
English IV (12th Grade) - August 24-27 

This week, we will change pace.  Rather than focus on the RACED writing format, I want to 

focus on more of a creative writing format.  You will be graded on grammar including spelling, use of 

got, punctuation, and sentence structure.  You will be graded on number of sentences.  Many of you 

are still taking short cuts and writing short, choppy paragraphs. 

With that said, you will write diary entries under the guidelines and characters I give you.  I 

expect each entry to be dated at the top.  They will also contain a minimum of 20 sentences. Each 

grammatical error is worth ½ point so pay attention to your writing.  Each missing sentence is worth 5 

points.  If you write more than twenty sentences, good for you.  If you short me three and only write 

17, you will lose 15 points off your grade. That with the grammatical errors, will add up quickly. 

Here is a sample of a journal/diary entry written about today’s pandemic from the perspective 

of a child staying at home: 

Sunday, August 23 

How boring.  I can’t go to grandma’s again.  Mom is being so unreasonable about everything.  I want 

to see grandma and grandpa.  I haven’t had cholcochip pancakes for breakfast in soooooo long. My 

lifes are so boring now!!!!!!!!!! 

Notes:  missing 14 sentences at 5 points   14@5=70 

 I found 4 errors: grandma’s, cholcochip, sooooooo, lifes 

   4 errors at ½= 2 points 

   70+2=72 

Grade:  100-72=      28 

For those of you who give me the bare minimum, four grades like this will kill your grade. Most 

of you are better about this, but a few of you will only do the barest minimum.  This type of writing 

should be fun.  You can use first person pronouns like I so have fun with this. 

 

Better example: 

How boring! I can’t go to grandmas and grandpas again this weekend.  Mom is so unreasonable about 

this virus. I want to see my grandma and grandpa.  I haven’t had chocolate chip pancakes for breakfast 

in so long.  My life is so boring now.  I also have to do chores. When I was with Mimi and Nono, I could 

sleep in and wear pajamas all day.  I could have chocolate chip pancakes with tons of syrup.  If they 

aren’t concerned with germs, I don’t know why mom is so unreasonable. Even Mykah cries to go all the 

time.  Laynie wants to go.  We want Mimi and Nono.  This virus is ruining our lives.  Even school isn’t 

the same.  I see my friends sort of. I see some friends, but I can’t be near them.  It sucks! I just wish the 

virus would die already.  I need my Mimi and Nono. I need my friends!!! 

21 sentences-with details and fun comments about missing activities, have fun with this and WRITE 

 

 



  

Monday, August 24, 2020 

 Today, you will write from the perspective of a student whose life is affected by the pandemic. 

 Some of you have parents who are not as strict. I know this.  Even with that said, you still are 

affected when you go to town by the mask mandate.  Your friends may have strict parents, and some 

of them you cannot see. Tell me a story about how this pandemic has changed your life. Be funny, be 

creative. 

 You must write 20 sentences minimum. Use specific references.  I want to see what you are 

talking about. I want to hear your frustration. I want to know what life is like for you.  Make me laugh, 

make me cry, make me feel what you feel. 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 

 Today, I want you to try to write from the perspective of the adult in your life.  Be your parent 

or you grandparent.  Be whoever is your guardian and raising you.  How do they feel about this? 

Maybe they are an essential worker and are frustrated with that.  Maybe you are stressing them.   

 You may have to talk to them about what they think/feel.  Maybe they are open already about 

how they feel.  Tell me a story from them. Paint me a picture about their life. Again, avoid the use of 

got.  Use better verbs to make a powerful story.  Use I, me, we they if needed for this. It is creative 

writing so the rules are different. 

 You must have 20 sentences, period. 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 

 Today will be more of a challenge. You have all of the same parameters. You must have 20 

sentences. Use the same guidelines.  Be creative! 

 Today, you will write your story from the perspective of a policeman, sheriff, or politician who 

must enforce these laws. You can choose the governor, President, or a Congressman if you want. 

Thursday, August 27, 2020 

 Today, write me any pandemic story.  You can tell a funny story your heard someone else 

talking about.  You can tell about the crazy anti-mask lady on the news. You can tell about your mom 

having a breakdown being stuck inside with you all day.  Whatever you want to tell, tell it. However, 

follow the same guidelines. You must have 20 sentences and good verbs.  Watch your spelling and 

punctuation. 

 

Just like the past two weeks, your work is due Thursday at 4:00 pm.  Call me, or text me at 575-309-

6834. You can email me at llee@floydbroncos.com.  

I do not have appointments this week, so I should do better with my response times. Even when I have 

appointments, I will respond, it just may be slower.   

Thanks so much for your patience, LL 


