
Hello to you freshmen. I am sure that after last week, some of you are worried or confused as to how English 

progresses at the high school level.  After scaring some of you, I thought that maybe I would backtrack and 

help you get in line with what I expect, and how I want things to run this year. 

First and foremost, all work will be due on the due date.  I don’t know how your classes worked in middle 

school, and I don’t know how other high school teachers handle late work.  In my class, however, don’t plan 

on turning in late work. I may occasionally change a due date because I need to reteach some concepts, or I 

was out and you had a sub.  Do not expect that to happen on a regular basis.  

When it comes to due dates, it really is simple.  If you are in class on Monday, and you have homework due on 

Tuesday at the start of class, it is due when you enter class. You will not work on it during class and turn it in as 

you leave on Tuesday.  Should you happen to be absent on Tuesday, your work is due Wednesday when you 

come in the door.  You will not get an extra day because you were in school on the day it was assigned.  

Basically, if you did your work Monday to turn in on Tuesday, it will be ready to turn in on Wednesday. If you 

are gone the day the work is assigned, you will have the extra day to turn it in as per the student handbook 

and district policies.   

Missing work will not be turned in at the end of the 9 weeks.  If your work is due on Thursday, it is due on 

Thursday.  Don’t come to me a week after you didn’t turn something in and ask me to take your work late.  

Your failure to organize and be responsible does not constitute an emergency on my part.  You want to pass in 

order to play sports, or to keep from being grounded at home, the solution is simple.  Turn your work in on 

time.  

I do occasionally, reassign an assignment for everyone to redo.  I have discovered that when I am out, 

sometimes the class is confused on various concepts.  I will let everyone have a make-up day so to speak to 

redo work because of confusion and lack of understanding.  This does not happen often, but it does happen. 

With that said, please use this make-up time to your advantage and do your best work.   

Pop quizzes happen when we are reading novels generally.  I do give them for other units as well, but be 

prepared to do your reading each night it is assigned as the first 10 minutes of class often have a quiz.  We also 

have reflective journals regularly which are based on the RACED writing format. For this reason, you will need 

to have a composition book that remains in the classroom along with a pocket folder which also stays in the 

classroom.  The folder is to keep up with notes or work from longer units that take several days to complete to 

help you keep from misplacing anything. 

When I ask for half a page, I mean half a page. Two sentences does not create an acceptable answer.  Most 

paragraphs in my class, especially journal questions with citations, need to be 7-8 sentences each. I have 

included a page which shows the type of RACED writing we use.  It differs slightly from what you had in middle 

school. It also shows you how to have a fluent, well-written half page answer for journaling. 

Your assignments include some hands-on projects such as foldables, journal writing, unit questions at the end 

of a story, reading independently or out loud, writing creative stories, quizzes and some researched writing.  

The breakdown of grades is simple.  Homework is 65% of your grade and tests are 35% of your grade.  The test 

category is your pop quizzes, unit tests and final projects such as power points.  

Your English classes will not be in two classes this year.  Your literature and grammar are combined, so we will 

work fast.  You all survived last week without this information.  Now that you know what is expected, I feel 

confident that we can move forward, be organized and help you grow as a student. 

 



9th Grade Class Notes- Week of August 17-20 

In middle school, your RACED writing format included: restate, answer, cite, evidence, and detail. At the 

middle school level, this is the best way to teach you how to properly cite using your evidence to strengthen 

what you are trying to prove.  However, now we need to go beyond with more analysis of the evidence. 

Your RACED format will now look like this: 

Restate Answer CITE/CONVINCE (slight change) EXPLAIN (big change) DEMONSTRATE 

When you restate the question as a statement, you are merely setting up the topic to be discussed, so no real 

changes on how this is done.  However, it will be changed to a sentence. You will not begin your paragraph, 

answer, or journal with a question!!  

Answer is also pretty straightforward.  You will choose a position to argue or defend.  In my class on this type 

of writing, there is not a right or wrong answer. You simply have to defend what you believe. Most of your 

journaling will be what is called reflective writing.  You need to reflect on the question asked of you and 

defend whatever side you choose. This is where we use your cite and explanation of the cite you have chosen 

for your argument. 

CITE/CONVINCE is different from what you have used in the past.  There are times when you will have a 

reflective question on a quiz or test.  Sometimes I will ask a question that is based on only your opinion.  This is 

why sometimes it is referred to as CONVINCE.  If you are using your opinion you use your best argument and 

defend based on what you already know about a subject.  If you use a Cite, you will need proper 

documentation of the fact that you discovered that helps support your argument. I will go over how to 

properly cite this evidence later. 

EXPLAIN is the biggest change so far in what you know of RACED writing.  In middle school, this category was 

evidence.  At the high school level, evidence is another way of saying cite.  The citation is your evidence.  The 

reason they are different now, is you will not ever end a paragraph with your citation. You will give an 

explanation of your cite or convincing statement. This is also why a paragraph contains so many sentences 

now.  You will tell me why what you chose to cite pertains to your argument. You will tell me why it is relevant 

to the topic. This takes several sentences.  I will give you an example later along with a breakdown of how I 

grade this journaling. 

The final category is the D.  Instead of detail, which is again just another way of stating evidence or cite, we 

will now DEMONSTRATE good writing skills.  This is the category where I grade how a journal is written.  The 

previous 4 categories show me what you have to say.  This category shows me how well you say it.  This is the 

most confusing portion of the grade. There are specifics in grammar we will focus on this year to break some 

of your not so wonderful writing habits.  For example: 

1. Do not use 1st person pronouns.  Don’t say I think, I believe, or use you in any form.  Try to always 

write objectively using 3rd person rhetoric. This is a skill that will take most of the year to change, so 

this will be a big part of your focus when writing. If you refer to the person writing the source, such 

as a novel, refer to them by name or simply as the author. 

2. The second biggest issue in writing is the overuse of the verb got.  Plan on finding other verbs 

because “got” is not acceptable from here on out. 

 

 I find statements such as this: I got out of the car when I got to school.  I got my breakfast and got 

ready for 1st hour.  Right here in this sentence got was used 4 times.  



Instead of using got, try to use stronger verbs that are different from the one written just a couple 

of sentences ago so your writing doesn’t become boring or ineffective. Here is an example: 

 

I parked the car when I arrived at school. I met my friends and we went into the cafeteria for 

breakfast.  When we finished eating, we went into first period. 

 

I used pronouns for this narrative to emphasize how not to overuse got.  When you are writing 

reflective journals, you need to avoid got in all forms as well as the overuse of pronouns such as I 

me, we, you, ours, etc.  

 

You will also need to avoid all forms of “Got.”  These include: got, gotten, get, getting, gotta, or any 

form I may have left off of the list. 

 

3. Finally, the last category we will focus on: SLANG!!! You are not texting me or playing one of your 

games.  You writing formally which means the use of formal language. The shorthand such as TTYL, 

YW, B4, and the list is endless.  These shortcuts are completely unacceptable. Cause or cuz is not 

used in place of because.  Because is the word.  This happened BECAUSE I wasn’t paying attention.  

Most of you tend to say: This happened CAUSE I wasn’t paying attention.  Also focus on the use of: 

could have, should have, or would have instead of how you say it which is: could of, should of, or 

would of.  The correct wording is have not of.   

 

I know that a lot of this is new to you.  Do I expect you to know all of this now? Obviously, the answer to that 

is no.  This, however, is what we are focusing on the most this year.  As a matter of fact, some of these writing 

habits may take until you are senior to become natural in your writing so don’t panic.  I won’t fail you this 

week for not doing most of this right now. 

 

Let’s move on to how I determine your grades for your writing.  Sometimes, your grade is determined 

completely on grammar and punctuation.  If that is the case, I will tell you up front that a journal is strictly 

grammar based.  This means that every error from spelling to punctuation is the focus.   

Here is an example of a poorly written answer: 

So I kinda think that he said that she was the one who got them in trouble.  She told a bunch of lies about 

them so they all got in trouble. 

Wow. This would be considered no effort.  First of all, way too many pronouns make this vague.  I don’t know 

who did what to whom or when they did it.  I don’t even know what it is.  This also contains slang, kinda. There 

needed to be some commas or phrasing changes. 

Here is a better answer: 

Bob accused Stacey of getting the entire group of their friends in trouble because she spread a bunch of lies 

about everyone.  After she told so many lies, the teacher didn’t know who to believe. The entire group was 

punished. 



The punctuation and phrasing was better. The details were more specific. We know who he and she are as 

well as the group.  

 

Grading Breakdown of RACED format 

I grade using a 5 point scale which I convert to a percentage.  One category is all or nothing. Either you got the 

point or you didn’t.  The rest of the categories can be I point, ½ point, ¼ point or no points.  Here is the 

breakdown. 

 Restate:  1 point (restated clearly)  

½ point (restatement is a little unclear)  

0 points (did not restate the question/made no attempt) 

 

 Answer: 1 point (you have chosen a position to defend) 

   0 points (you made no effort to find a defendable position)  

 

 Cite:  1 point (properly cited) 

   ½ point (have a cite, but it is improperly formatted) 

0 points (no attempt to cite for support) 

 

Explain: 1 point (offered a well, organized explanation of the cite) 

  ½ point (did not show understanding of the topic) 

  0 points (did not attempt to explain the topic or citation) 

 

Demonstrate: 1 point (0-1 errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar) 

  ¾ point (2-5 errors) 

  ½ point (6-9 errors) 

  ¼ points (10-13 errors) 

  0 points (more than 14 errors) 

When I grade on the RACED format, the majority of the emphasis is on what you say.  You need to 

show me that you understand the question and you know how to research and cite to support your 

understanding or position.  You can have an answer that does not match mine, but it WILL STILL BE 

CORRECT!!! As long as you defend your position, your grade will not drop just because we don’t agree 

on the topic.  You are entitled to your opinions just be sure to defend it. 



Example of how your grade will look on your paper. 

 R-1  or  R-1              SOMETIMES IS I USE DECIMALS NOT FRACTIONS 

 A-1   A-1 

 C-1   C-1 

 E-1/2   E- .5 

 D-1/2   D- .5 

Total 4 points  4 points 

 4/5 turns into 80% so your grade is an 80. 

I also count sentences. If I say ½ to 1 page. Write ½ to 1 page.   

If I say 7-8 sentences, write that many because I will count.  If you are short 2 sentences 5/7, I will 

adjust your grade accordingly.  This is to ensure that you answer everything completely with attention 

to supporting details.   

Unless it is a short answer on a quiz, 2 sentences will never be acceptable for your writing. 

 

Finally how to properly cite at the high school level.  The phrase: I found this information on page 2 or 

in chapter 7 is not how to properly cite your information. You also do not put it at the end of your 

answer.  Your citation will be in the paragraph by the actual cite. 

Here are examples of how to cite: 

 “…..Here is my quote…..” (page #).   After your quotation marks, place a parenthesis put page 

number or line number close with a parenthesis and then put your period. 

 

You can also say, “…….here is my quote……” as found on page 23 of the article “My teacher is crazy.” 

 

There are other ways to cite properly, but for now please only use one of the two I have shown you. 

 

Now that you are completely freaked out, I want to tell you. My goal is not to fail you but to create 

strong writers.  You will not be zinged on all of this right now.  You will work on these writing goals as 

you progress through my classes. Each year your expectations will become tougher, and I will grade a 

little more strictly. We are in this together. I merely wanted you to have the notes you will need to be 

successful.  I would suggest printing these and keeping up with them so you have a guide especially 

since we are not together right now.  Call, text, or email if you have any questions. You will have 4 

assignments this week.  They are focused on the RACED writing so we can begin incorporating these 

skills into your daily work. 

 



English I (9th Grade)- August 17-20 

Monday, August 17, 2020 

 You will have 3 journal questions this week.  Each one will contain a citation and focus on the 

RACED format which is detailed in your notes this week.  Today, you will find the three articles needed 

to complete your journals. Monday is research and you will have a reflection journal every other day 

this week. Today, you will need to give me: 

 Article title, author name, date published and web address 

I also need you to label which question the article goes with just so I know what goes where. Read the 

following questions so you know the topics to research. 

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 

 Today, you will need 7-10 sentences for this reflection journal. It will be graded on the RACED 

rubric and needs to be properly cited. Focus on not using got or personal pronouns. The topic is about 

the economy, so you should be able to find plenty of information.  Do not use Wikipedia or social 

media platforms for this research. 

How have the Covid-19 mandates from New Mexico’s governor impacted the state’s economy? 

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 

 Today you will need 7-10 sentences for this reflection journal.  It will be graded on the RACED 

rubric.  However, this is an opinion only reflection.  You will not have specific research or any citations.  

You will need to really focus on not using personal pronouns.  You need to state your opinion as a fact 

so you sound like an expert on the topic. Instead of saying, “I think……” try saying “the majority of kids 

in school today believe that…….” which sounds more informed.  With the first option, you have an 

opinion.  With the second, you are reporting facts as you understand them, but you don’t have to have 

citations. 

Are kids in New Mexico ready to return to normal classes and have normal social interactions with 

classmates? 

Thursday, August 20, 2020 

 Today is another researched topic.  It will be 7-10 sentences for this reflection journal.  It will 

also be graded on the RACED rubric and needs proper citations.  Focus on not using got or personal 

pronouns.  This topic is about history. Again, do not use Wikipedia or social platforms. 

How were the social distancing techniques from the 1950s during the polio scare similar to the social 

distancing practices of today? 

 

Your journal are due by 4:00 pm Thursday, August 20, 2020.  You can turn in your work at any time 

during the week. You can take a picture and text or email it to me.  You can type it and send me the 

documents on email. Have a great week. 

 

 


