
GOVERNMENT WEEK TWO GUIDE   

Overview of Week   
This week you will be looking into the beginning of the American government. The reading will 

consist of different types of governments and some of the first documents written for the United 

States. You look at the Declaration of Independence and Articles of Confederation.  These two 

documents show why Americans wanted independence from Great Britian and the Articles of 

Confederation are viewed as the United States first constitution.    

Day One (8/17)   
To understand government, you need to understand what types of governments there are.   

• Read: Day One Reading    

• Types of Government Assignment   

Day Two (8/18)   
Today, your reading includes discussion about the Declaration of Independence and Articles of 

Confederation. You will see the grievances the colonist had against Great Britain and the beginning 

of the government.    

• Read: Day Two Reading   

Day Three (8/19)   
This is viewed as the first constitution of the United States as it was the first document the 13 

colonies agreed upon to govern the new nation. You do not have to read the grievances fully, you 

can skim them, but there will be a question about the grievances for tomorrow’s assignment.   

• Articles of Confederation & Declaration of Independence   

Day Four (8/20)   
Today’s assignment will have questions over the Declaration of Independence and Articles of 

Confederation. Both of which are in your Day Two Reading and PowerPoint from Day Three.   

Over declaration/articles   

• Documents Assignment  

Vocabulary    

This list of vocabulary is not an assignment. It is just vocabulary that is important this week. 

Monarch   Dictator   Democracy   

Direct Democracy   Representative Democracy   Republic   

Government   Constitution   Human Rights   

Articles of Confederation   Sovereignty   Federalism   

Ratification   Federalist   Antifederalist   

Turn-in Format 

All assignments are due at the end of the week.  This means you can turn all assignments in at once 
or you can turn them in as you go.  You can a document to me through email or Bloomz or send a 
picture through text, email, or Bloomz.  You do not have to print the packet out and fill in the holes.  
You can just type up a document or write out your answers. YOU HAVE TO NUMBER YOUR 
ASSIGNMENTS TO MATCH THE QUESTION AND WRITE THE NAME OF THE ASSIGNMENT AT THE TOP. 
This information will help me match your answers to the assignment.  
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DAY ONE (8/17)   

Types of Government   

For this assignment you will have to fill out the table with the types of government seen in the 

reading.  Write what kind of government it is, the person who rules that form of government, and 

any variations it might have from other forms of government.   

Kind of Government   Who Rules?   Variations   
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DAY FOUR (8/20)   

Documents Assignment   

This assignment is over Day Two and Three readings.  Answer each question in 2-5 sentences.   

1. Section 2 Assessment: “Write a brief description for the term human rights.”   

   

   

   

   

   

2. Section 2 Assessment: “What was the overall problem with the Articles of Confederation? Give 

four specific examples that illustrate the problem.”   

   

   

   

   

   

3. Section 2 Assessment: “You read that the Declaration of Independence is more than a 

document to justify independence from Great Britain. Why is the Declaration of   

Independence still considered one of the most important documents in American history?”   

   

   

   

   

   

4. What are some of the grievance's colonist list in the Declaration of Independence? List four.   

    

   

   

   

   

5. Which Article do you think is the most important?    


