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July 23, 2020 
 
Mansfield Students, Staff, and Parents 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding during this difficult time while you have 
waited for information about how school will start back for the Mansfield School District. 
Based on the most recent guidance from the Arkansas Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE) and the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) for schools to 
return to onsite instruction, the Administration Team and Ready for Learning Committees 
have been working to develop plans for the Fall of 2020.  The guidance from DESE may be 
accessed on the Arkansas Ready or Learning webpage. The Mansfield School District will 
continue to monitor guidance from DESE, ADH, the CDC, and the Arkansas Governor’s 
office to provide updates to our plans as they become available. 
 
As you know by now, Governor Hutchinson has moved the first day of school for Arkansas 
students to August 24, 2020.  Mansfield Schools will start both traditional and blended 
learning at that time.   The guidance describes Blended Learning as a traditional school 
(face-to-face onsite) with the added element of a digital format that could be used to 

provide remote or virtual learning on very short notice if the need arises.  Mansfield will be 
expected to have the ability to pivot from onsite instruction to remote instruction quickly and 
easily. Teachers are required to have their classes and curriculum established in a digital 
format for a seamless transition. This curriculum will be delivered through the Learning 
Management System of Google Classroom. 
 
Additionally, Mansfield Schools will offer a completely virtual component for K-12.  
Mansfield Virtual Public School will also begin on August 24, 2020.  A 100% virtual home-
based learning method, it is a rigorous and challenging curriculum very similar to the 
Traditional/Blended Onsite option.  It will require a strong commitment from the 
student and parent/guardian.  We believe this option would be appropriate for motivated 

and strongly supported students. Virtual students are Mansfield District students and will 
graduate from Mansfield Public School District with a high school diploma. They are also 
eligible to participate in extracurricular activities. Parental support will be a crucial 

component of the virtual learning model. 
All Mansfield students will receive a Chromebook to facilitate both onsite and offsite 
learning and instruction. 
 
Thank you for your continued understanding.  The effects of the global pandemic have 
presented challenges never before seen in our lifetimes.  Our school community and 
families continue to be significantly impacted as we mitigate this uncertainty.  More 
information follows for specific Ready for Learning Procedures. 
 
 
Joe R. Staton 
Superintendent, Mansfield Schools  
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