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This document is a condensed version of the BHS Academic Course Catalog.  Because 

course selections are often limited for students entering grade 9, upper-level courses have 

been removed.  Students may be enrolled in upper-level courses under special 

circumstances, but there must first be conversations with counselors and administrators of 

BHS. 

 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

 

The English Language Arts department will focus on the teaching of life skills as they 

relate to reading, writing, speaking, and listening with an appropriate emphasis on related 

technology. 

 

English I 

Grade 9 Length:  1 year    Credit:  1   

English I is an integrated program emphasizing writing and language skills, in conjunction with 

reading and literature skills based on state TEKS.  Emphasis is placed on vocabulary, mechanics, 

usage, poetry, short stories, the novel, and the drama in written/oral presentation.  Critical 

analysis of literary works is also emphasized and the beginning process for the research 

project/paper.  Literature is genre based. 

 

English I Pre-AP 

Grade 9 Length:  1 year    Credit:  1  

In this advanced placement course, students are engaged in the careful study of literature works 

of recognized merit.  Through such study, students sharpen their focus on the critical analysis of 

the author’s use of tone, diction, and detail expositions, short stores, plays, poems and novels.  

Beginning process for the research project/paper will be implemented.  

 

English Electives 

 

Journalism 

Grades 9-12  Length:  1 year   Credit:  1  

In Journalism, students are expected to write in a variety of forms and for a variety of audiences 

and purposes.  Students will learn journalistic traditions, research self-selected topics, and learn 

the principles of publishing.  In addition, students will survey a variety of forms of mass media 

and technology to enhance communication skills. 

 

Yearbook 1  

Grades 9-12  Length: 1 year   Credit: 1  

This course is designed for freshmen or sophomores who want to learn all the ins and outs of 

being on yearbook staff. Students will learn and perform all yearbook staff duties, but at a slower 

pace, in order fully understand the entire process from conception to design to reporting, 

coverage and photography, to actually building pages on Jostens yearbook site.  

 

 

 

 

 



Debate I  

Grades 9-12  Length:  1 year   Credit:  1  

Emphasis is on the development of skills in analysis, research, and organization in debate.  This 

program provides opportunities to prepare and present debate in a variety of competitive 

contexts. 

 

Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament  

Grade: 9-12  Length: 1 year  Credit: .5-1  

This class is an elective you will be taking for one semester or one year on the Old Testament 

and/or New Testament and its impact on society. The purpose of this class is to teach you 

knowledge of biblical content, characters, poetry, and narratives that are prerequisites to 

understanding contemporary society and culture, including literature, art, music, moral attitudes, 

rhetoric, and public policy. This class will familiarize you with the contents, literary style, 

structure, and influence of the Old and/or New Testament on law, history, government, literature, 

art, music, customs, and culture. 

 

Creative Writing  

Grade: 9-12  Length: 1 year  Credit:  1  

Prerequisite: None 

The creative writing class is a year long course that allows students to earn one-half to one credit 

while developing versatility as a writer.  This class asks students to develop their skill in writing 

fiction, poetry, and drama.  This class immerses students in the recursive nature of the writing 

process.  Students’ evaluation of their own writing as well as the writing of others ensures that 

students completing this course are able to analyze and discuss published and unpublished pieces 

of writing, develop peer and self-assessments for effective writing, and set their own goals as 

writers. 

 

 

MATH 

 

Four credits of mathematics are required by the state for graduation.  Bridgeport High School 

offers a diversified program to meet the needs and interests of all students. 

 

 

Algebra I 

Grades: 9   Length:  1 year  Credit:  1  

This course shall be the initial mathematics course designed for students enrolled in high school.  

Emphasis shall be placed upon the development of understanding basic algebra principles.  

Attention shall be given to signed numbers, integer exponents, scientific notation, linear systems, 

and algebra applications.  Linear equations and graphs are heavily emphasized.  Word problems 

are used on a regular basis.  This course will count as 1 math credit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Algebra I Pre-Ap 

Grade: 9   Length: 1 year  Credit: 1  

This course shall be the advanced mathematics course designed for students enrolled in high 

school.  Emphasis shall be placed upon the understanding of algebra principles.  

Attention shall be given to signed numbers, integer exponents, scientific notation, linear systems, 

and algebra applications.  Linear equations and graphs are heavily emphasized.  Word problems 

are used on a regular basis.  This course will count as 1 math credit. 

 

Geometry 

Grades:  9-12                        Length: 1 year  Credit:  1  

Prerequisite:  Algebra I 

The course in geometry shall be comprised of content from the standard Euclidean Geometry 

with increased emphasis on coordinate geometry and algebraic proof.  In addition, the course 

shall incorporate the essentials of solid geometry through the extension of two dimensional 

concepts, relationships, and applications to the third dimension. 

 

Geometry Pre-Ap 

Grades:  9-12   Length:  1 year  Credit:  1  

This course is designed to enrich the regular geometry course with extensive use of problem-

solving techniques and discovery activities.  Students will study the use of geometry in optics, 

chemistry, ecology, space, architecture, nature, etc.  Activities will promote critical thinking and 

real-world applications of geometry concepts.  

 

 

 

SCIENCE 

 

 

Biology (0303) 

Grade 9 or 10  Length: 1 year  Credit: 1  

In Biology, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 

investigations, and make informed decisions using critical-thinking and scientific problem 

solving.  Students in Biology study a variety of topics that include structures and functions of 

cells and viruses; growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues and organs; nucleic acids 

and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfer in living 

organisms; living systems; homeostasis; and plants and the environment. 

 

 

Biology Pre-Ap 

Grade 9  Length: 1 year  Credit: 1  

PreAP Biology is an extensive and rigorous laboratory-centered course with emphasis on logical 

analysis of data to form valid conclusions.  The student will conduct experimental research 

projects following scientific thought processes.  Concepts covered in the course will be TEKS-

defined.  Specific items of study will include cellular structure, function and replication, protein 

synthesis and genetics, natural selection and speciation, comparative study of plants and animal 

systems including classification of these organisms, adaptive lifestyles of organisms, and the 

harmful and beneficial interaction of the organisms with their environment. 

 



SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Throughout the Social Studies curriculum, students build a foundation in history, geography,  

Economics, government, citizenship, culture, science, technology, and social studies skills. The 

content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the 

importance 

of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of 

our world. 

 

World Geography Studies 

Grade 9   Length: 1 year  Credit: 1    

World Geography is a comprehensive study of the relationship between people and their physical 

environment. It is a basic study of regional and world geography including map reading, cultural 

geography and physical geography. 

 

AP Human Geography  

Grade: 9  Length: 1 year  Credit: 1   

AP Human Geography is an introductory college-level human geography course. Students 

cultivate their understanding of human geography through data and geographic analyses as they 

explore topics like patterns and spatial organization, human impacts and interactions with their 

environment, and spatial processes and societal changes. 

 

 

    HISTORY ELECTIVES 

 

 

Sports History 

Grade: 9-12   Length: ½ Semester  Credit: .5  

In this course students will examine the development of sports through various historical 

perspectives. There will be an emphasis on helping students gain a better understanding of the 

inner relationship that sport has on social, economic, cultural, and political forces that are at 

work in the United States as well as the world. Students will examine the historical context as 

well as the significance of gender, race, ethnicity and 

social class through readings, primary sources, audio and visual materials as well as class 

discussions. 

 

Financial Literacy 

Grade: 9-12   Length: ½ Semester  Credit: .5  

Personal Financial Literacy will develop citizens who have the knowledge and skills to make 

sound, informed financial decisions that will allow them to lead financially secure lifestyles and 

understand personal financial responsibility. Students will apply critical-thinking and problem-

solving skills to analyze decisions involving earning and spending, saving and investing, credit 

and borrowing, insuring and protecting, and college and 

post-secondary education training 

 

 

 

 



Latin American Studies 

Grade: 9-12   Length: 1 year  Credit: 1  

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 

present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage.  Such 

knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 

and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.   

 

Psychology 

Grade: 9-12   Length: ½ semester  Credit: .5  

Psychology is the systematic study of individual human behavior and experience. The purpose of 

this course is to introduce the student to the content, terminology, methodology, and application 

of the discipline. 

 

Sociology 

Grade: 9-12   Length: ½ semester  Credit: .5  

Sociology is an elective course centered on the behavior of people in groups. Topics included are 

socialization, institutions, social interaction, social change, collective behavior, and competition 

in society.   

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

 

The state requires one year of Physical Education credit in order to graduate which may be 

obtained through the following Physical Education courses or:  

Marching Band          

Athletics      

Drill Team—tryouts required and approval by the BHS Drill Team Instructor 

Fall and Spring U.I.L. sports that are after-school (Cross Country, Track, Baseball, Softball, 

Tennis, Golf.)  Students participating in these sports will NOT sign up for PE or athletics. 

 

PEAA:  9-12                          Length:  1 year            Credit: 1  

Aerobic Activities is a course that teaches aerobic exercise and promotes wellness and fitness for 

life. 

    

Boys Athletics: 9    Length:  1 year  Credit: 1 

Boys who are actively competing in Football and/or Basketball. 

 

Girls Athletics: 9    Length: 1 year  Credit: 1 

Girls who are actively competing in Volleyball and/or Basketball. 

 

Drill Team- Tryouts required 

Grades: 9-12   Length: 1 year  Credit: 1  

Drill Team/Dance may fulfill one year of the Fine Arts requirement and an additional year may 

fulfill the PE requirements for graduation.  Additional years of Drill Team/Dance are state-

approved electives. 

 
 



Adventures/Outdoor Education 

Grade: 9-12      Length: 1 Year   Credit: 1 

Outdoor education is a PE course that focuses on different outdoor skills such as hiking, fishing, 

camping, and hunting. 

 

 

 

FINE ARTS 

 

Art I (Meets the Fine Arts graduation requirement) 

Grades: 9-12                Length:  1 year        Credit: 1          

Prerequisite: None  

Using the Elements of Art and Principles of Design to develop skill, create original art work, and 

critique art work. (Drawing, painting, printmaking, fibers, ceramics and sculpture.) 

 

ART II Pre-Ap 

Grades 9-12   Length: I year  Credit: 1  

Prerequisite:  Art I for High School Credit 

An advanced study of art creating original art works with a basis in art history as a means of 

cultural and historical understanding.  (Drawing, painting, printmaking, fibers, ceramics and 

sculpture.) 

 

Band I 

Grades:  9-12               Length:  1 year        Credit: 1           

Prerequisite:  Middle School Band or Director Approval  

Band I is included as part of the sequential program in instrumental instruction. Course 

objectives as applicable to level 1 include the development of skills in artistic and analytical 

perception; creative expression through the development of basic performance skills; the ability 

to synthesize music of various historical and cultural heritages; and to acquire critical thinking 

skills through the assessment of established musical and artistic criteria.  

 

History of Rock and Roll & American Popular Music (Applied Music) 

Grade: 9-12    Length: 1   Credit: 1 

Description: Study of the origins and innovators of rock and roll music. Course will examine the 

musical, historical and sociological significance of variety of genres. A survey of American 

popular music from the nineteenth century to the present day. Beginning with Tin Pan Alley and 

Broadway, the course traces many major developments in American popular music, such as rock 

and roll, country music, soul, funk, disco, punk rock, and hip-hop. 

 

Music Appreciation 

Grade: 9-12   Length: 1 year Credit: 1 

This year long course introduces students to the elements, instrumentation, and historical periods 

of music.  Students will learn the significance of surroundings and time periods and how they 

both influenced the music of the day.  Students will listen to and evaluate several types of music, 

and will be assessed through projects, presentations, and exams on the knowledge and 

understanding of music. 

 

 



Musical Theatre I, II, III, IV                  

Grade: 9-12                          Length: 1 Year             Credit: 1 

Prerequisite: Approval from the Directors (audition required)  

 Musical Theatre class is an exploration of American Musical Theatre. Students will study the 

work of the actor/singer/dancer and use their gained knowledge to develop as performers in these 

areas. Students will prepare and present as soloists as well as members of small groups and 

larger ensembles. Students will prepare material for class presentation and critique. There will 

also be a focus on the audition process as well as musical theatre history and repertoire. The class 

will participate in showcase performances each semester. 
  
Mariachi Band 
Grade: 9-12   Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 

This course is designed for the purpose of allowing students to learn the styles and techniques 

that will allow them to perform in an ensemble which has a selected membership and which 

specializes in performing beginning level Mariachi ensemble literature.   

 

Theater Arts I 

Grades:  9-12               Length:  1 year        Credit:  1          

Prerequisite:  None 

The student will develop concepts about self, relationships and the environment through 

expressive use of the body and voice, acting concepts, interpretation of characters and creating 

dramatizations.  They will apply theater production concepts and study historical and cultural 

influences on theater.  They will attend and evaluate the theatrical performances. 

 

Choir I 

Grades: 9-12   Length: 1 year  Credit: 1  

Choir students will learn various styles of choral music, sight reading skills, and basic vocal 

technique. Students in this class may participate in the UIL Solo contest and TMEA auditions 

offered throughout the school year. In addition the choir may participate in the UIL Concert and 

Sight Reading Contest. 

 

DANCE 

Grades: 9-12    Length: 1 Year   Credit: 1  

The beginning class offers an introduction to basic dance movement and the basic elements of 

music and rhythm. This course includes rhythmic, isolated and expressive movement as well as 

elemental concepts of space, time, and force. This course is for students with little or no 

previous dance training. 

 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 

Spanish I 

Grades 9-12   Length: 1 year  Credit: 1   

Basic concepts of the Spanish language are presented. Emphasis will be placed on listening 

skills, pronunciation and speaking skills and grammar. Classes are successive and progressive on 

material covered. Cultural and historical aspects of Hispanic life will be studied. Students need to 

review and practice every day during their home study time in order to become proficient. 

 



Spanish II 

Grade: 9-12                              Length: 1 year                    Credit: 1  

Prerequisite: Spanish I 

The objectives of the course evolve from the TEKS for LOTE required by the state. The program 

is sequential and is composed of skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing; an awareness 

of the history of the Hispanic people; and skills that result in the application of the language 

learning process to the study of other languages. Emphasis is placed on oral proficiency. 

 

ASL 1 (American Sign Language) 

Grade: 9-12   Length: 1 year   Credit: 1  

American Sign Language 1 A/B (ASL 1) introduces students to the language and culture of Deaf 

people in the United States. The course will focus on specific language and cultural behaviors, as 

well as introduce students to the grammar of ASL. Both expressive and receptive skills of 

students will be the focus of the course, with a major emphasis placed on receptive skills. 

Students will participate extensively in interactive classroom activities using the “Voices Off” 

Policy to ensure ASL immersion. Instructional materials and resources are varied. Performance 

measures are all inclusive: tests; quizzes; projects; live performances; video uploads; textbook 

work; and active participation. 

 

ASL 2 (American Sign Language 2) 

Grades: 9-12   Length: 1 year   Credit: 1  

American Sign Language continues the teaching of ASL, moving from signing concrete concepts 

to abstract concepts. Additional vocabulary, grammar and culture is covered to build on the core 

knowledge of the language. Both expressive and receptive skills of students will be the focus of 

the course, with an equal emphasis. Students will participate extensively in interactive classroom 

activities using the “Voices Off” Policy to ensure ASL immersion and instructional materials and 

performance measures are comparable to ASL 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

 

BUSINESS & INDUSTRY ENDORSEMENT 

 

AGRICULTURE, FOOD & NATURAL RESOURCES CAREER PATHWAY 

Principles of AFNR 

Grade: 9 or any FIRST YEAR Ag Student       Length: 1 year         Credit: 1  

This course is an introductory class that prepares students for careers in agriculture, food and 

natural resources.  The emphasis is on career opportunities, personal development, globalization, 

industry standards, details, practices and expectations. Students are encouraged to become active 

in the FFA chapter at BHS to learn leadership skills, become involved in service projects and 

participate in fun and interesting field trips as well as regional and state leadership and 

agriculture activities. 

 

AUTO TECHNOLOGY CAREER PATHWAY 



Principles of Transportation Systems 

Grades: 9-11                        Length: 1 year                      Credits: 1  

This course is designed to familiarize the student with the basic understanding of career 

opportunities and training requirements in the automotive services field. This course is designed 

to provide the skills and knowledge required for employment in the automotive field of brake 

systems. This class is the first class of the ASE/NATEF Certified Automotive Training Program. 

The program includes 105 hours of suspension & steering training, per the NATEF Task List. 

Application of the knowledge and skills will be provided through hands on experiences in the 

classroom and laboratory. 

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION & MANAGEMENT CAREER PATHWAY 

Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance 

Grades 9-11   Length: 1 year   Credit: 1 

Students gain knowledge and skills in economies and private enterprise systems, the impact of 

global business, marketing of goods and services, advertising and product pricing.  Students 

actively engage in the marketing, advertising, and financial processes through the operation of a 

student business. 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICES ENDORSEMENT 

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING CAREER PATHWAY 

Principles of Education and Training   

Grades: 9-11                          Length: 1 year                     Credits: 1  

Prerequisite: None 

Most everyone will serve as an educator at sometime or another in their lifetime, whether it will 

be as a parent, teacher, trainer or other roles in which you will teach others. Principles of 

Education and Training will introduce learners to the various careers available within the 

education and training career cluster and will provide the foundation students will need to go into 

the Instructional Practices class (formerly Ready, Set, Teach!). Students will use self-knowledge 

and educational and career information to analyze various careers. Students will also gain an 

understanding of the basic knowledge and skills essential to careers within the education and 

training career cluster and develop a graduation plan that leads to a career choice in the student's 

specific interest area. This cluster is not only recommended for those who are interested in 

education, but also those interested in health and social sciences. Students are encouraged to 

become active in the Texas Association of Future Educators (T.A.F.E.) chapter at BHS to learn 

leadership skills, become involved in service projects and participate in fun and interesting field 

trips as well as regional and state leadership activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH SCIENCES CAREER PATHWAY 



 

Principles of Health Science                                                                                                  

Grades:  9-11 Length: 1 year Credit:  1  

Prerequisite:  None 

The Principles of Health Science provides an overview of the therapeutic, diagnostic, health 

informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development systems of the health 

care industry to prepare students interested in pursuing a career in the health science industry for 

upper level classes in the Health Science Program of Study. Students will identify diagnostic, 

therapeutic, health informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development 

systems that function individually and collaboratively to provide comprehensive health care. 

Students will also explore the employment opportunities, technology, and safety requirements of 

each system.  

 

 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & MATHEMATICS 

(STEM) ENDORSEMENT 

 

STEM PATHWAY 

Principles of Applied Engineering   

Grades:  9 – 11 Length:  1 year Credit:  1  

Prerequisite:  None 

Principles of Applied Engineering provides an overview of the various fields of science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics and their interrelationships. Students will use a variety 

of computer hardware and software applications to complete assignments and projects. Upon 

completing this course, students will have an understanding of the various fields and will be able 

to make informed decisions regarding a coherent sequence of subsequent courses. Further, 

students will have worked on a design team to develop a product or system. Students will use 

multiple software applications to prepare and present course assignments. 

 

 

ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

 

Principles of Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications  

Grade: 9-12  Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  Prerequisite: None  

In this course students will learn the fundamentals of audio/video technology careers while 

creating short films and videos employing live action and animation. Students will view 

technology as an important tool for the artist and use computer programs to facilitate the process 

of exploring, developing ideas, and producing finished work. Students will learn the basics of 

hardware and a variety of art software programs. The student will build a visual electronic 

portfolio throughout the course. Careers in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and 

Communications Career Cluster require a creative aptitude, and strong background in computer 

and technology applications, a strong academic foundation, and a proficiency in oral and written 

communication.  

 

 

OTHER ELECTIVES FOR 9TH GRADERS 



 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Grades: 9-12       Length: 1 year   Credit: 1  

Student Leadership is a year long class for 9-12th graders.  Leadership qualities and leadership 

building curriculum will be integrated into the classroom.  Students must fill out an application 

to be accepted into the course.  The student must be recommended by current teachers for 

placement in the course.  The students will also be interviewed prior to being accepted into the 

course.   The class is responsible for many activities throughout the year for Bridgeport High 

School and BISD.  Responsibility, leadership, strong character, and a willingness to learn new 

things are qualities that are needed for success in BHS Student Leadership.   

 

Athletic Trainer 

Grade: 9-12       Length: 1 Year    Credit: 1 

Prerequisite: Must fill out application and be approved by Athletic Trainer. 

This is a course that also requires time to be spent after school. The trainer must attend practices 

and games for the sport to which he/she is assigned. The student trainer will help in restocking 

the training room, record keeping, and many other responsibilities. This course DOES NOT 

count for a PE credit. 

 

Computer Science I 

Grade: 9-12   Length: 1 Year   Credit: 1    

Computer Science I will foster students' creativity and innovation by presenting opportunities to 

design, implement, and present meaningful programs through a variety of media. Students will 

collaborate with one another, their instructor, and various electronic communities to solve the 

problems presented throughout the course. Through data analysis, students will identify task 

requirements, plan search strategies, and use computer science concepts to access, analyze, and 

evaluate information needed to solve problems. By using computer science knowledge and skills 

that support the work of individuals and groups in solving problems, students will select the 

technology appropriate for the task, synthesize knowledge, create solutions, and evaluate the 

results. Students will learn digital citizenship by researching current laws and regulations and by 

practicing integrity and respect. Students will gain an understanding of the principles of 

computer science through the study of technology operations, systems, and concepts. 

 

Digital Forensics 

Grade: 9-12   Length: 1 Year   Credit: 1 

Digital forensics is an evolving discipline concerned with analyzing anomalous activity on 

computers, networks, programs, and data. As a discipline, it has grown with the emergence of a 

globally-connected digital society. As computing has become more sophisticated, so too have the 

abilities of malicious agents to access systems and private information. By evaluating prior 

incidents, digital forensics professionals have the ability to investigate and craft appropriate 

responses to disruptions to corporations, governments, and individuals. Whereas cybersecurity 

takes a proactive approach to information assurance to minimize harm, digital forensics takes a 

reactive approach to incident response. 

 

 

 

 

 



 


	PHYSICAL EDUCATION

