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Wow!!! I cannot believe we are halfway through the first grading period. I know things have been rather 

strange with the packets and the way we are having to structure the class. I want to say that I am really 

impressed with how well you guys are doing. If you have questions, most of you contact me.  For those 

of you who don’t, please contact me with questions.  I will answer them and help you in any way possible 

so you will be successful. I also know that some of you may be earning different grades than you are 

used to.  With that said, part of that may be the manner in which I give out points. Freshman especially, 

go back and look at you packets from week 2 and week 3 for grading systems.  For the rest of you, go 

back and refresh how you earn your points.  I gave you very explicit breakdowns of how you are graded 

on the RACED format. 

With that out of the way, I want to quickly review some issues I have seen.  The main issue I am 

concerned about is how many of you seem to structure essays. An essay has multiple paragraphs.  

When I had you write the 3 paragraph essay, several of you wrote a longer journal. That format cost 

you points.  Freshman, when we are back in class, we will spend a week or so focusing on how to write 

a multi-paragraph essay.  Freshman, though, were not the only issue.  For the rest of you, you need to 

understand how to properly write/format the paragraphs. For the moment, though, we will focus on 

other issues I see first. I just want you to all know that I have noticed some writing issues that we need 

address.  If we have to, we will work on this via the packets in the next few weeks. 

These issues I have found have impacted the grades for several of you.  I want to help you guys so 

that we can bring up your grades and strengthen your overall writing skills.  I want you to be well-written 

so that you can succeed once you move beyond Floyd into your adult life whether that be college, work, 

or just playing video games from mom’s couch.  Yes, I know you might make money that way. You 

need to be well-written enough you can read your gaming contracts.  Seriously, though, we need to 

begin fine-tuning your skills so here we go. 

 

Types of writing 

The biggest issues I have encountered come from your lack of formal writing skills. For those of you 

coming from middle school, I understand that you may not have had a breakdown for writing styles the 

manner in which I am about to show you. Before we proceed any further, I expect maturity from you at 

all times. I don’t care if it is in writing or when we read our various novels, you will not act immature or 

make little remarks that are inappropriate so that you can be funny. Period. I won’t tolerate it.  

As we move forward into your classes, I will refer to your writing in three terms. These referrals will 

cover which writing style I expect on any given assignment. Up to this point, we have just written to get 

your thoughts on paper, and I have given length criteria so you are practicing using details when you 

write. You will still write with a pre-determined length so I can ensure that you are using details and 

giving the pertinent information, but you will also write using the format I have chosen.  The various 

formats are based on your targeted audience. From this point forward, the three terms you will hear for 

your writing are: Formal, Casual, and Intimate. 

 

Formal Writing 
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This type of writing is the type of writing you would use for your presentation type language.  If you 

were writing a speech or presenting your paper to the teacher or peers for a grade, you would be formal. 

There are specific words or phrases that would not be used in this type of writing. One of                                                                                                                   

the things that this writing requires is that you know your target audience and use phrasing that directly 

appeals to the audience., 

For example: Avoid words such as gotta, wanna, cuz, woke, and others, you also avoid using 

personal pronouns such a I, we, me, we, you even when presenting your paper and speaking, avoid 

the same wording 

Here is an example of formal writing style:   

The current pandemic guidelines are so closely linked to many of the practices of the polio pandemic 

that one can see that the effectiveness of the polio restrictions were obviously easily enforceable.  

The public was asked to practice social distancing in an effort to slow the spread of Covid-19.  People 

were also asked to wear masks as an added measure, something like that was not in the polio 

guidelines, but otherwise, the two preventative measures were closely linked. The practice of social 

distancing was considered to be highly effective in slowing the spread of the disease in both 

pandemics. 

 

As you can see, this writing sample is very specific in language.  Pronouns were specific in reference.  

If a pronoun was used, it was used as a means to reinforce the earlier reference.   

 

Many times, I see writing such as: He went over to her to cause a fight because he was BFFs with 

her boyfriend. 

  

We use a lot of he and she, but I have no idea who they are. If I said: Billy went over to Sarah to start 

a fight with her because he was friends with her ex-boyfriend, Joe. 

 

In the sample about polio and Covid-19, you knew the topic and what was being compared. That is 

the type of formal writing I expect on most of your journals.  The next sample was to show you how 

the overuse of pronouns makes a statement so vague that if you did not see the fight and know the 

people involved, you would not understand any of the conversation. These are the writing styles we 

will now begin to work on. 

 

Casual  

This language/writing style follows just what it says.  This is the language we would use every day 

among ourselves. 

Writing sample:    Dude, did you see that wreck coming out here today? 
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Dude is a word used for any gender and is friendly or somewhat distanced.  It is a fluid word that 

covers many situations therefore it is considered causal.  

 

I might use causal on a reflection journal or an I think/believe type of writing 

Intimate 

This language is not what you think so please be mature. This language is not something that is 

romantic in use. This is merely the type of language used within a specific demographic.  

For example: woke 

 

Those who have been enlightened about a social injustice are often referred to as “woke.” The people 

that are wearing chains to learn about the treatment of those considered chattel (Slaves) are trying to 

learn about the indignity of those who were brought to America against their will.  They are becoming 

woke. 

 

This type of language is rarely used in formal writing unless you are quoting something or you are 

writing a paper like a news article. Most of the time, this language is used within your peer groups or 

for specific types of people during their interactions.  

 

Within our family, we use what is referred to as intimate language.  We use the word blankie, and we 

use the word baby without being specific.  Baby refers to all stuffed animals and blankie is all blankets 

that the kids like to sleep with.  

 

As you can see, this type of language is beyond casual.  Casual language might be used in our 

writing.  However, intimate language is used often when telling stories or writing fiction in journals.  

The pandemic stories were full of casual and intimate language. 

 

*****This week, you will write your journals based on the type of language I tell you to use. I will also 

give you a topic and other guidelines to help you know what to write about.************** 

 

All of you writings will be 15-20 sentences.  Each sentence under 15 will be 5 points off your grade. 

Each other error (Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar, etc) will be worth half a point. These are the same 

grading parameters from last week. 

For each day, you will be told which writing style you will use such as formal, intimate, or casual. 

Failure to write in the appropriate style will result in a 20 point deduction on your grade. Don’t panic. I 

will grade your writing for grammar and length even if you miss the style. 
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Grade example:  Missed formal style:  -20            had 14 errors:    14 @ .5= 7        

Missing 1 sentence:   -5    20++5+7= 32                Final Grade: 68 

 

 

Week 5 Assignments (September 8-10) 

Monday- Labor Day No School 

 

Tuesday:  Formal Writing- Watch out for pronoun usage, slang 

Your topic today is writing about the polio pandemic. Many of you found great 

information so let’s continue with that. 

You need to research the pandemic and give me the bibliography info along with 

following the RACED format.  You need to have at least 15 sentences and use the 

bibliography info in the actual writing sample today. 

Topic: What did people do during the polio pandemic to try to protect themselves and 

their families? 

 

Wednesday: Casual Writing- use pronouns but no slang, tell me a story but remember, 

I am an adult not a peer so I am not understanding of your slang type vocabulary, at 

least 15 sentences 

Topic: Did working from packets make your learning easier or harder? 

 

Thursday: Write me a story using intimate language.  This story can be slangy and use 

personal pronouns such as I and me if you want, remember 15 sentences minimum 

 

Topic: Tell me any story about you, your family, your friends, or something you saw on 

tv or really anything at all. It can be totally made up.  Have fun  

 

 

ENJOY YOUR WRITING THIS WEEK!!!!!! 


