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Celebrating 90 Years of 
Lutheran Women in 
Mission 
 
Plans are underway to celebrate 90 years of 
LWML in the Oklahoma District. Members will 
meet under the theme “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” on April 13 & 14, 2018, at the 
Hilton Garden Inn, Lawton. Here are some 
highlights so far: 
 

 Our convention verse: The steadfast love 
of the Lord never ceases; his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness 
Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV). 

 Our keynote speakers: Past LWML 
Presidents Linda Reiser (2003-2007) and 
Virginia Von Seggern (1999-2003) 

 Our mission speaker: Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, 
Missionary and Support Advocate/Mission Development Counselor – LCMS 
Nebraska & Iowa-West Districts  

 Our Bible study leader: Cindy Steinbeck, author of The Vine Speaks: Eleven 
Lessons from John 15 

 

Go to oklwml.org and click on the convention logo. Check back frequently as plans 
develop. Hotel reservations may be made online by going to oklwml.org and 
clicking on “Events” in the menu bar. This will take everyone to the events 
webpage with information on the convention. Click on the sentence referring to 
hotel reservations to be taken directly to the reservation page. If preferred, 
reservations may be made by phoning 1-580-280-2100 and referencing the LWML 
Oklahoma District Convention.  
 

New District Logo, 
New Webservant 
Unveiled 
Look to the right to see the new district 
logo chosen in October at the district 
Board of Directors meeting. Keah 
Payne, Heart to Heart Coordinator and freelance graphic artist, is the creator of our 
new logo.  Zones and societies are encouraged to use it on media releases, 
programs, and notices distributed at events. Find the logo on oklwml.org.  

 

While viewing the new logo, be sure to explore the website. It was recently updated 
by the district’s new webservant, Jody Zscheck, Tulsa Zone. Jody has redesigned 
the pages of the website and archived past issues of The Voice of Service. For 
questions concerning leadership, mission opportunities, and upcoming events, go 
to oklwml.org.  

Submit news items and 
pictures for TVOS to: 
oklwmleditor@gmail.com 
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Thanks, Giving, and Generosity 

 

During our recent Lavender Spa Retreat we shared time with one another and our Savior and 
looked at the Psalms.  Psalm 96:4 led us to praise the Lord “For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised!” Then we read Psalm 13 and were reminded how God listened to David’s laments and our 
laments, and David reminds us to Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait 
for the Lord! (Psalm 27:14). The longest Psalm, 119, showed us the wisdom of God, the next 

  psalms showed us the journey with God. We read through psalms of imprecation and finished with 
  psalms of thanksgiving, which led us to this time of year. Many of us were busy preparing meals  
  to celebrate Thanksgiving and had moments of reflection on many things for which we have reason 

to be thankful. God reminds us in I Timothy 6:6-8,  But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing 
into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 
content. 

 

As we approach the end of our Oklahoma District biennium, we need to be not only thankful but also giving.  Mite 
offerings are still needed to fund some of the grants. Being generous is even better than giving because it is giving that 
is prompted by love. Generosity’s best example comes from God. Pray about how you can show generosity. Many 
opportunities will arise during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.  

 

Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully!  
President Dianna Just 

Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality (Romans 12:11b-13 ESV). 

 

Dianna Just,  
President 

You know you’re going 
to shop for Christmas. 
Why not make it count? 
 

Smile.amazon.com: Support  LWML Oklahoma District when you shop for 
Christmas this year. Don’t just buy from amazon.com. Buy from 
smile.amazon.com, and 0.05% of eligible purchases will go to the LWML 
Oklahoma District. Establishing an account is easy at smile.amazon.com. 
Designate your donations to go to the LWML Oklahoma District as based in 
Ponca City.  

 

Shop LWML: Go to lwml.org and click on the shop button. You will be 
taken to LWML’s store as marketed through cph.org. How about a scarf or a 
polo shirt for your special secret sister? Know someone who loves to cook? 
Aprons and spatulas are available. Warm those cold winter evenings with 
God’s Word. Bible studies with a variety of themes are available. Dazzle, 
official bear to the 75th biennial convention, makes a great stocking stuffer.   

Important Recycling Message: 
Destroy those Mailing Labels 

 
Effective immediately: Societies are urged to 
destroy any mailing labels they have. The recycling 
company is in transition and will send new labels to 
Recycling Manager Marguerite Christman. Any 
societies that have boxes packed (or are in that 
process) need to contact Marguerite for new labels. Again: do not use outdated 
labels. Destroy these immediately and get further instructions from Marguerite. 
She says, “Thanks for all your support and efforts in this recycling project for 
the LWML OK District. We have been truly blessed. The funds generated have 
helped LWML Mites, LWML OK District Special Gifts Fund, and funded many 
leader training happenings within our district. All to God's glory! “ 

Your “Eureka” Moment 

 

How much do you know about the 
history of the LWML? Our organization 
is full of trail blazers and fascinating 
history. A great way to involve your 
young women might be to create your 
society’s  family tree. Genealogy is a 
growing hobby, and millennials are 
interested in it.

1
 It could start a 

conversation with young women who 
are on the fence about joining your 
society. Be ready to include their 
technological ways of researching; the 
internet is their friend. Millennials are 
more interested in individual 
connections to an event, as opposed to 
the event itself.

2
 Translated, that means 

they want to hear the stories from the 
older generation as to how particular 
people blazed those trails. Perhaps one 
of their relatives was a founding 
member. The project may call for 
special talents found in art, 
photography, and scrapbooking, so the 
project becomes a way to include 
women of all talents in your society. Try 
it out and see what doors you can open 
and what new trails you can blaze! 

 

Submitted by Tish Mindemann, 
VP of Special Focus Ministries 

 
1, 2  Faw, L. (October 4, 2013). Retrieved from 
www.forbes.com on November 27, 2017 



The Kingdom Is Yours 
  
Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
These are the words of Jesus found in Luke chapter twelve. Fear not! It sounds good 
but let’s be honest. Being a Christian can be a scary thing sometimes. With 
persecution, hate crimes, and violence aimed right at us, it can be a little 
disheartening. 

  

However, there are those words, Fear not, little flock. They mean exactly what they 
say. In Christ, there is no need to worry, be anxious, nor be overly concerned about 
the struggles of this world. The world will do what the world will do, we on the other 
hand are to do what God wills. That is to speak His Word to the lost, to minister to 
those in need, and to teach and baptize. 

  

It’s really pretty simple, until our frail sinful nature comes into play. We do worry, we are 
anxious, and we often look for excuses to avoid what we think might be uncomfortable. 
Nevertheless, the mission must go on, the word must be heard, the Gospel must be 

preached. The key word in the title Lutheran Women’s Missionary  League is Missionary. That’s who we are, and this is 
what we do. God’s holy Word comes into our hearts, out through our mouths, and into the ears of someone else. God in 
His mercy has repeated this process throughout the ages, and we have the assurance that the Church will stand and 
the gates of hell cannot prevail. 

  

Therefore, in the midst of an evil and unstable world let us continue the mission. Let us go forth into all the world making 
disciples of all nations and baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

  

Salvation has been won for all people, and all must hear this good news. Blessings to all and may the Lord continue to 
bless you in your churches, your homes, and in your lives. Amen.  

  

Blessings in Christ, 
 Pastor Bersche 

 

Pastoral Insights 

Thankful-Grateful-Blessed 
Thankful. Grateful. Blessed. As I scrolled through my Facebook feed, I saw a 
video posted by a high school friend. She is an art teacher and the video 
demonstrated the creation of a home decoration that included those three 
words. How perfect for this autumn season. How perfect as we prepared our 
hearts for Thanksgiving. 

 

We are truly blessed. We celebrate our churches, led by faithful pastors, 
filled with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We praise God for our families 
and friends. Despite sometimes fearful news, we are grateful to live in a 
country that provides so many freedoms and opportunities. Thank you 
seems inadequate sometimes.  

 

The LWML Oklahoma District has one answer in the Special Gifts Fund. We 
can make a donation to remember the faithfulness and mentorship of a 
brother or sister who has gone before us. We can honor a special person or 
occasion that reminds of our blessings. 

 

During the past quarter, the fund has received gifts in loving memory of 
Margaret Lawrenz and Arlene Dougherty. Gifts were also received in honor 
of the birthdays of Beverly England, Doris Schmall, and Betty Reichert.  

 

If you have questions, please contact Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts 
Chairman, at oklwmlsg@gmail.com. Gifts may be sent to LWML Oklahoma 
District Financial Secretary Katie Schroeder, P. O. Box 573, Okarche, OK 
73762-0573. 

 

Submitted by Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts Chairman   

Special Gifts Fund 
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Food for the Soul 

 

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord 
(Romans 12:11 NIV). 

 

Let's face it. We all have days, maybe 
weeks, maybe even months when we 
lack zeal (energy or enthusiasm) for 
anything! Our calendars are full: work, 
school, children's activities, 
grandchildren's activities, church 
activities, civic events.  

 

How do we keep serving the Lord 
enthusiastically? Remember from 
Whom we receive our energy, our will 
to serve, our passion. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ is our Strength.  

 

I can do everything through Him who 
gives me strength (Philippians 4:13 
NIV). 

 

When you're lacking in zeal, stop, pray, 
take a deep breath (or two), and serve 
the Lord. He will restore, refresh, and 
enable you to serve with zeal wherever 
and whenever He has need of YOU. 
 

Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr,  

Vice President of Christian Life 

Rev. Mark Bersche,  
Junior Pastoral  

Counselor 

Rev. Mark Bersche,  
Pastoral Counselor 



Fellowship In Ponca City Zone   

 

The Ponca City Zone held their Fall Fest at Zion Lutheran, 
Stillwater.  Forty in attendance, including 35 members, 
three pastors, and two guests. LWML Oklahoma District 
Counselor Rev. Ned Moerbe led the Bible study, and 
LWML Oklahoma District President Dianna Just served as 
the mission speaker.  A salad luncheon was served.   

 

On LWML Sunday, members of Zion Lutheran, Stillwater, 
served as ushers, greeters, and lector.  Joyce Harrell made 

beautiful and 
delicious LWML 
sugar cookies. First 
Lutheran, Ponca City, 
displayed some of 
the 259 quilts (see at 
right) they made for 
Lutheran World 
Relief.   

 

Submitted by Jan Bartels, 
Ponca City Zone President 
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Rest, 
Refreshment, 
and Renewal 
found at 
Lavender Spa 
Retreat  
 
LWML members from all 
over the district met at 
Canyon Camp, Hinton, 
for a weekend of 
relaxation and time in 
God’s Word under the 
theme “Lavender Spa.” 
Attendees enjoyed hot 
dogs grilled by Past 
LWML Oklahoma District 
Counselor Rev. Dwayne 
Schroeder. After evening 

Bible study and activities, a fire was built outside the 
center, and marshmallows were roasted for s’mores while 
everyone joined in singing God’s praises by moonlight. 
Bible study continued the next day. Several in the group 
hiked 1.5 miles up the side of the canyon to stand next to 
the camp’s cross situated at the top. While there, the group 

prayed with thankful hearts for the view surrounding them, 
as well as for strength and peace for loved ones back 
home. With weather brewing in the state, everyone left that 
Saturday stronger to face life’s storms.  
 

Myrna Lou Meyer and Arlene 
Riemer reconnect as they share a 
wooden swing  at Canyon Camp.  

Attendees wipe away burdens, false ideals, and sins written 
during the retreat’s Bible study sessions. Attendees were 
reminded how Jesus’ death and resurrection absolved us of our 
burdens, false ideals, and sins.  

District Retreat, Fall Fests Provide Fellowship 



Large Turnout for Event 

Thanks to the Young Women 

Committee for sponsoring our 3
rd

 

Cookies for Courage.  Among 

participants in the day were 

grandmas, granddaughters, a 

newborn, friends, old timers, and first 

timers. What a diverse group of 

LWML sisters! Dozens of cookies 

were frosted and bagged for delivery 

to Oklahoma Fire and Police 

Departments. Deliveries were made 

to Yukon, Warr Acres, Bethany, 

Edmond, Oklahoma City, Moore, 

Lawton, Mustang, Apache, and 

Vinita. Several shoutouts go to: 

Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 

Bethany, for hosting; Sandy Cox, for creating special thank 

you cards; Suzet Roggow for delicious frosting (secret 

family recipe); and all cookie bakers. Three cookie bakers 

who were thoughtful enough to send cookies but were 

unable to attend include: Betty Reichert, Zanna Walpus, 

and Julie Cable. Linda McGill provided childcare to four 

sweet children, who eagerly volunteered to taste-test 

cookies! Please plan to join them next year for the next 

Cookies For Courage. 

Submitted by Shari Stepanek, Young Women Chairman 
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Young Women Host 3rd Annual Cookies for Courage 

Keah Payne arranges 
cookies on platters. 

Abi and Gloria Micheal 
decorate the day away.  

Someone has to taste-test.   
Rory Payne was happy to 
oblige. 

President Dianna Just and 
Special Gifts Chairman 
Sherrie Shroeder get in on 
the cookie action. Sherrie 
led the group in devotions 
prior to decorating.  

At left are Dora 
Fajardo Perez, 
Shawna Duwald, 
and Sandy Cox. 
 
Below Jennifer 
Karner made 
deliveries to 
Oklahoma City 
and Moore fire 
departments 
where LWML 
efforts were 
accepted with 
appreciation.   

Sara Votaw, Keah Payne, and 
Tish Mindemann enjoy the event. 



The Lawton Zone, your Convention Host Committee, hopes 
that everyone will discover the wonders of the Lawton area 
while attending the LWML Oklahoma District Convention in 
April 2018. The Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge is a great 
opportunity to see the bison, longhorn cattle, wild turkeys and 
beautiful views of the area from atop Mount Scott, including a 
view of Lake Elmer Thomas Recreation Area. The Holy City is 
a lovely stop in the refuge to see the sight of the yearly Easter 
story theater production (More information at the Visitor’s 
Center, open daily 9 am-5 pm). 

 

 While on your way, consider a stop 
in Meers, Oklahoma. Meers offers a 
step back in time to the days of an 
old mining town. Meers at one time 
had a population of 500, but now 
only one family of six lives there! 
The Meers Store and Restaurant is 
famous for the Meersburger, a 7" 

diameter burger made exclusively from prize winning Texas 
longhorn beef raised on the family's own ranch, beef actually 
lower in cholesterol than chicken.   
  

Visit the Mattie Beal House at 1006 SW 5th, Lawton.  Mattie 
was a single 22-year-old working for a Kansas telephone 
company when her name was drawn from more than 160,000 
names registered in the great Oklahoma land lottery, held in El 
Reno on July 29, 1901. The house is built in the neoclassic 
Greek Revival style and continues to be restored to its 1923 
appearance. It is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places (Tours 12-3 pm, Thursday-Sunday). 

  

The Museum of the Great Plains is close to the Hilton Garden 
Convention Center. It is an opportunity to experience and 
discover the lives of the people of the plains through hands-on 
displays and the Terrible Tuesday Tornado Theater. Exhibits 
spotlight cultural and natural history of the Great Plains (Open 
Monday-Friday, 10 am-5 pm, and Sunday 10 am-4 pm). The 
Museum of the Great Plains is located at 601 NW Ferris Ave.  

  

The Comanche National Museum and Cultural Center offers a 
glimpse of cultural objects and detailed historical information 

about the largest American Indian tribe in southwest 
Oklahoma. The museum houses a most comprehensive 
collection of Comanche fine art in the United States. Visitors 
will find interactive displays and historical artifacts. The 
museum is home to collections including Egli, Chibitty, and the 
Comanche Military.  

  

Our pride of Lawton and 
southwest Oklahoma is Fort Sill, 
home to the Fort Sill National 
and Historic Landmark and 
Museum, 437 Quanah Road, 
Fort Sill. Founded in 1868, it 
was constructed by the Buffalo 
Soldiers of the 10th US Cavalry. 
Original buildings survive today. 
History comes alive through the stories of Cricket, a young 
girl’s experiences at Fort Sill in the 1870’s.  

 

The Old Post Chapel, standing on 
the Old Post Quadrangle, is the 
second oldest house of worship still 
existing in Oklahoma. Erected in 
1875, it was indeed a site for sore 
eyes as the stage coaches and 
wagon trains travelled across the 
plains. It was the first structure 
visible to weary travelers.  

 

Fort Sill is home, also, to the Field Artillery Museum. It tells the 
history of artillery from ancient times to the present. It houses 
weapons, uniforms, cannons, flags, insignia, and sections of 
the Berlin Wall and the World Trade Center. The outside park 
features more than 80 United States and foreign artillery pieces 
from World War I to present day.   

  

Come and see Lawton in April 2018!!  We will treat you to our 
sites and warm hospitality; hospitality groomed from welcoming 
soldiers and their families for so many years.  We will welcome 
you, too! 

  

Submitted by Darcy Cline, Convention Host Zone Hospitality Chairman 
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Welcome, LWML, to Southwest Oklahoma, Lawton-Fort Sill!  

The Voice of Service 

LWML St. John’s, Moore, Serves in 
Reformation Fair 
St. John’s, Moore, celebrated the Reformation by creating 
a walk through the centuries where attendees learned how 
“It’s Still All About Jesus.” The congregation’s LWML 
hosted the 1800’s by dressing as in the era, recreating a 
one-room schoolhouse, and displaying antique 
memorabilia from the era. Henrietta Pratt entertained 
attendees on her accordion. Suzet Roggow, Society 
President, secured information on the mission work of the 
LWML to share. Other members were seen in the 1500’s 
baking unleavened bread, the 1700’s manning a music 
store, and in the 1900’s telling the story behind Lutheran 
Hour Ministries. An estimated 200 from the Moore 
community attended the free event to learn more about St. 
John’s and the Reformation.  

Dawn Brouwer shares 
Luther’s Book of 
Prayer with attendees.  

Henrietta Pratt plays hymns on 
her accordion during the fair. 



museum is home to collections including Egli, Chibitty, and the 

second oldest house of worship still 

Fort Sill is home, also, to the Field Artillery Museum. It tells the 

features more than 80 United States and foreign artillery pieces 

sites and warm hospitality; hospitality groomed from welcoming 
soldiers and their families for so many years.  We will welcome 

Submitted by Darcy Cline, Convention Host Zone Hospitality Chairman 
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LWML Our Savior, Tulsa, Honors Veterans with Quilts 
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Forty-One Veterans Honored by 
Peace by Piece Quilting Group 
 
Forty-one quilts hanging from the ceiling of Our Savior Lutheran 
Church fellowship hall greeted people as they entered the room 
on Veterans Sunday, November 12, 2017. The quilts were made 
to honor the veterans who served our country and vowed to 
protect our freedom. Ruth Kruse was the brainchild of the 
project. She suggested the Peace by Piece Quilting Group make 
the quilts. Originally, the suggestion involved the making of quilts 
for 10 to 15, or perhaps 20, veterans. After further investigation, 
it was found that the congregation had 41 veterans. For ten 
months, seven women worked every Tuesday night, planning 
and purchasing fabrics and materials, and endlessly thinking 
about the quilts. Following those ten months, Ruth’s idea came 
to fruition. Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team and several 
generous donors, the cost of materials was covered. Handmade 
invitations were mailed, the hall was decorated, and everyone 
came on that Saturday prior to Veterans Sunday. Fox News 
featured the recognition reception on both the Saturday and 
Sunday news. Rev. Tim Dreier blessed the quilts. Youth from the 
congregation presented the Colors. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited. The Star Spangled Banner was sung. Veterans 
stood and were recognized during the Military Medley when their 
branch’s song was played. Names were read in order of the 
years each veteran served. The veterans were humbled by the 
recognition and truly appreciative of all that had been done to 
honor them. Rev. Art Spomer led the closing prayer, and he 
followed up by saying, “This morning was unique and 
memorable. I was deeply moved. It is a tops for me, and few 
experiences in my many years rate that high. What a great way 
to honor our veterans. God was honored, as well.”  

 

Submitted by Ruth Kruse, Our Savior, Tulsa 
 

St. John’s, Moore, 
Reformation Fair 

Quilts sewn for 41 veterans line the pews of Our Savior 
Lutheran, Tulsa.  

Pictured above with quilts behind them, from left to 
right are Brenda Carter, Marian Sutterfield, Belinda 
Kastelic, Ruth Kruse, Chrislyn Hinck, Sandra Meyer, 
and Claudette Brown.  

Pictured above are some of the group of 41 veterans who 
each received a handmade quilt from the Peace by Piece 
Quilting Group.  

Margaritt Kapaun and Lynn 
Barker represent 1500’s and 
1800’s respectively during 
Reformation Fair. 

Karen Karner demonstrated the game 
Grace, from colonial times, to Rory 
Payne during the fair.  
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Mission to Haiti 2017 
By Rev. Mark L. Bersche 
 

Editor’s note: LWML Oklahoma District Pastoral Counselor 
Mark Bersche, along with four other members of St. John’s, 
Moore, recently spent a week in the island country of Haiti. 
The following is his account of his personal experience.  

 

Our transportation picked us up for the airport around 3:30 
Wednesday morning, November 9, 2017. Five people 
headed for Haiti. Although there was a group goal, we all 
had our own expectations, our own dreads, and our own 
ideas of what we might accomplish. This account is based 
on my experience and my view of this adventure. Again, 
even though we went as a group, I think it’s safe to say that 
each person has his or her own story and own unique 
experience. 
  

Our flights were smooth on the way to Port Au Prince with 
stops in Dallas and Miami. After a long day of flying, the 
moment finally arrived. We looked down to see an amazing 
sight, the rugged beauty of a land called Haiti. The lush 
tropical sight from the air hides the many realities of a 
nation stricken by poverty. 
  

Coming off the airplane at Port Au Prince, chaos ensued. It 
was a mad rush getting through customs and finding our 
luggage. People pushed and shoved much more than in an 
American airport. Fortunately, we were quickly met by 
Josias Marin who served as our guide throughout the trip. 
He introduced our security team, and we were quickly 

ushered away through the 
battle lines of taxi cab and 
shuttle drivers, all looking to 
make a buck, each one 
grabbing at our luggage. 
  

To say it was a crazy ride 
through the narrow streets of 
Haiti to our hotel would be an 
understatement. Traffic in 
Haiti does not have the 
organized flow of the United 
States. It’s more like a free-for
-all. The quickest car into any 
opening has the right of way. 
Finally, we arrived at our hotel 
safe and sound. The hotel that 
first night was posh and 
comfortable, quite a contrast 
from the streets of Port Au 

Prince, which were hectic at best. Here my wife, Wendy 
Bersche, and I met Pierrot, from whom we bought a cup of 
coffee. He rides a bus to work two hours each way every 
day. His wife died five years ago from breast cancer, and 
he alone provides for four children on the small pay he 
receives from the hotel. This was our first opportunity to 
offer prayer and support to someone we now call a friend in 
Haiti. 
  

The next morning we were rested and ready to proceed 
forward toward our new home for the upcoming week in 

Thomassique, located 
in the Central Plateau 
region of Haiti about 
seven miles from the 
Dominican Republic. 
Port Au Prince to 
Thomassique is 
roughly 80 miles. Yet it 
took us over five hours 
to make the trip, 
mostly due to road 
conditions. To say the 
roads were a challenge 
would not even come 
close to describing the valleys, craters, and ruts that pass 
for roads in Haiti. As you drive you try to find the place with 
the fewest gulches, gaps, and dips, in an effort to keep the 
ride smooth. There are no good choices in which way to 
maneuver a vehicle. You simply take the least bad choice 
and hope you don’t jar everyone to death. 
  

Our first night in Thomassique was interesting to say the 
least. We were given two main instructions: Don’t pet any 
dogs; they are not pets in Haiti. Don’t drink the water nor 
get any in your mouth, not even a drop. Bottled water was 
our best friend for the 
remainder of the trip. The beds 
were hard like plywood with 
little give. Mosquito nets 
covered each bed and blocked 
any hope for a flow of air. The 
sounds of the night, however, 
played the most cruel joke. 
Dogs barking, pigs snorting, 
singing and loud music at 
various times in the night, and  
noises I have yet to determine 
from where they might have 
come filled the night. Outside 
the window where Wendy and I 
slept was a large rooster who 
had a poor sense of timing. He 
would begin to crow around 
10:30 each night and usually 
each hour afterward. When one 
rooster crowed, they all crowed. Thomassique has a lot of 
roosters and farm animals. 
  

Our group consisted of Wendy, Judy Cregan, Bryan and 
Keah Payne, and me, all members of St. John’s, Moore. 
Our work began on Saturday as we were brought to the 
Lutheran Church in Thomassique. Concrete was being 
prepared for the floor of the church. Our group gave 
assistance by carrying buckets and wheelbarrows of 
cement back and forth. Even with the language barrier we 
were able to lend a hand in the pouring of concrete. Bryan 
and I were covered with cement well before noon. 
Nevertheless, I think we both felt satisfied at a job well 
done. Much work is left to do at this church, but, when 
finished, it will be a beautiful and sound structure. 

(continued on page 9) 
  

A typical street in Haiti 

On the road to Thomassique 

Mosquito netting 
surrounding beds at night 
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Mission Field: Haiti  

(continued from page 8) 

Unbeknownst to 
me, I was slated to 
preach at this very 
church the next 
morning. You can 
imagine my 
surprise when this 
information was 
passed along. Late 
that afternoon I 
began to prepare. I 
put my nose to the 
grindstone in the 
Bible, jotting down 

some notes, and soon developed what I thought would be 
the makings of about a ten-minute sermon. I figured with 
pausing for the interpreter we would be looking at about 15 
minutes, and that should have been about right. 
  

It can be difficult to elaborate on notes when you’re in a 
country that doesn’t speak English. The sermon started out 
well with introductions as to who we were and why we were 
there. However, the text was on the ten virgins from 
Matthew 25, and my interpreter struggled with the word 
virgin. At this point things went downhill. I didn’t know how 
much I could elaborate, because I didn’t know what other 
word he might stumble on. The result was a 15-minute 
sermon reduced to about six minutes. The truth be told, this 
seemed to please our security team. No one complained, 
so I think it was okay. In fact, I just might be their favorite 
preacher ever. 
  

On Monday we toured the Lutheran School, and I must say 
I was very impressed. The whole structure was well built 
and painted nicely. The classrooms were clean, and the 
children were very polite. Jean Claude Marin, the pastor 
and the one who oversees the school, took us into each 
classroom. The children greeted us, and several classes 
sang songs of welcome for us. We also met the director of 
the school who, along with all the teachers, showed the 
utmost in professionalism. 
  

The next morning, Tuesday, we gathered our medical 
supplies and headed back to the school. Wendy is a nurse, 
and she looked after each child. While the women were 

with the children, 
Bryan and I went to 
the goat farm to work. 
Bryan showed them 
how to build a rack 
used to dry mangos 
so that they can be 
better utilized. He built 
a small model while I 
drove back and forth a 
few times taking care 
of a problem with the 
generators. 
  

Our off time was spent 
at the house. We were not able to go outside the gates 

apart from 
security, so 
ventures to other 
places were 
limited. The 
women helped in 
the kitchen and 
enjoyed playing 
with the children. 
Wendy taught 
them to bowl with 
empty water 
bottles as pins, 
and the children 
also enjoyed 
some coloring 
books that had been brought. Bryan and I read some, and 
he continued his work on building the model of the mango 
drying rack. 
  

Our trip came to a close on Wednesday, and we made the 
long journey back to Port Au Prince. We spent the night at 
the same hotel and on Thursday flew back to the United 
States, landing in Oklahoma City somewhere around 

midnight. We were 
tired but more thankful 
than ever that we live 
in the United States of 
America. 
  

Overall, I was pleased 
with our trip. Our goal 
was to assist with the 
building of the church, 
look after the children 
at the school, and, 
most importantly, to 
be a fact-finding 
mission to see what 

the needs are in Haiti, especially in the Thomassique area. 
I don’t want to say anything negative about Haiti as we 
were treated with the utmost of hospitality; however, a 
negative reality exists for this land. Words cannot describe 
many of the things we saw, both good and bad. 
  

Although we were treated with respect and honor, the 
reality remains. This nation is steeped in poverty. Voodoo 
remains the dominant religion. Haiti is a contradiction all in 
itself. As Wendy put it, Haiti is paradoxical. You will see 
houses that are falling down and in great disarray. Yet the 
people who live there will dress each day as if going to a 
party. Sanitation is virtually unheard of and trash and filth 
litter the streets. I will never forget this trip nor the many 
friends we made along the way. We will continue to pray for 
Haiti as the need is great and the opportunity for the 
Gospel is open. Please pray for all the Christians in this 
nation, and all yet to believe. Ask that God will send his 
Holy Spirit upon them so they may believe salvation is 
found only in our crucified and risen Savior, Jesus.  

 

Submitted by Re. Mark L. Bersche 
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The church floor before concrete  

Wendy Bersche with school children 

Bryan Payne, with Haitians, building a 
mango drying rack 

The goat farm, important to Haitians 
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District Mission Grants 
for 2016-2018  

District Board  
Oklahoma District President 

 Dianna Just 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Paula  Keefer 

VP of Christian Life 

 Pam Wiederkehr 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Delia Collard 

VP of Communication 

 Laura Price 

VP of Special Focus  

Ministries 

 Tish Mindemann 

Recording Secretary 

 Brenda Nivens 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Sharon Greene 

Treasurer 

 Katie Michaels-Johnson 

Financial Secretary 

 Katie Schroeder 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ned Moerbe 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Mark Bersche 

Public Relations Chairman 

 Bev England 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 

Webservant 

 Jody Zscheck 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Carol Fruehling 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Keah Payne 

Young Women Chairmen 

 Shari Stepanek 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Shawna Duwald 

Planning Facilitator 

  

  

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she 
is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

GRANT  AMOUNT PAID 

1 Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc., Tulsa, OK $5,000 $5,000 

2 OK District Ministerial Students $8,000 $8,000 

3 Concordia Seminary Food Bank, St. Louis, MO $5,000 $5,000 

4 Camp Lutherhoma Camperships, Tahlequah, OK $7,500 $7,500 

5 MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource 

Center, Tulsa, OK 

$5,000 $5,000 

6 Oklahoma District Professional Church Workers' 

Scholarships 

$12,000 $9,000 

7 Building Repairs for Cristo Rey Lutheran Church, 

Oklahoma City, OK 

$6,000 $6,000 

8 Assistance for MOST Ministries Missions Trips, 

Scholarships for Oklahoma District LWML Members 

$6,000  

9 Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological 

Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN 

$5,000 $5,000 

10 Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Oklahoma City, OK 

$1,000 $1,000 

11 Holy Cow Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry Support 

Trailer, Lamb of God Lutheran Church, Flower 

Mound, TX 

$10,000 $10,000 

12 Bibles for Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch, Minot, ND $3,000 $3,000 

13 Veterans of the Cross, Aid for Retired Church  

Workers 

$5,000 $5,000 

14 Bible Storybooks for Asian Immigrant Families,  

Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Macomb, MI 

$4,000 $4,000 

15 Unequally Yoked: Ministry to American Christian 

Women Affected by Islam through Dating and Mar-

riage, POBLO International, Clinton Township, MI 

$5,000 $5,000 

16 Interpreters for Mission Field, MOST Ministries $10,000 $5,000 

17 Oklahoma District Pastors, Vicars and Lay Ministers 

Wives Retreat 

$4,000  

18 M28 Ministries, the 2nd Mile, Lawton, OK $1,500 $1,500 

  TOTAL $103,000 $85,000 

Our God has done amazing things!  Reflecting back over this past biennium, through 
our faith, we know our Oklahoma mites have served as God has ordained.  What a 
blessing to have been a part of it all!  We can be confident that our pennies, nickels, 
dimes, quarters, and dollar bills have carried the good news of His salvation. To the 
glory of God, His Kingdom continues to increase!  Thank you for sharing your 
blessings, so that His will can be done.  


