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Oklahoma District 
Plans to be Glad 
 
Have you marked your calendar? 
Excitement is building. You won’t want to 
miss it. Our LWML Oklahoma District 
Convention will be held at the Tulsa Marriott 
Hotel Southern Hills, April 15-16, 2016. It’s 
just around the corner, and the District and 
Host convention committees have been 
busy preparing. The facilities at the hotel 
are great; the entire second floor of the 
hotel will be devoted to the convention, so 
most activities will be held on one level.  
 

Here are some highlights: 

 Theme “we are GLAD”, Psalm 126:2-3 

 Bible Study leaders will be Rev. Mike 
and Cheryl Mattil from Sherman, Texas. Pastor Mike was the Bible study 
leader at the LWML Convention in Des Moines this past June. We are 
excited that Cheryl, his wife, will be joining him here in Oklahoma. 

 Mission Speaker, Carlotta Tiews, will speak on her experiences in Africa.   

 St. Louis Concordia Seminary Representative Dr. Gerry Bode will relate 
how our Oklahoma District mites have impacted the Seminary and 
Seminarians.  

 Vicar Phillip Fischaber, a student of Ft. Wayne Seminary supported by 
Oklahoma District mites, will tell his story of how much LWML support 
means to him. 

 Wonderful Servant activities are being planned. 

 New twin sheet sets will be collected for the Women and Children’s Center 
in Tulsa. Diapers and onesies will be collected for MEND in Tulsa and the 
Women’s Pregnancy Center in Owasso. 

 Child Care will be provided at the hotel during the convention. 

 Friday evening worship service and a wine and cheese reception will be 
held at Christ the Redeemer which is just down the street from the Marriott.  

 
Convention bags will not be supplied this year. Instead, 
convention committees ask that each attendee bring her 
(or his) own “GLAD bag.” Have fun decorating a new or 
repurposed bag. See how creative you can be! Get your 
whole society involved and make matching bags, or 
have a contest among yourselves. We are looking 
forward to seeing all those ‘GLAD bags” to show how we 
are GLAD to serve our Lord! See you at convention!  

 

Submitted by Betty Reichert, District Convention Chairman 

 
 

 

 

Left: A little fabric paint helps recycle this tote bag into 

a "Glad Bag" for the 2016 OKLWML Convention in 

Tulsa next April. 
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.     

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 
you through the laying on of my hands. For the Spirit God gave us does 

not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline.   
2 Timothy 1:6-7 

 

“God has blessed you with many gifts and strengths. Which one are you 
most thankful for in regard to your work with the LWML?” 

 

The LWML Leader Development Committee I’ve been asked to serve on 
polled nearly 70 leaders at the St. Louis Interdepartmental Meeting in late 
October. We received the typical answers such as organization and communication skills, but we 
also learned of some unique strengths that are equally important to our service to God.  

 

Are you gifted with a great sense of humor? Good leaders know that a carefully chosen joke or 
humorous story can instantly reverse the negative mood of a meeting. Humor is also effective in 
breaking down the walls between leadership and the team. 

 

Are you optimistic? Optimism is highly contagious! Even in small doses, a positive attitude can spread quickly and 
influence many. 
 

Are you a hugger? One LWML Vice President shared her favorite blessing was to be a hugger. See someone who 
seems nervous before an important presentation? A hug can quickly dispel that anxiety. Does your friend think she really 
blew it?  A hug lets her know God will work it out. Is someone lonely? A hug conveys love and is an invitation to become 
part of the circle of friends.   
 

For which of your strengths are you most thankful? Say a prayer today and thank God for His blessings. Then look for 
opportunities to use them to serve the Lord with gladness in your daily walk with Him. 

 

Shine On!             God’s blessings, President Susan Brunkow, oklwmlpres@gmail.com 

 

Susan Brunkow, 

President 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven”  (Matthew 5:16 ESV). 

Remembering – 
Recycling –  
Receiving –  
 
 

These three words are key to this great endeavor. When 
the LWML Oklahoma District started the Recycling 
program years ago, did any of us have any idea that we 
would be blessed in Receiving over $77,000 in this effort? 
Many of you across the district have supported this effort. 
Thanks for Remembering – Recycling – Receiving. Over 
the years, 25% ($19,000+) of funds raised has been 
contributed to mites. Ten percent ($7700) of these funds 
has gone to the Special Gifts Fund, and over $43,000 has 
paid for various leader expenses within our district. In this 
manner, this has enabled our mite donations to go to 
missions throughout Oklahoma, and many areas of the 
United States and foreign countries. In recent months, 
however, we have been missing your participation.  
 

Remembering – It takes all of us working together, each 
doing our part in making this happen. You can bring your 
printer cartridges to your church and place them in the 
Recycling container. You can also actively share this 

information of what recyclables the LWML collects with 
your dentist, doctor, local hospital, local businesses, 
accountant, and many other entities that have printers. Let 
them know that we accept tablets, e-Readers, laptops, 
GPS devices for Recycling. All of these items mount in 
quantity when you and several of your members contribute 
their items and efforts in this manner. With eight zones in 
Oklahoma we should have Recycling efforts in most of our 
congregations. 
 

Remembering! Be excited about this project and share the 
word that we need these recyclables. When you have 
enough for shipment (must be between 30 and 40 lbs.) in 
your shipping carton, attach the UPS pre-paid shipping 
label provided for you by the District. Just 1) collect the 
items, 2) pack them, 3) request a shipping label 
(MChrist721@aol.com), and 4) take the shipping carton to 
your nearest UPS shipper. Off it goes to the recycling 
company. Then, start over again.  
 

Remembering – Let’s see how fast we can make this 
Recycling Fund grow. Will you join with others to make it 
happen? How awesome it will be to see how productive 
your efforts will be in this valuable project. We will be 
Receiving funds from your efforts. 
 

Submitted by Marguerite Christman, Recycling Manager,   
MChrist721@aol.com 



Have you ever noticed how so often at ice-breaker activities we ask people questions like these: if 
you could have any job what would it be? Or, if you could live anywhere, where would you live? 
Now such questions can break the ice and help get people talking to one another. But have you 
ever thought about how these questions might be discouraging to some people?  

 

Asking me what my dream job is might encourage me to think of what I don’t like about my current 
job. Asking me where I would like to live might make me disappointed in my community, house, or 
even my family. 

 

There is no doubt that we live in a society of discontent. Watch an hour of television and pay 
attention to how many commercials try to sell you products by making you discontent with your life 
without them. Watch the presidential debates and see if there are candidates who try to get your 

vote by making you discontent with a country where they are not in power to satisfy your desires. Our sinful nature feeds 
off of this kind of marketing. Our fallen nature thinks that we deserve better than we have.  

 

Now you LWML ladies are some of the most content people I know. You serve the Lord with gladness, confident that He 
provides and takes care of you. That is the effect of the Gospel has had on your life. But I urge you to remember that it 
is easy even for Christians to slip into discontentment. So beware, for both yourself and others, that you do not 
accidentally encourage discontentment.  

 

It is hard to wrestle with the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh which all strive to make us discontent with what God 
has given. But don’t lose sight of the true freedom of the Gospel. Freedom in Christ is not that we are free to indulge 
ourselves and neglect others. Freedom in Christ means we don’t have to be perfect, liked, admired, pampered, or even 
comfortable with what we have in this life. In Christ we already have everything for eternity. We don’t need the perfect 
job, house, children or spouse to be God’s children. Christ has given us everything needful. And that is something with 
which to be content. 

 

Rev. Ned Moerbe, Junior Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights 

President Susan appointed a Task Force to review and plan for the future of 
the Special Gifts Fund. The Fund was established in 1999 and approved to be 
an Endowment. The Task Force, at their meeting in September, looked at other 
Districts’ Special Gifts Funds and endowment plans. We have contacted Linda 
Gage, LWML Gift Planning Counselor, for help from the LCMS Foundation 
which offers resources that assist ministries with promoting, growing and 
managing an endowment fund. The desired outcome of the endowment 
program and policy is to partner with donors to attain a vision commensurate 
with mission and ministry objectives of the Oklahoma District LWML. It links the 
donors to giving opportunities where joy exists.   

The brochure for the Special Gifts Fund was updated and presented to the 
Board of Directors at their meeting held before the Fall Retreat. For 
convenience of donors the envelopes which contains the needed information to 
thank the donor and acknowledge the gift to the honoree or memorials to the 
family of a deceased person now is preaddressed to the Oklahoma District 
Financial Secretary, Leola Thiemann, P.O. Box 2326, Stillwater, OK 74076-
2326. Please let your Zone President know if these are not available at your 
church.   

Gifts have been received in memory of Leo Noltensmeyer and Marjorie 
Ersland. The birthdays of Bev England and Doris Schmall were also honored 
with donations to the Fund. The Fund received $60.42 from the Recycling 
Fund. 

Free resources to help you in your prayerful planning are available through 
Linda Gage, LWML Gift Planning Counselor. If you have questions, contact 
Krystine Gibson, Chairman. 

Submitted by  Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

Special Gifts Fund 
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Food for the Soul 
For weeks,  I’ve been trying to come up 
with a “clever” idea for this article, 
reflecting on Thanksgiving or 
Christmas. Then it hit me!  Simple is 
best!  Think about it.  So many people 
work so hard to make Thanksgiving 
and Christmas celebrations more 
elaborate and memorable than the last.   

 

But, God did simple: a simple manger, 
a simple cross, a simple empty tomb.  
Yet, Jesus’ birth, death, and 
resurrection have been remembered 
for centuries, and have a greater 
impact on our lives now and in eternity 
than any celebration we plan.   

 

Thank you, Lord, for using the simple 
things of this world to bring salvation 
through your Son Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr,  
Vice President of Christian Life 
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Societies Shining for Missions 

The Voice of Service 

St. John’s, Granite: Big Blessings 
from Small Group 

St. John’s, Granite, is a small (7 members) society of 
faithful sisters in Christ who meet regularly to shine through 
their many contributions to Lutheran World Relief. This 
year their contributions amounted to 445 pounds of 
supplies. Contributions included 25 quilts, 18 health kits, 
100 school kits, and 7 sewing kits. Last year they 
contributed 21 quilts, 9 blankets, 20 health kits, 100 school 
kits, 26 sewing kits, and 17 layettes. In addition to LWR 
contributions, the group has assembled quilts and collected 
blankets and other items for organizations in their 
community of Granite, as well as Altus, Elk City, and 
Amarillo (Texas) Lutheran Social Services. 
 

Submitted by Carolyn Love, Leader Development Committee   
 

Ponca City Zone Hosts Dual 
International Missions 

The Ponca City Zone Fall Fest was held at Trinity, 
Blackwell, on September 26. District Junior Pastoral 
Counselor Rev. Ned Moerbe, Trinity, Blackwell, led 
opening and closing devotions. Zone Pastoral Counselor 
Rev. W. R. Rains, Zion, Guthrie, led Bible study. Fifty-three 
were in attendance, including 4 pastors, 5 guests, 25 
members, 12 delegates and 7 children. All Ponca City 
Zone society presidents were in attendance.    
 

Mission speakers Don and Cheryl Klein of Newkirk, 
showed video of their experience working in Wittenberg, 
Germany, on the Wittenberg English Ministry project. Rev. 
Ed Hosch, along with his family, shared with the group his 
preparations to go to Lima, Peru, as an LCMS missionary 
with the Mighty Fortress Mercy House.  He showed video 
illustrating the mission field in Lima.  
 

Gifts from the Heart totaled over 200 toiletry items collected 
to give to the Marland Children’s Home in Ponca City. 
Donations for Lutheran World Relief equaled 2046.45 
pounds. Items donated were 205 quilts, 14 blankets, 43 
personal care kits, 299 school kits, 28 layettes, 3 sewing 
kits, and 48 pounds of soap.   
 

Submitted by Esther Bersche, OKLWML Ponca City Zone President  
 

 Christ the Redeemer Assists Local 
Children in Preparing for School 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015, women of Christ the 
Redeemer, Tulsa, were at the Assistance League of Tulsa 
for Operation School Bell. Attending were Diane Morlock, 
Betsy Piantanida, Nancy Kirby, Diana Haley, Kathy 
Stephens, Victoria Haley, Barb Sprunger, Lynne Kollock, 
Sharon Williams Schmidt and Jody Zscheck, and Sarah 
Jensen, photographer. 

 

After an orientation, the women 
assisted school children in 
shopping for new clothes from 
the supply at the Assistance 
League. Both children and 
adult shoppers smiled with joy. 
Each child had the opportunity 
to select & fill a large brown 
paper bag with clothing, books, 
and health kits. They received 
coats and gloves, too. 

 
Submitted by Sarah Jensen,  

Christ the Redeemer 

Above: Nancy Kirby works 

diligently to supply 

children with shoes.  

YWRs Thank Law Enforcement with 
Cookies for Courage 

 

YWRs met for Bible study on Christian Courage Saturday, 
November 11. Following Bible study, they decorated and 
delivered 18 bags of cookies to local law enforcement agencies 
in Oklahoma City. Pictured at right are: (back row) Shawna 
Roggow, Suzet Roggow, Keah Payne, Tish Mindemann, Emma 
Meyer, Myrna Lou Meyer, and (front row) Theresa Roggow, 
Susan Brunkow, and Megan Sibley. 
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  Opportunities to Shine 

ALASKA 
MISSION FOR 
CHRIST  

The LWML OK District 
awarded a $5,000.00 
mission grant to the 
Boat Ministry in 
Southeast Alaska for the 
2014 – 2016 biennium.     

 

Alaska Mission for Christ serves many isolated island 
communities in Southeast Alaska. Rick and Tori Hanson 
have spent their past eight summers serving Alaska 
Mission for Christ by visiting communities in their own boat, 
"Living Water," conducting Vacation Bible Schools and 
Sports Camps. They have formed relationships with people 
in the communities while sharing their love for Jesus Christ.   

 

Southeast Alaska has 
many communities that 
are accessible by boat or 
plane only. Rick and Tori 
travel by boat from 
community to community 
creating a network of 
relationships that share 
the Good News of Jesus. 

In a typical summer, they serve five communities with Bible
-based programs.  After ministry is established, Rick and 
Tori pass the ministry to AMC who finds long-term teams to 
serve the community.   
 

The cost of fuel is very 
expensive, and Rick and 
Tori have borne the cost of 
most of their expenses over 
the past eight years. 
Typically, they spend 
between $7,000 and 
$8,000 in fuel costs each 
summer. The LWML 
mission grant was used to help defray the fuel costs of 
Hanson Boat Ministry in Southeast Alaska. 
 

Rick and Tori’s work fits with Alaska Mission for Christ’s 
goal to provide a bold witness for Jesus in every 
community in Alaska.  Alaska Mission for Christ has served 
remote areas with the Good News of Jesus Christ through 
long-term missionaries, licensed deacons, Vacation Bible 
Schools, sports camps, art camps and building projects.   
 

Keep Alaska Missions for Christ and Rick and Tori Hanson 
in prayer as they work to spread the saving news of Jesus 
Christ. Visit their website at www.alaskamissionforchrist.org 
to find out more about their ministry.   
 

Submitted by Delia Hansen,  Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

President Patti’s Mission Grant 
Initiative  
 

When Patti Ross (Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa) was elected 
LWML President at the Des Moines Convention this past 
summer, one of her first initiatives was to connect LWML 
women with our national mission grants.   
 

President Patti has asked each LWML District to personally 
adopt one of the national mission grants and bring it to life 
as “their grant.”  President Patti recommended the 
Oklahoma District adopt grant #2, Disaster Response 
Trailers. This $80,000 grant will provide 20 trailers to 20 
congregations in response to local disasters.   
 

The trailers will be fully equipped with tools, cleaning 
supplies, power tools, and items needed for teams to arrive 
ready to work and not further burden a congregation eager 
to assist. Teams will be trained to face situations that may 
arise and to share the Gospel as they labor for the Lord. 
Mercy in Action!!   
 

As congregations receive a trailer, the women of the 
Oklahoma District will have an opportunity to partner with 
other societies in the nation, sharing how our District and 
congregations responded to recent disasters. More 
information on this program will be provided in the coming 
months as action plans develop.  

 

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
 

Immediate Mite Contributions 
Requested for the Season 

 

The Christmas Season is upon us. As we busy ourselves 
with parties and preparations, let us not forget collection for 
mites. The Districts aims to fulfill two mission grant 
requests in December: 

 

 $6000 grant for Oklahoma District Ministerial Students 

 $12,000 grant for scholarships for Oklahoma District 
students preparing to be professional church workers. 

 

College expenses are overwhelming for many students. 
Scholarships and Christmas gifts are a huge 
encouragement to those who will lead our LCMS in the 
future. 
  

Is your society or zone celebrating Christ’s birth with a 
Christmas party? Include a Christmas stocking for 
collection of mites. Perhaps you have a monthly mite 
Sunday or Noisy Offering at your church. This month talk to 
your congregation about mites and tell your members that 
we are specifically funding grants for Oklahoma students 
preparing to be pastors, directors of Christian education, 
and Lutheran school teachers.  
 

The Time is Now to give thanks for all we have been given 
and SHINE through our Mission Grants! 

 

Submitted by Susan Brunkow, Oklahoma District President  
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Zones Shine during Fall Fests 

Panhandle Zone President 

Kasey Meyer leads Fall Fest 

at Trinity, Woodward. 

Rev. Ron Simpson, Senior Pastoral Counselor, Myrna Lou 

Meyer, Oklahoma City Zone President, Ken Loeber, 

mission speaker representing Lutheran Braille Workers, and 

Susan Brunkow, District President, at Oklahoma City Zone, 

Good Shepherd, Midwest City.  

Rev.  Edward Hosch, missionary 

to Lima, Peru, speaks to Enid 

Zone, Zion, Lahoma. 

District President Susan 

Brunkow addresses 

Enid Zone, Zion, 

Lahoma. 
Jeff Henderson, Bridge Park 

Ministries, Lawton, speaks to 

Lawton Zone, Holy Cross, Lawton.  

Dianna Just, speaks to Miami 

Zone, Messiah, Vinita, on 

Mission Opportunities Short 

Term (M.O.S.T.). 

President Susan with Past Presidents Joy  

Schweer and Ebba Johnson.  

The Voice of Service 

Joe Hosch, son of  Rev. Ed Hosch, had a 

“beary” good time at Enid Zone Fall Fest. 
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District Retreats to Camp Lutherhoma 

 

 

Volume 48, Issue 4 

Women of the LWML Oklahoma District spent October 23-24 at Camp Lutherhoma 
delving into God’s Word and realizing His plans for each attendees “Beautiful Feet.” 
While the District Board of Directors met before the retreat started, early arrivers 
participated in servant events to clear and beautify camp grounds. Attendees 
participated in Bible study, a prayer walk, and indulged in pedicures. Travel size 
toiletries and dish towels were collected and donated to the camp.  

Above: Laura Price, Vice 

President of Communication, 

and Shawna Roggow, Teen 

LWML Coordinator, share 

moments at the District 

retreat. 

Above: Dorothy Gilbreath, Gerry Schoelen, and Carolyn 

Love plant tulips outside the camp dining hall prior to the 

start of the retreat. 

Left: Attendees  Odie Mindemann and Kim Cobb write cards of 

encouragement to seminary students. Cards were mailed to students 

after the retreat ended on Saturday.  

Above: Betty Reichert, 

Parliamentarian, enjoys the 

retreat activities. 

Above: Carolyn Love leads 

activities at the retreat.  



Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God 
so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

District Board  
Oklahoma District President 

 Susan Brunkow 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

VP of Christian Life 

 Pam Wiederkehr 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Delia Hansen 

VP of Communication 

 Laura Price 

VP of Special Focus  

Ministries 

 Dianna Just 

Recording Secretary 

 Brenda Nivens 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Teresa Heater 

Treasurer 

 Katie Michaels-Johnson 

Financial Secretary 

 Leola Thiemann 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ron Simpson 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ned A. Moerbe 

Public Relations Chairmen 

 Bev England 

 Patti Ross 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 

Webservant 

 Sarah Ross 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Krystine Gibson 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Sharon Bomhoff 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Vacant 

Young Women Chairman 

 Tish Mindemann 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Shawna Roggow 

Planning Facilitator 

 Sue Avis 

Oklahoma District Mission Grants 
for 2014-2016  
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God is merciful and has blessed the women of the LWML Oklahoma District abundantly!  
Thank you for responding to our call for mite donations. Throughout the summer months, 
mite donations were considerably low and there was concern over our ability to meet our 
financial obligations to our mission grant recipients.  Through your gracious giving in 
October, we received the funds needed to pay our mission grants as scheduled.  Thank 
you for your dedication and continual support to LWML.  To God be the glory!   
 

“This same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, 
which have been given to us in Christ Jesus."  Philippians 4:19 

 

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Vice President of Gospel Outreach  

2014 – 2016  OKLAHOMA  DISTRICT  MISSION  GRANTS AMOUNT PAID 

 1.  Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) of Oklahoma Trailer  

and Equipment  
   $9,000   $9,000 

 2.  Trinity/Hope Lutheran School, Lunch Program – Haiti  $5,000   

 3.  Concordia Seminary Food Coop  - Fort Wayne, Indiana  $5,000   

 4.  Oklahoma District Professional Church Workers Scholarship  $12,000 $12,000 

 5.  All Nations Hope Ministries Outreach to Muslim People in Okla-
homa  

$5,000 $5,000 

 6.  Oklahoma District Ministerial Students - Christmas Gift  $6,000  $6,000 

 7.  Camp Lutherhoma Utility Vehicle – Tahlequah, OK  $6,500 $6,500 

 8.  Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc. – Tulsa, OK  $4,000   

 9.  Bibles for Orphans and Destitute- Orphan Grain Train  $5,000  $5,000 

10. Mend Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center – Tulsa, 

OK  
$5,000 $5,000 

11. Boat Ministry in Southeast Alaska  $5,000 $5,000 

12. International Graduate Student Support, Concordia Seminary  – 
St. Louis, MO  

$10,000 $10,000 

13. Bridge Park Ministry – Lawton, OK  $5,000 $5,000 

14. Supplies for Lutheran Seminary Students – Shiabongahabong, 
Indonesia  

$3000 $3,000 

15. MOST Ministries Eyeglass Mission Team Support  $5,000 $5,000 

16. Faith Alive: Spanish Bible with Small Catechism  $3,500  $3,500 

17. Mighty Fortress Mercy House – Lima, Peru  $3,000 $3,000 

18. Deaconess Ministry in the Mission Field  $3,000 $3,000 

19. Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch Chapel – Minot, ND  $1,200 $1,200 

Total $101,200 $87,200 

http://www.trinityhope.org/
http://www.ctsfw.edu/Page.aspx?pid=383
http://lutherhoma.com/
http://www.lbwinc.org/
http://www.ogt.org/
http://mendpregnancy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BridgeParkProject
http://www.mostministries.org/welcome

