The focus will be on the English Bill of Rights, Code of 

Hammurabi, and William Blackstone.  You also have your first quiz this week.  The quiz will be 

over the Declaration of Independence and influences on the founding fathers, basically what 

you have been learning about the past few weeks.  

Day One (9/8) 

The English Bill of Rights is almost an extension of the Magna Carta.  The Magna Carta gave the 

English some civil rights, while the English Bill of Rights gave them even more rights.  The 

English Bill of Rights is credited for helping create a constitutional monarch by giving Parliament 

more power.  The Code of Hammurabi was not found until the 20th century; however, it is 

believed to be one of the most comprehensive written laws for its early time period.  It included 

282 rules that were used to rule Babylon.  Justice was upheld in the Code of Hammurabi and 

some of its ideals can be seen in other governments.  

• Read: English Bill of Rights, Code of Hammurabi 

Day Two (9/9) 

William Blackstone’s judicial career included a positon on Parliament, as well as, teaching and 

practicing law.  Blackstone published a four volume book discussing English law.  His book, 

Commentaries on the Laws of England, was very influential to people including the founding 

fathers.  The founding fathers might not have agreed with Blackstone fully, yet they looked to 

his work for inspiration when creating the judicial branch of the government.  

• Read: William Blackstone 

• Assignment: Influences on U.S. Government 

Day Three (9/10) 

This assignment is a quiz over the past few weeks’ work over the Declaration of Independence 

and influential people and documents from Europe that the founders used to help shape the 

United States government.  

• Assignment: Foundation of Government Quiz  

Vocabulary: This list of vocabulary is not an assignment. It is just vocabulary that is important 

this week. 

English Bill of Rights King James II Code of Hammurabi 

Babylonians  William Blackstone Laws 

 

 



Turn-in Format 

All assignments are due at the end of the week.  This means you can turn all assignments in at 
once or you can turn them in as you go.  You can a document to me through email or Bloomz or 
send a picture through text, email, or Bloomz.  You do not have to print the packet out and fill 
in the holes.  You can just type up a document or write out your answers. YOU HAVE TO 
NUMBER YOUR ASSIGNMENTS TO MATCH THE QUESTION AND WRITE THE NAME OF THE 
ASSIGNMENT AT THE TOP. This information will help me match your answers to the 
assignment.  Be careful when you turn things in too.  DOUBLE CHECK to make sure you are 
sending all of your work especially if you submitting by a photo.  

Note About Assignments 

If the assignment has a specific format, follow it.  I will put a description above the assignments.  
This description will tell you how many sentences you should use to answer the question or 
discuss how to complete the assignment.  Examples would be telling you to match terms with 
definition or define vocabulary. 
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Answer each question in 2-6 sentences.  

1. What is the English Bill of Rights? Why do you think colonist were not given the same rights 

as those living in Great Britain? 

2. As British citizens, the colonist should be granted the same rights as those in Great Britain.  

The founding fathers used the Magna Carta and English Bill of Rights to grant colonist the same 

rights.  How did the English Bill of Rights influence the United States government? 

3. The Code of Hammurabi was not discovered until the 20th century, yet it is seen as a pioneer 

in lawmaking.  How do some of the laws in the Code of Hammurabi compare to the United 

States?  

4. Why did the founding fathers disagree with Blackstone? 

5. What aspects of Blackstone’s beliefs influenced the United States government?  

DAY TWO (9/9) 
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Answer each question in 4-10 sentences.  

1. The United States of America is sometimes called a melting pot because it has such a diverse 

population; however, others have referred to it as a salad bowl.  A melting pot means 

everything in the pot melts together, while a salad bowl contains individual pieces that keep 

their individuality but are mixed with other pieces.  Do you think the United States is a melting 

pot or salad bowl? Why? 

2. “Describe: What were the key purposes of the Declaration of Independence?” 

3. Why was it important to the writers of the Declaration of Independence to give the people 

the power and ability to abolish the government to create a new one? 

4. “What were the Articles of Confederation and why did they need to be changed?” (50) 
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5. “Identify: In what ways did the colonist English political heritage influence American ideas 

about government and individual rights?” (51) 

6. “Draw Conclusions: Why do you think that several states wanted a bill of people’s right 

added to the Constitution?” (48) 

7. What influence did the Magna Carta and English Bill of Rights have on the creation of United 

States documents (Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and/or Bill of Rights) 

8. Why do you think the founding fathers looked to the English Enlightenment thinkers when 

framing the United States government? If they liked their ideas, why not just stay a part of 

Great Britain?  
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