
English III (11th Grade) - August 31 – September 3  

This week, we will continue with the change of pace.  Rather than focus on the RACED writing 

format, I want to focus on more of a creative writing format again this week.  You will be graded on 

grammar including spelling, use of got, punctuation, and sentence structure.  You will be graded on 

number of sentences.  I am happy to report that I am starting to see changes in your writing.  Many of 

you are beginning to pay more attention to the small details such as pronoun usage and being better 

with verbs.  Because I am seeing this trend, I want to continue to work on your overall writing skills. 

 

With that said, you will write journal entries under the guidelines and prompts I give you.  I 

expect each entry to be dated at the top.  They will also contain a minimum of 15 sentences. Each 

grammatical error is worth ½ point so pay attention to your writing.  Each missing sentence is worth 5 

points.  If you write more than fifteen sentences, good for you.  If you short me three and only write 

12, you will lose 15 points off your grade. That with the grammatical errors, will add up quickly. If you 

noticed, I shortened the number of sentences required because you will also have a creative project on 

Wednesday. 

 

Here is a sample of a journal/diary entry written about today’s pandemic from the perspective 

of a child staying at home: 

 

Sunday, August 30 

How boring.  I can’t go to grandma’s again.  Mom is being so unreasonable about everything.  I want 

to see grandma and grandpa.  I haven’t had cholcochip pancakes for breakfast in soooooo long. My 

lifes are so boring now!!!!!!!!!! 

Notes:  missing 9  sentences at 5 points   9@5=45 

 I found 4 errors: grandma’s, cholcochip, sooooooo, lifes 

   4 errors at ½= 2 points 

   45+2=47 

Grade:  100-47=      53 

 

For those of you who give me the bare minimum, four grades like this will hurt your grade. 

Most of you are better about this, but a few of you will only do the barest minimum.  This type of 

writing should be fun.  You can use first person pronouns like I so have fun with this. 

 

If you look at the next sample, you will see a better paragraph with good use of detail. Your 

journals will be more fun and creative, so keep in mind this is only an example of good writing. This is 

not showing the actual prompts or topics this week. 



 

Better example: 

How boring! I can’t go to grandma’s and grandpa’s house again this weekend.  Mom is so unreasonable 

about this virus. I want to see my grandma and grandpa.  I haven’t had chocolate chip pancakes for 

breakfast in so long.  My life is so boring now.  I also have to do chores. When I was with Mimi and 

Nono, I could sleep in and wear pajamas all day.  I could have chocolate chip pancakes with tons of 

syrup.  If they aren’t concerned with germs, I don’t know why mom is so unreasonable. Even Mykah 

cries to go all the time.  Laynie wants to go.  We want Mimi and Nono.  This virus is ruining our lives.  

Even school isn’t the same.  I see my friends sort of. I see some friends, but I can’t be near them.  It 

sucks! I just wish the virus would die already.  I need my Mimi and Nono. I need my friends!!! 

 

21 sentences-with details and fun comments about missing activities, have fun with this and WRITE!!! 

 

If you notice, I gave you the same example as last week because I am only making a few changes.  You 

will write a creative journal based on a random prompt this week.  You won’t necessarily be a 

character so much as write creatively using more imagination.  We are still focusing on grammar, 

spelling, punctuation, got, and use of details. 

 

On Wednesday, you will have a spirit assignment.  The assignment is found on the Parent and Student 

tab under the title “Spirit Day 9-2-20.”  This assignment is a fun break from your writing and allows you 

to show your uniqueness and personality.  Please show us your best moves and participate in the spirit 

day activity.  In the event you choose not to participate, I will give you a writing assignment to make up 

your grade that day.  

 

Along with the spirit day change, I will give you some added guidelines for you more creative writing 

journals this week.  These writing samples should show your personality and sense of humor, so let’s 

have some fun!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Monday, August 31,  2020 

 Today, you will write me a short story with a fictional basis.  You will just write about the 

following prompt in whatever manner you choose.  You can be funny, serious, or go with a science 

fiction twist.  I just want you to write using correct grammar and punctuation while focusing on details 

and organization. I will give you the words that you use to start your journal.  From there, you will 

begin your story.  Please write your journal beginning with the following words: 

Along the brightly lit street, 

 

Tuesday, September 1, 2020 

 Today, I want you to basically write another journal following the same guidelines and 

parameters.  Again it can be funny, serious or whatever strikes your mood today.  Have fun with it. 

Begin today’s journal with the following words: 

As I gazed into the deep, blue water, 

 

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 

 Today is the spirit day challenge you have been told about. Please follow the instructions found 

on the website. As always have fun and show us your creative, fun-loving personality. 

The website is:  https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2 

 

 

Thursday, September 3, 2020 

The final prompt of the week will follow the same guidelines and parameters as Monday and Tuesday. 

Please begin your journal with the words: 

The strange spaceship beamed the white, shaggy dog into its dark cargo hold. 

 

 

Just like the past two weeks, your work is due Thursday at 4:00 pm.  Call me, or text me at 575-309-

6834. You can email me at llee@floydbroncos.com.  

I do not have appointments this week, so I should do better with my response times. Even when I have 

appointments, I will respond, it just may be slower.   

Thanks so much for your patience, LL 

https://www.floydbroncos.com/index.php?pageID=288784_2

