
Bridgeport High School COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
2020-2021 

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 
COURSE TITLES IN RED WILL NOT BE OFFERED 2020-2021 

The English Language Arts department will focus on close reading and composition skills to 
increase analytical skills in preparation for End Of Course Exams, ACT, SAT and college 
preparation as they relate to reading, writing, speaking, and listening with an appropriate 
emphasis on related technology. 
 
English I  
Grade: 9 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
English I is an integrated program emphasizing writing and language skills and reading and 
literature skills based on the state TEKS. Emphasis will be placed on vocabulary, mechanics, 
usage, poetry, short stories, the novel, drama, and the critical analysis of various authors’ work 
through the continued development of these skills. Composition instruction stresses the process 
approach to communicating ideas effectively. Writing assignments include single and 
multi-paragraph compositions of a variety of types. Various technological assignments, research 
projects, rote memory assignments, and oral presentations with visual representations of a critical 
nature will be completed throughout the year.  

 
English I Pre-AP  
Grade: 9 Length:  1 Year

Credit:  1  
In this advanced placement course, students are engaged in the careful study of literature works 
of recognized merit.  Through such study, students sharpen their focus on the critical analysis of 
the author’s use of tone, diction, and detail expositions, short stories, plays, poems, and novels. 
Beginning process for the research project/paper will be implemented.  
 
English II  
Grade: 10 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Credit received in English I 
English II continues to stress the integration of literature, composition, language, and reading. 
Literature is studied through a thematic approach of various world literature selections and 
authors. Composition skills in this course are essentially the same as those for English I so that 
students may gain greater control over the fundamentals of the writing process. Projects which 
focus on developing research skills are emphasized. Language study is primarily a review of the 
grammatical structure of sentences, usage, and vocabulary development. Throughout all phases 
of the sophomore curriculum, emphasis is placed upon the teaching of the writing and reading 
objectives the state has issued as TEKS. Literature used in this class may include novels, short 
stories, vignettes, excerpts, articles, plays, poems, and students trading and reading each other’s 
original works. Technology will consistently serve as a venue to facilitate mastery of these skills. 
 
 
 
 



English II Pre-AP  
Grade: 10 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
This course is designed for sophomore Pre-AP students and covers a wide body of literature 
representative of diverse cultures and many genres, including novels, plays, short stories, poems, 
nonfiction, and media.  The chief aim of this course is to continue preparing Pre-AP English 
students for the AP Language and AP Literature exams.  Thus, students will explore through 
discussion—including monitored online venues—and writing the significance of language, 
literature, and composition.  Students will closely read and analyze to perceive layers of meaning 
in a variety of genres; write in specific forms with understanding of purpose and audience, 
including literary, personal, reflective, analytical, and persuasive texts; identify, analyze, and 
employ rhetorical strategies, focusing on elements of argumentation and persuasion; and study 
universal themes in literature, connecting literary texts with both historical and current 
applications.  Elements such as close reading, associative thinking, conventions of literary 
discourse, composition, grammar, and vocabulary, as well as viewing and representing material, 
will be exercised.  Technology will consistently serve as a venue to facilitate mastery of these 
skills.  
 
English III  
Grade: 11 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Credit received in English II 
This course covers curriculum strands of critical reading, composition, grammar, vocabulary, 
viewing and representing, and research.  In English III, a premium is placed on gains made in 
depth and complexity of the student’s ability to reason, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize 
critically.  Three goals of the course are to prepare students for high stakes testing (End of 
Course Exams, PSAT, and SAT), sharpen the ability of each student to communicate in written 
form, and convey the chronology of the development of multicultural American literature. The 
principal objectives of English III are to identify and analyze elements of multicultural and 
American fiction and non-fiction selections, determine universal meaning in literary works, 
particularly short stories, novels, and plays, write well about literature with concern not only for 
content but also for grammar, style, and structure, identify and analyze elements of nonfiction as 
well as identify and analyze elements of argumentation and persuasion.  Students will also be 
able to write effectively for many different purposes and connect multicultural and American 
literature to both current and historical media.  A variety of written essays, as well as research 
projects, are interwoven in this class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English III AP (English Language Advanced Placement)  
Grade: 11 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Upon completing the AP English Language and Composition course, students should be able to 
analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of 
rhetorical strategies and techniques; apply effective strategies and techniques in their own 
writing; create and sustain arguments based on readings, research and/or personal experience. 
Students will also write for a variety of purposes; produce expository, analytical and 
argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with 
appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations and 
clear transitions.  It is expected that students will demonstrate understanding and mastery of 
standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings; demonstrate 
understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources; move effectively 
through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, 
revising, editing and review;  analyze image as text; and evaluate and incorporate reference 
documents into researched paper (apcentral.collegeboard.com). 
AP Language provides willing and academically prepared high school students with the 
opportunity to study and learn at the college level. For a full explanation of the Advanced 
Language and Composition course visit the AP Central website.   
 
English IV  
Grade: 12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Received credit in English III 
English IV is an integrated program emphasizing writing and language skills and reading and 
literature skills.  Chronological study of British literature traces its development through British 
history and through the development of various literacy genres.  This study focuses on exposure 
to other cultures, appreciation of global diversity, and understanding of cross-cultural 
similarities.  Emphasis is placed on critical analysis of various authors’ work through the 
continued development of language and composition skills.  Thematic analysis will be 
emphasized through comparison/contrast.  The research project/paper will be a completed major 
assignment based on an appropriate topic.  Oral presentations, as well as visual representations of 
critical analysis, will also be emphasized. 
 
English IV AP (English Literature Advanced Placement)  
Grade: 12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
In this advanced placement course, students are engaged in the careful study of literacy works of 
recognized merits with a strong emphasis on British authors.  Through such study, students 
sharpen their awareness of language and their understanding of the writer’s craft.  Writing 
assignments focus on the critical analysis of the author’s use of tone, diction, detail, point of 
view, organization, and syntax in expositions, short stories, poems, plays, novels and dramas. 
Author’s purpose is also fully discussed and essays are written to show understanding.  Timed 
writing is continued. Technology is incorporated throughout the year creatively for presentations 
regarding historical connections to novels and authors, research, visual connections, and media. 
Emphasis will also be given to a major research project/paper (including oral presentation and 
visual representation) on an appropriate topic.  
 
 
 



English IV - Dual Credit 1301&1302 
Grade: 12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1   
Prerequisite:  Passing score on TSI, or exempt based on ACT/SAT scores.  
Credit: 1 high school credit/3 - 6 hours college English credit from Weatherford College 
This course merges a one-year high school course that applies ½ credit per semester toward high 
school graduation with two separate three-semester hour college credit courses. The course 
covers a Study of English literature from the beginning of literary development through the 
twentieth century, correlating the various periods of English literature with the historical events 
of each period. The Weatherford College syllabi require that students develop critical reading, 
writing, and thinking skills vital to the composition process. Students will learn techniques for 
effective oral and written expression through the blending of the essential elements and the 
college level writing competencies, including essay writing, spelling, vocabulary development, 
and library research. College courses English 1301 and English 1302 are taught simultaneously 
with English IV. 
 
CPELA 4 
Grade: 12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
This is a college prep English course.  This is for students who struggle with English and may 
need help passing the ELA portion of the TSI.  This course is a critical reading and writing class 
for students who are college bound and need to improve their reading and writing skills. Please 
check with your English 3 teacher to determine in you need this course or regular English 4.    
 
Journalism 
Grade: 9-12 Length:  1 Year

Credit:  1  
In Journalism, students are expected to write in a variety of forms and for a variety of audiences 
and purposes.  Students will learn journalistic traditions, research self-selected topics, and learn 
the principles of publishing.  In addition, students will survey a variety of forms of mass media 
and technology of writing, editing, design, photojournalism, and publishing to enhance 
communication skills. 
 
Yearbook Production I, II, and III  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Students in this advanced journalism course will ultimately plan and produce a solid, journalistic 
yearbook that BHS students and faculty can be proud of. Students, working as a team, will 
exercise journalistic and ethical judgement at all times, while planning and creating the BHS 
yearbook. This course requires meeting deadlines and attending after-school work sessions. 
Prerequisite: staff application. 
 
Debate I, II, III, IV 
Grade: 9-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Emphasis is on the development of skills in analysis, research, and organization in debate.  This 
program provides opportunities to prepare and present debate in a variety of competitive 
contexts. 
 
 
 



Independent Study in English:  Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit:  .5 – 1 
This class is an elective you will be taking for one semester or one year on the Old Testament 
and/or New Testament and its impact on society. The purpose of this class is to teach you 
knowledge of biblical content, characters, poetry, and narratives that are prerequisites to 
understanding contemporary society and culture, including literature, art, music, moral attitudes, 
rhetoric, and public policy. This class will familiarize you with the contents, literary style, 
structure, and influence of the Old and/or New Testament on law, history, government, literature, 
art, music, customs, and culture 
 
Creative Writing  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit:  .5 - 1  
Prerequisite: None 
Through creative writing, we will explore narrative/memoir writing, social commentary through 
song lyrics & poetry, children's literature (we'll write a children's book), short stories, creative 
nonfiction, and lots more.... Students will take the liberty to choose their topics, as well as share 
their writings with the class during optional read-aloud sessions. 
 
Humanities:  World Mythology  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit:  .5 – 1 
World Mythology is an ELA Humanities elective course.  This course explores how myths relate 
to great human themes that run through the world’s cultures, how myths have come about in 
various parts of the world, and how they have functioned in society, reshaping to reflect changes. 
It offers an overview of world mythology, the study of myths:  their nature, functions, symbolism 
and uses; their cultural contexts, artistic expressions, and influence on contemporary life. 
 
Oral Interpretation  
Grades 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 credit 
Oral interpretation is not just reading aloud. It is an art form that requires the performer to bring 
the written word to life. Students must articulate clearly, project their voices effectively, and 
immerse themselves intellectually and emotionally into their material. The aims of the course are 
to enlarge, broaden and deepen student’s appreciation of literature through analysis and 
performance. Oral Interpretation is a highly experiential course that introduces the skills of 
literary analysis for the purpose of oral interpretive performance. Students will focus on 
advanced acting techniques, interpreting dramatic literature, prose and poetry. Students will be 
required to perform and participate in a wide variety of oral interpretation competitions and 
performances, including but not limited to community activities, UIL, and The National Speech 
and Debate Association. This course may require some after-school rehearsals and performances. 
All students in this course are required to participate in tournaments and rehearsals leading up to 
tournaments.  
 
Visual Media Analysis Production 
Grades: 9-12 Length: 1 Semester Credit: .5 
Students interpret various media forms for a variety of purposes. Students critique and analyze 
the significance of visual representations and learn to produce media messages to communicate a 
specific purpose with others. 
 



Communication Application 
Grades: 9-12 Length: 1 Semester Credits: .5 
Students enrolled in Communication Applications will identify, analyze, develop and evaluate 
communication skills in interpersonal situations, group interactions, and personal and 
professional presentations. 
 
Advanced Broadcast Journalism I-III (Beginning 2020-2021) 
Grades: 10-12 Length: 1 Semester Credits: .5 
The ability to access, analyze, evaluate and produce communication in a variety of forms is an 
important part of language development. Students apply and use journalistic skills for a variety 
of purposes. Students learn the laws and ethical considerations that affect broadcast journalism; 
learn the role and function of broadcast journalism; critique and analyze the significance of 
visual representations; and learn to produce by creating a broadcast journalism product. Students 
learn production and the responsibilities that fall under directing, producing, and maintaining a 
weekly radio show in this year-long course. Skills are demonstrated through student direction of 
an extended radio show. Performance skills will be continually practiced and refined. 
 

 
MATH 

 
Four credits of mathematics are required for graduation.  Bridgeport High School offers a 
diversified program to meet the needs and interests of all students. 
 
Algebra I  
Grade: 9 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
This course shall be the initial mathematics course designed for students enrolled in high school. 
Emphasis shall be placed upon the development of understanding basic algebra principles.  
Attention shall be given to signed numbers, integer exponents, scientific notation, linear systems, 
and algebra applications.  Linear equations and graphs are heavily emphasized.  Word problems 
are used on a regular basis.  This course will count as 1 math credit. 
 
Algebra I Pre-AP 
Grade: 9 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
This course shall be the advanced mathematics course designed for students enrolled in high 
school.  Emphasis shall be placed upon the understanding of algebra principles.  
Attention shall be given to signed numbers, integer exponents, scientific notation, linear systems, 
and algebra applications.  Linear equations and graphs are heavily emphasized.  Word problems 
are used on a regular basis.  This course will count as 1 math credit. 
 
Geometry  
Grade:  10 Length: 1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Algebra I 
The course in geometry shall be comprised of content from the standard Euclidean Geometry 
with increased emphasis on coordinate geometry and algebraic proof.  In addition, the course 
shall incorporate the essentials of solid geometry through the extension of two dimensional 
concepts, relationships, and applications to the third dimension. 
 



Geometry Pre-AP  
Grade:  9-10 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
This course is designed to enrich the regular geometry course with extensive use of 
problem-solving techniques and discovery activities.  Students will study the use of geometry in 
optics, chemistry, ecology, space, architecture, nature, etc.  Activities will promote critical 
thinking and real-world applications of geometry concepts. 
 
Algebra II  
Grade:  10-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Algebra I and Geometry 
Algebra II is a course designed for students who have had Algebra I.  It includes a review of 
Algebra I and then introduces new topics, as they are needed.  The emphasis of this course is on 
equation solving and its application.  Mathematical concepts redeveloped and then expanded to 
use in real problem situations.  Each student should have a solid background in algebra on the 
completion of this course. 
 
Algebra II Pre-AP  
Grade:  10-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Algebra II Pre-AP is a course designed for students who have had Algebra I.  It includes a 
review of Algebra I and then introduces new topics, as they are needed.  The emphasis of this 
course is on equation solving and application.  Mathematical concepts are redeveloped and then 
expanded to use in real problem situation.  Topics will be expanded to adequately prepare 
students for upper level mathematical classes. 
 
Algebra 2 On Ramps /College Algebra 1-Math 1314 
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
In this course, students deepen their critical thinking skills and develop their ability to persist 
through challenges as they explore function families: Linear, Absolute value, Radical, Rational, 
and Logarithmic.  This course will give students Algebra 2 high school credit and a possibility of 
earning College math 1314 credit through University of Texas.  
 
Algebraic Reasoning 
Grade: 11 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Students will build on the knowledge and skills for mathematics in Algebra 1, continue with the 
development of mathematical reasoning related to algebraic understandings and processes, and 
deepen a foundation for studies in subsequent mathematics courses.  Students will broaden their 
knowledge of functions and relationships, including linear, quadratic, square root, rational, cubic, 
cube root, exponential, absolute value, and logarithmic functions.  
 
Financial Math- PREREQUISITE IS ALGEBRA 2! 
Grade: 12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Financial Mathematics is a course about personal money management in which we will integrate 
career and post-secondary education planning into financial decision making.  Students will 
apply critical-thinking skills to analyze personal financial decisions based on current and 
projected economic factors.  It focuses on planning, services for financial and investment 
planning, banking, and insurance.  
 



Pre-Calculus  
Grade:  11-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II  
Pre-calculus is a course designed to prepare students to take calculus.  This course will extend 
the student’s knowledge in algebra and geometry.  This course will also contain the same 
material as a college trigonometry course.  Topics will include circular functions, linear 
functions, polar equations, complex numbers, mathematical theory, theory of equations, 
transcendental functions, matrices, and series and sequences. 
 
AP Calculus AB  
Grade:  11-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
This course is designed for the student who has displayed exceptional ability in mathematics 
and/or who plans to enter a filed in which advanced mathematics is necessary.  The course will 
prepare the student for college calculus, possibly enabling the student to place out of the first 
semester of college calculus via the Calculus AB Advanced Placement Exam or other exams. 
 
College Prep Math 
Grade: 10-12  Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
College Prep Math will prepare students for college entrance exams and college-level 
mathematics. This course will strengthen the student's ability to solve problems involving: linear 
and non-linear algebra, applications of geometric principles, interpreting graphs and charts, 
fundamental trigonometry, and statistical analysis. College Prep will also focus on test-taking 
strategies for the ACT/SAT. 
 
Math Models 
Grade: 10 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
This course is designed to reinforce Algebra 1 skills.  This is for students who struggled and did 
not do well in Algebra 1.  Please check with your Algebra 1 math teacher to see if this course is 
needed before going into Geometry.  
 
AP Calculus BC and or Independent Studies 
These classes may be offered to students who have completed Calculus and who may desire to 
continue their mathematical studies.  These courses will cover topics required by the state and 
will be offered on an as needed basis.  Approval from the math department head is required. 
This is an independent study course and will not count towards GPA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SCIENCE 
 
Four credits of science are required for graduation.  Bridgeport High School offers a diversified 
program to meet the needs and interests of all students. 
 
Integrated Physics and Chemistry 
Grade: 9 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Physical Science is a study of the physical and chemical interactions of matter.  The course 
covers introductory concepts in chemistry and introductory concepts in physics.  The course 
stresses an operational understanding of fundamental concepts in these disciplines. Student’s 
laboratory investigations will emphasize accurate observations, collection of data, analysis of 
data, and the safe manipulation of experimental apparatus in the laboratory.  Topics of study will 
include analysis of motion, mechanics, waves, energy sources, heat, changes in matt 
 
Biology  
Grade: 9-10 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
In Biology, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions using critical-thinking and scientific problem 
solving.  Students in Biology study a variety of topics that include structures and functions of 
cells and viruses; growth and development of organisms; cells, tissues and organs; nucleic acids 
and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfer in living 
organisms; living systems; homeostasis; and plants and the environment. 
 
Biology Pre-AP 
Grade: 9 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Pre-AP Biology is an extensive and rigorous laboratory-centered course with emphasis on logical 
analysis of data to form valid conclusions.  The student will conduct experimental research 
projects following scientific thought processes.  Concepts covered in the course will be 
TEKS-defined.  Specific items of study will include cellular structure, function and replication, 
protein synthesis and genetics, natural selection and speciation, comparative study of plants and 
animal systems including classification of these organisms, adaptive lifestyles of organisms, and 
the harmful and beneficial interaction of the organisms with their environment. 
 
Chemistry  
Grade: 10-12            Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
In Chemistry, students conduct laboratory investigations through the use of scientific thought 
and inquiry. The student will learn the proper techniques in setting up, running, collecting data, 
analyzing the data and developing a valid conclusion from the analysis of data in an 
experimental process.  Safety will be stressed during experimentation.  Students study a variety 
of topics that include characteristics of matter, energy transformations during physical and 
chemical changes, atomic structure, periodic table and the periodic law, behavior of gases, 
bonding, nuclear energy, oxidation-reduction reactions, chemical equations, solutes, properties of 
solutions, acids and bases, and chemical reactions.  Students will investigate how chemistry is an 
integral part of their daily lives. 
 
 
 



Chemistry Pre-AP  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
This course description is the same as Chemistry with the exception that Pre-AP is much more 
detailed and prepares the student for the Advanced Placement chemistry course. 
 
Physics  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Biology and Algebra I 
Physics is the study of the interactions of matter and energy.  Students are introduced to basic 
concepts in the areas of motion, mechanics, waves, heat, optical devices, electricity, magnetism, 
and quantum theory. Student investigations emphasize accurate observations, collection and 
analysis of data, and the safe manipulation of laboratory apparatus and materials 
 
Physics Pre-AP  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Pre-AP Physics exceeds the traditional survey course by providing a more in-depth study of 
physics principles and issues.  Topics presented in the Pre-AP Physics course will target the 
pre-professional student (i.e. engineering and health professions).  Lecture topics will include 
kinematics, statics, non-linear motion, thermodynamics, energy conservation laws, wave 
properties, sound, light, and optics. Mathematical calculations involving these areas are integral 
components of the course. 
 
Anatomy and Physiology  
Grade: 12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisites: Biology, Physics and Chemistry or concurrent enrollment in Chemistry 
In Anatomy and Physiology, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific 
methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific 
problem solving.  Students in Anatomy and Physiology study a variety of topics, including the 
structure and function of the human body and the interaction of body systems for maintaining 
homeostasis.  
 
Aquatic Science  
Grade: 12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry or concurrent enrollment in Chemistry 
Aquatic science is a lab-oriented course with many opportunities for learning both in the 
laboratory and the classroom.  Students will be given opportunities to examine aquatic specimens 
and learning will be enhanced as they care of aquatic life in the classroom. 
 
AP Biology  
Grade:  12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
AP Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course.  This 
course provides a student with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical 
skills necessary to deal critically with the changing science of biology.  
 
 
 
 



Environmental Systems  
Grade:  11-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Biology, Chemistry and Physics or concurrent enrollment in Chemistry 
In Environmental Systems, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific 
methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific 
problem solving. Students study a variety of topics that include: biotic and abiotic factors in 
habitats, ecosystems and biomes, interrelationships among resources and an environmental 
system, sources and flow of energy through an environmental system, relationship between 
carrying capacity and changes in populations and ecosystems, and changes in environments. 
 
AP Environmental Science  
Grade: 12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific 
principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the inter- relationships of the 
natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems, both natural and human-made, to 
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions 
for resolving or preventing them. 
 
Advanced Animal Science 
Grade:  11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources, Small Animal 
Management or Equine Science, Biology, Chemistry or IPC, Algebra I and Geometry. This 
may only serve as the fourth science course.  Recommended Prerequisite: Veterinary 
Medical Applications. 
This course will be 60% course work and 40% lab.  Students will develop knowledge and skills 
related to animal systems, career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry standards. 
Students will also learn about the scientific process and principles as applied through the animal 
industry. 
 
College Biology Dual Credit 
Grade: 12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
This course will be taken at Weatherford College and is for seniors only.  Students will receive 
high school science credit and college biology credit for non-science majors.  

 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

Throughout the Social Studies curriculum, students build a foundation in history, geography,  
economics, government, citizenship, culture, science, technology, and social studies skills. The 
content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the 
importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic 
democratic values of our world. 
 
World Geography Studies  
Grade: 9 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
World Geography is a comprehensive study of the relationship between people and their physical 
environment. It is a basic study of regional and world geography including map reading, cultural 
geography and physical geography. 



World Geography Pre-AP  
Grade: 9 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
This course covers all the essential elements of the regular course at a faster pace and in more 
depth, and includes independent study and research to enable students to develop necessary 
knowledge and critical-thinking skills. This course is designed to meet the needs of students who 
are GT, college bound, or desire advanced course work. 
 
AP Human Geography  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
The purpose of the AP course in Human Geography is to introduce students to the systematic 
study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of 
Earth’s surface.  Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human 
social organization and its environmental consequences.  They also learn about the methods and 
tools geographers use in their science and practice.  
 
World History  
Grade: 10  Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: World Geography 
World History is the study of significant people, events and issues from the earliest times to the 
present. Traditional historical points of reference in world history are identified as students 
analyze important events in western civilization as well as in civilizations in other parts of the 
world. 
 
AP World History  
Grade: 10 Length: 1 Year  Credit: 1  
The purpose of AP World History is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global 
processes and contacts, in interaction with different types of human societies.  While this course 
meets the World History credit for graduation, it is an accelerated course demanding extensive 
reading and essay writing equivalent to a college-level course.  The demands placed upon the 
student will prepare them for other AP courses offered through the BHS Social Studies 
department. 
 
United States History  
Grade: 11 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: World Geography & World History 
In this course, which is the second part of a two-year study of U.S. History that begins in grade 
8, students study the history of the United States since Reconstruction to the present. Historical 
content focuses on the political, economic and social events and issues related to industrialization 
and urbanization, major wars, domestic and foreign policies of the Cold War and post-Cold War 
eras, and reform movements including civil rights. 
 
AP US History  
Grade: 11 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
This course is designed to prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses. 
Students learn to assess historical material-their relevance to a given issue, their reliability, and 
their importance, and to weight the evidence and interpretations presented in historical 
scholarship.  Students will be encouraged to take the AP US History exam in May. 



US History - Dual Credit 1301&1302 
Grade: 11-12 Length:  1 Year   
Prerequisite:  Passing score on TSI, or exempt based on ACT/SAT scores.  
Credit: 1 high school credit/3 - 6 hours college English credit per semester from 
Weatherford College 
This course merges a one-year high school course that applies ½ credit per semester toward high 
school graduation with two separate three-semester hour college credit courses. In this course, 
students study the history of the United States since Reconstruction to the present. Historical 
content focuses on the political, economic and social events and issues related to industrialization 
and urbanization, major wars, domestic and foreign policies of the Cold War and post-Cold War 
eras, and reform movements including civil rights. College courses History 1301 and History 
1302 are taught simultaneously with US History. 
 
Economics  
Grade: 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 
The study of Economics is the culmination of the economic content and concepts studied from 
Kindergarten through required secondary courses. The focus is on the basic principles 
concerning production, consumption, and distribution of goods and services in the United States 
and a comparison with those in other countries. 
 
AP Economics  
Grade: 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 
This AP course in macroeconomics is designed to give students a thorough understanding of the 
principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole, while placing particular 
emphasis on the study of national income and price determination and develop students’ 
familiarity with economic performance measure, economic growth, and international economics.  
 
U. S. Government  
Grade: 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5  
In Government, the focus is on the principles and beliefs upon which the United States was 
founded and on the structure, functions, and powers of government and the national, state and 
local levels. 
 
AP U. S. Government  
Grade: 12 Length Semester Credit: .5  
This course gives students a critical perspective on government and politics in the U.S.  It 
involves both study of general concepts used to interpret American politics and the analysis of 
specific case studies. The course requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, 
and ideas that make up the American political reality.  Students are prepared for intermediate and 
advanced college courses by requiring performance equivalent to full-year introductory college 
courses.  Throughout the Social Studies curriculum, students build a foundation in history; 
geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science; technology; and social studies 
skills. The content as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the 
importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic 
democratic values of our world. 
 

 



SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 
 
Personal Financial Literacy  
Grade: 9-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5  
Personal Financial Literacy will develop citizens who have the knowledge and skills to make 
sound, informed financial decisions that will allow them to lead financially secure lifestyles and 
understand personal financial responsibility. The knowledge gained in this course has 
far-reaching effects for students personally as well as the economy as a whole. When citizens 
make wise financial decisions, they gain opportunities to invest in themselves, build businesses, 
consume goods and services in a responsible way, and secure a future without depending on 
outside assistance. The economy benefits from the optimal use of resources, increased 
consumption, and strong local businesses. State and local governments benefit with steady 
revenue streams and reduced future obligations as our society ages. 
 
Sports History 
Grade: 9-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 credit 
In this course students will examine the development of sports through various historical 
perspectives. There will be an emphasis on helping students gain a better understanding of the 
inner relationship that sport has on social, economic, cultural, and political forces that are at 
work in the United States as well as the world. Students will examine the historical context as 
well as the significance of gender, race, ethnicity and social class through readings, primary 
sources, audio and visual materials as well as class discussions. 
 
Latin American Studies 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 credit 
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 
present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage.  Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights 
and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.  
 
Psychology 
Grade: 9-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 credit 
Psychology is the systematic study of individual human behavior and experience. The purpose of 
this course is to introduce the student to the content, terminology, methodology, and application 
of the discipline. 
 
Sociology 
Grade: 9-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 credit 
Sociology is an elective course centered on the behavior of people in groups. Topics included are 
socialization, institutions, social interaction, social change, collective behavior, and competition 
in society.   

 
 
 

 
 

 



HEALTH  
Health Education  
Grade: 9-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 
 
Course content provides studies in health information and skills to become healthy adults. 
Students gain a deeper understanding of the knowledge and behaviors they use to safeguard their 
health, particularly pertaining to health risks.  These studies are approached in view of the 
student’s health status, practices, attitudes, interests and knowledge. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
State requires one year of Physical Education credit in order to graduate which may be obtained 
through the following Physical Education courses or:  
Marching Band  
Athletics I (0080), II (0079), III (0078), IV (0077)  
Cheerleading 
Drill Team (0072) 
Fall and Spring U.I.L. sports that are after-school. 
 
 
Individual or Team Sports  
Grade:  9-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Students in Individual or Team Sports are expected to participate in a wide range of individual 
and team sports that can be pursued for a lifetime.  The continued development of health-related 
fitness and the selection of sports activities that are enjoyable are a major objective of this 
course.  
 
Adventures/Outdoor Education  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Outdoor education is a PE course that focuses on different outdoor skills such as hiking, fishing, 
camping, and hunting.  
 
Aerobic Activities  
Grade:  9-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Aerobic Activities is a course that teaches aerobic exercise and promotes wellness and fitness for 
life.  
 
Athletic Trainer  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite:  Must fill out application and be approved by Athletic Trainer.  
This is a course that also requires time to be spent after school.  The trainer must attend practices 
and games for the sport to which he/she is assigned.  The student trainer will help in restocking 
the training room, record keeping, and many other responsibilities.  This course may count for 1 
P.E. credit. 
 
 
 



Athletics 
Boys Athletics is only for students participating in football and/or basketball. 
9th 
JV/Varsity 
Girls Athletics is only for students participating in volleyball and/or basketball.  
9th 
JV/Varsity  
 
All other UIL sports are awarded a .5 credit for participation at the conclusion of the season at 
the coach’s recommendation. 

 
FINE ARTS 

 
  
Art I  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 Prerequisite: None  
This is an introductory course to the visual arts. The student will explore a variety of concepts 
and media to analyze, create, and evaluate works of art. The student will often choose the content 
and media used for an artwork by setting personal goals that include related vocabulary and 
research. The student will reflect on their progress daily by writing in a personal journal.  
 
Pre-AP Art III  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Art I  
This course is designed to prepare the student for advancing into the AP art program and 
completing a high scoring AP Portfolio in the following years. The student will often choose the 
content and media used for an artwork by setting personal goals that include related vocabulary 
and research. As background for their artmaking, students will also study art history, analyze 
artworks made by others, and reflect on their progress daily by writing in a personal journal. 
 
AP Drawing  
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Pre-AP Art II  
This course is designed to build mastery in the concept, composition, and execution of art and 
prepare the student for the rigors of college-level studio art courses. The student will create a 
portfolio suitable for AP portfolio submission and college applications. Students who enroll in 
this course should be self-motivated and considering a career in the arts. Summer assignments 
are required for entry into this course. Please review the course syllabus to review expectations 
before enrolling. This course specifically focuses on 2-dimensional mediums like drawing and 
painting that require the movement of the artist’s hand to create marks on the page or screen.  
 
AP 3-D Art and Design  
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Pre-AP Art II  
This course is designed to build mastery in the concept, composition, and execution of art and 
prepare the student for the rigors of college-level studio art courses. The student will create a 
portfolio suitable for AP portfolio submission and college applications. Students who enroll in 
this course should be self-motivated and considering a career in the arts. Summer assignments 
are required for entry into this course. Please review the course syllabus to review expectations 
before enrolling. This course specifically focuses on sculpture and other 3-dimensional mediums.  



AP 2-D Art and Design  
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Pre-AP Art II  
This course is designed to build mastery in the concept, composition, and execution of art and 
prepare the student for the rigors of college-level studio art courses. The student will create a 
portfolio suitable for AP portfolio submission and college applications. Students who enroll in 
this course should be self-motivated and considering a career in the arts. Summer assignments 
are required for entry into this course. Please review the course syllabus to review expectations 
before enrolling. This course allows for more freedom of medium including photography and 
collage in addition to painting and drawing.  
 
 
Independent Art Study  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 Prerequisite: Concurrent 
enrollment in Pre-AP or AP course  
In this course students will work independently on personal goals such as their AP portfolio or 
other explorations that will aid them in preparing for entering the art field or taking college art 
courses. Students must also be enrolled in a Pre-AP or AP course.  
 
CTE 
 
Principles of Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 Prerequisite: None  
In this course students will learn the fundamentals of audio/video technology careers while 
creating short films and videos employing live action and animation. Students will view 
technology as an important tool for the artist and use computer programs to facilitate the process 
of exploring, developing ideas, and producing finished work. Students will learn the basics of 
hardware and a variety of art software programs. The student will build a visual electronic 
portfolio throughout the course. Careers in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and 
Communications Career Cluster require a creative aptitude, and strong background in computer 
and technology applications, a strong academic foundation, and a proficiency in oral and written 
communication.  
 
Floral Design  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                       Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 
The student identifies design principles and techniques in floral art and interiors capes, 
demonstrates floral design principles and techniques and develops and formulates ideas from the 
environment The student makes informed judgments about personal designs and the designs of 
others, demonstrates contemporary designs, business practices, specialty items, and creativity in 
the floral industry by developing floral design skills The student knows the management factors 
of floral enterprises and learns the employability characteristics of a successful employee. 
Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part of the Ag Food and Natural Resources Cluster. Each 
student is required to maintain a Supervised Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP).  These can 
consist of anything from an animal project and job placement to ag mechanics and science fair 
projects. Each class will also be working on training several leadership development event 
(LDE) and career development event (CDE) teams. This course meets the requirement of the 
full-year Fine Arts graduation credit. 



Music Band I  
Grade:  9-12 Length:  1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite:  Middle School Band or Director Approval  
Band I is included as part of the sequential program in instrumental instruction. Course 
objectives as applicable to level 1 include the development of skills in artistic and analytical 
perception; creative expression through the development of basic performance skills; the ability 
to synthesize music of various historical and cultural heritages; and to acquire critical thinking 
skills through the assessment of established musical and artistic criteria.  
 
Music Band II  
Grade:  10-12          Length:  1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite:  Band I 
Band II is included as part of the sequential program in instrumental instruction.  Course 
objectives as applicable to level II include the development of skills in artistic and analytical 
perception; creative expression through the development of basic performance skills; the ability 
to synthesize music of various historical and cultural heritages; and to acquire critical thinking 
skills through the assessment of established musical and artistic criteria.  
 
Music Band III  
Grade:  11-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Band I, II 
Band III is included as part of the sequential program in instrumental instruction.  Course 
objectives, as applicable to level III, include the development of skills in artistic and analytical 
perception; creative expression through the development of advanced performance skills; the 
ability to synthesize music of various historical and cultural heritages; and to acquire critical 
thinking skills through the assessment of established musical and artistic criteria.  
 
Music Band IV  
Grade:  12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite: Band I, II, III 
Band IV is included as part of the sequential program in instrumental instruction.  Course 
objectives, as applicable to level IV, include the development of skills in artistic and analytical 
perception; creative expression through the development of advanced performance skills; the 
ability to synthesize music of various historical and cultural heritages; and to acquire critical 
thinking skills through the assessment of established musical and artistic criteria.  
 
Jazz Band I  
Grade: 9-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Director’s consent, HS Band member 
As a uniquely American art form, Jazz provides a significant cultural supplement to the standard 
instrumental program.  Within this context, students develop technical, analytical, and creative 
skills through the detailed study of the genres of traditional jazz, be-bop, blues, and swing.  
 
 
 
 
 



Jazz Band II  
Grade:  10-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Jazz Band I, HS Band member 
As a uniquely American art form, Jazz provides a significant cultural supplement to the standard 
instrumental program.  Within this context, students develop technical, analytical, and creative 
skills through the detailed study of the genres of traditional jazz, be-bop, blues, and swing.  
 
Jazz Band III  
Grade:  11-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Jazz Band II, HS Band member 
As a uniquely American art form, Jazz provides a significant cultural supplement to the standard 
instrumental program.  Within this context, students develop technical, analytical, and creative 
skills through the detailed study of the genres of traditional jazz, be-bop, blues, and swing. 
 
Jazz Band IV  
Grade:  12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Jazz Band III, HS Band member 
As a uniquely American art form, Jazz provides a significant cultural supplement to the standard 
instrumental program.  Within this context, students develop technical, analytical, and creative 
skills through the detailed study of the genres of traditional jazz, be-bop, blues, and swing.  
 
Music Appreciation 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
This year long course introduces students to the elements, instrumentation, and historical periods 
of music.  Students will learn the significance of surroundings and time periods and how they 
both influenced the music of the day.  Students will listen to and evaluate several types of music, 
and will be assessed through projects, presentations, and exams on the knowledge and 
understanding of music. 
 
Dual Credit Music Appreciation 
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit:1 
Credit: 1 high school credit/3 hours college credit from Weatherford College  
Prerequisite: Passing scores on TSI, or exempt based on ACT/SAT scores 
General survey of the history and literature of music, with the goal of intelligent listening and 
appreciation on the part of students. Important composers, forms, and characteristics of music are 
heard through recordings and live performances. No previous knowledge of music required. 
Recital attendance is required.  
 
Mariachi Band I 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
This course is a beginning course designed for the purpose of allowing students to learn the 
styles and techniques that will allow them to perform in an ensemble which has a selected 
membership and which specializes in performing beginning level Mariachi ensemble literature.  
 
 
 
 



Mariachi Band II, III, IV  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
This course is a course designed for the purpose of allowing students to learn the styles and 
techniques that will allow them to perform in an ensemble which has a selected membership and 
which specializes in performing beginning level Mariachi ensemble literature. Prerequisite for 
the course is Mariachi Band I. 
 
History of Rock and Roll & American Popular Music (Applied Music) 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Description:  Study of the origins and innovators of rock and roll music. Course will examine the 
musical, historical and sociological significance of variety of genres.  A survey of American 
popular music from the nineteenth century to the present day. Beginning with Tin Pan Alley and 
Broadway, the course traces many major developments in American popular music, such as rock 
and roll, country music, soul, funk, disco, punk rock, and hip-hop.  
  
Theater Arts I  
Grade:  9-12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  None 
The student will develop concepts about self, relationships and the environment through 
expressive use of the body and voice, acting concepts, interpretation of characters and creating 
dramatizations.  They will apply theater production concepts and study historical and cultural 
influences on theater.  They will attend and evaluate the theatrical performances. 
 
Theater Production I, II, III  
Grade: 9-12 Length:  1 Year            Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Approval from the Theater Arts teacher 
This class is dedicated to the production of plays and affords students the opportunity to design 
and construct sets, from building flats for walls to special-effects painting; design and construct 
costumes; practice special-effects stage makeup; learn and operate lighting and sound systems; 
and rehearse and perform.  Students enrolled in this course will participate in diverse projects, 
problem-solving and exploring vocational aspects of theatre.  All coursework is project-based. 
Students in this class will produce at least two plays each year.  Advanced students will create a 
portfolio of their work. 
 
Musical Theatre I, II, III, IV                  
Grade: 9-12                          Length: 1 Year             Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Approval from the Directors (audition required)  
 Musical Theatre class is an exploration of American Musical Theatre. Students will study the 
work of the actor/singer/dancer and use their gained knowledge to develop as performers in these 
areas. Students will prepare and present as soloists as well as members of small groups and 
larger ensembles. Students will prepare material for class presentation and critique. There will 
also be a focus on the audition process as well as musical theatre history and repertoire. The class 
will participate in showcase performances each semester. 
  
 
 
 



Choir I, II, III, IV 
Grades:  9 - 12 Length:  1 Year Credit:  1  
Choir students have all levels of music knowledge and a desire to grow as a singer and musician. 
Repertoire consists of traditional choral music as well as folk, American, and pop music. Basic 
and advanced vocal techniques will be explored and performed. Singers will build upon their 
developing knowledge of sight-reading skills. Students may participate in individual 
competitions like the Texas All-State choir process and UIL Solo and Ensemble competition. 
Membership requires several outside of class rehearsals and performances throughout the year. 
 
AP Music Theory 
Grades: 9-12                          Length: 1 year                Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: At least 1 year of Choir or Band and teacher approval 
This course provides high school students the opportunity to develop, practice, and master music 
theory skills such as composition, analysis, sight-reading, and ear training. In this course you will 
be exposed to concepts covered in the first year of college Music Theory through listening, 
performance, written, and analytical exercises and to prepare you for success on the College 
Board's Advanced Placement Music Theory Exam. The ability to read and write musical notation 
is fundamental to success in this course along with basic performance skills in voice or an 
instrument. 
 
DANCE 
Grades: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
The beginning class offers an introduction to basic dance movement and the basic elements of 
music and rhythm.  This course includes rhythmic, isolated and expressive movement as well as 
elemental concepts of space, time, and force.  This course is for students with little or no 
previous dance training. 
 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 

Spanish I  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Basic concepts of the Spanish language are presented. Emphasis will be placed on listening 
skills, pronunciation and speaking skills and grammar. Classes are successive and progressive on 
material covered. Cultural and historical aspects of Hispanic life will be studied. Students need to 
review and practice every day during their home study time in order to become proficient. 
 
Spanish II  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Spanish I 
The objectives of the course evolve from the TEKS for LOTE required by the state. The program 
is sequential and is composed of skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing; an awareness 
of the history of the Hispanic people; and skills that result in the application of the language 
learning process to the study of other languages. Emphasis is placed on oral proficiency. 
 
 
 



Spanish III  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Spanish I & II (with a 90 average in Spanish II.) 
Spanish III is an honors course that covers history, culture and advanced Spanish grammar of all 
Spanish-speaking countries.  The student should be able to engage in oral and written exchanges 
to socialize and to provide and obtain information in Spanish.  It is a full-year course. 
 
Spanish IV-AP Literature and Composition 
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Spanish IV is an honors course that covers literature, art, and advanced Spanish grammar.  The 
student must be able to interpret and demonstrate understanding of a simple, straightforward, 
spoken and written language such as instructions, directions, announcements, reports, 
conversations, brief descriptions, and narrations; and present information and convey messages 
on every-day topics to listeners and readers. 
 
ASL 1 (American Sign Language) 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 year  Credit: 1 credit 
American Sign Language 1 A/B (ASL 1) introduces students to the language and culture of Deaf 
people in the United States. The course will focus on specific language and cultural behaviors, as 
well as introduce students to the grammar of ASL. Both expressive and receptive skills of 
students will be the focus of the course, with a major emphasis placed on receptive skills. 
Students will participate extensively in interactive classroom activities using the “Voices Off” 
Policy to ensure ASL immersion. Instructional materials and resources are varied. Performance 
measures are all inclusive: tests; quizzes; projects; live performances; video uploads; textbook 
work; and active participation. 
 
ASL 2 (American Sign Language 2) 
Grades: 9-12 Length: 1 year Credit: 1 credit 
American Sign Language continues the teaching of ASL, moving from signing concrete concepts 
to abstract concepts. Additional vocabulary, grammar and culture is covered to build on the core 
knowledge of the language. Both expressive and receptive skills of students will be the focus of 
the course, with an equal emphasis. Students will participate extensively in interactive classroom 
activities using the “Voices Off” Policy to ensure ASL immersion and instructional materials and 
performance measures are comparable to ASL 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

***All classes listed in the BHS Course Catalog may not be offered every year*** 
 

BUSINESS & INDUSTRY ENDORSEMENT 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES CAREER PATHWAY 

Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources  
Grade: 9-11 or any FIRST YEAR Ag Student       Length: 1 Year         Credit: 1  
This course allows students to develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, personal 
development, globalization, industry standards, details, practices, and expectations. To prepare for 
success, students need to have opportunities to learn, reinforce, experience, apply, and transfer their 
knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part of the Ag Food 
and Natural Resources Cluster. Each student is required to maintain a Supervised Agricultural Experience 
Project (SAEP).  These can consist of anything from an animal project and job placement to ag mechanics 
and science fair projects. Each class will also be working on training several leadership development 
event (LDE) and career development event (CDE) teams.  
 
 

AG MECHANICS PROGRAM OF STUDY 
 
Agricultural Mechanics and Metal Technologies  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                       Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 
The student learns the employability skills of a successful employee to meet current industry 
standards and society, follows operating instructions for tools and equipment to perform a given 
task, identifies and performs electric wiring skills, and plumbing skills. The student identifies 
fencing methods, performs appropriate cold and hot metal techniques and knows metal merging 
technology and processes relating to assembly of equipment in agricultural systems operations. 
The student plans and performs cost-effective construction techniques. Bridgeport FFA is an 
intra-curricular part of the Ag Food and Natural Resources Cluster. Each student is required to 
maintain a Supervised Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP).  These can consist of anything 
from an animal project and job placement to ag mechanics and science fair projects. Each class 
will also be working on training several leadership development event (LDE) and career 
development event (CDE) teams.  
 
Agriculture Equipment Design & Fabrication  
Grade: 11-12                          Length: 1 Year                       Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources and Agricultural 
Mechanics and Metal Technologies 
In Agricultural Equipment Design and Fabrication, students will acquire knowledge and skills 
related to the design and fabrication of agricultural equipment. To prepare for careers in 
mechanized agriculture and technical systems, students must attain knowledge and skills related 
to agricultural equipment design and fabrication. Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part of the 
Ag Food and Natural Resources Cluster. Each student is required to maintain a Supervised 
Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP).  These can consist of anything from an animal project 
and job placement to ag mechanics and science fair projects. Each class will also be working on 



training several leadership development event (LDE) and career development event (CDE) 
teams.  
 
Agriculture Structures Design & Fabrication  
Grade: 11-12                          Length: 1 Year                       Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources and Agriculture 
Mechanics & Metal Technology 
 In Agricultural Structures Design and Fabrication, students will explore career opportunities, 
entry requirements, and industry expectations. To prepare for careers in mechanized agriculture 
and technical systems, students must attain knowledge and skills related to agricultural structures 
design and fabrication. Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part of the Ag Food and Natural 
Resources Cluster. Each student is required to maintain a Supervised Agricultural Experience 
Project (SAEP).  These can consist of anything from an animal project and job placement to ag 
mechanics and science fair projects. Each class will also be working on training several 
leadership development event (LDE) and career development event (CDE) teams.  
 
 
Agricultural Power Systems (Double Block Course) 
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 2 
Agricultural Power Systems is designed to develop an understanding of power and control 
systems as related to energy sources, small and large power systems, and agricultural machinery. 
To prepare for careers in agricultural power, structural, and technical systems, students must 
attain academic skills and knowledge; acquire technical knowledge and skills related to power, 
structural, and technical agricultural systems and the workplace; and develop knowledge and 
skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, industry certifications, and industry 
expectations. 

 
 

ANIMAL SCIENCE PROGRAM OF STUDY 
 
Equine Science  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: Semester                       Credit: .5 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 
The student will analyze the proper care, nutrition, and selection of horses. Additionally, issues 
facing the equine industry will be researched.  Finally, students will delve into the broad world of 
careers in the equine industry.  Animals to be covered could include, but are not limited to, 
horses, mules, and donkeys. Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part of the Ag Food and 
Natural Resources Cluster. Each student is required to maintain a Supervised Agricultural 
Experience Project (SAEP).  These can consist of anything from an animal project and job 
placement to ag mechanics and science fair projects. Each class will also be working on training 
several leadership development event (LDE) and career development event (CDE) teams.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Small Animal Management  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: Semester                       Credit: .5 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 
The student describes the importance of responsible small animal ownership, learns the hazards 
associated with working in the small animal industry and evaluates current topics in animal 
rights and animal welfare.  The student knows the care and management requirements for a 
variety of small animals, examines career opportunities in small animal care and learns the 
employability characteristics of a successful employee.   Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular 
part of the Ag Food and Natural Resources Cluster. Each student is required to maintain a 
Supervised Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP).  These can consist of anything from an 
animal project and job placement to ag mechanics and science fair projects. Each class will also 
be working on training several leadership development event (LDE) and career development 
event (CDE) teams.  
 
Advanced Animal Science  
Grade:  11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources, Small Animal 
Management or Equine Science, Biology, Chemistry or IPC, Algebra I and Geometry. 
Recommended Prerequisite: Veterinary Medical Applications. 
This course will be 60% course work and 40% lab.  Students will develop knowledge and skills 
related to animal systems, career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry standards. 
Students will also learn about the scientific process and principles as applied through the animal 
industry. Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part of the Ag Food and Natural Resources 
Cluster. Each student is required to maintain a Supervised Agricultural Experience Project 
(SAEP).  These can consist of anything from an animal project and job placement to ag 
mechanics and science fair projects. Each class will also be working on training several 
leadership development event (LDE) and career development event (CDE) teams.  
 
Veterinary Medical Applications  
Grade: 11-12                          Length: 1 Year                             Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources, Small Animal 
Management and Equine Science 
The student learns the employability characteristics of a successful employee, researches current 
topics in veterinary medicine, recognizes the importance of animals in society, and discusses 
professional ethics and laws that relate to veterinary medicine.  The student evaluates veterinary 
hospital management and marketing to determine its importance to the success of veterinary 
clinics and hospitals, communicates the importance of medical terminology, evaluates veterinary 
terms to discover their meanings, and demonstrates the ability to use terms correctly.  The 
student explores the area of animal management as it relates to animal identification, animal 
characteristics, and behavioral temperament.  The student investigates the body systems and 
gains a working knowledge of each system's purpose and functions and how each system is 
affected by disease.  The student evaluates animal diseases and identifies internal and external 
parasites.  The student evaluates an animal's health during a clinical examination, determines 
nutritional requirements for ruminant and non-ruminant animals and communicates the importance of 
animal nutrition in maintaining a healthy animal.   The student examines various aspects of clinical 
hematology, identifies and discusses surgical-assisting procedures, skills, and objectives and identifies 
pharmacology-assisting procedures, skills, and objectives that are included in the job description of an 



animal care assistant. Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part of the Ag Food and Natural Resources 
Cluster. Each student is required to maintain a Supervised Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP). 
These can consist of anything from an animal project and job placement to ag mechanics and science fair 
projects. 

 
HORTICULTURE SCIENCE PROGRAM OF STUDY 

 
Floral Design  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                       Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 
The student identifies design principles and techniques in floral art and interiors capes, 
demonstrates floral design principles and techniques and develops and formulates ideas from the 
environment The student makes informed judgments about personal designs and the designs of 
others, demonstrates contemporary designs, business practices, specialty items, and creativity in 
the floral industry by developing floral design skills The student knows the management factors 
of floral enterprises and learns the employability characteristics of a successful employee. 
Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part of the Ag Food and Natural Resources Cluster. Each 
student is required to maintain a Supervised Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP).  These can 
consist of anything from an animal project and job placement to ag mechanics and science fair 
projects. Each class will also be working on training several leadership development event 
(LDE) and career development event (CDE) teams. This course meets the requirement of the 
full-year Fine Arts graduation credit. 
 
Advanced Floral Design 
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
The Advanced Floral Design course is designed to allow students to build on the knowledge and 
skills learned in Floral Design and they are introduced to more advanced floral design concepts, 
with an emphasis on specialty designs and specific occasion planning. 
  
Horticultural Science  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                       Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 
The student learns the employability characteristics of a successful employee, develops technical 
skills associated with the management and production of horticultural plants and identifies 
structures and physiological processes used in plant production. The student manages and 
controls common pests of horticultural plants and demonstrates marketing and management 
skills used in the operation of horticultural businesses. Bridgeport FFA is an intra-curricular part 
of the Ag Food and Natural Resources Cluster. Each student is required to maintain a Supervised 
Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP).  These can consist of anything from an animal project 
and job placement to ag mechanics and science fair projects. Each class will also be working on 
training several leadership development event (LDE) and career development event (CDE) 
teams.  
 
 
 
 
 



Greenhouse Operation & Production (Farm to Table) 
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                       Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 
Greenhouse Operation and Production is designed to develop an understanding of greenhouse 
production techniques and practices. To prepare for careers in horticultural systems, students 
must attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire technical knowledge and skills related to 
horticultural systems and the workplace, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career 
opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations.  Bridgeport FFA is an 
intra-curricular part of the Ag Food and Natural Resources Cluster. Each student is required to 
maintain a Supervised Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP).  These can consist of anything 
from an animal project and job placement to ag mechanics and science fair projects. Each class 
will also be working on training several leadership development event (LDE) and career 
development event (CDE) teams.  
 

BUSINESS & INDUSTRY ENDORSEMENT 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION CAREER PATHWAY 

 
Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance 
Grade: 9-11 or any FIRST YEAR Business Student Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
In Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance, students gain knowledge and skills in 
economies and private enterprise systems, the impact of global business, the marketing of goods 
and services, advertising, and product pricing. Students analyze the sales process and financial 
management principles. This course allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer academic 
knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, problems, and settings in 
business, marketing, and finance. Students gain knowledge and skills in economies and private 
enterprise systems, the impact of global business, marketing of goods and services, advertising 
and product pricing. Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences 
such as career and technical student organizations or other leadership or extracurricular 
organizations. 
 
Accounting 1 
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 year Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles Business, Marketing, and Finance 
In Accounting I, students will investigate the field of accounting, including how it is impacted by 
industry standards as well as economic, financial, technological, international, social, legal, and 
ethical factors. Students will reflect on this knowledge as they engage in the process of 
recording, classifying, summarizing, analyzing, and communicating accounting information. 
Students will formulate and interpret financial information for use in management decision 
making.  
 
Advertising 
Grade: 10-12 Length: .5 Credit: .5 
Prerequisite: Principles of Business, Marketing, and Finance recommended 
Advertising is designed as a comprehensive introduction to the principles and practices of 
advertising. Students will gain knowledge of techniques used in current advertising, including 
print, broadcast, and digital media. The course explores the social, cultural, ethical, and legal 
issues of advertising, historical influences, strategies, media decision processes as well as 



integrated marketing communications, and careers in advertising and sales promotion. The 
course provides an overview of how communication tools can be used to reach target audiences 
and increase consumer knowledge.  
 
Virtual Business 
Grade: 10-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 
Prerequisite: Principles of Business, Marketing & Finance 
Virtual Business is designed for students to start a virtual business by creating a web presence, 
conducting online and off-line marketing, examining contracts appropriate for an online 
business, and demonstrating project-management skills. Students will also demonstrate 
bookkeeping skills for a virtual business, maintain business records, and understand legal issues 
associated with a virtual business.  Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning 
experiences such as career and technical student organizations or other leadership or 
extracurricular organizations. 
 
Career Prep/ Work Program 
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 2-3 
Career Preparation provides opportunities for students to participate in a learning experience that 
combines classroom instruction with paid business and industry employment experiences and 
supports strong partnerships among school, business, and community stakeholders.  
I would like to add, Students will learn about workplace safety, interview skills, customer service 
and working with others during the year. 
 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing 
Grade: 10-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 
This introductory course helps students develop an extensive understanding 
of  marketing  concepts and theories that apply to  sports, entertainment and business. Areas 
covered in this course include: the basics of marketing , target  marketing and segmentation, 
sponsorship, event marketing, promotion and marketing plans. 
  
Social Media Marketing 
Grade: 10-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 
Social Media Marketing is designed to look at the rise of social media and how marketers are 
integrating social media tools in their overall marketing strategy. The course will investigate how 
the marketing community measures success in the new world of social media. Students will 
manage a successful social media presence for an organization, understand techniques for 
gaining customer and consumer buy-in to achieve marketing goals, and properly select social 
media platforms to engage consumers and monitor and measure the results of these efforts. 
Credits: .5 Grade Placement: 10-12 Semesters: 1 Prerequisite: Principles of Business, Marketing, 
and Finance, or any other marketing course recommended. 
  
 

 
 
 
 



BUSINESS & INDUSTRY ENDORSEMENT 

AUDIO/VIDEO CAREER PATHWAY 
 
Principles of Audio Video Technology 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Focuses on careers in designing, producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and publishing 
multimedia content including visual and performing arts and design, journalism, and 
entertainment services. Careers in the AAVTC Career Cluster require a creative aptitude, a 
strong background in computer and technology applications, a strong academic foundation, and a 
proficiency in oral and written communication. 
 

 
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY ENDORSEMENT 

TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION & LOGISTICS CAREER PATHWAY 
 
Principles of Transportation Systems  
Grade: 9-11 FIRST YEAR Transportation Student    Length: Semester          Credit: .5 
In Principles of Transportation Systems, students will gain knowledge and skills in the safe 
application, design, production, and assessment of products, services, and systems. This 
knowledge includes the history, laws and regulations, and common practices used in the 
transportation industry. Students should apply knowledge and skills in the application, design, 
and production of technology as it relates to the transportation industries. This course allows 
students to reinforce, apply, and transfer their academic knowledge and skills to a variety of 
interesting and relevant activities, problems, and settings. Application of the knowledge and 
skills will be provided through hands on experiences in the classroom and laboratory. Students 
are encouraged to become active in the BHS SkillsUSA Chapter. 
 
Small Engine Technology  
Grade: 10-12                       Length: 1 Year                      Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Transportation Systems 
Small Engine Technology I includes knowledge of the function and maintenance [, diagnosis, 
and service] of the systems and components of all types of small engines such as outdoor power 
equipment, motorcycles, generators, and irrigation engines. This course is designed to provide 
training for employment in the small engine technology industry. Instruction includes the repair 
and service of cooling, air, fuel, lubricating, electrical, ignition, and mechanical systems. In 
addition, the student will receive instruction in safety, academic, and leadership skills as well as 
career opportunities Students are encouraged to become active in the BHS SkillsUSA Chapter. 
 
Automotive Basics  
Grade: 10-12                        Length: 1 Year                      Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Transportation Systems 
Automotive Basics includes knowledge of the basic automotive systems and the theory and 
principles of the components that make up each system and how to service these systems. 
Automotive Basics includes applicable safety and environmental rules and regulations. In 
Automotive Basics, students will gain knowledge and skills in the repair, maintenance, and 
servicing of vehicle systems. This study allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer 



academic knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, problems, and 
settings. The focus of this course is to teach safety, tool identification, proper tool use, and 
employability. Students are encouraged to become active in the BHS SkillsUSA Chapter. 
 
Automotive Technology  
Grade: 11-12                        Length: 1 Year                      Credit: 2 
Prerequisite: Automotive Basics  
Automotive Technology includes knowledge of the major automotive systems and the principles 
of diagnosing and servicing these systems. This course includes applicable safety and 
environmental rules and regulations. In Automotive Technology, students will gain knowledge 
and skills in the repair, maintenance, and diagnosis of vehicle systems. This study will allow 
students to reinforce, apply, and transfer academic knowledge and skills to a variety of 
interesting and relevant activities, problems, and settings. The focus of this course is to teach 
safety, tool identification, proper tool use, and employability.  Students are encouraged to 
become active in the BHS Skills USA Chapter. 
 
 

PUBLIC SERVICES ENDORSEMENT 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING CAREER PATHWAY 

 
Principles of Education and Training  
Grade: 9-11 FIRST YEAR Education & Training Student     Length: 1 Year 
Credit: 1 
Principles of Education and Training will introduce learners to the various careers available 
within the education and training career cluster and will provide the foundation students will 
need to go into the Instructional Practices class. Students will use self-knowledge and 
educational and career information to analyze various careers. Students will also gain an 
understanding of the basic knowledge and skills essential to careers within the education and 
training career cluster and develop a graduation plan that leads to a career choice in the student's 
specific interest area. This cluster is not only recommended for those who are interested in 
education, but also those interested in health and social sciences. Students are encouraged to 
become active in the Texas Association of Future Educators (T.A.F.E.) chapter at BHS to learn 
leadership skills, become involved in service projects and participate in fun and interesting field 
trips as well as regional and state leadership activities. 
 
Child Development  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                     Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:   Principles of Education & Training or Principles of Health Science 
Child Development is a technical laboratory course that addresses knowledge and skills related 
to child growth and development from prenatal through school-age children, equipping students 
with child development skills. Students use these skills to promote the well-being and healthy 
development of children and investigate careers related to the care and education of children. 
Students are encouraged to become active in the Texas Association of Future Educators 
(T.A.F.E.) chapter at BHS to learn leadership skills, become involved in service projects and 
participate in fun and interesting field trips as well as regional and state leadership activities.  
 



Counseling & Mental Health  
Grade: 11-12                          Length: 1 Year                     Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Education & Training or Principles of Health Science 
In Counseling and Mental Health, students model the knowledge and skills necessary to pursue a 
counseling and mental health career through simulated environments. Students are expected to 
apply knowledge of ethical and legal responsibilities, limitations, and the implications of their 
actions. Professional integrity in counseling and mental health care is dependent on acceptance 
of ethical and legal responsibilities. Students are encouraged to become active in the Texas 
Association of Future Educators (T.A.F.E.) chapter at BHS to learn leadership skills, become 
involved in service projects and participate in fun and interesting field trips as well as regional 
and state leadership activities. 
 
 
Family and Community  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Principles of Education and Training or Principles of Health Science 
This laboratory-based course is designed to involve students in realistic and meaningful 
community-based activities through direct service experiences. Students are provided 
opportunities to interact and provide services to individuals, families, and the community 
through community or volunteer services. Emphasis is placed on developing and enhancing 
organizational and leadership skills and characteristics.  Students are encouraged to become 
active in the Texas Association of Future Educators (T.A.F.E.) chapter at BHS to learn 
leadership skills, become involved in service projects and participate in fun and interesting field 
trips as well as regional and state leadership activities. 
 
Human Growth and Development  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                     Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Education and Training or Principles of Health Science. 
Human Growth and Development examines human development across the lifespan beginning 
with prenatal care and continuing through late adulthood with emphasis on research, theoretical 
perspectives, and common physical, cognitive, emotional, and social developmental milestones. 
The course covers material that is generally taught in a postsecondary, one-semester introductory 
course in developmental psychology or human development. This class is recommended for 
those who plan to make education, health sciences or social sciences their chosen career. 
Students are encouraged to become active in the Texas Association of Future Educators 
(T.A.F.E.) chapter at BHS to learn leadership skills, become involved in service projects and 
participate in fun and interesting field trips as well as regional and state leadership activities. 
 
Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness 
Grade: 10-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 
This is a laboratory course that allows students to use principles of lifetime wellness and 
nutrition to help them make informed choices that promote wellness as well as pursue careers 
related to hospitality and tourism, education and training, human services, and health sciences. 
 
 
 
 



Interpersonal Studies 
Grade: 10-12 Length: Semester Credit: .5 
This course examines how the relationships between individuals and among family members 
significantly affect the quality of life.  Students use knowledge and skills in family studies and 
human development to enhance personal development, foster quality relationships, promote 
wellness of family members, manage multiple adult roles, and pursue careers related to 
counseling and mental health services.  
 
 
Instructional Practices in Education and Training (Ready, Set, Teach I)  
Grade: 11-12                         Length: 1 Year                     Credit: 2 
Prerequisites: Principles of Education and Training, Child Development or Human 
Growth and Development and application and instructor approval. 
Instructional Practices is a field-based   internship that provides students with background 
knowledge of child and adolescent development as well as principles of effective teaching and 
training practices. Students work under the joint direction and supervision of both a teacher with 
knowledge of early childhood, middle childhood, and adolescence education and exemplary 
educators or trainers in direct instructional roles with elementary-, intermediate, and middle 
school-aged students. Students learn to plan and direct individualized instruction and group 
activities, prepare instructional materials, develop materials for educational environments, assist 
with record keeping, and complete other responsibilities of teachers, trainers, paraprofessionals, 
or other educational personnel. (This course is recommended not only for those interested in 
exploring a career in education, but also those interested in health sciences and social sciences.) 
Students are encouraged to become active in the Texas Association of Future Educators 
(T.A.F.E.)  chapter at BHS to learn leadership skills, become involved in service projects and 
participate in fun and interesting field trips as well as regional and state leadership activities. 
**Student MUST complete an application and be accepted into the program. 
 
Practicum in Education and Training (Ready, Set, Teach II) 
Grade: 12                        Length: 1 Year                     Credit: 2 
Prerequisites: Principles of Education and Training, Child Development or Human 
Growth and Development, Instructional Practices in Education and Training and 
application and instructor approval. Can be repeated once for credit if different skills are 
taught. 
 Practicum in Education and Training is a field-based internship that provides students 
background knowledge of child and adolescent development principles as well as principles of 
effective teaching and training practices. Students in the course work under the joint direction 
and supervision of both a teacher with knowledge of early childhood, middle childhood, and 
adolescence education and exemplary educators in direct instructional roles with elementary-, 
intermediate-, middle school-aged students. Students learn to plan and direct individualized 
instruction and group activities, prepare instructional materials, assist with record keeping, make 
physical arrangements, and complete other responsibilities of classroom teachers, trainers, 
paraprofessionals, or other educational personnel. (This course is recommended not only for 
those interested in exploring a career in education, but also those interested in health sciences 
and social sciences.)  Students are encouraged to become active in the Texas Association of 
Future Educators (T.A.F.E.) chapter at BHS to learn leadership skills, become involved in 
service projects and participate in fun and interesting field trips as well as regional and state 



leadership activities. **Student MUST complete an application and be accepted into the 
program. 

PUBLIC SERVICES ENDORSEMENT 
HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM CAREER PATHWAY 

 
Principles of Hospitality and Tourism 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Focuses on the management, marketing, and operations of restaurants and other food/beverage 
services, lodging, attractions, recreation events, and travel-related services. Students learn 
knowledge and skills focusing on communication, time management, and customer service that 
meet industry standards. Students will explore the history of the hospitality and tourism industry 
and examine characteristics needed for success in that industry. 

 
PUBLIC SERVICES ENDORSEMENT 

    HEALTH SCIENCE CAREER PATHWAY 
 

Principles of Health Science  
Grade: 9-12 FIRST YEAR Health Science Student   Length:1 Year                Credit: 1 
The Principles of Health Science course is designed to provide an overview of the therapeutic, 
diagnostic, health informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development 
systems of the health care industry. Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning 
experiences such as career and technical student organizations or other leadership or 
extracurricular organizations. 
 
Medical Terminology 
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
The Medical Terminology course is designed to introduce students to the structure of medical 
terms, including prefixes, suffixes, word roots, singular and plural forms, and medical 
abbreviations. The course allows students to achieve comprehension of medical vocabulary 
appropriate to medical procedures, human anatomy and physiology, and pathophysiology. 
 
Child Development  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                     Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:   Principles of Health Science or Principles of Education & Training 
Child Development is a technical laboratory course that addresses knowledge and skills related 
to child growth and development from prenatal through school-age children, equipping students 
with child development skills. Students use these skills to promote the well-being and healthy 
development of children and investigate careers related to the care and education of children. 
Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and 
technical student organizations or other leadership or extracurricular organizations. 
 
Counseling & Mental Health  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                     Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Health Science or Principles of Education & Training. 
In Counseling and Mental Health, students model the knowledge and skills necessary to pursue a 
counseling and mental health career through simulated environments. Students are expected to 



apply knowledge of ethical and legal responsibilities, limitations, and the implications of their 
actions. Professional integrity in counseling and mental health care is dependent on acceptance 
of ethical and legal responsibilities. Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning 
experiences such as career and technical student organizations or other leadership or 
extracurricular organizations. 
 
Human Growth and Development  
Grade: 10-12                          Length: 1 Year                     Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Principles of Health Science or Principles of Education and Training 
Human Growth and Development examines human development across the lifespan beginning 
with prenatal care and continuing through late adulthood with emphasis on research, theoretical 
perspectives, and common physical, cognitive, emotional, and social developmental milestones. 
The course covers material that is generally taught in a postsecondary, one-semester introductory 
course in developmental psychology or human development. This class is recommended for 
those who plan to make health science, education or social sciences their chosen career. 
Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and 
technical student organizations or other leadership or extracurricular organizations. 
 
Family and Community  
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Principles of Health Science or Principles of Education and Training 
This laboratory-based course is designed to involve students in realistic and meaningful 
community-based activities through direct service experiences. Students are provided 
opportunities to interact and provide services to individuals, families, and the community 
through community or volunteer services. Emphasis is placed on developing and enhancing 
organizational and leadership skills and characteristics. Students are encouraged to participate in 
extended learning experiences such as career and technical student organizations or other 
leadership or extracurricular organizations. 
 
Anatomy and Physiology (may be offered as Dual Credit only some years) 
Grade: 11-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisites: Biology, Physics and Chemistry or concurrent enrollment in Chemistry 
In Anatomy and Physiology, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific 
methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific 
problem solving. Students in Anatomy and Physiology study a variety of topics, including the 
structure and function of the human body and the interaction of body systems for maintaining 
homeostasis. Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as 
career and technical student organizations or other leadership or extracurricular organizations. 

 
 

STEM ENDORSEMENT 
ROBOTICS CAREER PATHWAY 

 
Principles of Applied Engineering  
Grade: 9-12 FIRST YEAR Robotics Student      Length: 1 Year           Credit: 1  



Principles of Applied Engineering provides an overview of the various fields of science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics and their interrelationships. Students will develop 
engineering communication skills, which include computer graphics, modeling, and 
presentations, by using a variety of computer hardware and software applications to complete 
assignments and projects. Upon completing this course, students will have an understanding of 
the various fields of engineering and will be able to make informed career decisions. Further, 
students will have worked on a design team to develop a product or system. Students will use 
multiple software applications to prepare and present course assignments.  
 
Introduction to Aircraft Technology 
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Principles of Applied Engineering 
Introduction to Aircraft Technology is designed to teach the theory of operation of aircraft 
airframes, power plants, and associated maintenance and repair practices. Maintenance and 
repair practices include knowledge of the function, diagnosis, and service of general curriculum 
subjects, airframe structures, airframe systems and components, power plant theory and 
maintenance, and power plant systems and components of aircraft. Industry recognized 
professional licensures, certifications, and registrations are available for students who meet the 
requirements set forth by the accrediting organization. Students are encouraged to participate in 
extended learning experiences such as career and technical student organizations and other 
leadership or extracurricular organizations. 
 
Aircraft Airframe Technology 
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Aircraft Airframe Technology is designed to teach the theory of operation of aircraft airframes 
and associated maintenance and repair practices. Airframe maintenance and repair practices 
include knowledge of the function, diagnosis, and service of airframe structures, systems, and 
components of aircraft. 
 
Robotics I 
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Principles of Applied Engineering 
In Robotics I, students will transfer academic skills to component designs in a project-based 
environment through implementation of the design process. Students will build prototypes or use 
simulation software to test their designs. Additionally, students will explore career opportunities, 
employer expectations, and educational needs in the robotic and automation industry. Students 
are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and technical 
student organizations and other leadership or extracurricular organizations. 
 
Robotics II 
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Prerequisite: Robotics I 
In Robotics II, students will explore artificial intelligence and programming in the robotic and 
automation industry. Through implementation of the design process, students will transfer 
academic skills to component designs in a project-based environment. Students will build 
prototypes and use software to test their designs using a problem-solving model that incorporates 
analyzing given information, formulating a plan or strategy, determining a solution, justifying 



the solution, and evaluating the problem-solving process and the reasonableness of the solution. 
Students are encouraged to participate in extended learning experiences such as career and 
technical student organizations and other leadership or extracurricular organizations. 

OTHER ELECTIVE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 

Office Aide  
Grade: 11&12 Length: 1 Year Credit: .5 - 1 (local) 
Prerequisite: Approval by Administration  
Admission to the BHS Office Aides Program is by application and must be approved by the 
Office Aides facilitator. Assignments may be in the front office, attendance office, nurse’s office, 
or library. 
**Student MUST complete an application and be accepted into the program. 
 
Peer Assistance and Leadership (PALS) I and II 
Grade: 10-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Application and approval by Instructor 
PALS is a mentoring program that matches high school students with intermediate school 
students to help them become excited about themselves and school. Mentoring activities will 
focus on social, fun and educational activities. Mentoring is a serious commitment on the part of 
all students.  The mentors will be carefully selected and trained before participating in the 
program, and good attendance is required.  The PALS program is committed to fostering caring 
relationships that will build the self-confidence of the students involved.    **Student MUST 
complete an application and be accepted into the program. Mentor training is required. 
 
Student Leadership  
Grade: 9-12                   Length: 1 Year                         Credit: .5 - 1  
Student Council membership strongly encouraged.  Provides opportunities to study, practice and 
develop group and individual leadership and organizational skills. These skills include 
decision-making skills, problem-solving techniques, communication skills, leadership roles, 
human relation skills and understanding the need for civic responsibility.  Students enrolled in 
the course will apply these skills in dealing with peers, school administration and the community.  
**Student MUST complete an application and be accepted into the program** 
 
UIL Prep  
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Students in the UIL Prep course will learn about the various UIL academic contests, select their 
specialty, and practice and prepare for the spring contest season. All students are expected to 
represent BHS on the UIL academic team at District competition in March. 
 
Computer Science I 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1  
Computer Science I will foster students' creativity and innovation by presenting opportunities to 
design, implement, and present meaningful programs through a variety of media. Students will 
collaborate with one another, their instructor, and various electronic communities to solve the 
problems presented throughout the course. Through data analysis, students will identify task 
requirements, plan search strategies, and use computer science concepts to access, analyze, and 
evaluate information needed to solve problems. By using computer science knowledge and skills 



that support the work of individuals and groups in solving problems, students will select the 
technology appropriate for the task, synthesize knowledge, create solutions, and evaluate the 
results. Students will learn digital citizenship by researching current laws and regulations and by 
practicing integrity and respect. Students will gain an understanding of the principles of 
computer science through the study of technology operations, systems, and concepts. 
 
Digital Forensics 
Grade: 9-12 Length: 1 Year Credit: 1 
Digital forensics is an evolving discipline concerned with analyzing anomalous activity on 
computers, networks, programs, and data. As a discipline, it has grown with the emergence of a 
globally-connected digital society. As computing has become more sophisticated, so too have the 
abilities of malicious agents to access systems and private information. By evaluating prior 
incidents, digital forensics professionals have the ability to investigate and craft appropriate 
responses to disruptions to corporations, governments, and individuals. Whereas cybersecurity 
takes a proactive approach to information assurance to minimize harm, digital forensics takes a 
reactive approach to incident response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


