Referral Process
At any time that a student continues to struggle with one or more components of
reading, North Lamar ISD will collect additional information about the student.
The information will be used to evaluate the student’s academic progress and
determine what actions are needed to ensure the student’s improved academic
performance. Information to be considered includes the results from some or all of
the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vision screening
Hearing screening
Teacher reports of classroom concerns
Benchmark reading assessment
Accommodations provided by classroom teachers
Academic progress reports and/or report cards
Samples of school work
Parent conferences
Testing for limited English proficiency
Speech and language screening through a referral process
The K-3 reading instrument as described in TEC §28.006
State student assessment program as described in TEC §39.002

Among the actions that North Lamar ISD has available for the student is a
recommendation that the student be assessed for dyslexia. North Lamar ISD
recommends assessment for dyslexia if the student demonstrates the following:
• Poor performance in one or more areas of reading and/or the related area of
spelling that is unexpected for the student’s age/grade, and;
• Characteristics of dyslexia.
Primary Reading/Spelling Characteristics of Dyslexia:
•
•
•
•

Difficulty reading real words in isolation
Difficulty accurately decoding nonsense words
Slow, inaccurate, or labored oral reading (lack of reading fluency)
Difficulty with learning to spell

The reading/spelling characteristics are the result of difficulty with the following:

• The development of phonological awareness, including segmenting,
blending, and manipulating sounds in words
• Learning the names of letters and their associated sounds
• Phonological memory (holding information about sounds and words in
memory)
• Rapid naming of familiar objects, colors, or letters of the alphabet
Secondary consequences of dyslexia may include the following:
• Variable difficulty with aspects of reading comprehension
• Variable difficulty with aspects of written composition
• A limited amount of time spent in reading activities
The Response to Intervention (RtI) committee, which should include members
with knowledge about dyslexia, will evaluate the collected data and make a
recommendation for further assessment when these criteria are met.

