Assessment of Dyslexia
Students enrolling in North Lamar ISD shall be assessed for dyslexia and related
disorders at appropriate times (TEC §38.003(a). The appropriate time depends
upon multiple factors including the student’s reading performance, reading
difficulties, poor response to supplemental, scientifically based reading instruction,
teachers’ input, and parents’ or guardians’ input. Additionally, the appropriate
time for assessing is early in a student’s school career (19 TAC §74.28), the earlier
the better. While earlier is better, students will be recommended for assessment for
dyslexia even if the reading difficulties appear later in a student’s school career.
The procedures followed for assessment include:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Notify parents or guardians of proposal to assess student for dyslexia
Inform parents or guardians of their rights under §504
Obtain parent or guardian permission to assess the student for dyslexia
Assess student, being sure that individuals/professionals who administer
assessment have training in the evaluation of students for dyslexia and
related disorders (19 TAC §74.28).

Tests, assessments, and other evaluation materials will:
• Be validated for the specific purpose for which they are used
• Include material tailored to assess specific areas of educational need and not
merely materials that are designed to provide a single general intelligence
quotient
• Be selected and administered so as to ensure that, when a test is given to a
student with impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills, the test results
accurately reflect the student’s aptitude or achievement level, or whatever
other factor the test purports to measure, rather than reflecting the student’s
impaired sensory, manual, or speaking skills
• Include multiple measures of a student’s reading abilities such as informal
assessment information (e.g., anecdotal records, lists of books the student
has read, audio recordings of the student’s oral reading)
• Be administered by trained personnel and in conformance with the
instructions provided by the producer of the evaluation materials
Assessment of Special Education Students

If a student is already in special education, but exhibits the characteristics of
dyslexia or related disorders and is referred for assessment, assessment procedures
for students under the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEIA 2004) will be
followed. Assessment data from prior special education assessments may be
utilized, and/or additional assessment may be conducted by personnel trained in
assessment to evaluate students for dyslexia and related disorders. In this case, the
Admission/Review/Dismissal (ARD) committee will serve as the committee of
knowledgeable persons.
Assessment of Students Identified Outside the District
Students identified as having dyslexia or related disorders from an outside source
will be evaluated for eligibility in the district’s program. North Lamar ISD may
choose to accept the outside assessment, or may re-assess the student. In either
situation, the RtI committee will determine the identification status of a student
enrolled in North Lamar ISD, and the placement of the student in the dyslexia
program(s).
Domains to Assess
North Lamar ISD administers measures that are related to the student’s educational
needs. Depending upon the student’s age and stage of reading development, the
following are the areas related to reading that should be assessed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading real and nonsense words in isolation (decoding)
Phonological awareness
Letter knowledge (name and associated sound)
Rapid naming
Reading fluency (rate and accuracy)
Reading comprehension
Written spelling

Based on the student’s academic difficulties and characteristics, additional areas
that can be assessed include vocabulary, written expression, handwriting, and
mathematics.

