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The challenge of ensuring all English Language Learners (ELLs) have the 
same opportunities to access and learn in a rigorous academic 
program requires new instructional models so teachers in all 
classrooms with ELLs have the tools and strategies to help their 
students  meet  new  college  and  career  ready   standards   in  
English language arts, mathematics, science, and other subjects. 

 
 

Instructional models that address the needs of ELLs must take into 
consideration the educational, linguistic, and social resources these 
students bring to the classroom and provide them — along with all 
students — opportunities to engage with the content and with each 
other to develop the understandings and practices key to each content 
area, including English language arts (Bunch, Kibler & Pimental, 2012), 
mathematics (Moschkovich, 2012), and science (Quinn, Lee, & Valdes, 
2012). A strong focus on academic uses of language is of critical 
importance (van Lier & Walqui, 2012; Hull & Moje, 2012; Wong Fillmore 
& Fillmore, 2012). 
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North Lamar ISD Vision 
Empowering students for success by creating a learning environment that unlocks 
and develops each student’s potential. 

 
 
 

Purpose of the ESL Program 
The ESL program emphasizes the mastery of English language skills, as well as, 
mastery of mathematics, science, and social studies content, using research- 
based methodologies appropriate for second language acquisition. 

 
 
 

North Lamar ISD ESL Mission Statement 
The mission of North Lamar ISD’s English as a Second Language Program is to 
meet the diverse educational and linguistic needs of all ELL students and ensure 
that they have the knowledge and skills necessary to lead productive lives as 
respectful, contributing citizens in our diverse society; as well as empower 
teachers and students through the alignment, equity and consistent 
implementation of ESL best practices. 
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North Lamar ISD ESL Program Goals 
• Nurture self-pride and self-identity in each student’s linguistic and cultural 

heritage. 
 

• Develop a strong support system offering opportunities across the 
curriculum to create an innovative school experience, teaching students to 
value their education and motivate them to achieve excellence. 

 
• Provide meaningful innovative instruction that promotes critical thinking 

and problem solving. 
 

• Provide non-native English speaking students of other languages with 
opportunities to become proficient in reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking the English language through the integrated use of second 
language methods and ELPS instruction. 

 
 

• Enable students to maintain skills in their primary language as well as 
develop skills in their secondary language, thus enabling them to function 
fully in the general academic program and in future occupational 
opportunities. 

 
 

• Promote acceptance of ESL instruction as an integral part of the whole 
school program that emphasizes the mastery of English language skills as 
well as academic achievement in Mathematics, Science and Social Studies. 
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Coordinator Goals 
• We will recruit, attract, retain and develop exceptional personnel in order 

to accomplish the goals of the school community. 

 
• Evaluate the program results and make adjustments to continually improve 

student achievement at both campus and district levels. 
 
 

• Assist classroom teachers with modification strategies for the ELL students 
to successfully integrate these students in the mainstream classes. 

 
 

• Provide the classroom teacher with proven strategies and methodologies 
for teaching ELL students. 

 
 

• Promote parental involvement among the language minority population. 
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Program Overview and Model 
 

North Lamar I.S.D.’s administration and staff are dedicated to serving the needs of all students 
who qualify for the ESL program. In order to assure these students’ needs are met, NLISD will 
continue having the NLISD ESL Coordinator and Instructional Coaches, in conjunction with 
Region 8 ESC consultants, train NLISD’s teachers and principals to utilize ESL teaching strategies 
and implement the NLISD ESL program. Trainings of this nature will help the regular classroom 
teachers understand the cognitive, linguistic, and cultural needs of their students. 

 In pre-kindergarten through grade 1, the ESL program implements the self-contained 

model. The teachers are ESL certified, or are working to obtain ESL certification. 

 Grades 2-3, the English Language Arts and Reading teachers are ESL certified. 

 Grades 4-5, the English Language Arts and Reading teachers are ESL certified. The Pull- 

Out Model is also utilized by ESL certified reading interventionists. 

 Grades 7-12 implement a self-contained class period, along with monitoring to serve ESL 

students. Sheltered core area courses are becoming available to LEP students at the 

secondary level. 

 The ESL Coordinator as well as ESL teachers will continue to evaluate and assess 

students new to NLISD for initial placement in the appropriate academic setting. 

All identified LEP students are required to be assessed by the Texas English Language 
Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS). TELPAS results are used in calculating the Annual 
Measureable Achievement Objectives (AMAO) required by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
(NCLB) Limited English Proficient (LEP) students. All eligible LEP students in 3-12 are assessed in 
the spring. The Language Proficient Assessment Committee (LPAC), on each campus, 
determines the most appropriate testing, (STAAR or STAAR Alt. in conjunction with the ARD 
Committee) for each LEP student. ESL teachers will continue to attend training sessions 
throughout the school year in order to provide the best instructional practices to maintain high 
achievement among LEP students on all state assessments, such as: 

• Scheduled meetings with the ESL Coordinator, Instructional Coaches and fellow ESL 
teachers. 

• Bilingual/ESL conferences 
• LPAC training 
• Compliance Training 
• BE/ESL trainings through Region 8 
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North Lamar Independent School District 
ESL Program 

Campus LPAC Checklist 

This document is to be reviewed and updates by the LPAC Administrator throughout the school year. Upon 
completion, this document is to be signed and dated by the LPAC Administrator and LPAC Chairperson and secured 
in the campus LPAC binder. A copy of this document is also to be submitted to the District ESL Coordinator at the 
end of the school year. 

 
 

Establishment of the LPAC 

• The campus LPAC chairperson and committee members have been selected. 
• All LPAC members have documented proof of LPAC training. 
• Required documentation has been completed and placed in the LPAC binder 

 
   Membership Form (Date copy submitted to ESL Coordinator)  /  /   

 
   Parent Confidentiality Form (Date completed)  /  /   

• The 2017-2018 Campus LPAC binder has been prepared. (Date completed)  /  /   

Identification, Classification and Placement of LEP Students (Must be completed within four weeks 
of individual student’s enrollment) 

 

 
• The campus ESL teacher has reviewed the red folder located in the students’ cumulative 

folders to identify possible discrepancies and/or missing required documents. 
• The campus ESL teacher has addressed all discrepancies that were noted in a student’s 

red folder. 
• Potential LEP students new to NLISD have been identified through the HLS (home 

language survey). 
• The English Oral IPT has been administered to all new enrollees with a language other 

than English noted on the HLS in grades PK-12. 
• The LPAC has classified students as Limited English Proficient (LEP) using criteria 

regulated by the Texas Education Agency and has placed students into the appropriate 
academic program. 

• Parents/Guardians have been notified of their child’s LEP identification and program 
placement within ten days by using the appropriate placement letter. 

• Signed and dated Parental Notification letters have been placed in the red folders. 
• The LEP PEIMS roster has been properly updated. 
• Parents/Guardians have been notified of their child’s reclassification as non-LEP. 
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When Do I Test a Student Using Online IPT 
An Oral Language Proficiency Test (OLPT) is used to identify a potential 

LEP student. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If a student was in a BE/ESL program in another state, the student does not automatically 
qualify for these services in Texas. 

Students that are in grades 9-12 may sign the HLS. 

Students new to district 

Students new to Texas 

Home Language Survey 

 
 
 

 
Non 
-LEP 

Student must be 
tested using the 
OLPT 

Language spoken at 
home & by student 
= English 

Language spoken at 
home or by student 
= other language 
(not English) 
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If student has met exit 
criteria s/he isn’t 

eligible to be 
identified as LEP. If 

there is no evidence 
of an OLPT, student 

needs to be 
administered an OLPT 
to determine non-LEP 

status. 

Identify LEP classification 
from sending district. 

Note if student qualifies 
for program exit based on 
test data and exit criteria. 

 
 

If student has 
been identified 
as LEP, an OLPT 
doesn’t need to 

be administered. 
 
 

Helpful hints: Check to see number of years in U.S. schools. If it is less than three years, it is 
probable that the student is LEP, if it is more than four years, review student file to determine 
placement. 

 

If original HLS 
is not acquired, 

you may use 
the HLS filled 
out for NLISD 

Request/review transcripts 
from sending district. LPAC 
documentation, STAAR, 
TELPAS results and any 
significant data to the student. 

Obtain earliest HLS filled 
out for a Texas school 

Student is a transfer from 
another district within Texas 

Students new to district 
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Responsibilities 
• All ESL Teachers need to work in conjunction with the District ESL Coordinator to ensure 

that all LEP student red folders are current and up to date. 
 

• All ESL Teachers need to work in conjunction with the District ESL Coordinator to ensure 
that all LEP students are properly identified. 

 
 

ESL Teachers 
Teach active ESL students: 

• Keep updated data records and reports 
• Modify and accommodate as needed in the classroom 
• Assist with curriculum implementation 
• Attend district ESL workshops and meetings 
• Examine student work, student thinking and scoring assessments 
• Keep data analysis of ESL students 
• Provide and document any needed tutoring of ESL students 
• Participate with ESL parental workshops 

 
 

ESL teachers are also responsible for exited students and students identified as “Parent 
Denials”. 

• Keep records and reports 
• Monitoring 
• Working with District ESL Coordinator and parents to place student(s) into ESL program 

if it appears that services are needed. 
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Information and Instructions 
Students new to NLISD: 

-District ESL Coordinator will complete within 20 school days of enrollment 

Check HLS for a language other than English (Campus Registrar MUST notify District ESL 
Coordinator if NLISD acquires a new student whose HLS states any language other than 
English). 

If another language is identified do the following: 

• Administer the Online IPT. A score below Fluent English Speaking (FES) qualifies the 
student for ESL services. 

• Set up a red folder for the new LEP student 
• Hold on LPAC meeting to recommend placement for the new student 
• Send a permission letter home for the recommended program. We must have the letter 

signed by a parent or guardian for placement in the ESL program, unless noted by the 
District ESL Coordinator. In this case, the District ESL Coordinator must obtain approval 
by parent phone conference. During the time of the phone conference, the District ESL 
Coordinator will determine if sending the parent permission letter home for a signature 
is applicable. 

 
 
 
 

LPAC Binder: 
The campus binder will contain the following information identified by index tabs. 

A. LPAC Rosters 
B. LPAC Agendas/Minutes 
C. LPAC Training Certificates 
D. MOY Assessment decisions (Testing Accommodations) 
E. EOY Exit decisions 
F. Copies of monitoring forms for exited students 
G. Daily Linguistic Accommodations given to teachers (update as needed) 
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North Lamar Independent School District 
ESL Program 
Grades PK-12 

 
2017-2018 Critical Timeline 

Beginning of 
school year 

• Place currently enrolled student who were enrolled in the 
program the previous year. 

To be completed within two weeks after LPAC chair has been trained. 

• Attend/Conduct training for LPAC members. 
• Conduct initial meeting to establish and train LPAC members. 
• Review previous spring scores to Exit eligible students. 
• Send and retrieve exit notification letters. 
• Collect LPAC Membership forms and oaths. 

August-September 
 

To be completed within the 
first four weeks of school 

• Review HLS of newly enrolled students. 
• Conduct initial fall LPAC meetings. 
• Identify, review and place students transferring from other 

campuses/districts. 
• Identify, test and place LEP students new to NLISD. 
• Complete identification, classification, and placement of LEP 

student within 20 school days of enrollment. (This includes 
receipt of parental permission letter.) 

• Create red folder for newly enrolled LEP students. 
September-May • Conduct LPAC meetings to classify newly enrolled students as 

LEP in the appropriate program within 4 weeks of enrollment. 
• Monitor progress of identified LEP students throughout the 

year. 
• Conduct reviews of students who have been reclassified as 

non-LEP within the past four years. 
• Review recommendations for students experiencing 

difficulties in their current placements. 
• Update information in red folder as needed. 

January-February • Determine the eligibility status for testing LEP students with 
STAAR. 

• Conduct LPAC meetings for Assessments including Testing 
Accommodations 

May • Conduct LPAC meetings to determine placement for LEP 
students the following year. 

• Reclassify all eligible LEP students. 
• Send and retrieve (as need) exit notification letters. 
• Update information in the red folders. 
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SECTION II 
LPAC 
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LPAC Overview 
Introduction: Framework for the Language Proficiency Assessment 

Committee (LPAC) Process 
What: The Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) plays a pivotal role in the 
education of English Language Learners (ELLs). The LPAC’s role extends beyond the 
responsibilities established under the Texas Administrative Code, 19 TAC Chapter 89, 
Subchapter BB Commissioner’s Rules Concerning State Plan for Educating English Language 
Learners (ELLs). As an advocate for the ELL, the LPAC becomes the voice that initiates, 
articulates, deliberates, and determines the best instructional program for the student. It 
functions as a link between the home and the school in making appropriate decisions regarding 
placement, instructional practices, assessment, and special programs that impact the student. 

Why: LPAC Framework Manual 2017-2018 integrates the parental notification requirements of 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) as they relate to the LPAC process. 

Who: Each member of the LPAC understands: 

•training is necessary to carry out his/her responsibilities; 
•the instructional and support programs available to the student; 
•the timelines of meetings and documentation; 
•the decision-making process that needs to be followed at meetings; 
•the need to maintain confidentiality and respect for the student’s language and 
culture; and 
•that each student is considered as an individual. 

 

Thus, the LPAC becomes a critical component of the Bilingual or ESL program. 

How: The intent of the LPAC Framework Manual 2017-2018 is to establish a framework for the 
LPAC process and to describe the steps necessary to implement a consistent and standardized 
process successfully across a school district and across the state. The Framework for the LPAC 
Process delineates the steps that must be followed in the identification, processing, placement, 
and monitoring of the ELL in his/her intensive language instructional program as well as the 
determination for exiting and follow-up of the student as he/she transitions into the 
mainstream all-English program. 

Location: The Framework for the LPAC Process can be accessed through the Education Service 
Center, Region 20's website. www.esc20.net/lpac 

*Every school district that implements a Bilingual or ESL program is required to establish and 
operate an LPAC Committee and must have on file policy and procedures for the selection, 
appointment, and the training of its members. 

http://www.esc20.net/lpac
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I. Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) 
 
 

• Each campus is required to establish and provide training for the LPAC. The training 
should be documented. 

 
• The LPAC is composed of the following members: 

o Campus Administrator 
o At least one Bilingual/ESL teacher (grades K-6) 
o At least one ESL certified teacher (grades 7-12) 
o LPAC Parent Representative 

The parent representative shall NOT be an employee of the district. The parent representative 
must have a child enrolled within the district’s Bilingual/ESL program. The parent 
representative understands that this is a voluntary position and no compensation will come to 
them. 

 
 

• Responsibilities of the LPAC upon initial enrollment and at the end of each school year: 
o Designate the language proficiency level of each LEP student. 
o Reviews the level of academic achievement of each LEP student. 
o Designate, subject to parent approval, the initial instructional placement of each 

LEP student in the required program. 
o Facilitate the participation of LEP students in other special programs for which 

they are eligible provided by the district. 
o Recommend the LEP student’s exit from the BE/ESL classroom. (End of year) 
o Classify students as English proficient and recommend their exit from the BE/ESL 

program. (End of year) 
o Conferences with parents/guardians who deny placement and services through 

the ESL program. 
o Monitors the academic progress of students with parent denials who are 

experiencing low achievement 
o Re-notifies parents/guardians of available programs for their child/ren, as 

recommended by the LPAC. 
o Monitors the academic progress of students who have exited from the ESL 

education program within the last four years. 
o Maintains updated and accurate LEP rosters, as required, in a timely manner. 
o Documents all LPAC committee meetings, classifications, actions and 

recommendations. 



North Lamar ISD ESL Handbook 

21 

 

 

o Ensures Red Folders for newly enrolled LEP students are created and the 
appropriate documentation, mandated by the Texas Education Agency, is 
evident in the students’ permanent folder. 

o Ensures LPAC representation on and collaboration with the Admission, Review 
and Dismissal (ARD) Committee of LEP students who qualify for services in the 
special education program. 

o Determines the language of assessment and/or LEP STAAR and/or TELPAS 
exemption from testing of LEP students 

o Determines the accommodations to be used for identified students taking the 
STAAR tests. 

 
• North Lamar ISD conducts the following LPAC meetings: 

 
o Initial entry or qualification LPAC meetings within 20 school days of enrollment 
o State assessment meetings for grades 3-12 
o End of year meetings to discuss all LEP and monitored students 
o Special meetings may also be called to discuss students’ grades, state 

assessment failures, disciplinary actions, etc. 
o At end of the year meetings, the LPAC uses the exit criteria chart (see Appendix) 

determined by the state to recommend exiting students from the program. (19 
TAC 89.1225{i}) 

 
 

• Before the administration of the criterion-referenced test each year, the LPAC shall: 
 

o Determine the eligibility of LEP students in grades 3-12 for the following options: 
 

 Exemption from the criterion-referenced test; 
 Administration of the Spanish version criterion-referenced test; 
 Administration of the English version criterion-referenced test. 
 Exit level postponement from the criterion-referenced test. 

 
o Consider the following criteria in making this decision for each student: 

 
 Literacy in English and/or Spanish; 
 Oral language proficiency in English and/or Spanish, and 
 Language of instruction and planned language of assessment. 

Please refer to the LPAC Decision Making Guide 
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• The LPAC shall give written notice to the student’s parent advising that the student has 
been classified as LEP and requesting approval to place the student in the required 
BE/ESL program. 

 
• Pending parent approval of a LEP student’s entry into the BE/ESL program 

recommended by the LPAC, the district shall place the student in the recommended 
program. Students are placed in the PEIMS system after parent permission is gained. 

 
• Parents have the right to deny placement in the BE/ESL program. Parents must submit, 

in writing, their wish to deny services. If parents deny the program, a parent conference 
is requested and the District ESL Coordinator will conduct the parent conference to 
determine if additional educational information is needed for the parents to make the 
best possible decision for the student. 

 
• Students with a parent denial are still classified as LEP and are listed in PEIMS as LEP- 

parent denial. Exit criteria are applicable to students identified as ESL and LEP parent 
denials. Students not meeting exit criteria at the end of the year that are classified as 
parent denials are reoffered the program in the subsequent school year. 

 
• The LPAC shall monitor the academic progress of each student who has exited from the 

BE/ESL program for a period of up to four years to determine whether the student is 
academically successful. Those students who are not academically successful shall be 
reclassified as LEP and shall be recommended for participation in a BE/ESL program, 
compensatory/accelerated instruction, or other special language program that 
addresses their needs. 

 
• The student’s permanent record shall contain documentation of all actions impacting 

the LEP student. This documentation shall include: 
 

o The identification of the student as LEP 
o The designation of the student’s level of language proficiency 
o The recommendation of program placement 
o Parental approval of entry or placement into the program; 
o The dates of entry into, and placement within, the program; 
o The date of any exemption from the state criterion-referenced test; 
o The date of exit from the program and parent approval, and 
o The results of monitoring for academic success 
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II. Testing and Classification of Students 
 
 

• Every student whose HLS indicates that the student speaks or hears a language other 
than English in the home must be administered a TEA-approved oral language 
proficiency test (OLPT) and a norm referenced standardized test. 

 
o In pre-kindergarten through grade one OLPT only, and 
o In grades 2-12, OLPT and a norm referenced standardized test. 

 
• All the OLPTs shall be administered by professionals or paraprofessionals who are 

proficient in the language of the test and trained in language proficiency testing. 
 

• The OLPT and norm referenced standardized test shall be administered within four 
weeks of the student’s enrollment date. 

 
• For entry into the BE/ESL program, a student shall be identified as LEP using the 

following criteria: 
 

o At Pre-K through grade 1, the score on the English OLPT is below the level 
designated for indicating LEP. 

o At grades 2-12: 
 

 The student’s score on the OLPT is below the level designated for 
indicating LEP; 

 The student’s score on the reading and language arts section of the norm 
referenced standardized test at his or her grade level is below the 40th 

percentile, or 
 The student’s ability in English is so limited that the administration, at his 

or her grade level, of the reading and language arts section of the norm 
referenced standardized test is not valid. 

 
 

• Within four weeks of their initial enrollment in the district, students shall be identified 
as LEP and enrolled into the BE/ESL program. 

 
• For exit from the BE/ESL program, a student in grades 2-12 may be classified as English 

proficient: 
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o At the end of the school year in which a student would be able to participate 
equally in a regular, all-English, instructional program as determined by: 

 
 Passing the English language criterion-referenced assessment instrument 

for reading and writing at grade level and, 
 Tests administered at the end of each school year to determine the 

extent to which the student has developed oral and listening language 
proficiency and specific language skills in English (OLPT, TELPAS Listening) 

 
• The online reading, listening and speaking portions of the Texas English Language 

Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) are given to all LEP students in grades 2-12. In 
addition, students are scored in the area of writing until exit criteria has been met. The 
TELPAS is designed to measure annual growth in the English reading proficiency of 
second language learners. 

 
o A student may not be exited from the BE/ESL program in grades Pre-K through 

grade 1. 
 

• For determining whether a student who has been exited from the BE/ESL program is 
academically successful, the following criteria shall be used at the end of the school 
year: 

 
o The student meets state performance standards in English on the criterion- 

referenced assessment instrument. 
o The student has passing grades in all subjects and courses taken. 
o Additional teacher observations and comments will be taken into consideration. 

 
 

III. Eligible Students with Disabilities 
 

• Students with disabilities will be eligible to participate in BE/ESL along with other 
programs in which the student is enrolled. 

 
BE/ESL students who qualify for special education will have an LPAC representative at all 
Admission, Review and Dismissal (ARD) meetings. 

 
• When a BE/ESL/LEP student is suspected of having a disability, the campus Care Team 

and the LPAC committees shall ensure that the following are not determining factors 
before referring the child to special education: 
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o Limited English proficiency; 
o Having a different cultural lifestyle; 
o A lack of instruction in reading and math, and 
o A lack of educational opportunities 

 
• When a BE/ESL/LEP student is referred to special education, the campus will send to 

special services, along with the referral, the most current language testing results. 
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Chronology of Federal and State Law and Policy 
Impacting Language Minority Students 

 
How has federal policy for language minority students evolved in the U.S.? 

 
1920s-1960s English immersion or “sink-or-swim” policies are the dominant method of 

instruction of language minority students. Few or no remedial services 
are available, and students are generally held at the same grade level 
until enough English is mastered to advance in subject areas. 

 
1963 Success of a two-way bilingual program for Cuban refugee children in 

Dade County, Florida, inspires the implementation of similar programs 
elsewhere. 

 
1964 Civil Rights Act: Title VI prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 

color, or national origin in the operation of all federally assisted 
programs. 

 
1968 The Bilingual Education Act, Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1968: Establishes federal policy for bilingual education 
for economically disadvantaged language minority students, allocates 
funds for innovative programs, and recognizes the unique educational 
disadvantages faced by non-English speaking students. 

 
1978 Amendments to Title VII emphasize the strictly transitional nature of 

native language instruction, expand eligibility to students who are limited 
English proficient (LEP), and permit enrollment of English-speaking 
students in bilingual programs. 

 
1982 Amendments to Title VII allow for some native language maintenance, 

provide program funding for ELLs with special needs, support family 
English literacy programs, and emphasize importance of teacher training. 

1988 Amendments to Title VII include increased funding to state education 
agencies, expanded funding for “special alternative” programs where 
only English is used, established a three-year limit on participation in 
most Title VII, and created fellowship programs for professional training. 

 
1994 Comprehensive educational reforms entail reconfiguration of Title VII 

programs. New provisions reinforce professional development programs, 
increase attention to language maintenance and foreign language 
instruction, improve research and evaluation at state and local level, 
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supply additional funds for immigrant education, and allow participation 
of some private school students. 

 
 

2001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB): The reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 appropriates funds to 
states to improve the education of English Language Learners by assisting 
children to learn English and meet challenging state academic content 
and student academic achievement standards. Legislation for ELLs is 
found under Title III of NCLB. 

 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): The reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 on December 10, 2015 
replaces NLCB. ESSA strengthens and enhances the equitable services 
provisions and provides more State and district level accountability. 

 
 

What court rulings have impacted the education of language minority students 
in the U.S.? 

 
 

SUPREME COURT 
 
 

1974 Lau v. Nichols 
This suit by Chinese parents in San Francisco leads to the ruling that 
identical education does not constitute equal education under Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. School districts must take affirmative steps to 
overcome educational barriers faced by non-English speakers. This ruling 
established that the Office for Civil Rights, under the former Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, has the authority to establish 
regulations for Title VI enforcement. 

 
1982 Plyler v. Doe 

Under the Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, the state 
does not have the right to deny a free public education to undocumented 
immigrant children. 
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FEDERAL COURT 
 
 

1971 United States of America v. State of Texas, et al. 
This desegregation case centered on the issue of discrimination and 
whether the San Felipe and Del Rio school districts were providing 
Mexican American students an equal educational opportunity. On August 
6, 1971, Judge William Wayne Justice ordered the consolidation of the 
two districts. As a result of the lawsuit, the federal court came down with 
a court order, Civil Action 5281, which eliminates discrimination on 
grounds of race, color, or national origin in Texas public and charter 
schools. 

 
1974 Serna v. Portales 

The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals found that Spanish surnamed students’ 
achievement levels were below those of their Anglo counterparts. The 
court ordered Portales Municipal Schools to implement a 
bilingual/bicultural curriculum, revise procedures for assessing 
achievement, and hire bilingual school personnel. 

 
1978 Cintron v. Brentwood 

The Federal District Court for the Eastern District of New York rejected 
the Brentwood School District’s proposed bilingual program on the 
grounds that it would violate “Lau Guidelines” by unnecessarily 
segregating Spanish-speaking students from their English-speaking peers 
in music and art. The court also objected to the program’s failure to 
provide for exiting students whose English language proficiency was 
sufficient for them to understand mainstream English instruction. 

 
1978 Rios v. Reed 

The Federal District Court for the Eastern District of New York found that 
the Pastchogue-Medford School District’s transitional bilingual program 
was basically a course in English and that students were denied an equal 
educational opportunity by not receiving academic instruction in Spanish. 
The court wrote: “A denial of educational opportunities to a child in the 
first years of schooling is not justified by demonstrating that the 
educational program employed will teach the child English sooner than a 
program comprised of more extensive Spanish instruction.” 

 
1981 Castañeda v. Pickard 

Reputed to be the most significant court decision affecting language 
minority students after Lau. In responding to the plaintiffs’ claim that 
Raymondville, Texas Independent School District’s language remediation 
programs violated the Equal Educational Opportunities Act (EEOA) of 
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1974, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals formulated a set of basic 
standards to determine school district compliance with EEOA. 
The “Castañeda test” includes the following criteria: (1) Theory: The 
school must pursue a program based on an educational theory 
recognized as sound or, at least, as a legitimate experimental strategy; (2) 
Practice: The school must actually implement the program with 
instructional practices, resources, and personnel necessary to transfer 
theory to reality; (3) Results: The school must not persist in a program 
that fails to produce results. 

 
1981 United States v. State of Texas et al., January 12, 1981 

The U.S. District Court for the eastern district of Texas, Tyler division, 
instructs TEA to phase in mandatory bilingual education in grades K-12. 
This decision outlined specific requirements including: three year 
monitoring cycles, identification of ELLs, and a language survey for 
students entering school. It also established the need for exit criteria. 

 
1982 United States v. State of Texas et al., July 12, 1982 

The U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit reverses the previous judgment of 
U.S. v. State of Texas et al., January 12, 1981 because of state legislation 
enacted in 1981. 

 
1983 Keyes v. School District #1 

A U.S. District Court found that a Denver public school district had failed 
to adequately implement a plan for language minority students, which is 
the second element of the “Castañeda Test.” 

 
1987 Gomez v. Illinois 

The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that State Education Agencies 
are also required under EEOA to ensure that language minority student’s 
educational needs are met. 
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Noteworthy Legislation in Texas Regarding Bilingual Education 
 

1969 HB 103 
The 61st legislature passed the state’s first bilingual education bill. This 
Act acknowledged English as the primary language of instruction in 
school and allowed but did not require school districts to provide 
bilingual instruction through Grade 6. 

 
1973 SB 121 

The 63rd legislature passed the Texas Bilingual Education and Training 
Act. This Act directed each school district in which 20 or more ELLs in the 
same grade shared the same language classification the previous year to 
institute a program of bilingual instruction beginning with the 1974-75 
school year. 

 
1978 In November, the State Board of Education adopted the rules governing 

the implementation of special language programs for ELLs. 
 

1981 SB 477 
This Act strengthened the guidelines necessary to implement the state 
bilingual plan and established the Language Proficiency Assessment 
Committees (LPAC). 

 
2005 HB 1 

The 79th legislature 3rd called session amended Chapter 29.0561 to 
specify monitoring criteria during the two (2) years after students exit the 
special language program. 

 
2007 SB 1871 

The 80th legislature enacted the data collection of special language 
program models; four (4) for bilingual education and two (2) for ESL. 

 
2009 HB 3 

The 81st legislature eliminated versions of grade 6 for reading and math 
Spanish tests. 
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Chapter 89. Adaptations for Special Populations 
Subchapter BB. Commissioner's Rules Concerning State Plan 

for Educating English Language Learners 
 
 
 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this Subchapter BB issued under the 
Texas Education Code, §§29.051, 29.053, 29.054, 29.056, 29.0561, 29.060, 

and 29.066, unless otherwise noted. 
 

 
 
 
 

§89.1201. Policy. 
 

(a) It is the policy of the state that every student in the state who has a home language other 
than English and who is identified as an English language learner shall be provided a full 
opportunity to participate in a bilingual education or English as a second language (ESL) 
program, as required in the Texas Education Code (TEC), Chapter 29, Subchapter B. To ensure 
equal educational opportunity, as required in the TEC, §1.002(a), each school district shall: 

 
(1) identify English language learners based on criteria established by the state; 

 
(2) provide bilingual education and ESL programs, as integral parts of the regular 

program as described in the TEC, §4.002; 
 

(3) seek certified teaching personnel to ensure that English language learners are 
afforded full opportunity to master the essential knowledge and skills required by 
the state; and 

 
(4) assess achievement for essential knowledge and skills in accordance with the TEC, 

Chapter 39, to ensure accountability for English language learners and the schools 
that serve them. 

 
(b) The goal of bilingual education programs shall be to enable English language learners to 
become competent in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the English language through 
the development of literacy and academic skills in the primary language and English. Such 
programs shall emphasize the mastery of English language skills, as well as mathematics, 
science, and social studies, as integral parts of the academic goals for all students to enable 
English language learners to participate equitably in school. 
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(c) The goal of ESL programs shall be to enable English language learners to become competent 
in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the English language through the integrated use of 
second language methods. The ESL program shall emphasize the mastery of English language 
skills, as well as mathematics, science, and social studies, as integral parts of the academic goals 
for all students to enable English language learners to participate equitably in school. 

 
(d) Bilingual education and ESL programs shall be integral parts of the total school program. 
Such programs shall use instructional approaches designed to meet the special needs of English 
language learners. The basic curriculum content of the programs shall be based on the essential 
knowledge and skills required by the state. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1201 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
 

§89.1203. Definitions. 
 

The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, shall have the following 
meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. 

 
(1) English language learner--A person who is in the process of acquiring English and has another 
language as the first native language. The terms English language learner and limited English 
proficient student are used interchangeably. 

 
(2) Dual language immersion--An educational approach in which students learn two languages in 
an instructional setting that integrates subject content presented in English and another 
language. Models vary depending on the amount of each language used for instruction at each 
grade level. The program must be based on instruction that adds to the student's first language. 
The implementation of a dual language immersion program model is optional. 

 
(3) School district--For the purposes of this subchapter, the definition of a school district 
includes an open-enrollment charter school. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1203 adopted to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 
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§89.1205. Required Bilingual Education and English as a Second 
Language Programs. 

 
(a) Each school district that has an enrollment of 20 or more English language learners in any 
language classification in the same grade level district-wide shall offer a bilingual education 
program as described in subsection (b) of this section for the English language learners in 
prekindergarten through the elementary grades who speak that language. "Elementary grades" 
shall include at least prekindergarten through Grade 5; sixth grade shall be included when 
clustered with elementary grades. 

 
(b) A school district shall provide a bilingual education program by offering dual language 
instruction in prekindergarten through the elementary grades, using one of the four bilingual 
program models described in §89.1210 of this title (relating to Program Content and Design). 

 
(c) School districts are authorized to establish a bilingual education program at grade levels in 
which the bilingual education program is not required under subsection (a) of this section. 

 
(d) All English language learners for whom a school district is not required to offer a bilingual 
education program shall be provided an English as a second language program as described in 
subsection (e) of this section, regardless of the students' grade levels and home language, and 
regardless of the number of such students. 
(e) A school district shall provide English as a second language instruction by offering an English 
as a second language program using one of the two models described in §89.1210 of this title. 

 
(f) School districts may join with other school districts to provide bilingual education or English 
as a second language programs. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1205 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective March 5, 1999, 24 TexReg 1383; amended to be effective April 
18, 2002, 27 TexReg 3107; amended to be effective September 17, 2007, 32 TexReg 6311; 
amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
 

§89.1207. Exceptions and Waivers. 
 

(a) Bilingual education program. 
 

(1) Exceptions. A school district that is unable to provide a bilingual education 
program as required by §89.1205(a) of this title (relating to Required Bilingual 
Education and English as a Second Language Programs) shall request from the 
commissioner of education an exception to the bilingual education program and 
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the approval of an alternative program. The approval of an exception to the 
bilingual education program shall be valid only during the school year for which 
it was granted. A request for a bilingual education program exception must be 
submitted by November 1 and shall include: 

 
(A) a statement of the reasons the school district is unable to offer the bilingual 

education program with supporting documentation; 
 

(B) a description of the proposed alternative modified bilingual education or 
intensive English as a second language programs designed to meet the 
affective, linguistic, and cognitive needs of the English language learners, 
including the manner through which the students will be given opportunity 
to master the essential knowledge and skills required by Chapter 74 of this 
title (relating to Curriculum Requirements); 

 
(C) an acknowledgement that certified teachers available in the school district 

will be assigned to grade levels beginning at prekindergarten followed 
successively by subsequent grade levels to ensure that the linguistic and 
academic needs of the English language learners with beginning levels of 
English proficiency are served on a priority basis; 

 
(D) a description of the training program the school district will provide to 

improve the skills of the certified teachers that are assigned to implement 
the proposed alternative program and an assurance that at least 10% of the 
bilingual education allotment shall be used to fund this training program; and 

 
(E) a description of the actions the school district will take to ensure that the 

program required under §89.1205(a) of this title will be provided the 
subsequent year, including its plans for recruiting and training an adequate 
number of certified teachers to eliminate the need for subsequent 
exceptions and measurable targets for the subsequent year. 

 
(2) Approval of exceptions. Bilingual education program exceptions will be granted 

by the commissioner if the requesting school district: 
 

(A) meets or exceeds the state average for English language learner 
performance on the required state assessments; 

 
(B) meets the requirements and measurable targets of the action plan 

described in paragraph (1)(E) of this subsection submitted the previous 
year and approved by the Texas Education Agency (TEA); or 
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(C) reduces by 25% the number of teachers under exception for bilingual 
Spanish programs when compared to the number of exceptions granted 
the previous year. 

 
(3) Denial of exceptions. A school district denied a bilingual education program 
exception must submit to the commissioner a detailed action plan for complying with 
required regulations for the following school year. 

 
(4) Appeals. A school district denied a bilingual education program exception may 
appeal to the commissioner or the commissioner's designee. The decision of the 
commissioner or commissioner's designee is final and may not be appealed further. 

 
(5) Special accreditation investigation. The commissioner may authorize a special 

accreditation investigation under the Texas Education Code (TEC), §39.057, if a 
school district: 

 
(A) is denied a bilingual education program exception for more than three 

consecutive years; or 
 

(B) is granted an exception based on meeting or exceeding the state average for 
English language learner performance on the required state assessments but 
has excessive numbers of allowable exemptions from the required state 
assessments. 

 
(6) Sanctions. Based on the results of a special accreditation investigation, the 

commissioner may take appropriate action under the TEC, §39.102. 
 

(b) English as a second language program. 
 

(1) Waivers. A school district that is unable to provide an English as a second language 
program as required by §89.1205(d) of this title because of an insufficient number of 
certified teachers shall request from the commissioner a waiver of the certification 
requirements for each teacher who will provide instruction in English as a second 
language for English language learners. The approval of a waiver of certification 
requirements shall be valid only during the school year for which it was granted. A 
request for an English as a second language program waiver must be submitted by 
November 1 and shall include: 
(A) a statement of the reasons the school district is unable to provide a sufficient 
number of certified teachers to offer the English as a second language program; 

 
(B) a description of the manner in which the teachers in the English as a second 
language program will meet the affective, linguistic, and cognitive needs of the English 
language learners, including the manner through which the students will be given 
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opportunity to master the essential knowledge and skills required by Chapter 74 of this 
title; 

 
(C) an assurance that certified teachers available in the school district will be assigned to 
grade levels beginning at prekindergarten followed successively by subsequent grade 
levels in the elementary school campus and, if needed, secondary campuses, to ensure 
that the linguistic and academic needs of the English language learners with the lower 
levels of English proficiency are served on a priority basis; 

 
(D) the name of each teacher not on permit who is assigned to implement the English as 
a second language program and for each teacher under a waiver, the estimated date for 
the completion of the English as a second language supplemental certification, which 
must be completed by the end of the schoolyear for which the waiver was requested; 

 
(E) a description of the training program that the school district will provide to improve 
the skills of the certified teachers that are assigned to implement the proposed English 
as a second language program and an assurance that at least 10% of the bilingual 
education allotment shall be used to fund this training; and 

 
(F) a description of the actions the school district will take to ensure that the program 
required under §89.1205(d) of this title will be provided the subsequent year, including 
its plans for recruiting and training an adequate number of certified teachers to 
eliminate the need for subsequent waivers. 

 
(2) Approval of waivers. English as a second language waivers will be granted by the 

commissioner if the requesting school district: 
(A) meets or exceeds the state average for English language learner performance 
on the required state assessments; or 

 
(B) meets the requirements and measurable targets of the action plan described 
in paragraph (1)(F) of this subsection submitted the previous year and approved 
by the TEA. 

 
(3) Denial of waivers. A school district denied an English as a second language program 

waiver must submit to the commissioner a detailed action plan for complying with 
required regulations for the following school year. 

 
(4) Appeals. A school district denied an English as a second language waiver may appeal to 

the commissioner or the commissioner's designee. The decision of the commissioner or 
commissioner's designee is final and may not be appealed further. 

 
(5) Special accreditation investigation. The commissioner may authorize a special 

accreditation investigation under the TEC, §39.057, if a school district: 
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(A) is denied an English as a second language waiver for more than three 
consecutive years; or 

 
(B) is granted a waiver based on meeting or exceeding the state average for 
English language learner performance on the required state assessments but has 
excessive numbers of allowable exemptions from the required state 
assessments. 

 
(6) Sanctions. Based on the results of a special accreditation investigation, the 

commissioner may take appropriate action under the TEC, §39.102. 
 

Source: The provisions of this §89.1207 adopted to be effective September 17, 2007, 32 TexReg 
6311; amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1210. Program Content and Design. 

 
(a) Each school district required to offer a bilingual education or English as a second 

language program shall provide each English language learner the opportunity to be 
enrolled in the required program at his or her grade level. Each student's level of 
proficiency shall be designated by the language proficiency assessment committee in 
accordance with§89.1220(g) of this title (relating to Language Proficiency Assessment 
Committee). The school district shall modify the instruction, pacing, and materials to 
ensure that English language learners have a full opportunity to master the essential 
knowledge and skills of the required curriculum. Students participating in the bilingual 
education program may demonstrate their mastery of the essential knowledge and skills 
in either their home language or in English for each content area. 

 
(b) The bilingual education program shall be a full-time program of instruction in which 

both the students' home language and English shall be used for instruction. The amount 
of instruction in each language within the bilingual education program shall be 
commensurate with the students' level of proficiency in each language and their level of 
academic achievement. The students' level of language proficiency and academic 
achievement shall be designated by the language proficiency assessment committee. 
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall develop program guidelines to ensure that the 
programs are developmentally appropriate, that the instruction in each language is 
appropriate, and that the students are challenged to perform at a level commensurate 
with their linguistic proficiency and academic potential. 

 
(c) The bilingual education program shall be an integral part of the regular educational 

program required under Chapter 74 of this title (relating to Curriculum Requirements). 
In bilingual education programs using Spanish and English as languages of instruction, 
school districts shall use state-adopted English and Spanish instructional materials and 
supplementary materials as curriculum tools to enhance the learning process; in 
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addition, school districts may use other curriculum adaptations that have been 
developed. The bilingual education program shall address the affective, linguistic, and 
cognitive needs of English language learners as follows. 
(1) Affective. English language learners shall be provided instruction in their home 

language to introduce basic concepts of the school environment, and instruction 
both in their home language and in English, which instills confidence, self- 
assurance, and a positive identity with their cultural heritages. The program shall 
address the history and cultural heritage associated with both the students' 
home language and the United States. 

 
(2) Linguistic. English language learners shall be provided instruction in the skills of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing both in their home language and in 
English. The instruction in both languages shall be structured to ensure that the 
students master the required essential knowledge and skills and higher-order 
thinking skills in all subjects. 

 
(3) Cognitive. English language learners shall be provided instruction in language 

arts, mathematics, science, and social studies both in their home language and in 
English. The content area instruction in both languages shall be structured to 
ensure that the students master the required essential knowledge and skills and 
higher-order thinking skills in all subjects. 

 
(d) The bilingual education program shall be implemented with consideration for each 

English language learner's unique readiness level through one of the following program 
models. 

 
(1) Transitional bilingual/early exit is a bilingual program model that serves a 

student identified as limited English proficient in both English and Spanish, or 
another language, and transfers the student to English-only instruction. This 
model provides instruction in literacy and academic content areas through the 
medium of the student's first language, along with instruction in English oral and 
academic language development. Non-academic subjects such as art, music, and 
physical education may also be taught in English. Exiting of a student to an all- 
English program of instruction will occur no earlier than the end of Grade 1 or, if 
the student enrolls in school during or after Grade 1, no earlier than two years or 
later than five years after the student enrolls in school. A student who has met 
exit criteria in accordance with §89.1225(h), (j), and (k) of this title (relating to 
Testing and Classification of Students) may continue receiving services, but the 
school district will not receive the bilingual education allotment for that student. 

 
(2) Transitional bilingual/late exit is a bilingual program model that serves a student 

identified as limited English proficient in both English and Spanish, or another 
language, and transfers the student to English-only instruction. Academic growth 
is accelerated through cognitively challenging academic work in the student's 
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first language along with meaningful academic content taught through the 
student's second language, English. The goal is to promote high levels of 
academic achievement and full academic language proficiency in the student's 
first language and English. A student enrolled in a transitional bilingual/late exit 
program is eligible to exit the program no earlier than six years or later than 
seven years after the student enrolls in school. A student who has met exit 
criteria in accordance with §89.1225(h), (j), and (k) of this title may continue 
receiving services, but the school district will not receive the bilingual education 
allotment for that student. 

 
(3) Dual language immersion/two-way is a biliteracy program model that integrates 

students proficient in English and students identified as limited English 
proficient. This model provides instruction in both English and Spanish, or 
another language, and transfers a student identified as limited English proficient 
to English-only instruction. Instruction is provided to both native English 
speakers and native speakers of another language in an instructional setting 
where language learning is integrated with content instruction. Academic 
subjects are taught to all students through both English and the other language. 
Program exit will occur no earlier than six years or later than seven years after 
the student enrolls in school. A student who has met exit criteria in accordance 
with §89.1225(h), (j), and (k) of this title may continue receiving services, but the 
school district will not receive the bilingual education allotment for that student. 
The primary goals of a dual language immersion program model are: 

 
(A) the development of fluency and literacy in English and another language 

for all students, with special attention given to English language learners 
participating in the program; 

 
(B) the integration of English speakers and English language learners for 

academic instruction, in accordance with the program design and model 
selected by the school district board of trustees. Whenever possible, 50% 
of the students in a 
program should be dominant English speakers and 50% of the students 
should be native speakers of the other language at the beginning of the 
program; and 

 
(C) the promotion of bilingualism, biliteracy, cross-cultural awareness, and 

high academic achievement. 
 

(4) Dual language immersion/one-way is a biliteracy program model that serves only 
students identified as limited English proficient. This model provides instruction 
in both English and Spanish, or another language, and transfers a student to 
English-only instruction. Instruction is provided to English language learners in an 
instructional setting where language learning is integrated with content 
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instruction. Academic subjects are taught to all students through both English 
and the other language. Program exit will occur no earlier than six years or later 
than seven years after the student enrolls in school. A student who has met exit 
criteria in accordance with§89.1225(h), (j), and (k) of this title may continue 
receiving services, but the school district will not receive the bilingual education 
allotment for that student. The primary goals of a dual language immersion 
program model are: 

 
(A) the development of fluency and literacy in English and another language 

for all students, with special attention given to English language learners 
participating in the program; 

 
(B) the integration of English speakers and English language learners for 

academic instruction, in accordance with the program design and model 
selected by the school district board of trustees; and 

 
(C) the promotion of bilingualism, biliteracy, cross-cultural awareness, and 

high academic achievement. 
 

(e) English as a second language programs shall be intensive programs of instruction 
designed to develop proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the English 
language. Instruction in English as a second language shall be commensurate with the 
student's level of English proficiency and his or her level of academic achievement. In 
prekindergarten through Grade 8, instruction in English as a second language may vary 
from the amount of time accorded to instruction in English language arts in the general 
education program for English proficient students to a full-time instructional setting 
using second language methods. In high school, the English as a second language 
program shall be consistent with graduation requirements under Chapter 74 of this title. 
The language proficiency assessment committee may recommend appropriate services 
that may include content courses provided through sheltered instructional approaches 
by trained teachers, enrollment in English as a second language courses, additional state 
elective English courses, and special assistance provided through locally determined 
programs. 

 
(f) The English as a second language program shall be an integral part of the regular 

educational program required under Chapter 74 of this title. School districts shall use 
state-adopted English as a second language instructional materials and supplementary 
materials as curriculum tools. In addition, school districts may use other curriculum 
adaptations that have been developed. The school district shall provide for ongoing 
coordination between the English as a second language program and the regular 
educational program. The English as a second language program shall address the 
affective, linguistic, and cognitive needs of English language learners as follows. 
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(1) Affective. English language learners shall be provided instruction using second 
language methods in English to introduce basic concepts of the school 
environment, which instills confidence, self-assurance, and a positive identity 
with their cultural heritages. The program shall address the history and cultural 
heritage associated with both the students' home language and the United 
States. 

 
(2) Linguistic. English language learners shall be provided intensive instruction to 

develop proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the English 
language. The instruction in academic content areas shall be structured to 
ensure that the students master the required essential knowledge and skills and 
higher-order thinking skills. 

 
(3) Cognitive. English language learners shall be provided instruction in English in 

language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies using second language 
methods. The instruction in academic content areas shall be structured to ensure 
that the students master the required essential knowledge and skills and higher- 
order thinking skills. 

 
(g) The English as a second language program shall be implemented with consideration for 

each English language learner's unique readiness level through one of the following 
program models. 

 
(1) An English as a second language/content-based program model is an English 

program that serves only students identified as English language learners by 
providing a full-time teacher certified under the Texas Education Code (TEC), 
§29.061(c), to provide supplementary instruction for all content area instruction. 
The program integrates English as a second language instruction with subject 
matter instruction that focuses not only on learning a second language, but using 
that language as a medium to learn mathematics, science, social studies, or 
other academic subjects. Exiting of a student to an all-English program of 
instruction without English as a second language support will occur no earlier 
than the end of Grade 1 or, if the student enrolls in school during or after Grade 
1, no earlier than two years or later than five years after the student enrolls in 
school. At the high school level, the English language learner receives sheltered 
instruction in all content areas. A student who has met exit criteria in accordance 
with §89.1225(h), (j), and (k) of this title may continue receiving services, but the 
school district will not receive the bilingual education allotment for that student. 

 
(2) An English as a second language/pull-out program model is an English program 

that serves only students identified as English language learners by providing a 
part-time teacher certified under the TEC, §29.061(c), to provide English 
language arts instruction exclusively, while the student remains in a mainstream 
instructional arrangement in the remaining content areas. Instruction may be 
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provided by the English as a second language teacher in a pull-out or inclusionary 
delivery model. Exiting of a student to an all-English program of instruction 
without English as a second language support will occur no earlier than the end 
of Grade 1 or, if the student enrolls in school during or after Grade 1, no earlier 
than two years or later than five years after the student enrolls in school. At the 
high school level, the English language learner receives sheltered instruction in 
all content areas. A student who has met exit criteria in accordance with 
§89.1225(h), (j), and (k) of this title may continue receiving services, but the 
school district will not receive the bilingual education allotment for that student. 

 
(h) Except in the courses specified in subsection (i) of this section, English as a second 

language strategies, which may involve the use of the students' home language, may be 
provided in any of the courses or electives required for promotion or graduation to 
assist the English language learners to master the essential knowledge and skills for the 
required subject(s). The use of English as a second language strategies shall not impede 
the awarding of credit toward meeting promotion or graduation requirements. 

 
(i) In subjects such as art, music, and physical education, the English language learners shall 

participate with their English-speaking peers in regular classes provided in the subjects. 
The school district shall ensure that students enrolled in bilingual education and English 
as a second language programs have a meaningful opportunity to participate with other 
students in all extracurricular activities. 

 
(j) The required bilingual education or English as a second language programs shall be 

provided to every English language learner with parental approval until such time that 
the student meets exit criteria as described in §89.1225(h) of this title or graduates from 
high school. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1210 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective March 5, 1999, 24 TexReg 1383; amended to be effective April 
18, 2002, 27 TexReg 3107; amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1215. Home Language Survey. 

 
(a) School districts shall conduct only one home language survey of each student. The home 

language survey shall be administered to each student new to the school district and to 
students previously enrolled who were not surveyed in the past. School districts shall 
require that the survey be signed by the student's parent or guardian for each student in 
prekindergarten through Grade 8, or by the student in Grades 9-12. The original copy of 
the survey shall be kept in the student's record. 
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(b) The home language survey shall be administered in English and Spanish; for students of 
other language groups, the home language survey shall be translated into the home 
language whenever possible. The home language survey shall contain the following 
questions. 

 
(1) "What language is spoken in your home most of the time?" 
(2) "What language does your child speak most of the time?" 

 
(c) Additional information may be collected by the school district and recorded on the 

home language survey. 
 

(d) The home language survey shall be used to establish the student's language 
classification for determining whether the school district is required to provide a 
bilingual education or English as a second language program. If the response on the 
home language survey indicates that a language other than English is used, the student 
shall be tested in accordance with §89.1225of this title (relating to Testing and 
Classification of Students). 

 
 

Source: The provisions of this §89.1215 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1220. Language Proficiency Assessment Committee. 

 
(a) School districts shall by local board policy establish and operate a language proficiency 

assessment committee. The school district shall have on file policy and procedures for 
the selection, appointment, and training of members of the language proficiency 
assessment committee(s). 

 
(b) In school districts required to provide a bilingual education program, the language 

proficiency assessment committee shall be composed of the membership described in 
the Texas Education Code (TEC), §29.063. If the school district does not have an 
individual in one or more of the school job classifications required, the school district 
shall designate another professional staff member to serve on the language proficiency 
assessment committee. The school district may add other members to the committee in 
any of the required categories. 

 
(c) In school districts and grade levels not required to provide a bilingual education 

program, the language proficiency assessment committee shall be composed of one or 
more professional personnel, a campus administrator, and a parent of an English 
language learner participating in the program designated by the school district. 
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(d) No parent serving on the language proficiency assessment committee shall be an 
employee of the school district. 

 
(e) A school district shall establish and operate a sufficient number of language proficiency 

assessment committees to enable them to discharge their duties within 20 school days 
of the enrollment of English language learners. 

 
(f) All members of the language proficiency assessment committee, including parents, shall 

be acting for the school district and shall observe all laws and rules governing 
confidentiality of information concerning individual students. The school district shall be 
responsible for the orientation and training of all members, including the parents, of the 
language proficiency assessment committee. 

 
(g) Upon their initial enrollment and at the end of each school year, the language 

proficiency assessment committee shall review all pertinent information on all English 
language learners identified in accordance with §89.1225(f) of this title (relating to 
Testing and Classification of Students), and shall: 

 
(1) designate the language proficiency level of each English language learner 

in accordance with the guidelines issued pursuant to §89.1210(b) and (e) 
of this title (relating to Program Content and Design); 

 
(2) designate the level of academic achievement of each English language 

learner; 
 

(3) designate, subject to parental approval, the initial instructional 
placement of each English language learner in the required program; 

 
(4) facilitate the participation of English language learners in other special 

programs for which they are eligible provided by the school district with 
either state or federal funds; and 

 
(5) classify students as English proficient in accordance with the criteria 

described in§89.1225(h) of this title, and recommend their exit from the 
bilingual education or English as a second language program. 

 
(h) Before the administration of the state criterion-referenced test each year, the language 

proficiency assessment committee shall determine the appropriate assessment option 
for each English language learner as outlined in Chapter 101, Subchapter AA, of this title 
(relating to Commissioner's Rules Concerning the Participation of English Language 
Learners in State Assessments). 

 
(i) The language proficiency assessment committee shall give written notice to the 

student's parent advising that the student has been classified as an English language 
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learner and requesting approval to place the student in the required bilingual education 
or English as a second language program. The notice shall include information about the 
benefits of the bilingual education or English as a second language program for which 
the student has been recommended and that it is an integral part of the school 
program. 

 
(j) Pending parent approval of an English language learner's entry into the bilingual 

education or English as a second language program recommended by the language 
proficiency assessment committee, the school district shall place the student in the 
recommended program, but may count only English language learners with parental 
approval for the bilingual education allotment. 

 
(k) The language proficiency assessment committee shall monitor the academic progress of 

each student who has exited from a bilingual or English as a second language program 
during the first two years after exiting in accordance with the TEC, §29.0561. 

 
(l) The student's record shall contain documentation of all actions impacting the English 

language learner. 
 

(1) Documentation shall include: 
 

(A) the identification of the student as an English language learner; 
 

(B) the designation of the student's level of language proficiency; 
 

(C) the recommendation of program placement; 
 

(D) parental approval of entry or placement into the program; 
 

(E) the dates of entry into, and placement within, the program; 
 

(F) assessment information as outlined in Chapter 101, Subchapter AA, of this title; 
 

(G) additional instructional interventions provided to students to ensure adequate 
yearly progress; 

 
(H) the date of exit from the program and parental approval; and 

 
(I) the results of monitoring for academic success, including students formerly classified 
as English language learners, as required under the TEC, §29.063(c) (4). 

 
(2) Current documentation as described in paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be 

forwarded in the same manner as other student records to another school district in 
which the student enrolls. 
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(m) A school district may identify, exit, or place a student in a program without written approval 
of the student's parent or guardian if: 

 
(1) the student is 18 years of age or has had the disabilities of minority removed; 

 
(2) reasonable attempts to inform and obtain permission from a parent or guardian 
have been made and documented; 

 
(3) approval is obtained from: 

 
(A) an adult who the school district recognizes as standing in parental relation to 
the student, including a foster parent or employee of a state or local 
governmental agency with temporary possession or control of the student; or 

 
(B) the student, if no parent, guardian, or other responsible adult is available; or 

(4) a parent or guardian has not objected in writing to the proposed entry, exit, or 
placement. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1220 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective March 5, 1999, 24 TexReg 1383; amended to be effective April 
18, 2002, 27 TexReg 3107; amended to be effective September 17, 2007, 32 TexReg 6311; 
amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1225. Testing and Classification of Students. 

 
(a) For identifying English language learners, school districts shall administer to each 

student who has a language other than English as identified on the home language 
survey: 

 
(1) in prekindergarten through Grade 1, an oral language proficiency test 
approved by the Texas Education Agency (TEA); and 

 
(2) in Grades 2-12, a TEA-approved oral language proficiency test and the English 
reading and English language arts sections from a TEA-approved norm- 
referenced assessment, or another test approved by the TEA, unless the norm- 
referenced standardized achievement instrument is not valid in accordance with 
subsection (f)(2)(C) of this section. 

 
(b) School districts that provide a bilingual education program shall administer an oral 

language proficiency test in the home language of the student who is eligible to be 
served in the bilingual education program. If the home language of the student is 
Spanish, the school district shall administer the Spanish version of the TEA-approved 
oral language proficiency test that was administered in English. If the home language of 
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the student is other than Spanish, the school district shall determine the student's level 
of proficiency using informal oral language assessment measures. 

 
(c) All the oral language proficiency testing shall be administered by professionals or 

paraprofessionals who are proficient in the language of the test and trained in language 
proficiency testing. 

(d) The grade levels and the scores on each test that shall identify a student as an English 
language learner shall be established by the TEA. The commissioner of education shall 
review the approved list of tests, grade levels, and scores annually and update the list. 

 
(e) Students with a language other than English shall be administered the required oral 

language proficiency test in prekindergarten through Grade 12 and norm-referenced 
standardized achievement instrument in Grades 2-12 within 20 school days of their 
enrollment. 

 
(f) For entry into a bilingual education or English as a second language program, a student 

shall be identified as an English language learner using the following criteria. 
 

(1) In prekindergarten through Grade 1, the student's score on the English oral 
language proficiency test is below the level designated for indicating limited 
English proficiency under subsection (d) of this section. 

 
(2) In Grades 2-12: 

 
(A) the student's score on the English oral language proficiency test is below the 
level designated for indicating limited English proficiency under subsection (d)of 
this section; 

 
(B) the student's score on the English reading and/or English language arts 
sections of the TEA-approved norm-referenced standardized achievement 
instrument at his or her grade level is below the 40th percentile; or 

 
(C) the student's ability in English is so limited that the administration, at his or 
her grade level, of the reading and language arts sections of a TEA-approved 
norm-referenced standardized achievement instrument or other test approved 
by the TEA is not valid. 

 
(3) In the absence of data required in paragraph (2) (B) of this subsection, evidence 

that the student is not academically successful as defined in subsection (j) of this 
section is required. 

 
(4) The admission review and dismissal (ARD) committee in conjunction with the 

language proficiency assessment committee shall determine an appropriate 
assessment instrument and designated level of performance for indicating 
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limited English proficiency as required under subsection (d) of this section for 
students for whom those tests would be inappropriate as part of the 
individualized education program (IEP). The decision for entry into a bilingual 
education or English as a second language program shall be determined by the 
ARD committee in conjunction with the language proficiency assessment 
committee in accordance with §89.1220(g) of this title (relating to Language 
Proficiency Assessment Committee). 

 
(g) Within 20 school days of their initial enrollment in the school district, students shall be 

identified as English language learners and enrolled into the required bilingual 
education or English as a second language program. Prekindergarten and kindergarten 
students preregistered in the spring shall be identified as English language learners and 
enrolled in the required bilingual education or English as a second language program 
within 20 school days of the start of the school year in the fall. 

 
(h) For exit from a bilingual education or English as a second language program, a student 

maybe classified as English proficient at the end of the school year in which a student 
would be able to participate equally in a general education, all-English instructional 
program. This determination shall be based upon all of the following: 

 
(1) TEA-approved tests that measure the extent to which the student has developed 

oral and written language proficiency and specific language skills in English; 
 

(2) satisfactory performance on the reading assessment instrument under the Texas 
Education Code (TEC), §39.023(a), or a TEA-approved English language arts 
assessment instrument administered in English, or a score at or above the 
40thpercentile on both the English reading and the English language arts sections of 
a TEA-approved norm-referenced standardized achievement instrument for a 
student who is enrolled in Grade 1 or 2; and 

 
(3) TEA-approved criterion-referenced written tests when available, or other TEA- 

approved tests when criterion-referenced tests are not available, and the results of a 
subjective teacher evaluation. 

 
(i) A student may not be exited from the bilingual education or English as a second language 
program in prekindergarten or kindergarten. A school district must ensure that English 
language learners are prepared to meet academic standards required by the TEC, §28.0211. 

 
(j) For determining whether a student who has been exited from a bilingual education or 

English as a second language program is academically successful, the following criteria shall 
be used at the end of the school year: 
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(1) the student meets state performance standards in English on the criterion- 
referenced assessment instrument required in the TEC, §39.023, for the grade 
level as applicable; and 

 
(2) the student has passing grades in all subjects and courses taken. 

 
(k) The ARD committee in conjunction with the language proficiency assessment committee 
shall determine an appropriate assessment instrument and performance standard requirement 
for exit under subsection (h) of this section for students for whom those tests would be 
inappropriate as part of the IEP. The decision to exit a student who receives both special 
education and special language services from the bilingual education or English as a second 
language program is determined by the ARD committee in conjunction with the language 
proficiency assessment committee in accordance with applicable provisions of subsection (h) of 
this section. 

 
(l) Notwithstanding §101.101 of this title (relating to Group-Administered Tests), all tests used 
for the purpose of identification, exit, and placement of students and approved by the TEA 
must be re-normed at least every eight years. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1225 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective April 18, 2002, 27 TexReg 3107; amended to be effective 
September 17, 2007, 32 TexReg 6311; amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1227. Minimum Requirements for Dual Language Immersion 
Program Model. 

 
(a) A dual language immersion program model must address all curriculum requirements 
specified in Chapter 74, Subchapter A, of this title (relating to Required Curriculum) to include 
foundation and enrichment areas, English language proficiency standards, and college and 
career readiness standards. 

 
(b) A dual language immersion program model shall be a full-time program of academic 
instruction in English and another language. 

 
(c) A minimum of 50% of instructional time must be provided in the language other than 
English. 

 
(d) Implementation should: 

 
(1) begin at prekindergarten, kindergarten, or Grade 1, as applicable; 
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(2) continue without interruption incrementally through the elementary grades 
whenever possible; and 

 
(3) consider expansion to middle school and high school whenever possible. 

 
(e) A dual language immersion program model shall be developmentally appropriate and 

based on current best practices research. 
 

Source: The provisions of this §89.1227 adopted to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 
 

§89.1228. Dual Language Immersion Program Model Implementation. 
 

(a) Student enrollment in a dual language immersion program model is optional. 
 

(b) A dual language immersion program model must fully disclose candidate selection 
criteria and ensure that access to the program is not based on race, creed, color, 
religious affiliation, age, or disability. 

 
(c) A school district must obtain written parental approval for student participation in the 

program sequence and model established by the school district. 
 

(d) A school district implementing a dual language immersion program model must develop 
a policy on enrollment and continuation for students in this program model. The policy 
must address: 

 
(1) eligibility criteria; 

 
(2) program purpose; 

 
(3) grade levels in which the program will be implemented; 

 
(4) support of program goals as stated in §89.1210 of this title (relating to Program 

Content and Design); and 
 

(5) expectations for students and parents. 
 

Source: The provisions of this §89.1228 adopted to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 
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§89.1230. Eligible Students with Disabilities. 
 

(a) School districts shall implement assessment procedures that differentiate between 
language proficiency and handicapping conditions in accordance with Subchapter AA of 
this chapter (relating to Commissioner's Rules Concerning Special Education Services) 
and shall establish placement procedures that ensure that placement in a bilingual 
education or English as a second language program is not refused solely because the 
student has a disability. 

 
(b) Admission, review, and dismissal committee members shall meet in conjunction with 

language proficiency assessment committee members to review the educational needs 
of each English language learner who qualifies for services in the special education 
program. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1230 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective March 5, 1999, 24 TexReg 1383; amended to be effective May 
28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1233. Participation of English Proficient Students. 

 
School districts may enroll students who are not English language learners in the bilingual 
education program in accordance with the Texas Education Code, §29.058. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1233 adopted to be effective March 5, 1999, 24 TexReg 1383 
amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1235. Facilities. 

 
Bilingual education and English as a second language programs shall be located in the regular 
public schools of the school district rather than in separate facilities. In order to provide the 
required bilingual education or English as a second language programs, school districts may 
concentrate the programs at a limited number of facilities within the school district provided 
that the enrollment in those facilities shall not exceed 60% English language learners. Recent 
immigrant English language learners enrolled in newcomer centers shall return to home 
campuses no later than two years after initial enrollment in a newcomer program. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1235 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 
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§89.1240. Parental Authority and Responsibility. 
 

(a) The parents shall be notified that their child has been classified as an English language 
learner and recommended for placement in the required bilingual education or English 
as a second language program. They shall be provided information describing the 
bilingual education or English as a second language program recommended, its benefits 
to the student, and its being an integral part of the school program to ensure that the 
parents understand the purposes and content of the program. The entry or placement 
of a student in the bilingual education or English as a second language program must be 
approved in writing by the student's parent. The parent's approval shall be considered 
valid for the student's continued participation in the required bilingual education or 
English as a second language program until the student meets the exit criteria described 
in §89.1225(h) of this title (relating to Testing and Classification of Students), graduates 
from high school, or the parent requests a change in program placement. 

 
(b) The school district shall notify the student's parent of the student's reclassification as 

English proficient and his or her exit from the bilingual education or English as a second 
language program and acquire approval as required under the Texas Education Code, 
§29.056(a).Students meeting exit requirements may continue in the bilingual education 
or English as a second language program with parental approval but are not eligible for 
inclusion in the school district bilingual education allotment. 

 
(c) The parent of a student enrolled in a school district that is required to offer bilingual 

education or English as a second language programs may appeal to the commissioner of 
education if the school district fails to comply with the law or the rules. Appeals shall be 
filed in accordance with Chapter 157 of this title (relating to Hearings and Appeals). 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1240 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective April 18, 2002, 27 TexReg 3107; amended to be effective May 28, 
2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1245. Staffing and Staff Development. 

 
(a) School districts shall take all reasonable affirmative steps to assign appropriately 

certified teachers to the required bilingual education and English as a second language 
programs in accordance with the Texas Education Code (TEC), §29.061, concerning 
bilingual education and special language program teachers. School districts that are 
unable to secure a sufficient number of certified bilingual education and English as a 
second language teachers to provide the required programs, shall request emergency 
teaching permits or special assignment permits, as appropriate, in accordance with 
Chapter 230 of this title (relating to Professional Educator Preparation and Certification). 
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(b) School districts that are unable to employ a sufficient number of teachers, including 
part-time teachers, who meet the requirements of subsection (a) of this section for the 
bilingual education and English as a second language programs shall apply on or before 
November 1for an exception to the bilingual education program as provided in 
§89.1207(a) of this title(relating to Exceptions and Waivers) or a waiver of the 
certification requirements in the English as a second language program as provided in 
§89.1207(b) of this title as needed. 

 
(c) Teachers assigned to the bilingual education program and/or English as a second 

language program may receive salary supplements as authorized by the TEC, §42.153. 
 

(d) School districts may compensate teachers and aides assigned to bilingual education and 
English as a second language programs for participation in continuing education 
programs designed to increase their skills or lead to bilingual education or English as a 
second language certification. 

 
(e) School districts that are unable to staff their bilingual education and English as a second 

language programs with fully certified teachers shall use at least 10% of their bilingual 
education allotment for preservice and in service training to improve the skills of the 
teachers who provide instruction in the alternative bilingual education program, 
instruction in English as a second language, and/or content area instruction in special 
classes for English language learners. 

 
(f) The commissioner of education shall encourage school districts to cooperate with 

colleges and universities to provide training for teachers assigned to the bilingual 
education and/or English as a second language programs. 

 
(g) The Texas Education Agency (TEA) shall develop, in collaboration with education service 

centers (ESCs), bilingual education training guides for implementing bilingual education 
and English as a second language training programs. The materials shall provide a 
framework for: 

 
(1) developmentally appropriate bilingual education programs for early childhood 

through the elementary grades; 
 

(2) affectively appropriate instruction in bilingual education and English as a second 
language programs in accordance with §89.1210(c)(1) and (f)(1) of this title 
(relating to Program Content and Design); 

 
(3) linguistically appropriate bilingual education and English as a second language 

programs in accordance with §89.1210(c)(2) and (f)(2) of this title; 
 

(4) cognitively appropriate programs for English language learners in accordance 
with §89.1210(c)(3) and (f)(3) of this title; and 
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(5) developmentally appropriate programs for English language learners identified 
as gifted and talented and English language learners with disabilities. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1245 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective March 5, 1999, 24 TexReg 1383; amended to be effective April 
18, 2002, 27 TexReg 3107; amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1250. Required Summer School Programs. 

 
Summer school programs that are provided under the Texas Education Code (TEC), §29.060, for 
English language learners who will be eligible for admission to kindergarten or Grade 1 at the 
beginning of the next school year shall be implemented in accordance with this section. 

 
(1) Purpose of summer school programs. 

 
(A)English language learners shall have an opportunity to receive special 
instruction designed to prepare them to be successful in kindergarten and Grade 
1. 

 
(B) Instruction shall focus on language development and essential knowledge and 
skills appropriate to the level of the student. 

 
(C)The program shall address the affective, linguistic, and cognitive needs of the 
English language learners in accordance with §89.1210(c) and (f) of this title 
(relating to Program Content and Design). 

 
(2) Establishment of, and eligibility for, the program. 

 
(A)Each school district required to offer a bilingual or English as a second 
language (ESL) program in accordance with the TEC, §29.053, shall offer the 
summer program. 

 
(B)To be eligible for enrollment: 

 
(i)a student must be eligible for admission to kindergarten or to Grade 1 at the beginning of the 
next school year and must be an English language learner; and 

 
(ii) a parent or guardian must have approved placement of the English language learner in the 
required bilingual or ESL program following the procedures described in §89.1220(g) of this title 
(relating to Language Proficiency Assessment Committee) and §89.1225(a)-(f) of this title 
(relating to Testing and Classification of Students). 
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(C) Limited English proficiency shall be determined by evaluating students using an 
oral language proficiency test approved by the Texas Education Agency. 

 
(3) Operation of the program. 

 
(A) Enrollment is optional. 

 
(B) The program shall be operated on a one-half day basis, a minimum of three hours 

each day, for eight weeks or the equivalent of 120 hours of instruction. 
 

(C) The student/teacher ratio for the program district-wide shall not exceed 18 to one. 
 

(D) A school district is not required to provide transportation for the summer program. 
 

(E) Teachers shall possess certification or endorsement as required in the TEC,§29.061, 
and §89.1245 of this title (relating to Staffing and Staff Development). 

 
(F) Reporting of student progress shall be determined by the board of trustees. A 

summary of student progress shall be provided to parents at the conclusion of the 
program. This summary shall be provided to the student's teacher at the beginning 
of the next regular school term. 

 
(G) A school district may join with other school districts in cooperative efforts to plan 

and implement programs. 
 

(H) The summer school program shall not substitute for any other program required to 
be provided during the regular school term, including those required in the TEC, 
§29.153. 

 
 

(4) Funding and records for programs. 
 

(A) A school district shall use state and local funds for program purposes. School 
districts may use federal funds, consistent with requirements for the expenditure of 
federal funds, for the program. 

 
(i) Available funds appropriated by the legislature for the support of 

summer school programs provided under the TEC, §29.060, shall be 
allocated to school districts in accordance with this subsection. 

 
(ii) Funding for the summer school program shall be on a unit basis in such 

an allocation system to ensure a pupil/teacher ratio of not more than 18 
to one. The numbers of students required to earn units shall be 
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established by the commissioner. The allotment per unit shall be 
determined by the commissioner based on funds available. 

 
(iii) Any school district required to offer the program under paragraph 

(2)(A)of this subsection that has less than ten students district-wide 
desiring to participate is not required to operate the program. However, 
those school districts must demonstrate that they have aggressively 
attempted to encourage student participation. 

 
(iv) Payment to school districts for summer school programs shall be based 

on units employed. This information must be submitted in a manner and 
according to a schedule established by the commissioner in order for a 
school district to be eligible for funding. 

 
(B) A school district shall maintain records of eligibility, attendance, and progress of 

students. 
 

Source: The provisions of this §89.1250 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective April 18, 2002, 27 TexReg 3107; amended to be effective 
February 17, 2005, 30 TexReg 709; amended to be effective September 17, 2007, 32 TexReg 
6311; amended to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1265. Evaluation. 

 
(a) All school districts required to conduct a bilingual education or English as a second 

language program shall conduct periodic assessment in the languages of instruction to 
determine program impact and student outcomes in all subject areas. 

 
(b) Annual reports of educational performance shall reflect the academic progress in either 

language of the English language learners, the extent to which they are becoming 
proficient in English, the number of students who have been exited from the bilingual 
education and English as a second language programs, and the number of teachers and 
aides trained and the frequency, scope, and results of the training. These reports shall 
be retained at the district level. 

 
(c) School districts shall report to parents the progress of their child as a result of 

participation in the program offered to English language learners in English and the 
home language at least annually. 

 
(d) Each school year, the principal of each school campus, with the assistance of the 

campus level committee, shall develop, review, and revise the campus improvement 
plan described in the Texas Education Code, §11.253, for the purpose of improving 
student performance for English language learners. 
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Source: The provisions of this §89.1265 adopted to be effective September 1, 1996, 21 TexReg 
5700; amended to be effective April 18, 2002, 27 TexReg 3107; amended to be effective May 28, 
2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
Campus principals and ESL Coordinator monitor common campus assessments, benchmark 
data, grades, etc. LPAC meetings are called if a student in the ESL program, or a monitored 
student earns a failing grade and conferences are scheduled. 

 
Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, teachers of ESL students will be required to post their 
Content Objective, Language Objective and ELPS on lesson plans and in the classroom where it 
is visible for all to see. 

 
§89.1267. Standards for Evaluation of Dual Language Immersion 
Program Models. 

 
(a) A school district implementing a dual language immersion program must conduct 

annual formative and summative evaluations collecting a full range of data to determine 
program impact on student academic success. 

 
(b) The success of a dual language immersion program is evident by students in the 

program demonstrating high levels of language proficiency in English and the other 
language and mastery of the Texas essential knowledge and skills for the foundation and 
enrichment areas. Indicators of success may include scores on statewide student 
assessments in English, statewide student assessments in Spanish (if appropriate), 
norm-referenced standardized achievement tests in both languages, and/or language 
proficiency tests in both languages. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1267 adopted to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 

 
§89.1269. General Standards for Recognition of Dual Language 
Immersion Program Models. 

 
(a) School district recognition. An exceptional dual language immersion program model 

may be recognized by the local school district board of trustees using the following 
criteria. 

 
(1) A school district must exceed the minimum requirements stated in §89.1227of 

this title (relating to Minimum Requirements for Dual Language Immersion 
Program Model). 
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(2) A school district must not receive the lowest performance rating in the state 
accountability system. 

 
(3) A school district must not be identified for any stage of intervention for the 

district's bilingual and/or English as a second language program under the 
performance-based monitoring system. 

(4) A school district must meet the adequate yearly progress participation and 
performance criteria in reading and mathematics for the English language learner 
student group under Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) regulations. 

 
(b) Student recognition. A student participating in a dual language immersion program 

model maybe recognized by the program and its local school district board of trustees 
using the following criteria. 

 
(1) The student must meet or exceed statewide student assessment passing 

standards, as required by the Texas Education Code, §39.024, in all subject areas 
at the appropriate grade level. 

 
(4) The student must meet or exceed expected levels of language proficiency on a 

recognized language proficiency test from the list of tests approved by the 
commissioner of education. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §89.1269 adopted to be effective May 28, 2012, 37 TexReg 3822. 
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Section V 
Texas Education Code, 

Subchapter B Bilingual Education 
and Special Language Programs 

(29.051-29.066) 
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Subchapter B. Bilingual Education and Special Language 
Programs 

 
Sec. 29.051. State Policy. 

 
English is the basic language of this state. Public schools are responsible for providing a full 
opportunity for all students to become competent in speaking, reading, writing, and 
comprehending the English language. Large numbers of students in the state come from 
environments in which the primary language is other than English. Experience has shown that 
public school classes in which instruction is given only in English are often inadequate for the 
education of those students. The mastery of basic English language skills is a prerequisite for 
effective participation in the state's educational program. Bilingual education and special 
language programs can meet the needs of those students and facilitate their integration into 
the regular school curriculum. Therefore, in accordance with the policy of the state to ensure 
equal educational opportunity to every student, and in recognition of the educational needs of 
students of limited English proficiency, this subchapter provides for the establishment of 
bilingual education and special language programs in the public schools and provides 
supplemental financial assistance to help school districts meet the extra costs of the programs. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., Ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

 
Sec. 29.052. Definitions. 
In this subchapter: 

 
(1) "Student of limited English proficiency" means a student whose primary language is 

other than English and whose English language skills are such that the student has 
difficulty performing ordinary class work in English. 

 
(2)"Parent" includes a legal guardian of a student. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., Ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

 
Sec. 29.053. Establishment of Bilingual Education and Special 
Language Programs 

 
(a) The agency shall establish a procedure for identifying school districts that are required to 
offer bilingual education and special language programs in accordance with this subchapter. 

 
(b) Within the first four weeks following the first day of school, the language proficiency 
assessment committee established under Section 29.063 shall determine and report to the 
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board of trustees of the district the number of students of limited English proficiency on each 
campus and shall classify each student according to the language in which the student 
possesses primary proficiency. The board shall report that information to the agency before 
November 1 each year. 

 
(c) Each district with an enrollment of 20 or more students of limited English proficiency in any 
language classification in the same grade level shall offer a bilingual education or special 
language program. 

 
(d) Each district that is required to offer bilingual education and special language programs 
under this section shall offer the following for students of limited English proficiency: 

 
(1) Bilingual education in kindergarten through the elementary grades; 

 
(2) Bilingual education, instruction in English as a second language, or other transitional 

language instruction approved by the agency in post-elementary grades through 
grade 8; and 

 
(3) Instruction in English as a second language in grades 9 through 12 

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., Ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

Sec. 29.054. Exception. 
 

(a) If a program other than bilingual education must be used in kindergarten through the 
elementary grades, documentation for the exception must be filed with and approved by the 
agency. 

 
(b) An application for an exception may be filed with the agency when a district is unable to hire 
a sufficient number of teachers with teaching certificates appropriate for bilingual education 
instruction to staff the required program. The application must be accompanied by: 

 
(1) documentation showing that the district has taken all reasonable affirmative steps 

to secure teachers with teaching certificates appropriate for bilingual education 
instruction and has failed; 

 
(2) documentation showing that the district has affirmative hiring policies and 

procedures consistent with the need to serve limited English proficiency students; 
 

(3) documentation showing that, on the basis of district records, no teacher having a 
teaching Texas Education certificate appropriate for bilingual instruction or 
emergency credentials has been unjustifiably denied employment by the district 
within the past 12 months; and 
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(4) a plan detailing specific measures to be used by the district to eliminate the 
conditions that created the need for an exception. 

 
(c) An exception shall be granted under this section on an individual district basis and is valid for 
only one year. Application for an exception for a second or succeeding year must be 
accompanied by the documentation prescribed by Subsection (b). 

 
(d) During the period for which a district is granted an exception under this section, the district 
must use alternative methods approved by the agency to meet the needs of its students of 
limited English proficiency, including hiring teaching personnel under a bilingual emergency 
permit. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

 
Sec. 29.055. Program Content; Method of Instruction. 

 
(a)A bilingual education program established by a school district shall be a full-time program of 
dual language instruction that provides for learning basic skills in the primary language of the 
students enrolled in the program and for carefully structured and sequenced mastery of English 
language skills. A program of instruction in English as a second language established by a school 
district shall be a program of intensive instruction in English from teachers trained in 
recognizing and dealing with language differences. 

 
(b)A program of bilingual education or of instruction in English as a second language shall be 
designed to consider the students' learning experiences and shall incorporate the cultural 
aspects of the students' backgrounds. 

 
(c) In subjects such as art, music, and physical education, students of limited English proficiency 
shall participate fully with English-speaking students in regular classes provided in the subjects 

 
(d) Elective courses included in the curriculum may be taught in a language other than English 

 
(e) Each school district shall provide students enrolled in the program a meaningful opportunity 
to participate fully with other students in all extracurricular activities. 

 
(f) If money is appropriated for the purpose, the agency shall establish a limited number of pilot 
programs for the purpose of examining alternative methods of instruction in bilingual 
education and special language programs. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 
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Sec. 29.056. Enrollment of Students in Program. 
 

(a) The agency shall establish standardized criteria for the identification, assessment, and 
classification of students of limited English proficiency eligible for entry into the program or exit 
from the program. The student's parent must approve a student's entry into the program, exit 
from the program, or placement in the program. The school district or parent may appeal the 
decision under Section 29.064. The criteria for identification, assessment, and classification may 
include: 

 
(1) results of a home language survey conducted within four weeks of each 

student's enrollment to determine the language normally used in the home and 
the language normally used by the student, conducted in English and the home 
language, signed by the student's parents if the student is in kindergarten 
through grade 8 or by the student if the student is in grades 9 through 12, and 
kept in the student's permanent folder by the language proficiency assessment 
committee; 

 
(2) the results of an agency-approved English language proficiency test administered 

to all students identified through the home survey as normally speaking a 
language other than English to determine the level of English language 
proficiency, with students in kindergarten or grade 1being administered an oral 
English proficiency test and students in grades 2 through 12 being administered 
an oral and written English proficiency test; and 

 
(3) the results of an agency-approved proficiency test in the primary language 

administered to all students identified under Subdivision (2) as being of limited 
English proficiency to determine the level of primary language proficiency, with 
students in kindergarten or grade 1 being administered an oral primary language 
proficiency test and students in grades 2 through 12 being administered an oral 
and written primary language proficiency test. 

 
(b) Tests under Subsection (a) shall be administered by professionals or 

paraprofessionals with the appropriate English and primary language 
skills and the training required by the test publisher. 

 
(c) The language proficiency assessment committee may classify a student as 

limited English proficiency if: 
 

(1) the student's ability in English is so limited or the student's disabilities 
are so severe that assessment procedures cannot be administered; 
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(2) the student's score or relative degree of achievement on the agency- 
approved English proficiency test is below the levels established by 
the agency as indicative of reasonable proficiency; 

 
(3) the student's primary language proficiency score as measured by an 

agency-approved testis greater than the student's proficiency in 
English; or 

 
(4) the language proficiency assessment committee determines, based 

on other information, including a teacher evaluation, parental 
viewpoint, or student interview, that the student's primary language 
proficiency is greater than the student's proficiency in English, or that 
the student is not reasonably proficient in English. 

 
(d) Not later than the 10th day after the date of the student's classification 

as a student of limited English proficiency, the language proficiency 
assessment committee shall give written notice of the classification to 
the student's parent. The notice must be in English and the parent's 
primary language. The parents of students eligible to participate in the 
required bilingual education program shall be informed of the benefits of 
the bilingual education or special language program and that it is an 
integral part of the school program. 

 
 

(e) The language proficiency assessment committee may retain, for 
documentation purposes, all records obtained under this section. 

 
(f) The district may not refuse to provide instruction in a language other 

than English to a student solely because the student has a disability. 
 

(g) A district may transfer a student of limited English proficiency out of a 
bilingual education or special language program for the first time or a 
subsequent time if the student is able to participate equally in a regular 
all-English instructional program as determined by: 

 
(1) agency-approved tests administered at the end of each school year to 

determine the extent to which the student has developed oral and 
written language proficiency and specific language skills in English; 

 
(2) satisfactory performance on the reading assessment instrument 

under Section 39.023(a) or an English language arts assessment 
instrument under Section 39.023(c), as applicable, with the 
assessment instrument administered in English, or, if the student is 
enrolled in the first or second grade, an achievement score at or 
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above the 40th percentile in the reading and language arts sections of 
an English standardized test approved by the agency; and 

 
(3) agency-approved criterion-referenced tests and the results of a 

subjective teacher evaluation. 
 

(h) If later evidence suggests that a student who has been transferred out of 
a bilingual education or special language program has inadequate English 
proficiency and achievement, the language proficiency assessment 
committee may reenroll the student in the program. Classification of 
students for reenrollment must be based on the criteria required by this 
section. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. Amended by Acts 2006, 79th 
Leg., 3rd C.S., ch. 5, Sec. 3.06, eff. May 26, 2006. 

 
Sec. 29.0561. Evaluation of Transferred Students; Reenrollment. 

 
(a) The language proficiency assessment committee shall reevaluate a student who is 
transferred out of a bilingual education or special language program under Section 29.056(g) if 
the student earns a failing grade in a subject in the foundation curriculum under Section 
28.002(a)(1) during any grading period in the first two school years after the student is 
transferred to determine whether the student should be reenrolled in a bilingual education or 
special language program. 

 
(b) During the first two school years after a student is transferred out of a bilingual education or 
special language program under Section 29.056(g), the language proficiency assessment 
committee shall review the student's performance and consider: 

 
 

(1) the total amount of time the student was enrolled in a bilingual education or special 
language program; 

 
(2) the student's grades each grading period in each subject in the foundation 

curriculum under Section 28.002(a)(1); 
 

(3) the student's performance on each assessment instrument administered under 
Section39.023 (a) or (c) 

 
(4) the number of credits the student has earned toward high school graduation, if 

applicable; 
 

(5) any disciplinary actions taken against the student under Subchapter A, Chapter 37. 
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(c) After an evaluation under this section, the language proficiency assessment committee may 
require intensive instruction for the student or reenroll the student in a bilingual education or 
special language program. 

 
Added by Acts 2006, 79th Leg., 3rd C.S., ch. 5, Sec. 3.07, eff. May 26, 2006. 

 
Sec. 29.057. Facilities; Classes. 

 
(a) Bilingual education and special language programs must be located in the regular public 
schools of the district rather than in separate facilities. 

 
(b) Students enrolled in bilingual education or a special language program shall be placed in 
classes with other students of approximately the same age and level of educational attainment. 
The school district shall ensure that the instruction given each student is appropriate to the 
student's level of educational attainment, and the district shall keep adequate records of the 
educational level and progress of each student enrolled in the program. 

 
(c) The maximum student-teacher ratio shall be set by the agency and shall reflect the special 
educational needs of students enrolled in the programs. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

 
Sec. 29.058. Enrollment of Students Who Do Not Have Limited English 
Proficiency 

 
With the approval of the school district and a student's parents, a student who does not have 
limited English proficiency may also participate in a bilingual education program. The number of 
participating students who do not have limited English proficiency may not exceed 40 percent 
of the number of students enrolled in the program. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

 
Sec. 29.059. Cooperation Among Districts 

 
(a)A school district may join with one or more other districts to provide the bilingual education 
and special language programs required by this subchapter. The availability of the programs 
shall be publicized throughout the districts involved. 

 
(b)A school district may allow a nonresident student of limited English proficiency to enroll in or 
attend its bilingual education or special language programs if the student's district of residence 
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does not provide an appropriate program. The tuition for the student shall be paid by the 
district in which the student resides. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

 
Sec. 29.060. Preschool, Summer School, and Extended Time Programs 

 
(a) Each school district that is required to offer a bilingual education or special language 
program shall offer a voluntary program for children of limited English proficiency who will be 
eligible for admission to kindergarten or the first grade at the beginning of the next school year. 
A school that operates on a system permitted by this code other than a semester system shall 
offer 120 hours of instruction on a schedule the board of trustees of the district establishes. 

 
A school that operates on a semester system shall offer the program: 

 
(1) during the period school is recessed for the summer; and 

 
(2) for one-half day for eight weeks or on a similar schedule approved by the board 

of trustees. 
 

(b) Enrollment of a child in the program is optional with the parent of the child. 
 

(c) The program must be an intensive bilingual education or special language program that 
meets standards established by the agency. The student/teacher ratio for the program may not 
exceed 18/1. 

 
(d)A school district may establish on a full- or part-time basis other summer school, extended 
day, or extended week bilingual education or special language programs for students of limited 
English proficiency and may join with other districts in establishing the programs. 

 
(e) The programs required or authorized by this section may not be a substitute for programs 
required to be provided during the regular school year. 
(f) The legislature may appropriate money from the foundation school fund for support of a 
program under Subsection (a). 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

 
Sec. 29.061. Bilingual Education and Special Language Program 
Teachers 

 
(a)The State Board for Educator Certification shall provide for the issuance of teaching 
certificates appropriate for bilingual education instruction to teachers who possess a speaking, 



North Lamar ISD ESL Handbook 

70 

 

 

reading, and writing ability in a language other than English in which bilingual education 
programs are offered and who meet the general August 2008 Requirements of Chapter 21. The 
board shall also provide for the issuance of teaching certificates appropriate for teaching 
English as a second language. The board may issue emergency endorsements in bilingual 
education and in teaching English as a second language. 

 
(b)A teacher assigned to a bilingual education program must be appropriately certified for 
bilingual education by the board. (1) transitional bilingual/early exit program model; or (2) 
transitional bilingual/late exit program model. 

 
(b-1) A teacher assigned to a bilingual education program using a dual language 
immersion/one-way or two-way program model must be appropriately certified by the board 
for: (1) bilingual education for the component of the program provided in a language other 
than English; and (2) bilingual education or English as a second language for the component of 
the program provided in English. 

 
(b-2) A school district that provides a bilingual education program using a dual language 
immersion/one-way or two-way program model may assign a teacher certified under 
Subsection (b-1)(1) for the language other than English component of the program and a 
different teacher certified under Subsection (b-1)(2) for the English language component. 

 
(c)A teacher assigned to an English as a second language program must be appropriately 
certified for English as a second language by the board. 

 
(d)A school district may compensate a bilingual education or special language teacher for 
participating in a continuing education program that is in addition to the teacher's regular 
contract. The continuing education program must be designed to provide advanced bilingual 
education or special language program endorsement or skills. 

 
(e)The State Board for Educator Certification and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board shall develop a comprehensive plan for meeting the teacher supply needs created by the 
programs outlined in this subchapter. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 
Amended by: Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 453 (H.B. 218), Sec. 1, eff. June 15, 2015. 

 
Sec. 29.062. Compliance. 

 
(a) The legislature recognizes that compliance with this subchapter is an imperative public 
necessity. Therefore, in accordance with the policy of the state, the agency shall evaluate the 
effectiveness of programs under this subchapter based on the academic excellence indicators 
adopted under Section 39.051(a), including the results of assessment instruments. The agency 
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may combine evaluations under this section with federal accountability measures concerning 
students of limited English proficiency. 
(b) The areas to be monitored shall include: 

 
(1) program content and design; 
(2) program coverage; 
(3 )identification procedures; 
(4) classification procedures; 
(5) staffing; 
(6) learning materials; 
(7) testing materials; 
(8) reclassification of students for either entry into regular classes conducted exclusively 
in English or reentry into a bilingual education or special education program; and 
(9) activities of the language proficiency assessment committees. 

 
(c) Not later than the 30th day after the date of an on-site monitoring inspection, the agency 
shall report its findings to the school district or open-enrollment charter school and to the 
division of accreditation. 

 
(d) The agency shall notify a school district or open-enrollment charter school found in 
noncompliance in writing, not later than the 30th day after the date of the on-site monitoring. 
The district or open-enrollment charter school shall take immediate corrective action. 

 
(e) If a school district or open-enrollment charter school fails to satisfy appropriate standards 
adopted by the commissioner for purposes of Subsection (a), the agency shall apply sanctions, 
which may include the removal of accreditation, loss of foundation school funds, or both. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th 
Leg., ch. 201, Sec. 19, eff. Sept. 1, 2003. 

 
Sec. 29.063. Language Proficiency Assessment Committees. 

 
(a) Each school district that is required to offer bilingual education and special language 
programs shall establish a language proficiency assessment committee. 

 
(b) Each committee shall include a professional bilingual educator, a professional transitional 
language educator, a parent of a limited English proficiency student, and a campus 
administrator 

 
(c) The language proficiency assessment committee shall: 

 
(1) review all pertinent information on limited English proficiency students, including the 
home language survey, the language proficiency tests in English and the primary 
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language, each student's achievement in content areas, and each student's emotional 
and social attainment; 

 
(2) make recommendations concerning the most appropriate placement for the 
educational advancement of the limited English proficiency student after the 
elementary grades; 
(3) review each limited English proficiency student's progress at the end of the school 
year in order to determine future appropriate placement; 

 
(4) monitor the progress of students formerly classified as limited English proficiency 
who have transferred out of the bilingual education or special language program and, 
based on the information, designate the most appropriate placement for such students; 
and 

 
(5) determine the appropriateness of a program that extends beyond the regular school 
year based on the needs of each limited English proficiency student. 

 
(d) The agency may prescribe additional duties for language proficiency assessment committees. 

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

Sec. 29.064. Appeals. 
 

A parent of a student enrolled in a school district offering bilingual education or special 
language programs may appeal to the commissioner if the district fails to comply with the 
requirements established by law or by the agency as authorized by this subchapter. If the 
parent disagrees with the placement of the student in the program, the parent may appeal that 
decision to the board of trustees. Appeals shall be conducted in accordance with procedures 
adopted by the commissioner. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 1, eff. May 30, 1995. 

 
Sec. 29.066. PEIMS Reporting Requirements. 

 
(a)A school district that is required to offer bilingual education or special language programs 
shall include the following information in the district's Public Education Information 
Management System (PEIMS) report: 

 
(1) demographic information, as determined by the commissioner, on students enrolled 

in district bilingual education or special language programs; 
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(2) the number and percentage of students enrolled in each instructional model of a 
bilingual education or special language program offered by the district; and 

 
(3) the number and percentage of students identified as students of limited English 

proficiency who do not receive specialized instruction. 
 

(b) For purposes of this section, the commissioner shall adopt rules to classify programs under 
this section as follows: 

 
(1) if the program is a bilingual education program, the program must be classified 

under the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) report as: 
 

(A) transitional bilingual/early exit: a bilingual program that serves students 
identified as students of limited English proficiency in both English and Spanish 
and transfers a student to English-only instruction not earlier than two or later 
than five years after the student enrolls in school; 

 
(B) transitional bilingual/late exit: a bilingual program that serves students 
identified as students of limited English proficiency in both English and Spanish 
and transfers a student to English-only instruction not earlier than six or later 
than seven years after the student enrolls in school; 

 
(C) dual language immersion/two-way: a biliteracy program that integrates 
students proficient in English and students identified as students of limited 
English proficiency in both English and Spanish and transfers a student identified 
as a student of limited English proficiency to English-only instruction not earlier 
than six or later than seven years after the student enrolls in school; or 

 
(D) dual language immersion/one-way: a biliteracy program that serves only 
students identified as students of limited English proficiency in both English and 
Spanish and transfers a student to English-only instruction not earlier than six or 
later than seven years after the student enrolls in school; and 

 
(2) if the program is a special language program, the program must be classified under 

the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) report as: 
 

(A)English as a second language/content-based: an English program that serves 
students identified as students of limited English proficiency in English only by 
providing a full-time teacher certified under Section 29.061(c) to provide 
supplementary instruction for all content area instruction; or 

 
(B)English as a second language/pull-out: an English program that serves 
students identified as students of limited English proficiency in English only by 
providing a part-time teacher certified under Section 29.061(c) to provide English 
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language arts instruction exclusively, while the student remains in a mainstream 
instructional arrangement in the remaining content areas. 

 
(c) If the school district has received a waiver and is not required to offer a 
bilingual education or special language program in a student's native language or 
if the student's parents have refused to approve the student's entry into a 
program as provided by Section 29.056, the program must be classified under 
the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) report as: no 
bilingual education or special language services provided. 

 
Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1340, Sec. 2, eff. June 15, 2007. 
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Section VI 
PEIMS 





North Lamar ISD ESL Handbook 

77 

 

 

Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) 
 

Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS) 

Foreword 

The following document was developed by the PEIMS Division of TEA to assist 
districts with the reporting requirements for Limited English Proficient (LEP). 

 
Chapter 89 states that English Language Learner (ELL) is a person who is in the 
process of acquiring English and has another language as the first native language. 
The terms English language learners and limited English proficient student are 
used interchangeably [§89.1203(1)]. 

 
In order to achieve a comprehensive understanding of the progression of 
information contained in the document, it is recommended that it be read from 
beginning to end in its entirety. 
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LPACRecommendations- PBMS Code Table ID 

Student Date of Birth:  Grade:  _ 

Honie Language Code (Ol92): _01-Spanish _CY-cher  _ 

LEP Indicator Code (C061}: _ a - Not LEP _ 1- Identified as limited English proficient (LEP) 
 

     F - Student exited from LEP status - Monitored 1 (Ml) -student has met criteria for biiinguaVESL program exit, is 
no longerciassmed as LEP in PS.\i!S, and is in his or her first year of monitoring as re!jllired by19 TAC §89.1220(!) 
and is not ef,gible for funding due to the fact that they are not LEP 

     S -Student exited from LEP status- Monitored 2 (M2)-student has met criteria for bilinguai/ESL program exit, is 
no longer ci2SSified as LEP in PEIMS, and is in his or her second year of monitoring as required by :i9 TAC 
§89.1220(!) and is not eugiblefor funding dueto the fact that they are not LEP 

 
Exit Date:  (required for exited student) 

 
Parental Permission Code (C093): Parent Approval/Denial Dote:  _ 

 
The following PARENTAL--PERMISSION-CODES do not allow a stude.'lt to generate TOTAL-8.JGBILJNGUAL/ESL-8.JGDAVS-- 
PRESENT (E0896) 
_3 - Parent or Guardian Has R quested Placement of a Non-!.EP Student in the Bmngual Program 
_ 7 - Parent or Guardian Did Not Respond 

8 - Parent or Guarrfian Was Not Contacted 
_ C - Parent or Guardian Has Denied Placement of A LEP Student In Any Special Language Program (Parent Denial) 
_ G - Parent or Guardian Has Approved the Placement of A Recently Eoal:ed Non-LEP Student in A Bllingual Or English 

as a Second Language Special Language Program 
_. H - Parent or Guarrfian Has Requested Placement of a Non-LEP Student in the English as a Second Lang- age Program 

 
The faUowing PARENTAL--PERM!SSION-ffiDES do allow a student to generate TOTAL-EJGBIUNGUA!/ESL-8.JGDAYS-- 
.PRESENT (E0896) 
_ A - Parent or Guardian Has Denied Placement of a LEP Student in the Required Bilingual l'rogram, But Has Approved 

Placement of A LEP S1:Udent in the ESL Program 
_ B - Parent or Guardian Has Approved Placement of a Grade PK-8 LEP Student in the Required ESL Program 
_ D - Parent or Guardian Has Approved Placement of a LEP Student in the Bmrigual Program 
_ E - Parent or Guardian Has Approved Placement of a LEP Student in the Bilingual Program, But the District Has or 

Has Reques-ced an Exception Approved Under 19 TAC§89.1207; Parent Has Therefore Approved Piacement of A 
LEP Student InThe ESL Program 

· _F - Parent or Guardian of a Grade 9-12 LEP Student Has Approved Services in Accordance with the lPAC Plan. The' 
LPAC plan may Include English I for Speaker,iITT Other Languages, Engfish I! for Non-Speakers of Other Languages 
and/or mocfrfied (sheltered) courses for LEP students. 

_J - Parent or Guardian Has Approved the Placement of A LEP Student in the ESL Program, but the Pwgram Is An 
Alternative Language Program Approved By the Texas Education Agency, (See TAC 19.39.1207) Districts that use 
Parental Permission Code J have or should have submitted a waiver to the TEA ESL program. 

Bilingual Program Type Code (C175) 
_ 0 - Does not participate in the Bilingual Program 
_2-Transitional smngua!/Early Exit_4-Dual Language Immersion/Two-Way 
_3 -Transitional BffinguaVLate Exit_5 - Dual Language Immersion/One-Way 

 
ESL Program Type Code {C176) 
_ 0 - Does not participate in the ESL Program 
_ 2 - Engf?Sh as. a Second Language/Content-Based 
_3 -English as a Second Language/Pull-Out 

 
 

Bfl/ESL Teacher 
 

Date 



 

 

 
 

Campus:.  

Date:    

Please.add the following stu_dents to LEP/ESL: 

LEP-ESL DATA Entry Request Form ',\ 

 
 

ESL Coordinator Signature:   
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Please remove the following students from LEP/ESL: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lJJ - ' 

f-' 

Student Name Grade Date LEP Services Started Date ESL Services Started. 
 

Home Language Code 
 

Parent Permission Code 

      

      

      

-      

      

      

      

      

 

Student Name Grade Date LEP Services Started Date ESL Services Started 
 

Hom_e Language Code Parent Permission Code 
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North Lamar ISD ESL Handbook 

92 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section VII 
Elementary/Secondary 

English as a Second Language Program 
PK-12 





North Lamar ISD ESL Handbook 

93 

 

 

North Lamar ISD ESL Program 
English as a Second Language (ESL) is intensive English language instruction by teachers trained 
in recognizing and working with language differences. 

 
What is an ESL program? 

 
• ESL is intensive English language instruction by teachers trained in effective language 

acquisition strategies who work with English Language Learners. 
 

• ESL instruction shall be commensurate with the student’s level of English proficiency 
and academic achievement. 

 
• An ESL program provides intensive instruction that develops competency in the 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing of the English language. 
 

• An ESL program uses the academic and cultural background of the student as a platform 
to provide the appropriate instruction in English. 

 
• An ESL program teaches language arts, mathematics, science and social studies using 

strategies and methodologies appropriate for second language acquisition. 
 
What is the purpose of an ESL program? 

 
• An ESL program aides and develops competence in English. 
• An ESL program helps to prepare the student to be successful in all academic subjects. 

 
Who should be enrolled in an ESL program? 

 
Students in prekindergarten through high school who speak or hear a language other than 
English in their home and who have difficulty in English are eligible. 

 
Students will be assessed in language proficiency and based on their results, a recommendation 
for placement will be made by the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC), and 
parent permission will be required for participation. 
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NLISD ESL Program Structure 
 

In grades PK-1, the homeroom teachers are ESL Certified or are working to obtain ESL 
certification. 

 
In grades 2-3, the English Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) teachers are ESL certified or are 
working to obtain 

 
In grades 4-5, the students are served by ESL certified ELAR teachers in addition to ESL certified 
reading specialists through the Pull-Out model. 

 
In grades 6-8, the students are served by an ESL certified teacher in a Pull-Out ESL class period. 

 
In grades 9-12, the students are served by an ESL certified teacher in a Pull-Out ESL class, as 
well as ELAR teachers that are obtaining or have received their ESL certification. 

 
As of the 2018-2019 school year, NLISD will have over 100 students whom are either 
monitored, receive ESL services and/or are considered Limited English Proficient but are Parent 
Denials. 

 
NLISD’s ESL program encompasses a wide variety of native languages such as: Spanish, Low- 
German, Mandarin Chinese, Vietnamese, Dutch/Flemish, Cambodian, Mandarin Chinese Sign 
Language, Pashto and Nepali as well as Farsi, Italian, Gujarati, in years past. 
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NLISD ESL Program Curriculum 
 

The ESL program utilizes the TEKS and the ELPS. 
Content and Language objectives 
WELLS 2 for students in grades 3-12 that scored Beginner and/or Intermediate on TELPAS 
Sheltered Instruction 

 

NLISD Staffing and Staff Development 

• NLISD provides stipends to ESL certified ELAR teachers, whom also provide instruction to 
students in the ESL program. 

 
• NLISD provides training to teachers seeking ESL certification. 

 
• NLISD offers reimbursement through payroll for those ELAR teachers seeking ESL 

certification as long as the ESL certification exam is passed and the teacher provides the 
District ESL Coordinator with proof of payment and proof of passing scores. 

 
• NLISD provides professional development opportunities through Region 8, local, state 

and national conferences, TEA’s Gateway Online Learning Program, book studies and 
coordinating teachers to observe other teachers within NLISD as well as surrounding 
districts that implement similar programs. 

 
• NLISD’s District ESL Coordinator provides ongoing data assessment; reviews campus 

needs assessment documents and schedules meetings to discuss areas of concern with 
teachers and principals. 
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Instructional Strategies for English Language Learners 

Transferring Skills between Languages 
 

Transfer is the process of connecting prior learning to present learning. Bilingual education as a 
mode for teaching English language arts is based upon the positive transfer process whereby 
original learning in the primary language boosts comprehension and retention of information 
given in the course of English instruction. 

Recent research on effective schools includes Effective Teaching Practices (ETPs) in the areas of: 

• teaching strategies 

• time on task 

• feedback techniques 

• learning climate 

Enumeration of these strategies as they affect LEP students provides administrators and 
teachers with some important indicators of the quality of the programs they are directing. 
Teachers and administrators should be aware that: 

• teachers need to provide information in a way that is clearly understood. For the LEP 
student, this means that instruction may need to be given in the student’s primary 
language and through ESL. 

 
• appropriate variations of instructional strategies increase the probability that students 

will master, retain, and transfer knowledge and skills. LEP students are best able to 
absorb knowledge through the language they know. Therefore, their English proficiency 
is strengthened through ESL until English becomes an appropriate modality for learning 
the language arts Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). 

 
• teachers should differentiate instruction for LEP students according to their entry-level 

language skills 
• students understand complicated concepts by transferring known language competency 

to English and by developing conversational language abilities to abstract academic 
levels. 

 
 

When they are acquiring English language skills and simultaneously receiving reading 
instruction in print as well as orally, LEP students should concentrate on developing these basic 
competencies: 

• word recognition techniques to build reading vocabulary 



North Lamar ISD ESL Handbook 

98 

 

 

• comprehension of phrases, sentences, and expressions peculiar to reading instruction, 
syntax and grammar, and speaking skills 

 
 

• ability to organize and sequence information logically 
 
 

• ability to follow specific oral and written directions 

 
A LEP student would have difficulty learning to speak, read and write a second language while 
simultaneously trying to comprehend complex reading passages. Therefore, a teacher 
specializing in language arts must consider two relevant and basic questions: 

• How much prior skill and knowledge of the field does the student possess? 
 

• How effectively is the student able to read the passages assigned? 
 

• What is the academic level of the student in all of the content areas in the primary 
language? 

 

Unless the student has significant prior skill and knowledge and can effectively read the text, 
modifications of the lesson delivery will be necessary. 

 
 
Modifying the Language Arts Curriculum for LEP Students 

 

Educators employ two distinct programs, Bilingual Education and English as a Second Language 
(ESL), to modify the general education program to teach English language arts to students 
limited in English proficiency (LEP). A bilingual education program makes use of a LEP student’s 
native language as well as English. An ESL program uses the second language, English, as the 
medium of instruction along with adaptive methodologies. The instructional staff should assess 
LEP students’ language abilities to determine which language should convey the content of the 
course. The selection of the appropriate medium is dependent on the language strengths and 
maturities of LEP students. 

 
 

LEP students vary in the extent of language proficiency that they bring to the classroom. Some 
students come to school without English language skills or with some basic word knowledge in 
English but are not able to communicate well with teachers or peers. Other students come to 
school with academic language proficiency in their primary language, but have not acquired 
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sufficient content vocabulary in English to enable them to complete their classroom 
assignments or participate in oral assignments. Many students come to school with some 
knowledge of English and some proficiency in their primary language, but still need intensive 
language development in both languages. It is imperative that a careful diagnosis of language 
proficiency be done in English and, if possible, in the primary language. After the LEP students’ 
language characteristics have been determined, teachers can identify the appropriate 
instructional methods, material, and pacing necessary to improve mastery. 

 
 
General Principles of Modification for Language Arts 

 

In a bilingual education program, teachers provide the regular curriculum through dual 
language use to meet students’ academic needs. They modify the instructional program by 
altering the language in which the content is conveyed; however, they would not alter the 
scope of the curriculum in a bilingual education program. 

District planners should design their curriculum to ensure mastery of the English language arts 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). The curriculum that results from a dual language 
program should: 

• emphasize acquisition of basic skills 
 

• foster the critical thinking process 
 

• stimulate continuous reorganization of the information presented 
 

• encourage further investigation of the information presented 
 

• use multiple learning styles 

 
Bilingual or ESL certified instructors may also form teams with other teaching or support 
personnel to develop supplementary programs for LEP students. Parent volunteers and 
paraprofessionals can work with regular instructional personnel cooperatively to deliver the 
needed programs in accordance with State Board rules. 

In other specific modifications appropriate for teaching the Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS), teachers may include instructional strategies with the following objectives: 

• to help students build card files on needed vocabulary 
 

• to show the same information through a variety of visual aids 
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• to encourage students to underline key words or important passages in written student 
assignments 

 
• to teach vocabulary helpful in grouping words, language arts concepts, and techniques 

into meaningful categories 
 

• to pair students for team learning 
 

• to teach English expressions and colloquialisms 
 

• to teach prefixes and suffixes peculiar to the English language 
 

• to develop and translate meanings through the language arts materials and context 
rather than providing mere translation in the vernacular 

 
 

Further, instructional personnel should be alert to language and concepts that may be unclear 
in materials used because of cultural difference. 

 
 
Modifications in Pacing and Teaching Strategies for Language Arts 

 

The LEP students’ program must be paced according to language and academic abilities. 
Teachers should give consideration to the progression of language development; listening, 
speaking, reading, writing. They may make modifications in the language of instruction in 
accordance with each student’s language ability, a factor that also should govern pacing of 
instruction. In an ESL program, pacing modifications concentrate on vocabulary and concept 
development; in a bilingual program, dual language instruction concentrates on a process 
approach to the content area. Instructional personnel should carefully investigate course 
selections and placement at the students’ instructional levels in textbooks. Additional 
modifications may include the following: 

• to explain special vocabulary terms in words known to the students 
 

• to write shorter and less complex sentences 
 

• to assign short homework tasks that require reading 
 

• to teach the words that signal sequence 
 

• to check understanding of written language that may convey complex concepts 
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• to rewrite story problems in simpler English by using shorter sentences and pictures 
• to teach new vocabulary in each day’s unit and to review terms already mastered 

 
• to tape short stories for independent listening assignments 

 
• to de-emphasize speed and emphasize accuracy of reading 

 
• to help students organize their materials, set realistic goals, and develop independent 

study habits 
 

 
Modifications of Materials Needed for Language Arts 

 

All materials, whether state-adopted textbooks in Spanish and English, teacher-made lessons, 
or district-developed aids to instruction, should be modified to meet the students’ academic 
needs. Administrators and curriculum supervisors might encourage classroom instructors to: 

• provide numerous pictures to illustrate new words 
 

• offer a variety of reference materials at the student’s instructional level for independent 
use 

 
• keep a variety of word games to be played by pairs of students or small groups 

 
• use cartoons and leave the bubbles above the speakers blank to be filled in by the 

students 
 

• have students prepare glossaries of reading terms 
 

• use drawings to identify concepts and relationships 
 

• maintain a library of supplementary reference books, workbooks, and other materials 
that are written in simple English and that offer additional reading samples that are well 
illustrated 

• provide films, records, filmstrips, and other materials that may be used independently 
or in small groups 

 
• help students improve writing skills by highlighting transitional devices used in writing 

samples 
 

• use pictures and other visual aids to assist in comparison and contrasts for 
comprehension of concepts 
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What are some content area ESL methodologies? 
 
General Principles of Modification for Mathematics 

 
To meet the instructional needs of the LEP student through bilingual education and ESL 
programs, districts may modify their programs for learning English and for mastering the 
mathematics Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) required. The program as modified in 
an ESL language program should begin: 

 
• to emphasize and reinforce the concepts and ideas of mathematics as the students learn 

English 
 

• to emphasize acquisition of basic mathematics skills 
 

• to foster the thinking process 
 

• to stimulate continuous reorganization of previously learned ideas 
 

• to support multiple learning styles 
 

In an ESL program, the sequence in which the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) are 
presented may be modified to accommodate the students’ progress in acquiring English 
language skills. Emphasis on oral and visual stimuli aid students in comprehending concepts 
English- speaking students develop through written material. 

 
 
Modification of Methods for Mathematics 

 
Instructional strategies may include the following objectives: 

 
• to help students build card files and glossaries on mathematics vocabulary 

 
• to show the same information through a variety of difference graphs and visuals 

 
• to encourage students to underline key words or important facts in their written 

assignments 
 

• to encourage students to underline key words into meaningful groups to pair students 
for team learning 
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• to teach English expressions for mathematical operations such as “square”, “add”, and 
“multiply” 

 
• to teach measurement terms through use of the actual instruments and devices 

whenever possible 
 

• to teach the names of currency, coins, and monetary units 
 

• to teach words that indicate quantitative relationships such as “more”, “less”, “larger”, 
and “twice as many” 

 
• to teach prefixes peculiar to the language of mathematics such as “bi”, “deci”, “centi”, 

and “kilo” 
 

Modifications may also include the teaming of bilingual or ESL certified instructors with 
personnel on emergency teaching permits to develop supplementary programs for LEP 
students. Parent volunteers and paraprofessionals can work with regular instructional 
personnel cooperatively to deliver the needed programs in accordance with the State Board 
rules. 

 
 
Modification of Pacing and Placement for Mathematics 

 
The LEP students’ program must be paced according to language and academic abilities and 
should employ teaching strategies that take these students’ unique needs into consideration. 
Modifications may also involve placement of a student at an instructional level determined by 
what courses the students have successfully completed. Course selection and choice of state- 
adopted textbooks should be carefully supervised by teachers, counselors and administrators. 

 
Teachers of LEP students should teach the ESL TEKS and pay special attention to the 
modifications specified in them. In an ESL program, pacing modifications concentrate on 
vocabulary and concept development. In addition, teachers may be able: 

 
• to explain special vocabulary terms in words known to the student 

 
• to write instructions and problems using shorter and less complex sentences 

 
• to prepare a sequence of ordinal numbers and identify the ordinal position of each one 

by writing the appropriate numerical symbol and word (i.e., “1 st -first”) to assign short 
homework tasks that require reading 
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• to limit the number of problems that must be worked 
 

• to emphasize special mathematical meanings of words commonly used in English 
 

• to tape record problems for independent listening assignments 
 

• to de-emphasize speed and emphasize accuracy of work 

 
Modification of Materials for Mathematics 

 
All materials, whether state-adopted textbooks in Spanish, teacher-made lessons, or district- 
developed aids for instruction, should be modified to meet the students’ academic needs. 
Administrators and curriculum supervisors can support the classroom instructor: 

 
• to provide numerous pictures to illustrate new words 

 
• to offer a variety of reference materials at the student’s instructional level for 

independent use 
 

• to keep variety of number games to be played by pairs of students or small groups 
 

• to maintain a library of supplementary books and workbooks written in simple English 
which offer additional illustrations for problems 

 
• to keep listening tapes on mathematical problems for individual assignments 

 
• to help students prepare glossaries of mathematics terms 

 
• to encourage the use of diagrams and drawings as aids to identifying concepts and 

seeing relationships 
 

• to support reading in mathematics by having films, records, filmstrips, and other 
materials which may be used independently or in small groups 

 
 

General Principles of Modification for Social Studies (SS) 
 

To meet the instructional needs of the LEP student through bilingual education and English as a 
second language programs, districts should modify their programs for learning English and for 
mastering the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) required in social studies programs. 
Assessments of mastery should be consistent with the method of instruction used and may be 
conducted in the primary language or in English. Teachers of SS need to teach the ESL TEKS 
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when teaching SS with English as a second language methodology. Particular attention needs to 
be paid to the modifications stated in the TEKS. In a bilingual education program, the regular 
curriculum is provided through dual language use to meet students’ instructional needs. The 
districts have the responsibility to ensure that instructors modify curriculum according to the 
learning styles and instructional needs of various students. The social studies curriculum that 
results from a dual language or ESL program should begin: 

 
• to foster the critical thinking process 

 
• to stimulate continuous reorganization of previously learned ideas 

 
• to encourage further investigation of the information presented 

Modification of Methods for Social Studies 

Instructional strategies may also include the following objectives: 
 

• to help students build individual card files on needed vocabulary for social studies 
 

• to show the same information through a variety of different graphs and visuals 
 

• to build vocabulary needed to read maps and legends as these are discussed 
 

• to encourage students to underline key words or important facts in their written 
assignments 

 
• to teach necessary vocabulary for sorting categories of social studies concepts into 

groups and to explain this vocabulary in words known to the student 
 

• to use student pairs for team learning (cooperative learning) especially for reports 
 

• to teach the vocabulary helpful in evaluating material for logic of written expression and 
for categorizing as opinion or fact 

• to write shorter and less complex sentences and paragraphs with fewer sentences for 
easier comprehension 

 
• to use language experience techniques in discussing concepts and ideas 

 
• to teach the words that signal sequence 

 
• to check understanding of written language that may convey complex concepts 

 
• to show students how to use a timeline to arrange and sequence important facts 
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Modification of the Pacing and Placement for Social Studies 
 

Appropriate pacing may require reordering the sequence in which Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS) are provided until some degree of reading comprehension is reached. Further 
secondary LEP students, whose academic needs require fulfillment of graduation credits, will 
need assistance in pacing course selection to accommodate their language and academic 
abilities. Modifications may also involve placement to the student at an instructional level 
determined by what courses the student has successfully completed. Textbooks should be 
chosen to meet the student’s instructional needs. Informal reading inventories in the primary 
language and in English may be used to determine both instructional level and appropriate 
textbooks. 

 
Modification of Materials for Social Studies 

 
Social studies state-adopted textbooks are available at the elementary level in the primary 
language (English, Spanish). Districts can also design their own appropriate instructional 
materials in the primary language by using social studies Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) as the content guide. In ESL programs, the district may use the state-adopted social 
studies textbooks adapted to ESL methodologies. Other instructional materials such as teacher- 
made and commercially-made products should be modified to adjust for the students’ language 
and academic abilities. 

 
Additional suggestions for modifications may be: 

 
• to provide a number of pictures to illustrate new words 

 
• to offer a variety of reference materials at the students’ instructional levels for 

independent use 
 

• to use cartoons and leave the balloons above the speakers blank, to be filled in by the 
students 

 
• to collect many of the available comic books that portray historic and cultural events in 

simplified language 
 

• to provide biographies of significant men and women from different cultures 
 

• to prepare difficult passages from textbooks on tape for listening activities 
 

• to use outline maps for students to practice writing in the details and labels 
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• to support reading instruction in the social studies by maintaining films, records, 
filmstrips, and other materials which may be used independently or in small groups 

 
• to present clear illustrations and concrete examples to assist the student in 

understanding complex concepts and skills 
 

• to highlight written materials for readability by enlarging the size of print, by organizing 
chapters meaningfully, and by writing headings that show introductions for transition 
from one idea to another 

 
• to use pictures, tables, maps, diagrams, globes, and other visual aids to assist in 

comparison and contrast for comprehension of concepts. 
 
 
 

General Principles of Modification for Science 
 

To meet the instructional needs of the LEP student through bilingual education and ESL 
programs, districts have the responsibility to modify their curriculum according to the learning 
styles and different instructional needs of various students. 

 
The program as modified for either dual language or ESL instructional should begin: 

 
• to foster the critical thinking process 

 
• to stimulate continuous reorganization of previously learned ideas 

 
• to encourage further investigation of the information presented 

 
Modification of Methods for Science 

 
The interdisciplinary nature of science experience provides students with opportunities to apply 
skills acquired in other content areas while in the process of acquiring science skills. 
Modifications may need to be made especially if the science activity requires reading or writing. 
Instructional strategies may include the following objectives: 

 
• to practice cause and effect relationships in the environment, laboratory, and on field 

trips facilitated by providing language and visual cues 
 

• to teach the special vocabulary of the scientist, particularly verbs such as discover, 
classify, and hypothesize 
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• to help students build notebooks of their hypotheses, materials, procedures, data, and 
conclusions or experiments and field experiences 

 
• to ask numerous questions which require higher level thinking responses 

 
• to limit the number of variables in laboratory experiments 
• to show the same information through a variety of different charts and visuals 

 
• to develop meanings through the science materials and activities rather than in terms of 

the equivalent words of the students’ vernacular since direct translations often do not 
convey the exact meaning 

 
• to stress definitions of terms based on the students’ observations 

 
• to read a variety of sources to highlight contributions of scientists, inventors, and 

researchers 
 

• to contrast interrogative, negative, and affirmative statements drawn from the science 
lesson 

 
• to encourage careful, thoughtful reading of short selections in which one main idea is 

presented 
 

• to encourage students to underline key words or important facts in written assignments 
 

• to teach interrogative words and expressions and show how they are used in science to 
answer such questions as who, how, when, and where and higher level questions 

 
• to encourage complete sentences, correct spelling, and accuracy of expression of 

science methods and language 
 
 

Modification of the Pacing and Placement for Science 
 

Appropriate pacing may require reordering the sequence in which Texas Essential Knowledge 
and Skills (TEKS) are provided until some degree of reading comprehension is reached. Further, 
secondary LEP students, whose academic needs require fulfillment of graduation credits, will 
need assistance in pacing course selections to accommodate their language and academic 
abilities. 

 
Modifications may also involve placement of the student at an instructional level determined 
by what courses the student has successfully completed. Textbooks should be chosen to meet 
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the student’s instructional need. Informal reading inventories in the primary language and in 
English may be used to determine both instructional level and appropriate textbooks. 

 
Modification of Materials for Science 

 
Along with the instructional approaches and pacing modifications noted, modifications of the 
instructional materials may also be needed for LEP students. For districts with a bilingual 
education program, state-adopted science textbooks in Spanish are available. Districts may also 
design appropriate instructional materials in Spanish by incorporating the science Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) in the content guide. In the ESL programs, the district may 
use the state-adopted science textbooks adapted to ESL methodologies. Other instructional 
materials such as teacher-made and commercially-made products should be modified 
according to the students’ language and academic abilities. Additional suggestions for 
modification may include the following: 

 
• to provide a number of pictures to illustrate terms such as names of living things, 

weather patterns, and parts of the body 
 

• to develop interests and arouse curiosity through hands-on experiences, out-of-doors 
pictures, newspaper clippings, and periodicals 

 
• to use cartoons and leave the balloons above the speakers blank, to be filled in by the 

students 
 

• to have students prepare collections of science objects such as rocks and leaves 
 

• to prepare difficult passages from textbooks on tape for listening activities 
 

• to support reading instruction in science by having films, records, filmstrips, and other 
materials which may be used independently or in small groups 

 
• to present clear illustrations and concrete examples to assist the student in 

understanding complex concepts and skills 
 

• to highlight written materials for readability by enlarging the size of the print, by 
organizing chapters meaningfully, and by writing headings that show introductions for 
transition from one idea to another 

 
Districts may find it helpful to consult the published readability levels of state-adopted 
textbooks as they select materials that will be appropriate for the LEP students. In summary, 
these suggestions for modification of the academic program for teaching mathematics, social 
studies, and science to the LEP student are a beginning. Additional instructional suggestions 
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and techniques can be used from the Compensatory, Gifted and Talented and Migrant 
Education programs. 

 
Adapted and revised by TEA, July 2004 
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Twenty Tips for Teachers of Language Minority Students 
 

1. Increase your own knowledge: Learn as much as you can about the language and 
culture of your students. Go to movies, read books. Keep the similarities and differences 
in mind and then check your knowledge by asking students whether they agree with 
your impressions. Learn as much of the student’s language as you can; even a few words 
help. Widen your own worldview; think of alternative ways to reach the goals you have 
for your class. 

 
2. Simplify your language: Speak directly to the student, emphasizing important nouns 

and verbs. Use as few extra words as possible. Repetition and speaking louder doesn’t 
help; rephrasing, accompanied by body language, does. Avoid slang and idiomatic 
expressions. 

 
3. Announce the lesson’s objective and activities: Write the objectives on the board and 

review them orally before class begins. It is also helpful to place the lessons in the 
context of its broader theme and preview upcoming lessons. 

 
4. Write legibly: Remember that some students have low levels of literacy or are 

unaccustomed to the Roman alphabet. Use the chalkboard or overhead projector to 
write important words. 

 
5. Demonstrate; use manipulatives: Whenever possible, communicate with gestures, 

pictures and objects that help get the meaning across. Use a variety of different pictures 
or objects for the same idea. Give an immediate context for new words. 

 
6. Make use of all senses: Give students a chance to touch things, to listen to sounds, even 

to smell and taste when possible. Talk about the words that describe these senses as the 
student physically experiences something. Write new words as well as say them. 

 
7. Use filmstrips, films, videotapes, and audiocassettes with books: Obtain audio-visual 

materials from the school or district media center to improve a content lesson. It is 
helpful to preview the audio-visual materials before showing them to the class, both for 
possible language difficulties and misleading cultural information. 

 
8. Bring realia into lessons: Use visual displays (graphs, charts, photos), objects, and 

authentic materials, like newspaper and magazine clippings, in the lessons and 
assignments. These help provide non-verbal information and also help match various 
learning styles. 

 
9. Adapt materials: Don’t “water down” the content. Rather, make the concepts more 

accessible and comprehensible by adding pictures, charts, maps, time-lines, and 
diagrams, in addition to simplifying the language. 
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10. Pair or group language minority students with native speakers: Much of a student’s 
language learning comes from interacting with his/her peers. Give students tasks to 
complete that require interaction of each member of the group while ensuring that the 
language minority student has linguistically easier tasks. Utilize cooperative learning 
techniques in a student-center classroom. 

 
11. Develop a student-centered approach to teaching and learning: Instructional 

facilitators let students assume more responsibility for their learning. When activities 
are planned that actively involve students in each lesson, students can better process 
the material presented and acquire the language as well. 

 
12. Have students do hand-on activities: Plan for students to manipulate new materials 

through hands-on activities, such as role-play and simulations. This includes TPR (total 
physical response), laboratory experiments, drawing pictures and story sequence, and 
writing their own math word problems. 

 
13. List and Review instructions step-by-step: Before students begin an activity, familiarize 

them with the entire list of instructions. Then, have students work on each step 
individually before moving on to the next step. This process is ideal for teaching 
students to solve math and science word problems. 

 
14. Ask inferential and higher-order thinking questions: Encourage students’ reasoning 

ability and higher order thinking skills such as hypothesizing, inferencing, analyzing, 
justifying, and predicting. 

 
15. Build on the student’s prior knowledge: Find out as much as you can about how and 

what students learned in their own country. Then try to make a connection between the 
ideas and concepts you are teaching and students’ previous knowledge or previous way 
of being taught. Encourage students to point out differences and connect similarities. 

 
16. Recognize that students will make language mistakes: During the second language 

acquisition process, students make mistakes; this is natural in the process of learning a 
language. Make sure that students have understood the information, but do not 
emphasize the grammatical aspect of their responses. When possible, model the correct 
grammatical form. 

 
17. Increase wait time: Give student’s time to think and process the information before 

rushing in with answers. A student may know the answer, but may need a little more 
processing time in order to say it in English. 

 
18. Don’t force recent students to speak: Give students an opportunity to demonstrate 

comprehension and knowledge through body actions, drawing pictures, manipulating 
objects, or pointing. 
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19. Respond to the message: If students have the correct answer and it’s understandable, 
don’t correct their grammar. The exact word and correct grammatical response will 
develop with time, especially with young children. Instead, repeat their answer, putting 
it into Standard English, and let students know that you are pleased with their response. 

 
20. Support the student’s home language and culture; bring it into the classroom: Your 

goal should be to encourage students to keep their home language as they acquire 
English. Many children in this world grow up speaking more than one language; it’s an 
advantage. Let students help bring about a multicultural perspective to the subject you 
are teaching. Students might be able to bring in pictures, poems, dances, proverbs, or 
games. Do whatever you can to help your fluent English-speaking students see the 
language-minority student as a knowledgeable person from a respected culture. 

 
 

Adapted from: 
 

Short, D.J. (1991). Integrating language and content instruction: Strategies and techniques. 
Washington, D.C. National Clearinghouse for Bilingual Education 
Sullivan, T. (1993). Sheltered English techniques in the mainstream class: Guidelines and 
Techniques for 
Teaching. Washington, D.C. Center for Applied Linguistics. 
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Number of ESL Students per Grade Level 
Pre-Kindergaten 3 
Kindergarten 9 
First Grade 6 
Second Grade 10 
Third Grade 2 
Fourth Grade 7 
Fifth Grade 8 
Sixth Grade 1 
Seventh Grade 9 
Eighth Grade 1 
Ninth Grade 4 
Tenth Grade 1 
Eleventh Grade 2 
Twelfth Grade 2 

 

Total 65 
 

 
This chart contains the numbers for students that are coded to be in the ESL 
program only. This chart does NOT contain numbers of students that are 
monitored or parent denials. 
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Campuses Number of 
students in 

the ESL 
Program 

  

Parker Elementary 1 
  
Higgins Elementary 17 

  
Everett Elementary 12 

  
Bailey Intermediate 15 

  
Stone Middle School 11 

  
North Lamar High School 9 

  

Total 65 
 
 
 
This chart represents the number of students that have been permitted into the 
ESL program by parent approval and LPAC committee decision in each grade level. 
These students are in ESL certified teacher’s classrooms, or teachers that are 
working toward their ESL certification and receive additional linguistic support on 
daily assignments and all tests. 

 
 
Teachers use research based ESL strategies which are also best teaching practice 
strategies for all areas of education. 
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First and Second Year Monitored Students per Grade Level 
 Fi rs t 

Yea r 
Second 

Yea r 

Pre-Kindergaten 0 0 
Kindergarten 0 0 
First Grade 0 0 
Second Grade 0 0 
Third Grade 0 0 
Fourth Grade 3 0 
Fifth Grade 1 2 
Sixth Grade 2 2 
Seventh Grade 2 1 
Eighth Grade 6 0 
Ninth Grade 2 0 
Tenth Grade 1 0 
Eleventh Grade 0 0 
Twelfth Grade 1 0 

   

Total 18=F 5=S 
 
 
 
 

When a student is a First or a Second year monitored student, this means that the 
student has successfully met exit criteria and has been dismissed from the ESL 
program. However, the goal is that no First or Second year student will need 
additional linguistic support after being exited. Therefore, NLISD monitors grades 
and attendance for up to four years to ensure that the students are being 
successful in the general education classes. If the LPAC committee finds that a 
monitored student is not being successful in the core content classes, the LPAC 
committee can make a decision to reinstate the student into the ESL program for 
ongoing support. 
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Limited English Proficient means that when a student enrolls in the district, 
he/she is given an Oral Language Proficiency Test in grades PK-2. In grades 3-12, 
students are given the OLPT as well as a Norm-Reference Based Criterion Exam to 
determine eligibility in the ESL program. Students that meet criteria will be 
permitted in to the ESL program pending parent permission and LPAC decision. 

Only when students meet exit criteria, will they become NON-LEP. This will result 
in them being exited from the ESL program and monitored for up to four 
consecutive years pending the LPAC decision. 
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Parent Denial of ESL Program per Grade Level 
Pre-Kindergaten 0 
Kindergarten 1 
First Grade 0 
Second Grade 0 
Third Grade 0 
Fourth Grade 0 
Fifth Grade 0 
Sixth Grade 0 
Seventh Grade 0 
Eighth Grade 0 
Ninth Grade 0 
Tenth Grade 0 
Eleventh Grade 1 
Twelfth Grade 0 

  

Total 2 
 
 
 
 

A parent may deny placement of a student in the ESL program. However, that 
student may still be considered a Limited English Speaker and therefore will be 
coded as “Limited English Proficient” or LEP in PEIMS. 

The students that are “Parent Denials” do NOT receive additional linguistic 
support during class on assignments or on state mandated tests and these 
students are not required to be placed in an ESL certified teacher’s classroom. 



 

  
 

 
 
 

Bilingual/ESL Program Year-at-a-Glance 
 

August September October November December January 
 Attend required annual ESC LPAC Framework 

Training 
 Review teacher certifications, credentials, and 

renewal certifications 
 Provide LPAC Framework training for faculty and 

designated parents 
 Provide Oral Language Proficiency Test (OLPT) and 

Norm-Reference training for test proctors as well as 
order extra materials, if necessary 

 Review student records and disseminate 
appropriately: 
- Pending state assessment results for 

Exit/Reclassification*¹ of ELL 
- Review End-of-Year (EOY) LPAC 

documentation 
- Transitioning to another campus 
- Proper program placement 
- ELPS/TELPAS proficiency level descriptors 

(PLDs) 
- ELL Instructional Accommodation Checklist 
- First (F), Second (S) year monitoring, and 

parent denials 
- Personal Graduation Plans in grades 8 to 12 

 Collaborate with counselors and administrators to 
create class schedules for new ELLs 

 Review campus improvement plan to identify and 
schedule staff professional development activities 
accordingly 

 Identify staff in need of ELPS or other types of 
Bilingual/ESL professional development 

 Add Bilingual/ESL TEA TETN dates to calendar 

 Schedule parent LPAC 
training as needed 

 Schedule and conduct 
Beginning-of-Year (BOY) 
LPAC meetings for newly 
enrolled (required) and 
returning ELLs (best- 
practice) 

 Review teacher 
certifications and 
credentials to prepare for 
State Bilingual Exceptions 
and ESL Waivers 

 Confirm staff knows and 
understands the 
instructional and 
linguistic needs of their 
ELLs (including F, S, and 
parent denials) 

 Provide professional 
development in 
ELPS/TELPAS 

 Collaborate with 
ARD/SPED Committee to 
review and discuss 
identified ELLs 

 Review Public Education 
Information Management 
System (PEIMS) coding 

 Review and update PEIMS 
data for Snapshot Date 

 Schedule and conduct LPAC 
meetings to review 
academic progress for 
struggling ELLs and identify 
appropriate interventions 

 Review teacher 
certifications and 
credentials to prepare for 
State Bilingual Exceptions 
and/or ESL Waivers 

 Review the annual 
Exceptions and Waivers 
webinar on the ELL portal 

 Complete paperwork for 
waiver and exception, if 
necessary 

 Collaborate with District 
Testing Coordinator (DTC) 

 Identify TELPAS verifiers 
and returning TELPAS raters 

 Monitor and review 
students grades after 1st 

6/9 weeks grading period 
 Prepare for Performance 

Based Monitoring Analysis 
System (PBMAS) reports 
and update improvement 
plans 

 November 1st, 
submission deadline 
for State Bilingual 
Exceptions and ESL 
Waivers 

 Schedule and conduct 
LPAC meetings for 
End-of-Course (EOC) 
Assessments only, as 
needed 

 Review TELPAS data, 
informal assessments, 
and anecdotal notes to 
certify classroom 
instruction is aligned to 
the linguistic and 
academic needs of ELLs 

 Continue to monitor ELL 
linguistic and academic 
progress (including F, S, 
and parent denials) 

 Verify years in U.S. 
schools, current ELLs, 
monitored F, S, and 
parental denials 

 DTC attends annual assessment 
training for ELL updates 

 Designated LPAC members attend 
LPAC Decision-Making training 

 Schedule Middle-of-Year (MOY) 
LPAC Decision-Making for ELLs in 
grades 3 to 12 

 Prepare for TELPAS window 
 Finalize plan for training of TELPAS 

verifiers and returning TELPAS 
raters 

 Provide LPAC Framework training for new LPAC members 
 Review LPAC video vignettes for MOY and EOY 

Note: 
*¹ Due to release of state assessments results, LPACs shall conduct end of year LPAC meetings for all ELLs, 
including those who are possible candidates for exit from the bilingual or ESL program, even though results 
from the spring STAAR administration will not yet be available. For students being considered for exit, the 
LPAC will document that all the necessary criteria have been met and that they are awaiting the necessary 
STAAR results in order to make a final exit decision. Once scores are received, a member of the LPAC will enter 
the scores into the documentation and complete the exiting process for eligible students without the need for 
another LPAC meeting. The LPAC must revisit pending ELLs in August, prior to the beginning of the school year. 

On-going Activities: 
 LPAC for new enrollees within 20 school days 
 Monitor linguistic and academic progress 
 On-going collaboration with special programs such as Special Education, Advanced Academics-Gifted 

and Talented, etc. to ensure student success 
 PEIMS up-to-date and accurate 
 On-going professional development 



 

  
 

 
 
 

Bilingual/ESL Program Year-at-a-Glance 
 
 
 

February March April May June July 
 Revist Instructional 

Accomodations Checklist and 
update based on linguistic 
and academic progression of 
ELLs 

 Identify linguistic 
accommodations routinely 
used in the classroom and 
recommend for State 
assessment purposes 

 Schedule and conduct 
Middle-of-Year (MOY) LPAC 
Decision-Making for ELLs in 
grades 3 to 12 

 Conduct TELPAS required 
rater activities 

 Conduct required TELPAS 
window activities 

 Conduct MOY LPAC Decision 
Making for ELLs in grades 3 to 12 

 Conduct required TELPAS 
window activities 

 Review ELL enrollment numbers 
to anticipate new Bilingual/ESL 
classrooms and staff 

 Conduct required TELPAS window 
activities 

 Attend annual EOY training 
 Schedule End-of-Year (EOY) LPAC 

meetings for participating ELLs, 
parent denials, and monitored 
ELLs 

 Initiate Pre-kindergarten (PK) to 
Kindergarten (K) round-up 
activities to identify potential ELLs 

 Collaborate with counselors and 
administrators to create class 
schedules 

 Send Parental Report on Student 
Progress 

 Send Parental Notification and 
Approval of Exit 

 Conduct a comprehensive 
Bilingual/ESL Annual Program 
Evaluation (present to school 
board, if denoted in local board 
policy) 

 Create program evaluation and 
update improvement plans to 
determine professional 
development and program needs 

 Implement summer 
school if minimum size of 
ELL numbers are met 

 Ensure documentation is 
properly filed in student 
records 

 Program planning for 
upcoming school year 

 Create and provide 
procedural updates 

 Conduct professional 
development 

 Follow-up with pending 
exits 

 Conduct professional 
development 

 Provide procedural updates 
 Review Public Education 

Information Management 
System (PEIMS) coding for 
ELLs 

 Review PEIMS coding for 
Immigrant students status 

 Monitor PEIMS rollover 

 Schedule/conduct EOY LPAC meetings for participating ELLs, parent denials, and monitored ELLs 
 Plan, recruit, and conduct required summer school program for grades PK and K 
 Review teacher certifications , credentials, and renewal certifications 
 Program planning for following school year 

On-going Activities: 
 LPAC for new enrollees within 20 school days 
 Monitor linguistic and academic progress 
 On-going collaboration with special programs such as Special Education, Advanced Academics-Gifted and Talented, etc. to ensure student success 
 PEIMS up-to-date and accurate 
 On-going professional development 
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Accountability 
 
PBMAS: Performance-Based Monitoring Analysis System (PBMAS) 
Performance-Based Monitoring (PBM) staff develops the Performance-Based 
Monitoring Analysis System (PBMAS), an automated data system that reports 
annually on the performance of school districts and charter schools in selected 
program areas (bilingual education/English as a second language, career and 
technical education, certain federal Title programs, and special education). 
https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/PBMAS/ 

 

TAPR: The Texas Academic Performance Reports pull together a wide range of 
information on the performance of students in each school and district in Texas 
every year. Performance is shown disaggregated by student groups, including 
ethnicity and socioeconomic status. The reports also provide extensive information 
on school and district staff, programs, and student demographics. 
https://tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tapr/index.html 

 

TELPAS: Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (K-12) 
TEA designed the Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) 
to assess the progress that limited English proficient (LEP) students make in 
learning the English language. 
https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/telpas/ 

 

STAAR: Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (measures core subjects by 
grade level) https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/ 

 

The State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) program, which 
was implemented in spring 2012, includes annual assessments for 

 
• reading and mathematics, grades 3–8 

• writing at grades 4 and 7 

• science at grades 5 and 8 

• social studies at grade 8 

• end-of-course (EOC) assessments for English I, English II, Algebra I, biology 
and U.S history. 

https://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/PBMAS/
https://tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tapr/index.html
https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/telpas/
https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/
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The STAAR program also includes assessments that address students for English 
language learners (ELLs) who meet particular participation requirements. 

 
• Assessments for English Language Learners: STAAR Spanish 

Additional Resources 

 

Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) Framework Manual © Texas 
Education Agency. http://programs.esc20.net/default.aspx?name=lpac.framework 

 

Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 89. Subchapter BB. Commissioner's Rules 
Concerning State Plan for Educating English Language Learners 

 
Bilingual Education and ESL Programs- Texas Education Code (TEC) §29.051 - 
29.064 

 
 
COLORÍN COLORADO 

• Colorín Colorado is a national website serving parents and teachers of 
English language learners in Grade PreK-12 that focuses on addressing 
urgent challenges of helping English Language Learners around the country 
succeed. The website offers free multimedia materials and information on 
important topics to help parents and teachers better serve students. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR BILINGUAL EDUCATION 

• The National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE) is a non-profit 
organization that works to advocate for educational equity and excellence 
for bilingual and multilingual students in a global society. NABE works to 
improve instructional practices, provide professional development, secure 
funding for programs that support students with limited English proficiency, 
and maintain the rights of language-minority Americans through educational 
reforms. 

http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&amp;ItemID=25769825429
http://programs.esc20.net/default.aspx?name=lpac.framework
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&amp;ItemID=2147506971&amp;libID=2147506964
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&amp;ItemID=2147506971&amp;libID=2147506964
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm#B
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm#B
http://www.colorincolorado.org/about
http://nabe.org/aboutnabe
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Levels of English Language Proficiency 
 
 

 
Once students are identified as LEP, the LPAC is responsible for d.etermining their level of English language 
proficiency. All LEP students, including those assigned to bilingual education programs, shall be assigned a 
level of English language proficiency upon initial entry so to establish benchmarks for second language 
growth. These levels are particularly  important for class assignment at  the secondary  level where the 
student's English/Language Arts courses are determined by their level of English. 

These levels may be determined based on level definition, oral English proficiency, English standardized 
achievement scores (when applicable), or scores on TELPAS. Students may exhibit all or a combination of the 
characteristics listed below. All LEP students will be assigned an ESL instructional level upon initial entry by 
the LPAC. 

 

Instructional  Levels for ESL 
(Upon initial entry with no prior English reading test score available) 

Beginner 
 
 
 
 

bD 
C: 
C: 

.<.!,) 
::":'; 

*Struggle to understand simple conversations and simple discussions even when the topics are 
familiar and the speaker uses linguistic supports such as visuals, slower speech and other verbal cues 
and gestures; 
*Struggle to identify and distinguish individual words and phrases during social and instructional 
interactions that have not been intentionally modified for Ells; and 
*May not seek clarification in English when failing to comprehend the English they hear; may 
frequently remain silent, watching others for cues. 

 
 
 
 
 

b.o 
C: 

::2 
"<!') 
a. 

V) 

*May speak using single words and short phrases consisting of recently practiced, memorized, or 
highly familiar material to get immediate needs met; may be hesitant to speak and often give up in 
their attempts to communicate. 
*Speak using a very limited bank of high-frequency, high-need, concrete vocabulary, including key 
words and expressions needed for basic communication in academic and social contexts; 
*Lack of knowledge of English grammar necessary to connect ideas and speak in sentences; can 
sometimes produce sentences using recently practiced, memorized, or highly familiar materials; 
*Exhibit second language acquisition errors that may hinder overall communication, particularly 
when trying to convey information beyond memorized, p,acticed, or highly familiar materials; and 
*Typically use pronunciation that significantly inhibits communication. 

 
 
 
 
 

b.o 
C: 

-0 

"<!') 
a: 

*Read and understand very limited, recently practiced, memorized, or highly familiar English they 
have learned. Vocabulary predominantly includes: environmental print, some very high-frequency 
words, and concrete words that can be represented by pictures 
*Read slowly, word by word 
*Have a very limited sense of English language structures 
*Comprehend predominantly isolated familiar words and phrases; comprehend some sentences in 
highly routine contexts or recently practiced, highly familiar text; 
*Are highly dependent of visuals and prior knowledge to derive meaning from text in English; and 
*Are able to apply reading comprehension skills in English only when reading texts written at the 
beginning level. 
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Beginner Continued 

 
 
..C, 
bO 

 
· ;: 

:s 

*Read and understand English vocabulary on a somewhat wider range of topics and with increased 
depth. Vocabulary predominantly includes: everyday language, literal meanings of common words, 
routine academic language and terms, and commonly used abstract language such as terms used to 
describe basic feelings. 
*Often read slowly and in short phrases; may be re-read to clarify meaning 
*Have a growing understanding of basic, routinely used English language structures 
*Understand simple sentences in short, connected texts, but are dependent on visual cues, topic 
familiarity, prior knowledge, pre-taught topic-related vocabulary, story predictability, and 
teacher/peer assistance to sustain comprehension 
*Struggle to independently read and understand grade level texts; and 
*Are able to ·apply basic and some higher-order comprehension skills when reading texts that are 
linguistically accommodated and/or simplified for this level. 

Intermediate 
 
 
 

bO 
· C;: 
..<.l,J 

U) 

::; 

*Usually understands simple or routine directions, as well as short, simple conversations and short, 
simple discussions on familiar topics; when topics are unfamiliar, require extensive linguistic 
supports and adaptations 
*Often identify and distinguish key words and phrases necessary to understand the general meaning 
during social and basic instructional interactions that have not been intentionally modified for Ells 
*_Have the ability to seek clarification in English when failing to comprehend the English they hear by 
requiring/requesting the speaker to repeat, slow down, or rephrase speech 

 
 
 
 
 
 

bO. 

*Are able to express simple, original messages, speak using sentences, and participate in short 
conversations and classroom jnteractions; may hesitate frequently and for long periods to think 
about how to communicate desired meaning 
*Speak si_mply using basic vocabulary needed in everyday social media interactions and routine 
academic contexts; rarely have vocabulary to speak in detail 
*Exhibit an emerging awareness of English grammar and speak using mostly simple sentence 
structures and simple t_enses; are most comfortable speaking in present tense. 
*Exhibit second language acquisition errors that may hinder overall communication when trying to 
use complex or less familiar English. 
*Use pronunciatio·n that can usually be understood by people accustomed to interacting with Ells 

C 

"(!)' 
0. 
ti) 

 *Demonstrate limited comprehension (key words and general meaning) of grade-appropriate stories 
 read about in English unless the stories include: predictable story lines; highly familiar topics; 
 

bO 
C 

-0 

c"(!c)' 

primarily high-frequency, concrete vocabulary; short, simple sentences; visual and linguistic supports 
*Regularly recognizes and understand common environmental print in English (e.g.) signs, labeled 
items, names of peers, logos 
* Have difficulty decoding grade appropriate English text because they: understand the meaning of 

 only those English words they hear frequently; struggle with some sounds in English words and some- 
 sound-symbol relationships due to differences between their primary language and English. 
 



126 

 

 

North Lamar ISO ESL Handbook 
 

Levels of English Language Proficiency 
 
 

 
Intermediate Continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

g,o 

*Have limited ability to use the English language to express ideas in writing and engage meaningfully 
in grade appropriate writing assignments in content areas 
*Are limited in their ability to develop or demonstrate elements of grade-appropriate writing in 
English; 
*Exhibit writing features typical at that level including: 

• High frequency vocabulary; academic writing has oral tone 
• Simple, original messages consisting of shcirt simple sentences; 
• Frequent inaccuracies when creating or taking risks beyond familiar English; 
• Loosely connected text with limited use of cohesive devices or repetitive use, which may 

cause gaps in mean·ing 
• Repetition of ideas due to lack of vocabulary and language structures 
• Present tense used most accurately; simple future and past tense, if attempted, are used 

inconsistently or with frequent inaccuracies 
• Loose descriptions, explanations, and narrations 
• Difficulty expressing abstract ideas 
• Primary language features and_ errors associated with second language acquisition may be 

frequent; and 
• Some writing may be understood only by individuals accustomed to the writing of Ells; parts 

of the writing may be hard to understand even for individuals accustomed to ELL writing 

Advanced 
 
 
 

 

*Usually understand longer, more elaborate directions, conversations, and discussions on familiar 
and some unfamiliar topics, but sometimes need processing time and sometimes depend on visuals, 
verbal cues and gestures to support understanding 
*Understand most main points, most important details, and some implicit information during social 
and basic instructional interactions that have not been intentionally modified for Ells 
*Occasionally require/request the speaker to repeat, slow down, or rephrase to clarify the meaning 
of the English they hear. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

*Are able to participate comfortably in most conversations and academic discussions on familiar 
topics, with some pauses to restate, repeat or search for words and phrases to clarify meaning 
*Discuss familiar academic topics using content based terms and common abstract vocabulary; can 
usually speak in some detail on familiar topics; 
*Have a grasp of basic grammar features, including a basic ability to narrate and describe in present, 
past, and future tenses; have an emerging ability to use complex sentences and complex grammar 
features; 
*Make errors that-interfere somewhat with rnmmunication when using complex grammar 
structures, long sentences, and less familiar words and expressions 
*May mispronounce words, but use pronunciation that can usually be understood by people not 
accustomed to interacting with Ells 
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Levels of English Language Proficiency 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

' 

Advanced Continued 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bO 
C 
'o 

""'' 0:: 

*Read and understand, with second language acquisition support, a variety of grade appropriate· 
English vocabulary used in social and academic contexts 

• With second language acquisition support, read and understand grade-appropriate concrete 
and abstract vocabulary, but have difficulty with less commonly encountered words 

• Demonstrate an emerging ability to understand words and phrases beyond their literal 
meaning 

• Understand multiple meanings of commonly used words 
*Read longer phrases and simple sentences from familiar text with appropriate rate and speed 
*Are developing skill in using their growing familiarity with English language structures to construc;t 
meaning of grade-appropriate text 
*Are able to apply basic and higher order comprehension skills when reading grade-appropriate text, 
but are still occasionally dependent on visuals, teacher/peer assistance, and other linguistically 
accommodated text features to determine or clarify meaning, particularly with .unfamiliar topics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

bO 
C 

·+;:' 
$- 

*Are able to use the English language, with minimal second language acquisition support, to express 
ideas in writing and engage meaningfully in grade-appropriate writing·assignments .in context area 
instruction; 
*Know enough English to be able to develop or demonstrate, with minimal second language 
acquisition support, elements of grade-appropriate writing in English; and 
*Exhibit writing features typical at this level, including: 

• Nearly comparable to writing of native English speaking peers in clarity and precision with 
regard to English vocabulary and language structures with occasional exceptions when 
writing about academically complex ideas, abstract ideas, or topics requiring low frequency 
vocabulary 

• Occasional difficulty with naturalness of phrasing and expression 
• Errors associated with second language acquisition are minor and usually limited to low 

frequency words and structures; errors rarely interfere with communication. 

Advanced High 
 
 
 

bO 
C 

"i: 
."V.,
..' 

;::; 

*Understand longer, elaborated direction_s, conversations, and discussions on familiar and unfamiliar 
topics with occasional need for processing time and with little dependence on visuals, verbal cues, 
and gestures; some exceptions when complex academic or highly specialized language is used 
*Understand main points, important details, and implicit information at a level nearly comparable to 
native English-speaking peers during social and instructional interactions; 
*Rarely require/request the speaker to repeat, slow down, or rephrase to clarify the meaning of the 
English they hear 

 



North Lamar ISD ESL Handbook 

128 

 

 

 
Levels of English Language Proficiency 

 
 

 
Advanced High Continued 

 
 
 
 
 

bO 
C 
32 

""'' Q. 
V, 

*Are able to participate in extended discussions on a variety of social and grade appropriate 
academic topics with only occasional disruptions, hesitati"ons, or pauses 
*Communicate effectively using abstract and  content  based  vocabulary  during  classroom 
instructional tasks with some exceptions when  low frequency or academically  demanding vocabulary 
is needed 
*Can use English grammar structures and complex sentences to narrate and describe at a level 
nearly comparable to native English speaking peers; 
*Make few second language acquisition errors that interfere wit.h overall communication 
*May mispronounce words, but rarely interferes with communication 

 
 
 
 
 

bO 
C 

"C 

e"r::' 

*Read and understand vocabulary at a level nearly comparable to that of their native English 
speaking peers with some exceptions when low frequency or specialized vocabulary is used; 
*Generally read grade appropriate, familiar text with appropriate rate, speed, intonation, and 
expression; 
*Are able to, at a level nearly comparable to native English speaking peers, to use their familiarity 
with English language structures to construct meaning of grade appropriate text 
*Are able to apply, with minimal.second language acquisition support and at a level nearly 
comparable to native English speaking peers, basic and higher order comprehension skills when 
reading grade appropriate text 

 
 
 
 
 
 

bO 
C 

· -.::;:; 

*Are able to use the English language, with minimal second language acquisition support, to express 
ideas in writing and engage meaningfully in grade appropriate writing assignments in content areas 
*Know enough English to be able to develop or demonstrate, with minimal second language 
acquisition support, elements of grade appropriate writing in English 
*Exhibit writing features typical at this level including: 

• Nearly comparable to writing of English speaking peers in clarity and precision with regard to 
English vocabulary and language structures, with occasional exceptions when writing about 
academically complex ideas, abstract ideas, or topics requiring low frequency vocabulary 

• Occasional difficulty with naturalness or phrasing and expression 
• Errors associated with second language acquisition are minor and usually limited to low- 

frequency words and structures; errors rarely interfere with communication. 



North Lamar ISD ESL Handbook 

129 

 

 

Placement Level Language Descriptors 
 

In order to reach the English language progression and attainment standards established in 
federal and state mandates, all English language learners enrolled in ESL programs are required 
to make adequate yearly progress in English proficiency. Students enrolled in the secondary ESL 
program receive instruction in English to ensure English proficiency progress through the 
language levels: Beginning (B), Intermediate (I), Advanced (A), Advanced High (AH), and 
Monitored (M1 & M2) as described in the following descriptors. 

 

 
Table 1: Language Level Descriptors 

 

Placement Level 
(PLVL) 

Yearly Advancement Descriptors* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Beginning (B) 

The student 

• Has little or no background knowledge in English; 

• Has limited number of words and phrases he/she can understand 
or use in the listening, speaking, reading and writing of English; 

• Has little or no English to use in authentic social or academic 
settings; 

• Understands very little English in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing; 

• Has minimal ability to derive meaning from English text; and 

• Relies on previous knowledge and picture support to derive 
understanding of new concepts/content being taught in English. 

 
 
 
 
 
Intermediate (I) 

The student 

• Has a basic sense of the English language structure, including 
simple language structures and high frequency vocabulary; 

• Has a growing number of English words, phrases, and sentences 
that he/she can use in listening, speaking, reading and writing of 
English; 

• Is able to read and comprehend simple texts on familiar topics; and 
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Placement Level 
(PLVL) 

Yearly Advancement Descriptors* 

 • Continues to rely on previous knowledge and picture support to 
derive understanding of new concepts/content being taught in 
English. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Advanced (A) 

The student 

• Is familiar with the structure of the English language; 

• Can function beyond the level of simple, routinely used English; 

• Is able to understand and use grade appropriate English with 
support; 

• Has a larger number of English words, phrases, and sentences that 
he/she can use in listening, speaking, reading and writing of 
English; 

• Is able to read and comprehend texts on unfamiliar topics; and 

• Is able to apply abstract and critical thinking skills when reading in 
English. 

 
 
 
 
 
Advanced High 
(AH) 

The student 

• Has the academic language proficiency that will enable him/her to 
understand and use grade appropriate English with minimal 
support; 

• Responds using a variety of grammatical structures and vocabulary; 

• Effectively monitors and self-corrects when listening, speaking, 
reading and writing in English; and 

• Continues to develop his/her understanding of the English 
language in listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

 

Monitoring Year 
One (M1) 

The student 

• Has been exited and reclassified using criteria established and 
monitored by the state; and 

• Is able to actively participate in appropriate grade level activities of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing in English. 
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Placement Level 
(PLVL) 

Yearly Advancement Descriptors* 

 
Monitoring Year 
Two (M2) 

The student 

• Is in year two of monitoring; and 

• Is able to actively participate in appropriate grade level activities of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing in English. 

  

* Language assessment and progress monitoring are mandatory and will be used routinely to 
evaluate the language development and progress of individual students for differentiated 
instruction. 

 

 
Proficiency Expectations and Adequate Yearly Progress 

Identified English language learners enroll into grade levels with various levels of English 
language proficiency. Within one academic year, English language learners are expected to 
advance one year of English language proficiency and demonstrate annual progress and 
attainment as assessed through the Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System and 
measured through Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives. 
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Descriptores de lenguaje de nivel de colocación 
 

Para poder alcanzar la progresión del lenguaje en inglés y lograr los estándares establecidos en 
las reglas federales y estatales, a todos los alumnos que están aprendiendo inglés en los 
programas ESL se les requiere que muestren progreso anual adecuado en el dominio del inglés. 
Los alumnos inscritos en el programa de ESL de secundaria reciben enseñanza intencionada en 
inglés para asegurar el progreso de dominio del inglés a través de los niveles de lenguaje: 
Principiante (B), Intermedio (I), Avanzado (A), Avanzado Alto (AH), como se describe en los 
siguientes descriptores. 

Tabla 1: Descriptores de nivel de lenguaje 
 
 
 

 

Nivel de 
colocación (PLVL) 

 
Descriptores de avance anual* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principiante (B) 

 
El alumno 
 

    Tiene poco o ningún conocimiento de inglés; 

    Tiene un número limitado de palabras y frases que puede entender o 
utiliza en la escucha, habla, lectura y escritura de inglés; 

    Tiene poco o ningún conocimiento de inglés para usar en entornos 
auténticos sociales o académicos; 

    Entiende muy poco inglés en escuchar, hablar, leer y escribir; 

    Tiene una capacidad mínima para derivar el significado del texto en inglés; 
y 

    Se basa en el conocimiento previo y en el apoyo de ilustraciones para 
obtener la comprensión de conceptos y contenido nuevo que se imparte 
en inglés. 

 
 
 
Intermedio (I) 

 
El alumno 
 

• Tiene un sentido básico de la estructura del inglés, incluyendo estructuras 
de lenguaje sencillo y vocabulario de alta frecuencia; 

 
• Tiene un creciente número de palabras, frases y oraciones en inglés que 

puede utilizar en escuchar, hablar, leer y escribir en inglés; 
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Nivel de 
colocación (PLVL) 

 
Descriptores de avance anual* 

  
• Puede leer y comprender textos sencillos sobre temas familiares; y 

 
• Sigue apoyándose en conocimientos previos y el apoyo de ilustraciones 

para obtener la comprensión de nuevos conceptos y contenido que se 
imparten en inglés. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Avanzado (A) 

 

El alumno 
 

• Está familiarizado con la estructura del idioma inglés; 
 

• Puede funcionar más allá del nivel simple, usando inglés habitualmente; 

 
• Con apoyo, puede entender y utilizar inglés adecuado para su grado; 

 
• Tiene un mayor número de palabras en inglés, frases y oraciones que 

puede utilizar en escuchar, hablar, leer y escribir inglés; 

 
• Puede leer y comprender textos de temas no conocidos; y 

 
• Puede aplicar habilidades de pensamiento crítico y abstracto cuando lee 

en inglés 

 
 
 
 
 
Avanzado Alto 
(AH) 

 
El alumno 
 

 Tiene el dominio del idioma académico que le permitirá entender y utilizar 
inglés del grado adecuado con apoyo mínimo; 

 
 Responde utilizando una variedad de estructuras gramaticales y 

vocabulario; 

 
 Controla efectivamente y se corrige a sí mismo cuando escucha, habla, lee 

y escribe en inglés; y 
 Continúa desarrollando su comprensión del idioma inglés en escuchar, 

hablar, leer y escribir. 
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Nivel de 
colocación (PLVL) 

 
Descriptores de avance anual* 

 
 
Supervisión del 
primer año 
(M1) 

 
El alumno 
 

• Ha sido dado de alta y reclasificado usando el criterio establecido y 
supervisado por el estado; y 

• Puede participar activamente en actividades de nivel de grado adecuado 
en escuchar, hablar, leer y escribir en inglés. 

 

Supervisión del 
segundo 
año(M2) 

 
El alumno 
 

• Está en el segundo año de supervisión; y 

• Puede participar activamente en actividades de nivel de grado adecuado 
en escuchar, hablar, leer y escribir en inglés. 

 
 
 

* La evaluación del lenguaje y supervisión de progreso son obligatorias y se utilizarán 
rutinariamente para evaluar el progreso y desarrollo del lenguaje de los alumnos para enseñanza 
diferenciada. 

 
 
 

Expectativas de dominio y progreso anual adecuado 

Los alumnos identificados que están aprendiendo inglés se inscriben en grados con diversos 
niveles de dominio de inglés. Dentro de un año académico, se espera que dichos alumnos 
avancen un año en el dominio del inglés y demuestren progreso anual y logro que se evaluará 
por el Sistema de Evaluación de Dominio del Idioma Inglés y se medirá a través de los Objetivos 
de Aprovechamiento Anuales. 
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State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) 
Dictionary Policy 

 

Dictionaries must be available to all students taking: 

Ill STAAR grades 3-8 reading tests 
Ill STAAR grades 4 and 7 writing tests, including revising and editing 
Ill STAAR Spanish grades 3-5 reading tests 
Ill STAAR Spanish grade 4 writing test, including revising and editing 
111 STAAR English I, English II, and English Ill tests 

The following types of dictionaries are allowable: 

Ill standard monolingual dictionaries in English or the language most appropriate for the student 
Ill dictionary/thesaurus combinations 
Ill bilingual dictionaries* (word-to-word translations; no definitions or examples) 
Ill ESL dictionaries• (definition of an English word using simplified English) 
111 sign language dictionaries 
II picture dictionary 

 
Both paper and electronic dictionaries are permitted. However, electronic dictionaries that provide 
access to the Internet or have photographic capabilities are NOT allowed. For electronic dictionaries 
that are hand-held devices, test administrators must ensure that any features that allow note taking 
or uploading of files have been cleared of their contents both before and after the test administration. 

 
While students are working through the tests listed above, they must have access to a dictionary. 
Students should use the same type of dictionary they routinely use during classroom instruction and 
classroom testing to the extent allowable. The school may provide dictionaries, or students may 
bring them from home. Dictionaries may be provided in the language that is most appropriate for the 
student However, the dictionary must be commercially produced. Teacher-made or student-made 
dictionaries are not allowed. The minimum schools need is one dictionary for every five students 
testing, but the state's recommendation is one for every three students or, optimally, one for 
each student 

 
Although thesauruses are not required, they are allowable on all the tests listed above, either in 
combination with a dictionary or as a separate resource, If districts make thesauruses available to 
students during testing, it is recommended that there be one thesaurus for every five students. 

 
*Bilingual and ESL dictionaries should be provided in accordance with individual student needs 
based on how much students use them in instruction and classroom testing. While there is no 
requirement regarding a minimum number of bilingual or ESL dictionaries schools must provide, for 
Ells who depend heavily on a dictionary in language arts instruction, it is recommended that there 
be one dictionary for each student Additionally, it is important for LPACs to consider the degree to 
which an ELL student relies on a dictionary during language arts instruction or testing when making 
exit decisions at the end of the year. 

 
 
 

Texas Education Agency 
Student Assessment Division 

September 2017 
122854--122854 • UNLWEB917 
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2017–2018 English Proficiency Exit Criteria Chart 
 

At the end of the school year, a district may transfer (exit, reclassify, transition) an ELL out of a bilingual or ESL education program for the first time or a subsequent time if the student is able to participate 
equally in a regular all-English instruction program as determined by satisfactory performance in all three assessment areas below and the results of a subjective teacher evaluation.1 

 
For State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) English reading and English writing, the performance level for program exit is the student meeting the passing standard. 

 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th/12th 
Current 

School Year 
Oral = 

Listening & 
Speaking 

 

Scored Fluent on 
English OLPT2 

 

Scored Fluent on 
English OLPT2 

Scored 
Fluent on 

English 
OLPT2 

Scored 
Fluent on 

English 
OLPT2 

Scored 
Fluent on 

English 
OLPT2 

Scored 
Fluent on 

English 
OLPT2 

Scored 
Fluent on 

English 
OLPT2 

Scored 
Fluent on 

English 
OLPT2 

Scored 
Fluent on 

English 
OLPT2 

Scored 
Fluent on 

English 
OLPT2 

 

Scored Fluent on 
English OLPT2 

 
 
 

English 
Reading3 

 
Norm-Referenced 

Standardized 
Achievement 

Test2 (Rdg./Lang.) 
40th percentile or 

above 

 
Norm-Referenced 

Standardized 
Achievement 

Test2 (Rdg./Lang.) 
40th percentile or 

above 

 
 
 

STAAR 

 
 
 

STAAR 

 
 
 

STAAR 

 
 
 

STAAR 

 
 
 

STAAR 

 
 
 

STAAR 

 
 
 
 
 

STAAR4 

 
 
 
 
 

STAAR4 

 
Norm-Referenced 

Standardized 
Achievement Test2 

(Rdg./Lang.) 
40th percentile or 

above 

 
English 
Writing3 

 
Agency-Approved 

Writing Test2 

 
Agency-Approved 

Writing Test2 

 
Agency- 

Approved 
Writing Test2 

 
 

STAAR 

 
Agency- 

Approved 
Writing Test2 

 
Agency- 

Approved 
Writing Test2 

 
 

STAAR 

 
Agency- 

Approved 
Writing Test2 

 
Agency-Approved 

Writing Test2 

Subjective 
Teacher 

Evaluation 

 
Assessments, anecdotal notes, portfolios, etc. 

1 19 TAC §89.1225(h) 
2 In the 2017–2018 List of Approved Tests for Assessment of English Language Learners available on the following web page: http://tea.texas.gov/bilingual/esl/education/ 
3 For STAAR, English reading and English writing refer to the grade-level tests in grades 3-8 and to the applicable end-of-course English 1 for grade 9, and English II for grade 10. 
4 Exception: Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) Reading and Writing Advanced High will be used for all students with the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) as 
their graduation requirement under state policy. 

Note: ELL students may be exited only after the end of first grade based on 19 TAC §89.1225(i). 

Note: Students for whom the LPAC recommends the use of Oral Administration, Content and Language Supports, or Extra Time as an accommodation for any reading or writing assessment, may not be 
considered for exit at the end of the school year. 

http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac%24ext.TacPage?sl=R&amp;app=9&amp;p_dir&amp;p_rloc&amp;p_tloc&amp;p_ploc&amp;pg=1&amp;p_tac&amp;ti=19&amp;pt=2&amp;ch=89&amp;rl=1225
http://tea.texas.gov/bilingual/esl/education/
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac%24ext.TacPage?sl=R&amp;app=9&amp;p_dir&amp;p_rloc&amp;p_tloc&amp;p_ploc&amp;pg=1&amp;p_tac&amp;ti=19&amp;pt=2&amp;ch=89&amp;rl=1225
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ACRONYM LIST 
 
 
LEP-Limited English Proficient 

LPAC-Language Proficiency Assessment Committee 

ESL-English as a Second Language 

TEKS-Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

OLPT-Oral Language Proficiency Test 

HLS-Home Language Survey 

FES-Fluent English Speaker 

NES-Non-English Speaker 

BE-Bilingual Education 

TELPAS-Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System 

PLD-Proficiency Level Descriptor (used in TELPAS) 

ELL-English Language Learner 

IEP-Individualized Education Plan 

ARD-Admission Review and Dismissal 

SIFE-Students with Interrupted Formal Education 

SLIFE-Students with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education 

AMAO-Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives 

AYP-Adequate Yearly Progress 

BICS- Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills, or Social Language 

CALP-Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency, or Academic Language 
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