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… giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ … (Ephesians 5:20).
Giving thanks for everything isn’t difficult when everything 
is going well.  Giving thanks always when everything isn’t 
going well is another story.  It’s only possible when, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, we put our full trust in God, the 
Giver of all good gifts, and His plan for us.  He doesn’t ask us 
to understand, only to trust. Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not unto your own understanding (Proverbs 
3:5).
As 2020 draws to a close and we reflect on the events of the 
year, let’s remember God has been with us through it all. For 
that, we give thanks! Looking forward, let’s find new ways 
to continue serving our Lord through the mission of the 
LWML.  Go to www.lwml.org for resources to help you with 

Bible Studies, programs, and projects.
The world may not be as it once was, 
but Jesus is the same yesterday, today, 
and tomorrow.  No matter what the 
future holds, we know who holds the 
future. So, we give thanks always and 
for everything!                       

Pam Weiderkehr, District President

Pam’s Pearls

Virtual Firefighters Appreciation Event, Dec. 8, 2020 7PM 
LCMS OK District Convention, April 16-17, 2021 
Zone Spring Events, TBD 
LWML Convention in Lexington, KY, June 24-27, 2021 
Women’s Fall Retreat, TBD

Look What’s Coming!
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Entranced by the apricot color of a particular begonia, I 
planted three tubers this spring. I waited in expectation. Pes-
ky squirrels unearthed two of the tubers. I replanted. Pesky 
squirrels began to eat the begonia leaves as the plants grew. 
I moved the pot. I waited and waited. Five months later the 
blooms finally appeared. The wait time and the assaults on 
my plants were more than I expected but the blooms were 
more beautiful and profuse than I had expected, too.
Spiritually we also plant tubers. In faith we read God’s Word. 
We pray and wait for the character of Jesus to blossom in 
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Marilyn Laramy, LWML Oklahoma Past District President, received her Crown of Glory August 
24, 2020, at the age of 87 years old. She and her husband, Richard, are well-remembered as active 
servants of our Lord at First Lutheran, Ponca City. Marilyn’s service in LWML included eight years as 
Voice of Service Editor, Ponca City Zone President, and on the Oklahoma District Board, as President, 
Parliamentarian and Special Gifts Chairman. Elected President in 1988, she represented us at the 
Rapid City, SD, and the 50th Jubilee Convention in Cleveland, OH. During her four years as President 
the OKLWML mission goals totaling $51,122 were reached. She presided over district conventions 
in Lawton and Enid. Marilyn described presiding at board meetings and the district conventions as “exhilarating and 
challenging but scary.” It was her prayer that “the Lutheran Women in Mission continue to serve Him with mites and 
missions and that we, in turn, continue to give Him our thanks and praise for His gifts and ever present mercy to us.”  
Thanks be to God for Marilyn’s faithful service!                                                                  Patti Ross, Past District and LWML President

Marilyn Laramy Receives Crown of Glory

our lives. Satan tries to dislodge the 
tubers and sin can eat at new growth. 
My begonias serve to remind us to 
persevere, to stand firm against Sa-
tan’s attacks and to hope! The growth 
will be beautiful; wait for it!
And I am sure of this; He who began a 
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:6).

Peggy Grunow, VP Christian Life

Lift My Soul



Pastor’s Perspective
A couple weeks ago, we took a trip to the Talimena Sce-
nic Byway.  While there, we took a recommended trip to 
the Falls of the Little Missouri River, about twenty-five 
miles east of Mena. The road in was a single track, dirt 
road. In places it was quite narrow and steep with many 
switchbacks. It seemed to take forever to arrive at the 
falls.
On the way out, it seemed to take 
only moments to get back. We both 
were surprised when we got there. 
I actually checked my phone map 
to make sure we were in the correct place. The journey to 
the falls seemed much longer than the return. Truthful-
ly, I’m getting a little put out with the pandemic. The way 
in seemed to be so long. How long will the way out be?  

King David is excellent at asking the question, How 
long? How long must I take counsel in my soul and have 
sorrow in my heart all the day? How long shall my enemy 
be exalted over me (Psalm 13:2)?
But, David’s Son has the answer for us. “I have said these 
things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 

you will have tribulation. But take 
heart; I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33). Jesus has overcome 
the world, sin, the pandemic, and 
every other evil of 

body and soul. Thanks be to God for His 
mercy. Amen.

Blessings to all,  
Pastor John Wackler

“I Remember”
Do you recall when Rev. Trini and Nelly Castaneda were 
in our Oklahoma District? Pastor Trini was the pastor at 
Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in Oklahoma City. He then 
took a call to a Hispanic congregation in Burbank, CA. 
They have returned to Oklahoma in the last year or so. 
Nelly has written a book. Title is: I Remember. This book 
is about her mother and the journey she led her family 
through with God as her guide and sustainer and the im-
pact of the Lutheran church. A must read. In paperback. 
Available on Amazon.

I Remember by Nelly Castaneda

Winter Sale!
Here are some gift ideas for that special someone on 
your Christmas gift list!
Plaid Scarf - For Him or Her!
Polka Dot Socks - For Her! 
LWML Candy - A stocking stuffer!
Seasonal Devotions - Everyone!

Check lwml.org, then Click on 
“Shop LWML” for sales and 
free shipping on $75 and over!

Jesus has overcome the world, sin,  
the pandemic, and every other evil of 

body and soul. 

Nelly shares as an overview: 
“Everyone struggles during dif-
ferent times in their lives, some 
more than others. This is the 
story of an extraordinary wom-
an whose struggles at times be-
came unbearable...to the point 
of desiring death.
Through this book, I will take 

you on an incredible journey--a hard journey. It tells the 
journey of a woman who refused to give up and a power-
ful, faithful God who never stopped fighting for her. This 
woman was my mother.”
(Pastor Trini was installed as the pastor at Christ Luther-
an, Elk City, OK and Mission Developer for Southwest 
Oklahoma on Sunday, August 16, 2020.)                               

Marguerite Christman, Past District President

I am pleased to introduce the new chair 
for the Young Women of Oklahoma! 
Jill Blanski was baptized, confirmed in 
Christ, and married in a tiny Lutheran 
church in rural Wisconsin. Jill and her 
husband Howard, moved their young 

family to Claremore Oklahoma, in 1987, and Redeem-
er Lutheran Church became their church home. Raising 
their three boys to men, Jill is now a grandmother of six. 
Recently widowed, and stepping away from her 20-year 
career as a public-school art teacher, Jill is reevaluat-
ing her vocation. She sees an opportunity for personal 
growth by working with the young women of the LCMS.  
Jill holds Psalm 139: 1-16, 23-24 close to her heart. 

Caroline Honeycutt, VP Special Focus Ministries

New Young Women Chair



Tulsa Zone—Our Savior Fall Fest
Our Savior, Tulsa, hosted “Fix Our Eyes On Jesus” Fall Fest on Saturday, October 17. With pandemic 
precautions being observed, attendees were served coffee and pink ribbon bagels in observance of 
Breast Cancer Awareness month.   The Bible study was by Deaconess Betty Knapp 
via video and the LWML Store was open for business. 
Door prizes were given throughout the morning ... the most treasured was a quilt 
that was taken home by Valerie Arthurs, who drew her own name!   Gifts from the 
Heart included diapers donated to MEND and small Teddy Bears donated to the 
Tulsa Police Department.                                                 Claudette Brown, Tulsa Zone VP

Oklahoma City Zone Fall Fest  
A Unique Platform

The Oklahoma City Zone Fall Fest 2020 was held on Oct 
31, 2020, at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Midwest 
City under the theme, “Fix Our Eyes on Jesus”.  This Fall 
Fest was unique because it was held in-person and also 
broadcasted via livestream from the church sanctuary.  
The 81 attendees included 39 in-person and 42 live-
stream viewers.  

Highlights from the event 
included Deaconess Bet-
ty Knapp’s recorded Bi-
ble Study, “With Eyes 
Open Wide” and mission 

speaker Reverend Mark Bersche, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Moore, with his personal message of Christ’s 
suffering and love.  
The consensus was unanimous, “It was 
wonderful to spend time together, cel-
ebrating, offering comfort, and hearing 
God’s strong abiding Word”.  
Delia Collard, OKC Zone President

Around the District

Lawton Zone Fall Fest
Holy Cross, Lawton, was the site of an in-person Fall Fest, September 19, 2020.  There were 21 attendees who enjoyed 
Betty Knapp’s Bible Study and the fellowship with their sisters in Christ. Mites were collected as well as a free will offering 
and the ladies stocked up from the LWML Store.                                                                           Teresa Heater, Financial Secretary

Banners to Bears for Confirmands
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused us to change things 
and even inspired us to do things differently. When 
LWML women are presented with a road block ... they 
find other roads to take. The Son Lighters at Holy Trin-
ity in Edmond were presented with such a challenge.  
Normally they make confirmation banners but in order 
to social distance it was best not to meet so the idea of 
dressing the LWML Bears was their answer.   The boys 
received a bear with a white felt robe, a red ribbon stole 
and a black ribbon tie, the girls received the same ex-
cept, they had a red bow. They were such a hit they plan 
to continue with the bears for Confirmation in 2021.

Ginger Schweer-White, member of Trinity, Edmond

Submit news items and pictures for our newsletter to Sharon Greene at oklwmleditor@gmail.com



District Officers
Pam Wiederkehr, President; Joan Anderson, VP of Organizational Resources; Peggy Grunow, VP of Christian Life; Beverly Bahr, VP of Gospel Outreach; Kasey 
Meyer, VP of Communication; Caroline Honeycutt, VP of Special Focus Ministries; Sarah Yauk, Recording Secretary; Myrna Lou Meyer, Corresponding Secretary; 
Jonith Grundmann, Treasurer; Teresa Heater, Financial Secretary; Rev. Joel Heckmann, Senior Pastoral Counselor; Rev. John Wackler, Junior Pastor Counselor

11. Tools for Oaks Indian 
Mission, Oaks, OK $3,500

12. Pastors, Vicars and Lay 
Ministers Wives Retreat, 
OK District $4,000

13. Healing Spaces--Dako-
ta Boys and Girls Ranch, 
Minot, ND $5,000

14. At Just The Right Time, 
Mission Central, Mapleton, 
IA $10,000

15. God Speaks Today--A 
Lutheran Voice,
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala 
$10,020

16. Equipping People with 
Intellectual and Develop-
mental Disabilities to Share 
the Gospel, Bethesda 
Lutheran Communities, 
Watertown, WI $5,000

17. Tablet Technology for 
St. John’s Lutheran School, 
Moore, OK $5,700

18. Worker Wellness for 
Chaplain Families, LCMS, 
St. Louis, MO $3,000

19. Summer Heights Day 
Camp, Immanuel Lutheran, 
Oklahoma City, OK $2,000

20. Training Leaders to 
BOLDLY Declare Y’shua as 
Messiah, Israel $90

1. Ministerial Students, OK 
District $12,000

2. Bringing Christ’s Light to 
Those Living in Darkness, 
Lutheran Braille Workers, 
Inc. $5,000

3. AED Devices for Camp 
Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK 
$4,690

4. Professional Church 
Workers Scholarships, OK 
District $12,000

5. Financial Assistance for 
Concordia Theological Sem-
inary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW) 
Food and Clothing Co-op, IN 
$5,000

6. King of Kings Lutheran 
Church Charities Comfort 
Dog Ministry, Glenpool, OK 
$5,000

7. Pregnancy Resource 
Center of Southwest Okla-
homa, Lawton, OK $5,010

8. MOST Ministries Water 
Filters, Ann Arbor, MI $7,050

9. Assistance to LWML 
Members Team Mission Trip, 
OK District $6,000

10. Good Samaritan Fund 
at Concordia Life Care 
Community, Oklahoma City, 
OK $5,000

Around the Mission Field

St John’s Elementary 
School in Moore, 
Oklahoma had a small 
computer lab but had 
outdated technology.  
Students needed to be 
scheduled for times 

in the computer lab so access and time was very 
limited for all of their students, especially those who 
needed extra help.  With LWML 
Oklahoma District Grant, St John’s 
School was able to buy 87 Amazon 
Fire 7 Tablets with silicon covers 
and charging stations, which was 
enough to provide a tablet for all 66 
students this year.  

With the ongoing pandemic, the 
tablets are available in the event 
that in-school education is not 
possible.  Although, some of their 
students have families who cannot 
afford home internet, the school 

can help them with discounted rates for the internet 
service, and send a tablet home with the student so 
they can continue to work with their teacher.    Each is 
numbered and assigned to a specific student.  Parental 
controls are programmed on 
each tablet so only approved 
websites are available.  Due to 
the acquisition of the tablets, 
there is now a contingency plan 
in place for distance learning for 
St John’s School.
Beverly Bahr, VP Gospel Outreach

Tablet Technology for St John’s 
Lutheran School, Moore, OK

Mission Grant #17 $5700

District Mission Grants listed in the side columns are marked with a cross if they are fully funded. Grants with an 
open heart still need your help!

Most recently funded grants are # 1, 4, 10, 14
How to donate: LWML OK District Financial Secretary, P.O. Box 1464, Lawton, OK 73502

Thank you for your prayers and offerings!

www.oklwml.org


