
English III- 11th Grade Week of Sept. 14-17 

I can say that I am really pleased with the improvements I am seeing in the 

majority of the work.  However, we still have some bad habits we need to focus 

on as we continue focusing on our writing skills.  I see many problems in the area 

of commas and possession especially with apostrophes. This unit will be finished 

when we are back together.  There are still issues we can focus on through the 

packets. 

We have covered RACED, types of writing (formal, casual, and intimate) along 

with touching on use of details in writing.  Now we need to really work on 

avoiding vague references by using too many pronouns.  We also need to focus on 

limiting the use of got in all its forms and rather use better verbs. Below are two 

separate samples.  One shows the ambiguity found with the overuse of pronouns. 

The second example shows how uninspiring writing becomes when the verbs are 

not varied. 

Example 1: 

They were so excited to see the new movie.  She ask her mom if she could go with 

her friends.  Mom didn’t care, but she found out dad had other plans for them 

this weekend.  OMG!!! Why? She hated all this family stuff. It was so boring and 

no one ever had any good memories when they got home.  She hated having to 

miss out on great time with friends to go hang out with her lame siblings and even 

lamer parents. 

Based on this example, you can determine that a kid, probably in high school or 

even middle school wants to go to a movie with friends.  We do not know the 

name of the narrator, the gender of the narrator or friends, or really nothing 

much more than that.  Some information is given, but not hardly any defining 

information.  The lack of details means the audience is unable to decipher much 

about the group.  By being specific about the who, what, where, when, and how, 

the audience can better follow the thoughts of the writer. 

Here is a re-write of the same paragraph without so many pronouns. 

The girls, Sarah and Emily, were so excited to see the new movie.  Sarah ask her if 

she could go with her friends which included Emily. The two girls made plans to 

go to the movies with their other friends, Amy and Gwen. Sarah’s mom didn’t 



care, but she found out that her dad had other plans for the family that weekend.  

OMG!!! Why? Amy hated all this family stuff. It was so boring and none of her 

siblings had any good memories when they got home.  She hated having to miss 

out on a great time with friends to go hang out with her lame brothers and even 

lamer parents. 

We now know that the girls are Sarah and Emily.  They wanted to hang out with 

friends, Amy and Gwen.  We also learned that Amy has brothers.  This is more 

information to help the reader understand the writing sample better.  IF the 

audience is expected to make a decision to side with the girls or the parents, the 

added info allows the audience to know more about everyone involved in the 

story.  

I often get writing samples with way too many pronouns.  This happens because, 

most of the students assume I will always grade the work.  This is not always the 

case.  If I grade the work, I probably know the literature read and can decipher 

the answer and figure out if you are correct or incorrect.  However, state testing is 

not graded by me.  The end of year test is graded by someone else.  They may not 

have read the stories I have you read that year. The grader will not understand 

“They chase this one guy cuz he made them mad, but then three other guys came 

along and then it was over.” If this is referencing a story we read in class, yes I can 

probably figure it out, but I won’t.  The grader that has not read any of our 

literature definitely will not try to figure out what you are saying. 

 

The other issue is the overuse of got.  Got is a lazy verb you can use for almost any 

situation. Read along with the next writing sample to see how “got” fits in all 

sentences and can become boring and overused. 

Example 2 

After I got out of class, I got ready to go eat with my friends at Panda in town.  We 

got there around 5:30.  However, everyone else got there around 6 so we had 

already eaten and we were getting ready to leave. We stayed once they got their 

food so we could eat more.  We got a lot of egg rolls and noodles the second time 

around.  After we left, one of our friends from Elida got in a fender bender with 

some ole guy who got over the line and cut in front of them. 



Not only is the piece full of pronouns, but it sounds redundant with the same verb 

over and over. Maybe it doesn’t add to the information, but the use of the same 

verb does get boring. 

 

Rewrite without so many gots:  

After I finished my class, I was ready to go eat with my friends at Panda in town.  

We were there around 5:30.  However, everyone else was late, and they arrived 

around 6. We had already eaten so we decided to leave. We stayed once they 

decided to fill their plates of food so we could eat more.  We ate a lot of egg rolls 

and noodles the second time around.  After we left, one of our friends from Elida 

had a mild fender bender with some old guy who crossed over the line and cut in 

front of them. 

While this isn’t overly fancy, the varied use of verbs does make the piece more 

appealing to the reader.  The following example is the one I just rewrote with the 

gots fixed.  I will also fix the pronouns for a stronger paragraph overall. 

 

After I finished my class, I was ready to go eat with my friends at Panda in town. 

Jennifer and I were there around 5:30. However, the rest of the volleyball team 

was late, and they arrived around 6.  Jennifer and I had already eaten so we 

decided to leave.  We stayed once the others decided to fill their plates of food so 

we could eat more.  The entire group ate a lot of egg rolls and noodles.  After we 

left, another one of our friends from Elida, Mykala, had a mild fender bender with 

some old guy who crossed over the line and cut in front of her and Shayla. 

 

Look at this final sample carefully, the gots are missing, and the excessive use of 

pronouns has been changed.  The pronouns that are left are easy to follow as they 

are defined earlier in the sentence. “The rest of the volleyball team was late, and 

they arrived around 6.”  They is a pronoun but as you can see, it is specified who 

they is in the first part of the sentence.  They is the volleyball team. You will have 

three assignments this week focusing on each of these examples. You will also 



have an assignment for Constitution Day. Just like the Spirit Day assignment, it 

counts in all classes. 

Your paragraphs will need to have 10-12 sentences and your writing focus will be 

either pronouns or got. You will lose 5 points for every undefined pronoun on one 

of your assignments.  You will lose 5 points per use of got on another assignment.  

Finally, one of your assignments will focus on both issues with each undefined 

pronoun and use of got being worth 5 points.  This one will count as a test grade. 

As always all other grammar, spelling, and/punctuation issue is worth ½ point. 

Each sentence below ten is worth 5 points. 

 

EXAMPLE:  5 pronouns x 5 = 25 pts.   6 x .5=3  25+3=28 final grade 72 with no 

missing sentences. 

 

Monday: Write me a story about anything you desire. Use detail and reference 

people, places and things accordingly.  This writing sample focuses on not using 

pronouns.  Be specific, not vague.  Have 10-12 sentences and use good grammar. 

 

Tuesday: Write me a story about anything you desire.  Use detail, but focus on not 

using got, gotten, getting or any form of got.  Be interesting with active verbs not 

boring with repetition.  Have 10-12 sentences and use good grammar. 

 

Wednesday: Write me a story about anything you desire.  Focus on not using 

vague pronouns or boring forms of got.  You need to avoid both pronouns and 

got.  Have 10-12 sentences and use good grammar. 

 

Thursday: Constitution Day Assignment- This is found on the parent/student tab 

under Constitution day.  Follow the instructions on the assignment. 

Once again, all work is due Thursday at 4:00 pm.  Feel free to call me with 

questions. My email is llee@floydbroncos.com or my cell is 575-309-6834.  

mailto:llee@floydbroncos.com

