
 

GOV. WEEK ONE GUIDE 

Objectives 

The student will apply what they learned from their readings through the Chapter One Review 

Assignment. (Application) 

The student will explain why they believe learning about government is important through the 

Why is it Important? Assignment. (Synthesis) 

Overview  

This week students are getting an introduction into American government.  You will be given a 

few articles discussing the importance of learning about government and discussing why you 

believe it is important.  The reading for this week is Chapter One and it discusses citizenship.  

Section One you will learn about being a citizen in the United States while Section Two 

discusses who U.S. citizens are.  Section Three focuses on population.  This information is 

important as it will give you a basic understanding of United States values and who makes up the 

population.  

Day One (8/10)  

Today I just want you to tell me about yourself and learn some about me since I will not be 

getting to see you in class for a while.  Registering for a Bloomz account will allow us to have 

some group and classroom discussions as I am trusting you by giving you access for student to 

student interaction.  

• Read About the Teacher  

• About Me Assignment  

• Register for Bloomz if you can.   

 



 

Day Two (8/11)  

This reading will give a basic understanding of some aspects of government focusing on the 

citizens.  

• Read Chapter One: We The People of your textbook, Civics in Practice (pages 6-21) 

Day Three (8/12)  

This assignment is a review of Chapter One where you answer questions discussing the rights 

and responsibilities you have as a citizen, as well as, foundations of government.  

• Chapter One Review Assignment  

Day Four (8/13)  

Today, I want you to focus on why this class is important.  These articles and video (video 

transcript provided) show the importance of understanding your own government.  You are 

seniors some might already be 18 or older meaning you are almost all adults.  As adults, you 

have new rights and responsibilities as United States citizens that you need to understand so you 

can exercise those rights. 

• Read: 3 Reasons you should care & Forgotten Purpose article & Khan video transcript or 

use the link to watch the video 

• Why is it Important? Assignment  

Vocabulary  

Civics  Citizen  Government  

Immigrant  Quota  Alien  

Native-born  Naturalization  Refugees  

Census  Demographic  Population  

 



 

 

Please join Gov./Econ class on Bloomz! 

Bloomz is a new app that works both on your smartphone
 as well as on your computer. You will receive quick
 updates and photos of class activities, be able to
 access our class calendar, and more. All in a

 private and secure environment. 

3 New Bloomz Parent 
1. Download the “Bloomz" app from the
 AppStore/PlayStore and click on "Enter Code".
 If browser, go to bloomz.com and click
 on "Join Bloomz" followed by "Enter Code" 

2. In the text box, enter QJ7RR4 

3. Create your account 

4 Existing Bloomz Parent 
1. Log into your Bloomz account 
2. Click “+Add Class/Group” on the left
 navigation. 
3. In the text box, enter QJ7RR4 

4. Click next 

5 ... or join using text messaging

 instead 
Text @QJ7RR4 to 1-858-BLOOMZ1 (1-858-256-6691)
 to receive 1-way text messages from your
 teacher 

Need help? Go to support.bloomz.com or email
 us at support@bloomz.com 

  

Parents 

mailto:support@bloomz.com


 

 

 

Por favor unirse a la clase Gov./Econ en
 Bloomz! 

Bloomz es una nuevaaplicación que funciona tanto en su
 teléfono móvil, como en su computadora. A
 través de ella, usted podrá recibir actualizaciones, fotos
 de actividades en el salón de clase, tener acceso al
 calendario de la clase y mucho más. Todo en un

 ambiente privado y seguro. 

¿Nuevo en Bloomz? 

1. Descargue la aplicación de Bloomz del
 AppStore/PlayStore y dé click en “Create

 Account”. Si está en su navegador, vaya
 a bloomz.com y dé click en “Join Bloomz” 

2. En el espacio designado escriba el
 siguiente código: QJ7RR4 

3. Establezca su cuenta 

Ya tiene cuenta en Bloomz 

1. Ingrese a su cuenta en Bloomz 

2. Dé click en “+ Add Class/Group” en la
 navigacion izquierda 

3. En el espacio designado escriba el
 siguiente código: QJ7RR4 

4. Dé click en “Next” 

¿Necesita ayuda? Vaya a support.bloomz.com o envíenos un
 mensaje a support@bloomz.com 
  

Parents 

mailto:support@bloomz.com


 

 

 

Please join Gov./Econ class on Bloomz! 

Bloomz is a new app that works  both on your
 smartphone  as well as on your  computer. You will
 receive quick updates and photos of class activities,
 be able to access our class calendar, and more. 

 All in a private and secure
 environment. 

6 New Bloomz Student 
1. Download the “Bloomz" app from the
 AppStore/PlayStore and click on "Enter Code".
 If browser, go to bloomz.com and click
 on "Join Bloomz" followed by "Enter Code" 

2. In the text box, enter RB2BPT 

3. Create your account 

7 Existing Bloomz Student 
1. Log into your Bloomz account 
2. Click “+Add Class/Group” on the left
 navigation. 
3. In the text box, enter RB2BPT 

4. Click next 

8 ... or join using text messaging

 instead 
Text @RB2BPT to 1-858-BLOOMZ1 (1-858-256-6691)
 to receive 1-way text messages from your
 teacher 

Need help? Go to support.bloomz.com or email
 us at support@bloomz.com 
  

Students 



 

DAY ONE (8/10)  

ABOUT ME 

Hi, my name is ___________________________________  

I am in _____ grade.  

Devices Available at Home: (Phone), (Computer), (Tablet), etc.   

What is the best way to reach and get a response from you? (Phone Call) (Text) 

(Bloomz App/Website) (Email) (Morning) (Afternoon) (Evening)  

Are you or have you been a part of FFA? Yes  No  

Siblings: ____________________________________________________________________  

Pets: ________________________________________________________________________  

Favorite Animal: _____________________________________________________________  

Favorite Music: ______________________________________________________________  

Favorite Food: _______________________________________________________________ 

Favorite Sport (Do you play?): __________________________________________________  

What I want to do when I’m older: _______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________  

Current binge-watch or favorite show: ___________________________________________  

Favorite Part of History: ________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

  



 

DAY ONE (8/10)  

ABOUT THE TEACHER 

Phone #: (575)799-6588,   Email: ctrudo@floydbroncos.com,   Other: Bloomz App/Website  

My name is Cala Wilson-Trudo, Mrs. Trudo.  My name comes from my great-grandmother who 

was named California.  Her father named her California knowing that is the closest he would 

ever get to California.  She did not enjoy the name and opted to shorten it to Cala saying 

the iforni was there just silent and pronounced it Callie.  

I am a new Floyd Broncos; however, this is not my first time being a Broncos.  I went to school 

and graduated from Grady Schools.  I was a Bronchos.  The small community is not new for me 

so I am looking forward to becoming another member of this school and community!  

I am 23 years old and am working on my Master’s at Eastern New Mexico University.  I have a 

lot of experience with online courses as a student so I will do my best to make it a good 

experience for you!  

Siblings: An older brother named Tyrel  

Pets: I have three dogs.  2 Great Pyrenees, Dolly & Buddy, and 1 min-pin mix, Bitsy.   

Favorite Animal: Dogs and elephants  

Favorite Music: Country and Pop  

Favorite Food: Mac & cheese with Rotel  

Favorite Sport: Volleyball & Soccer, I played soccer, volleyball, and basketball.  

What I want to do when I’m older: Teaching was always my dream.  I just moved from 

elementary to high school.  

Current binge-watch or favorite show: Favorite- I Love Lucy, Binge- Sugar Rush  

Favorite Part of History: World War II era due to the amount of people involved in the war.  This 

allows you to learn a lot about the event through many different perspectives.  



 

 DAY THREE (8/12)  

Chapter One  

 



 

 DAY THREE (8/12)  

Chapter One  

 



 

 DAY THREE (8/12)  

Chapter One  

 



 

 DAY THREE (8/12)  

Chapter One  

 



 

 DAY THREE (8/12)  

Chapter One  

 



 
 

 DAY THREE (8/12)  

Chapter One  

 



 

 DAY THREE (8/12)  

Chapter One Review 

Using your textbook, answer these review questions over Chapter One in 2-5 sentences. 

1. Why do we study civics? 

 

 

 

2. Define equality, liberty, and justice in your own terms. 

 

 

 

3. What are ways you can be a good citizen? 

 

 

 

4. Out of the three American values, which do you find most important and why? 

 

 

 

5. The government is able to change the amount of immigrants that comes into the United States 

with an annual quota.  Why do you think annual quotas of immigrants' changes? 

 

 

  



 

DAY FOUR (8/13) 

Khan Academy Video Transcript 

Video link- https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/history-survey/us-history-

survey/v/why-study-us-history-government-and-civics 

- So John, if I'm a student studying American history or U.S. government, why should I care? - 

Well first, there are great stories. The characters in American history, all the way through, are 

fascinating, just, human beings. They would make great movie characters, period: heroes, 

villains, people who rise to courage when they were otherwise pretty boring people. Look at 

Abraham Lincoln, for example. He failed miserably repeatedly, repeatedly, repeatedly. Then he 

becomes the greatest President. And when he's almost at the end of his, well, he doesn't know it's 

the end of his life, but later in life, after he's had his greatness, he says, "I confess that I was like 

a cork in a stream." Well, if you're a regular person and you think, "My life feels kinda without a 

purpose," you can think, well, the greatest President in America felt like his life was kind of 

bouncing around. And so, that is an incredibly human connection to greatness, and we all need 

connections to greatness of whatever kind to inspire us. Because the questions today that 

America faces about freedom and liberty and what it means to be an American, and how the 

power is distributed throughout our governments and our lives that affect us today were 

discussed and talked about and wrestled over all throughout American history. And it is a 

continuing experiment. And when Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence, he 

said, "This new country that we're creating "has to constantly refresh, each new generation "has 

to refresh their contact "with the original ideals that the country was founded on. "Otherwise, the 

country will fail." And so, it's not only important to know what's going on around us by studying 

history, but it is, according to Thomas Jefferson, your duty to stay engaged with the ideas of 

America so that those ideas don't get lost in the kind of flurry and craziness of a current moment. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/history-survey/us-history-survey/v/why-study-us-history-government-and-civics
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/history-survey/us-history-survey/v/why-study-us-history-government-and-civics


 

DAY FOUR (8/13) 

8/5/2020 3 Reasons You Should Care About Politics and Government 

9 Reasons You Should Care About Politics and 

Government 

By Jonathan Dolen January 19, 2015 

Editor's note: Sources updated as of May 2019 

As an American Government Instructor at 

Grantham, I’m often asked by others, “Why should 

I be interested in politics and government?” 

As someone who has spent many years studying and writing on the subject, I recognize that, 

to some, it's not the most glamorous of subjects. 

Combine this “boring factor” with the ongoing climate of cynicism, controversial topics 

and combative media attention regarding government, and you have a population which is 

generally disengaged. 

While I understand why some might be apathetic toward this subject, I’d like to share three 

reasons why people should be interested in politics and government. 

#1. Government and politics impacts nearly every aspect of 

our lives. 

Whether we like it or not, government plays a huge role in our daily lives, ranging from the 

amount of tax you pay for your morning coffee, to the types of light bulbs you’re allowed to 

purchase. 

Since we know that government impacts various choices we make, why not take the time to 

understand how the process works? Who makes these laws and how do they impact me? 

https://www.grantham.edu/
https://www.grantham.edu/


 

Having this understanding can help you determine the best course of action for yourself and 

your family, regarding a wide range of issues. (Most of which are more important than your 

coffee and light bulbs.) 

#2. Having knowledge of politics helps make you an 

informed voter. 

It’s a well known fact that many Americans don’t vote. In fact, a recent PBS news article 

found than even though the polls received record voter turnout during the 2016 presidential 

election, these totals still only amounted to 58% of eligible voters.
1
 

For those who do vote, I believe it’s important to go to the polls armed with the facts. 

Whether you’re voting for President or voting on a local ballot initiative, having the facts 

helps you make an informed decision on the issues. 

This isn’t to say that it's necessary to read every newspaper article about an issue or watch 

every television interview with a candidate, but doing some independents research can give 

you peace of mind that you’ve done your homework prior to casting your ballot. 

 #3. Politics is entertaining. 

While it might not be as entertaining as going out with your friends on a Friday night, 

politics can be quite fun. A good example of this is elections. My first memory of “exciting” 

politics was the recount of 2000. 

I was in Junior High, and I recall being fascinated by the process. Elections come with 

everything from the drama of campaigns prospering and collapsing, to watching various 

“negative” campaign ads. 



 

Being a spectator of it can be exciting. Is my candidate ahead in the polls? What was their 

latest blunder? Just think, this fun only occurs during election season. However, vigorous 

debates with friends and family about the current hot-button political issues can occur any 

time! Also, who doesn’t like a good political scandal. 

While I don’t expect everyone to rush out and become members of the American Political 

Science Association, consider taking time this year to look up from the busyness of life and 

take stock of what’s going on around you! 

We want to know: Do you pay attention to politics? Share with us in the comment section 

below! 

As a military friendly college, we respect the sacrifices our service members make for our 
country. Learn more about using your experience to earn college credit, military family 
scholarships and more.  

About Jonathan Dolen 

Jonathan Dolen teaches various Political Science courses at Grantham University. He earned 
both his 

Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Political Science from the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City. Currently, an active member of the American Political Science Association, his expertise 
within his field include American Government/Politics and Voting Behavior and Public 
Opinion.  

https://www.grantham.edu/blog/3-reasons-you-should-care-about-politics-and-government/ 5/19 
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(http://neatoday.org/) 
News and Features from the National Education Association 

TEACHERS AND THEIR CLASSROOMS 
(/CATEGORY/TEACHERS-AND-THEIR-CLASSROOMS/)TRENDS IN CURRICULUM (/CATEGORY/TRENDS-IN-CURRICULUM/) 

 MARCH 16, 2017 • 10:21AM () () () () () 

Forgotten Purpose: 

Civics Education in Public Schools 

BY AMANDA LITVINOV 

(HTTP://NEATODAY.ORG/AUTHORS/AMANDA-LITVINOV) 

One of the primary 

reasons our nation’s 

founders envisioned a vast 

public education system 

was to prepare youth to be 

active participants in our 

system of self-

government. The responsibilities of each citizen were assumed to go far beyond casting a vote; 

protecting the common good would require. 

Blind devotion to the state or its leaders would never be enough. Rather, being American was 

something to be learned and carried out. 

DAY FOUR (8/13) 
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 “I share my own experience of having lived in Eastern Europe— where in some places it was 

dangerous to criticize the government—to help my students understand and prepare to defend the 

freedoms we have in America,” says educator Toni Simovski. His family emigrated from 

Macedonia and Simovski served as a translator for the U.S. military before becoming an award-

winning high school civics teacher in Dearborn, Mich. 

He requires students to “see civics in action” at school board and 

city council meetings, engage in local issues through letter-writing 

campaigns, conduct interviews with local officeholders, or host 

members of the Michigan legislature in their classroom. 

Unfortunately, such a rigorous civics education is not available to 

all students. 

Until the 1960s, it was common for American high school students to have three separate 

courses in civics and government. But civics offerings were slashed as the curriculum narrowed 

over the ensuing decades, and lost further ground to “core subjects” under the NCLB-era 

standardized testing regime. 

(http://neatoday.org/2014/09/02/the-testing-obsession-andthe-disappearing-curriculum-2/) 

It’s Not an Exaggeration to Say that Civics Education is in Crisis. 

Only 25 percent of U.S. students reach the “proficient” standard on the NAEP Civics 

Assessment. 

(https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/civics/)  White, wealthy students are four to six times as 

likely as Black and Hispanic students from low-income households to exceed that level. Here’s 

why: Students in wealthier public school districts are far more likely to receive high-quality 

civics education than students in low-income and majority-minority schools. 

Only 25 percent of 

U.S. students reach the 

“pro cient” standard on the 

NAEP Civics 

Assessment.   
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Contrary to Popular Belief, the Problem isn’t that Students Receive 

No Civics Education. 

All 50 states require some form of instruction in civics and/or government, and nearly 90 percent 

of students take at least one civics class. But too often, factual book learning is not reinforced 

with experience-based learning opportunities like community service, guided debates, critical 

discussion of current events, and simulations of democratic processes. 

But Many of the Popular Reform Proposals are Based on 

Misconceptions. 

Even states that require civics education rarely take best practices into account. Since 2015, 

several states have required students to pass the U.S. citizenship exam before graduating high 

school (http://www.ydr.com/story/news/education/2016/10/07/should -high-school-students-

take-citizenship-test/91459032/). But putting so much attention on rote memorization actually 

diminishes the likelihood that students will develop more meaningful civic skills. 

http://www.ydr.com/story/news/education/2016/10/07/should-high-school-students-take-citizenship-test/91459032/
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DAY FOUR (8/13)  

Why is it Important? 

Answer the question in three-five sentences. (Would like to do this as a discussion for students 

on Bloomz website but unsure if all will have access)  

1. Why is it important for you and other citizens to learn about government?  

 


