
Updated 7-24-20 

 

 
 

Returning to On-Site Procedures & Protocols 
 

Based on the guidance mentioned before, the Mansfield School District (MSD) is making plans to 
implement the following procedures. Please understand the MSD procedures for each of these major 
topics could/will change based upon new or updated guidance from DESE and ADH. 

 
Face Coverings:  Currently, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) is recommending all people 2 years of 
age and older wear a cloth face covering. MSD will follow the CDC guidelines that recommend all 
adults and students K through 12 be required to wear a face covering which covers the nose and 
mouth when social distancing measures aren’t possible. All students and staff should wear face 
coverings in areas with a high concentration of others. This includes all students that ride a school 
bus. MSD is in the process of procuring three cloth face coverings to dispense to students and staff at the 
beginning of the school year for them to use. Parents will be expected to supply any additional face 
coverings. 

 
Social Distancing:  Social distancing will be observed and encouraged as much as possible in the on-
site school settings. Safeguards and protocols are mentioned elsewhere in this document that outline 
how MSD is working to promote social distancing and the use of face coverings when social distancing is 
not possible. 

 
Health Screening Protocols:  Parents will be expected to screen their children each day using the 
current screening guidelines from the ADH prior to entering any school bus or building. Do not send your 
child to school if they don’t meet the criteria.  Staff will be required to complete the screening each day 
and will report to the District prior to entering any school bus or building. Similar screening protocols for 
visitors to buildings will be used at the front desk. Visitors will be limited to those necessary to reduce the 
risk of spreading disease.  MSD intends to screen each student by temperature before entering the 
buildings.  Access points will be restricted to maintain the health and safety of all students and staff.  
Access points to each building will be announced at a later date.  Students who do not pass the 
temperature screening will return to their vehicle if brought by a parent and bus riders will be isolated until 
a parent can pick them up.  Those students will follow the blended learning protocol until able to return to 
school. 
 

 
Cleaning Protocol: Mansfield School District will follow the standard daily, weekly and monthly cleaning 
specifications. The following additional measures will be in place from the first day of school: 

 Every classroom will be equipped with disinfectant to be used in between groups of students. 
 Every classroom will be equipped with alcohol hand sanitizer and wipes. 

 All students will follow a regular hand washing routine. 

 Buildings including classrooms and restrooms will be sanitized every night 

 The daily and weekly Flu and Cold Protocol will be implemented, which adds: 

o Frequent wipe downs of high touch areas and 
o Consistent antiviral misting of rooms. 
 

Bus Transportation:  Because social distancing is not possible on school buses, parents who want to 
transport their students are encouraged to do so. All students will wear masks on school buses 
unless there are medical exemptions. All bus drivers will be required to wear face shields or masks. 
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Students will sit by household and will have assigned seats. Seat assignments will be based on first 
on/last off in the back of the bus and last on/first off in the front. This will limit the unnecessary passing of 
students on the bus. Each school bus will be disinfected after every trip. Hand sanitizer will be available to 
students as they board and depart the bus. 

 
Recess:  Elementary students will have outdoor recess time with CDC restrictions that limit the number of 
students they come in contact with. Playground equipment will be disinfected between use where 
applicable.  

 
Student Hydration:  Every school building is working to equip one or more water bottle filling stations by 
the start of school in August. All students are encouraged to carry a labeled, personal water bottle to 
school. If filling stations are not in place, the district will provide other means for water. 

 
Building Visitors:  All persons will be prohibited from entering school except: 

 School or District staff, 
 Students enrolled at the school, 
 Parents picking up their children, and 
 Professionals providing necessary services to children or staff 

General Building Operations:  Implementation of guidelines will vary depending on building 
configuration and student population. 

 Modifications for Physical Distancing - Classroom furniture will be arranged to maximize distance 
between student seating, but physical social distancing is not always possible. 

 Hallway Traffic - Hallways will be divided down the center to create two one-way lanes for student 
travel. Markings will be placed on the floor (six feet apart) to remind students to socially distance 
as much as possible. Class dismissal will be staggered as much as possible. 

 Bathroom Breaks - A building schedule of restroom breaks will be created. Students will be asked 
to wash hands during breaks. Restrooms will be disinfected regularly during the day. 

 Drop-off/Pick-up - Procedures will be reviewed and modified where possible to maximize 
distancing by building. All parents please remain outside the school building for drop-off and pick 
up except under extenuating circumstances, such as an ill or injured child. 

In the Event an Individual Tests Positive for COVID-19:  MSD will follow the latest guidance from the 
ADH and the CDC. MSD will contact ADH directly on the school hotline and share information on the 
circumstances. Based on the specific circumstances of the case, ADH will advise the district on next 
steps. This process could result in a brief closure of a single school within the district or multiple 
schools. In the event of a brief closure, MSD will pivot to blended learning for those students/classes 
affected. 

 
Athletics:   Athletes have already begun their return to campus to begin practice based on ADH and 
Arkansas Activities Association (AAA) guidance. Unless guidance changes, we are planning for sports 
activities in the fall with possible modifications as required by the ADH and AAA. 

 
Band and Choir:   At this time, we are awaiting further guidance on both band and choir from the ADH 
and AAA. We will plan to serve students in band and/or choir classes while observing the most current 
guidelines from DESE, ADH, and AAA. 

 
Cafeteria and Food Service:   MSD is reviewing cafeteria protocols at each building to determine how 
we can best utilize existing space to meet ADH distancing and large gathering recommendations. Due to 
space limitations, outside visitors will not be allowed in the cafeteria. Lunch schedules, procedures, and 
locations may have to be adjusted depending on further guidance. If students choose to not eat a school 
lunch, they can still bring their lunch from home, but outside food deliveries will not be permitted. 
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Everyone has Responsibilities:   The CDC created a checklist for parents and a checklist for teachers 
that lists general expectations to help prevent community spread while providing an education to our 
students. Those checklists can be found here:  Checklist for Teachers and Checklist for Parents 

 
Parents should encourage good prevention habits with their family including: 1) avoid close contact 
with people, 2) cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash, 3) wash 
hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 4) keep your child at home if sick with any 
illness, 5) be prepared if your child’s school is temporarily dismissed. 

 
Teachers should: 1) encourage students to stay home when sick, 2) clean and disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces and objects in the classroom, 3) monitor absenteeism, 4) implement a blended plan to 
continue educating students through digital learning when needed. 

 
Additional and updated information will be posted on the MSD website and Facebook page as it becomes 
available. Continue to visit our social media sites frequently as we will modify our procedures/protocols as 
guidance is updated from DESE and ADH. 

 
Thank you for your patience and support as we work together to make plans to reopen schools 
safely.  We all have a role to play in the safe return to school and ask for your partnership, kindness and 
grace as we embark on an awesome school year together.  Student safety will remain our very top 
priority.   

 

GO TIGERS!!!!!!!! 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/schools-checklist-teachers.pdf&sa=D&ust=1595528025243000&usg=AOvVaw20A06_Vi54UeBNTaFicWbg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/schools-checklist-parents.pdf&sa=D&ust=1595528025244000&usg=AOvVaw11-2bv0ztq-xTfVQpU7J_m

