
The Voice of Service
LWML Oklahoma District

Oklahoma District

I’m a procrastinator. Oh, not about everything, but for sure 
about the things I feel least skilled at doing.  Procrastinating 
causes me stress and anxiety, which in turn makes me procras-
tinate even more!  I even procrastinate asking others, including 
God, for help!  Maybe, you can relate.
Thank goodness our Lord was not, and is not, a procrastinator!  
From the beginning, He had a plan to save us, and knew the ex-
act time and place Jesus would come down to earth to fulfill His 
plan of salvation! But when the fullness of time had come, God 
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law (Galatians 
4:4).
About what are you procrastinating? Is there a neighbor who 
doesn’t know Jesus and needs to hear the Gospel message?  Have 
you been asked to serve in your church or LWML group, but feel 

inadequate, so you don’t respond? Is there a family member 
who needs a nudge to come back to church and experience 
the blessings of Christian fellowship, but you aren’t sure how 
it will affect your relationship with them? 
Our Lord and Savior doesn’t put off hearing our prayers, 
blessing us, or giving us the extra measure of the Holy Spirit 
when we ask Him for it. He will even calm our spirit and give 
us the peace that passes all understanding.  Just ask Him!  
Casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you 
(I Peter 5:7).
Lord, help us remember You can and will help 
us fight the urge to procrastinate. Amen.

Pam Wiederkehr, District President

Pam’s Pearls

• LWML Oklahoma District Convention, April 8–9, 2022
at Hilton Garden Inn, Edmond, OK
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During a week of mission service at the Ysleta Lutheran 
Mission this past October, I had the privilege of watching 
an on-going object lesson of Jesus’ command: Freely you 
have received, freely give (Matthew 10:8b NIV).  The Ysleta 
ministry staff served as conduits of comfort, clothing, food, 
Bibles, quilts, baby layettes, and tools.  As donated items 
came in, they were quickly passed on to those in need.  
Along with the physical aid, the love of Jesus was also freely 
shared.  
During this holiday and winter season, may all of us be 
ready to share freely whatever God has so freely given to us! 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9).

Peggy Grunow, VP Christian Life                                                                                                             

Voice of Service Goal Statement — To Inform and Encourage OK LWML Women

The LWML Oklahoma District Convention 2022 will be 
held April 8–9, 2022 at the Hilton Garden Inn, Edmond, 
OK. Bible study leader will be Rev. John Wackler, speakers 
will be Deaconess Grace Rao and Jay Zemke, President 
and CEO of Lutheran Braille Workers. 

Activities include servant activities, worship service, 
Bible study, mission grant selection, election of officers. 
There will be a special mite activity to celebrate LWML 80 
years of mission service.

Spread the news, bring your friends and see you at the 
convention! 

2022 Convention

Lift My Soul

mite activity at convention. Individual members 
and LWML groups start collecting now, $8, $80, 
$800 to commemorate the 80 years of blessings 
and mission service. Look for our special Mite 
Box display!

LWML Serving Around the 
World for 80 Years

Mites at LWML OK Convention 2022
April 8–9, Hilton Garden Inn, Edmond, OK
LWML is celebrating 80 years and we will have a special 



How are these hopes and fears “met” in Jesus? The Son 
of God won’t make all our fears go away, nor will He give 
us everything we want. This isn’t what Jesus came for. 
Our hopes and fears are met in Jesus because He gives 
us what we hope for the most, and takes away the things 
that we fear more than anything.
“Am I loved? I hope so, but I’m afraid I’m not.” Jesus says, 
“I love you”, as He gives His life for you.
“Can anyone forgive me for what I’ve done? I hope so, but 
I’m afraid no one can.” Jesus says on the cross, “Father, 

forgive them”, and gives you Himself 
in His supper for your forgiveness.
“What will happen to me when I die? 
I hope I go someplace good, but I’m 

afraid I won’t.” Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 
live.”
Whatever your hopes and fears this Christmas, I pray 
your fears fade away, and your hopes are fulfilled. No 
matter what happens, though, remember: these all come 
together in Jesus. In Him, all things work together for 
good. In Him you are loved and forgiven 
and saved. God be praised for His love in 
Jesus. Amen.

 — Pastor Heckmann

Pastor’s Perspective

“The hopes and fears of all the years,  
Are met in Thee tonight.”

Do you recognize the hymn line above? It’s perhaps one 
of the more well-known lines from one of more well-
known Christmas hymns, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”
I recently did a devotion with our youth group. I asked 
them, “Name one thing about the future of which you 
are afraid, and name one thing about the future for 
which you hope.” The answers varied, 
but many of them expressed fear and 
hope over things related to school. 
The good news for them? They were 
not any less of a human if they failed their tests, did 
poorly in their speech competitions, remained injured 
indefinitely, etc. Why? Because they belonged to Jesus, 
the little baby born at Christmas who gave His life for 
their salvation.
Many of you have your share of hopes and fears this time 
of year. Hopes and fears deal with the future, and the 
future can be more than a little scary at Christmas. “I 
hope my family will heal, but I’m afraid it never will.” “I 
hope my child comes back to church, but I’m afraid they 
won’t.” “I hope my friend gets better, but I’m afraid they 
won’t.”

How are these hopes and 
fears “met” in Jesus?

Thankful for Oklahoma Fall Retreat!
As a YWR and mother I cannot fully express how 
grateful I am for the time my daughters and I spent at the 
Oklahoma Fall retreat. Knowing my children were being 
well cared for I could fully pour myself into the retreat 
events. The children had a wonderful time playing games, 
making crafts, playing outside, and most importantly 

making friends. My girls hope to see their new friends 
throughout the year and at future LWML events. What 
a foundation we are building by welcoming children 
into LWML events and helping them cultivate a love for 
the sisterhood that is found within LWML. I hope this 
sisterhood will give them the tools and opportunity to 
later serve the Lord with gladness. I cannot help but look 
into my daughter’s eyes and see the future of LWML.

Candice Morris

Delia Collard’s, daughters and granddaughters at the retreat. 
Right, Candice Morris, and her daughters, Alaina and Adelyne.  
Left, Holly Valouch and her daughters Charlotte and Iris. Retreat Hike



Around the District

Submit news items and pictures for our newsletter to Sharon Greene at oklwmleditor@gmail.com

Lawton Zone Fall FestEnid Zone Fall Fest

The Enid Zone Fall Fest was held on October 9, 2021, 
at First Lutheran in Pond Creek with Zion Lutheran in 
Alva co-hosting with forty-two people in attendance. 
An ingathering of food pantry items for the Pond Creek 
food pantry was very blessed with donations. Sally and 

Paul Dunbar from St. Paul’s in Enid 
were the guest speakers and gave a slide 
show presentation from their eyes of the 
national 2021 LWML Convention. An 
election of officers was held and Mary 
Fischaber was elected 2nd Vice President 
and Joyce Nolte was elected Secretary.

Beth Schoeling

Eighteen ladies enjoyed 
the activities at the Lawton 
Zone Fall Fest held on 
Saturday, September 25, 
2021. St. John and Holy 

Cross members and guest, Peggy Grunow, Vice President 
of Christian Life, enjoyed the Bible study and a brunch, 
collected items for the Pregnancy Resource Center of 
Lawton and secured several boxes for Lutheran World 
Relief. Rev. Bill Schneider of St. John led the Bible study.

Thanksgiving Dinner Fundraiser
The 28th annual community-wide Thanksgiving Dinner 
was once again held on Friday, November 5th at St. John 
Lutheran Church, Lawton, hosted by the LWML Dorcas 
Guild. Over 600 meals 
were served throughout 
the day. Co-chairs for 
the fundraiser were 
Teresa Heater and Barb 
Schneider, but many hands made 
it a reality. There was a call out 
for “all hands on deck,” and the 
members of St. John answered 
the call.  This fundraiser provides 
monthly gifts for local and international ministries, 
charities and aid organizations and Seminary students. St. 
John contributes to OKLWML from their proceeds which 
goes to mites to help Oklahoma missions as well as national 
LWML projects. Praise be to God for faithful servants at St. 
John’s who made this project possible!

Oklahoma City Zone Fall Fest
Above all things, God is in control, our work with the 
LWML continues on!  

The women of the OKC Zone 
gathered on October 2, 2021 
at Holy Trinity in Edmond, a 
total of 65 women attended 
along with three Pastors and 
one child. The event was a half-

day program and included both parts of the Bible Study, it 
was a blessing to have nine Bible Study Leaders.  
Mission speakers were LaRhonda 
Richards and Samantha McClanahan 
from St. John’s Lutheran School, Moore, 
OK.  Gifts from the Heart were collected 
for the Oklahoma City Zone Lutheran 
Schools and the Oklahoma City Homeless 
Alliance. The day could not have been more perfect, it 

was wonderful to spend time together 
again. We are reminded that God has 
sovereign control over all things and 
will work all things together for the 
good of those who know and love Him.

Delia Collard, OKC Zone President



As supporters of many 
mission grants, the OK 
District LWML encourages 
its own women to join a 
team for a mission project.  
This past biennium a grant 
was written to allow up to 
six women to join a MOST 
mission trip – with financial assistance of $1000 for each 
woman enrolled. Due to the Covid pandemic, many 
of the mission trips had to be cancelled. Several trips 
opened up in the late summer and fall. June Wadley, 
a LWML member of the OK District, decided to join a 
MOST team for a week. Here is her story.
“With God all things are possible”…. inevitable with 
the opportunity of serving on my first mission trip and 
being the oldest of the thirteen-member team. Our 
MOST Ministries team responded to the request of the 
Lutheran Church in Gualan, Guatemala, for a much-
needed community eyeglass clinic. I served at the testing 
station where I witnessed that the majority of people had 
very poor vision and needed eyeglasses. Due to poverty, 
nearly all of these men, women and children had not had 
access to vision testing or glasses. One joyous lady told me 
through my translator how thankful she was that we had 
come from so far away to help them. During the five-day 
clinic we served 475, giving out over 600 pairs of glasses 
in addition to sunglasses for all. Each person was told of 
God’s love from the local pastor while receiving a Christian 
witness bracelet and a Spanish Bible. This mission served 
as a connection between the church and community.  
All praise and glory to God for the faith strengthening 
experience I had serving with a MOST Ministries 
Team. I first heard of MOST Ministries at an LWML 
District Convention years ago. Check out the website 
for opportunities to be a Sender or Goer. I am most 
appreciative of OK District LWML Mission Grant 
assistance and encouragement for mission trips.”

Beverly Bahr, VP Gospel Outreach

District Officers
Pam Wiederkehr, President; Joan Anderson, VP of Organizational Resources; Peggy Grunow, VP of Christian Life; Beverly Bahr, VP of Gospel Outreach; Kasey 
Meyer, VP of Communication; Caroline Honeycutt, VP of Special Focus Ministries; Sarah Yauk, Recording Secretary; Myrna Lou Meyer, Corresponding Secretary; 
Jonith Grundmann, Treasurer; Teresa Heater, Financial Secretary; Rev. Joel Heckmann, Senior Pastoral Counselor; Rev. John Wackler, Junior Pastor Counselor

11. Tools for Oaks Indian 
Mission, Oaks, OK $3,500 
(partial)

12. Pastors, Vicars and Lay 
Ministers Wives Retreat, 
OK District $4,000 (partial)

13. Healing Spaces--Dako-
ta Boys and Girls Ranch, 
Minot, ND $5,000

14. At Just The Right Time, 
Mission Central, Mapleton, 
IA $10,000

15. God Speaks Today--A 
Lutheran Voice,
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala 
$10,020

16. Equipping People with 
Intellectual and Develop-
mental Disabilities to Share 
the Gospel, Bethesda 
Lutheran Communities, 
Watertown, WI $5,000

17. Tablet Technology for 
St. John’s Lutheran School, 
Moore, OK $5,700

18. Worker Wellness for 
Chaplain Families, LCMS, 
St. Louis, MO $3,000

19. Summer Heights Day 
Camp, Immanuel Lutheran, 
Oklahoma City, OK $2,000

20. Training Leaders to 
BOLDLY Declare Y’shua as 
Messiah, Israel $90

1. Ministerial Students, OK 
District $12,000 (partial)

2. Bringing Christ’s Light to 
Those Living in Darkness, 
Lutheran Braille Workers, 
Inc. $5,000

3. AED Devices for Camp 
Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK 
$4,690

4. Professional Church 
Workers Scholarships, OK 
District $12,000

5. Financial Assistance for 
Concordia Theological Sem-
inary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW) 
Food and Clothing Co-op, IN 
$5,000

6. King of Kings Lutheran 
Church Charities Comfort 
Dog Ministry, Glenpool, OK 
$5,000

7. Pregnancy Resource 
Center of Southwest Okla-
homa, Lawton, OK $5,010

8. MOST Ministries Water 
Filters, Ann Arbor, MI $7,050

9. Assistance to LWML 
Members Team Mission Trip, 
OK District $6,000 (partial)

10. Good Samaritan Fund 
at Concordia Life Care 
Community, Oklahoma City, 
OK $5,000

Around the Mission Field
Serving with MOST Ministries

District Mission Grants listed in the side columns are marked with a cross if they are fully funded. Grants with an 
open heart still need your help!

Most recently funded grants are # 1 (partial), 2, 4, 8, 20
How to donate: LWML OK District Financial Secretary, P.O. Box 1464, Lawton, OK 73502

Thank you for your prayers and offerings!

www.oklwml.org


