
English II (10th Grade)- August 17-20 

Last week, we began by doing some research and refreshing our memories with some RACED 

formatted writing.  This week, we are going to continue this line of writing. However, one of 

your assignments is a convinced based writing sample as opposed to a citation supported 

writing sample.  Remember on a convince topic, it is merely your opinion.  It cannot sound like 

your opinion, but must sound like a fact.  You are the expert on the topic.  Don’t use personal 

pronouns such as “I think that…”, but use broader more definitive statements such as “Students 

in New Mexico…” which sounds like a fact not an opinion. 

 

You will also expand your writing samples to a mini essay format.  You will have 3 paragraphs.  

Remember that these have an opening paragraph, the body paragraph and the conclusion 

paragraph.  You will only have the facts in the second paragraph.  The opening and concluding 

paragraphs are where you set up the topic and finish your thoughts. 

 

Your essay should follow along like this: 

 Paragraph 1:  2-3 sentences about the topic which contains your restatement and 

answer portion of the RACED process. 

 (For the convince essay) Paragraph 2:  7-10 sentences about the topic.  You will include 

any facts you have without actually citing them.  It is not reasonable to try to cite something 

you heard in a class or had someone tell you in passing. However, you state your thoughts like 

facts. Don’t use I think, I feel, I believe, or some people think that… 

Your goal with this essay is to come across as the expert on the topic to convince me (the 

reader) to agree with your point of view.  Avoid all personal pronouns. 

 Paragraph 3: 2-3 sentences to finish off your thoughts. You will basically conclude your 

argument in a couple of sentences so the reader is not just left with a feeling of incomplete 

thought processes. 

 

Your other two essays will also be 3 paragraphs, but the second paragraph will have your 

citations.  Remember, “I found this information…” is not a properly formatted citation. You 

cannot have a quote in the opening or closing paragraphs. 

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me in any way.  You can even call if 

you prefer. 

 



Monday, August 17, 2020 

 You will have 3 journal questions this week.  Two of them will contain a citation and 

focus on the RACED format which is detailed in your notes this week.  Today, you will find the 

two articles needed to complete your journals. Monday is research and you will have a 

reflection journal every other day this week. Today, you will need to give me: 

 Article title, author name, date published and web address 

I also need you to label which question the article goes with just so I know what goes where. 

Read the following questions so you know the topics to research. 

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 

 Today, you will need to develop a 3 paragraph essay for this reflection journal. It will be 

graded on the RACED rubric and needs to be properly cited. Focus on not using got or personal 

pronouns. The topic is about the economy, so you should be able to find plenty of information.  

Do not use Wikipedia or social media platforms for this research. 

How have the Covid-19 mandates from New Mexico’s governor impacted the state’s economy? 

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 

 Today you will need to develop a 3 paragraph essay for this reflection journal.  It will be 

graded on the RACED rubric.  However, this is an opinion only reflection.  You will not have 

specific research or any citations.  You will need to really focus on not using personal pronouns.  

You need to state your opinion as a fact so you sound like an expert on the topic. Instead of 

saying, “I think……” try saying “the majority of kids in school today believe that…….” which 

sounds more informed.  With the first option, you have an opinion.  With the second, you are 

reporting facts as you understand them, but you don’t have to have citations. 

Are kids in New Mexico ready to return to normal classes and have normal social interactions 

with classmates? 

Thursday, August 20, 2020 

 Today is another researched topic.  It will also be a 3 paragraph essay for this reflection 

journal.  It will also be graded on the RACED rubric and needs proper citations.  Focus on not 

using got or personal pronouns.  This topic is about history. Again, do not use Wikipedia or 

social platforms. 

How were the social distancing techniques from the 1950s during the polio scare similar to the 

social distancing practices of today? 

Your journals are due by 4:00 pm Thursday, August 20, 2020.  You can turn in your work at any 

time during the week. You can take a picture and text or email it to me.  You can type it and 

send me the documents on email.  Have a great week. 


