
Committee of Knowledgeable Persons  
A team or committee of knowledgeable persons determines whether the student 
has dyslexia. This committee may be the school’s RtI committee, so long as it 
includes at least one member with a background/training in dyslexia. The team 
must be knowledgeable about:  
• The student being assessed  
• The reading process  
• Dyslexia and related disorders  
• Dyslexia instruction  
• District or charter school, state, and federal guidelines for assessment  
• The assessments used  
• The meaning of the collected data  
 
This committee determines the identification of dyslexia after reviewing all 
accumulated data including the following areas:  
• The observations of the teacher, district or charter school staff, and/or 
parent/guardian  
• Data gathered from the classroom (including student work and the results of 
classroom measures) and information found in the student’s cumulative folder 
(including the developmental and academic history of the student)  
• Data-based documentation of student progress during instruction/intervention  
• Language Assessment Proficiency Committee (LPAC) documentation, when 
applicable  
• The results of administered assessments  
• All other accumulated data regarding the development of the student’s learning 
and his/her educational needs  
 
The student’s difficulties in the area of reading will reflect one or more of the 
primary characteristics of dyslexia with unexpectedly low performance for the 
student’s age and educational level in the following areas:  
• Reading real words in isolation  
• Decoding nonsense words 
• Reading fluency (both rate and accuracy)  
• Written spelling (an isolated difficulty in spelling would not be sufficient to 
identify dyslexia)  
 
This unexpectedly low reading performance will be the result of a deficit in 
phonological processing, including the following:  
• Phonological awareness  



• Rapid naming  
• Phonological memory  
 
Many students with dyslexia will have difficulty with the secondary characteristics 
of dyslexia, including reading comprehension and written composition.  
The committee of knowledgeable persons will also incorporate the following 
guidelines from TEC §38.003 and 19 TAC §74.28:  
• The student has received conventional (appropriate) instruction  
• The student has an unexpected lack of appropriate academic progress (in the 
areas of reading and spelling)  
• The student has adequate intelligence (an average ability to learn in the absence 
of print or in other academic areas)  
• The student exhibits characteristics associated with dyslexia  
• The student’s lack of progress is not due to socio-cultural factors such as 
language differences, irregular attendance, or lack of experiential background.  
 
If the committee determines that the student has dyslexia, the committee of 
knowledgeable persons also determines whether the student has a disability under 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, §504. Not all students with dyslexia are 
automatically eligible for §504. A student is considered to have a disability under 
§504 if the condition substantially limits the student’s learning. Students with 
additional factors that complicate their dyslexia may require additional support or 
referral to special education. (See Flow Chart)  
At any time during the assessment for dyslexia, identification process, or 
instruction related to dyslexia, students may be referred for evaluation for special 
education. At times, students will display additional factors/areas 11 complicating 
their dyslexia and requiring more support than what is available through dyslexia 
instruction. At other times, students with severe dyslexia or related disorders will 
be unable to make adequate academic progress within any of the programs for 
dyslexia or related disorders. In such cases, a referral to special education for 
evaluation and possible identification as a child with a disability within the 
Individuals with Disabilities Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEIA) will be made as 
needed. 


