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It’s the week before Thanksgiving and all through 
the land, people are moaning, “Black Friday’s at 
hand”.  But wait! The date’s changed. The sale 
starts Thursday or even today. And we all shake 
our heads and wonder, “What’s the hurry, 
anyway?” 

 

With apologies to Clement Clarke Moore, I have 
been bemoaning the rush past the current holiday 
to reach the next, so I notice a certain irony in that 
I am reminding you to mark your calendars for 
April 25-26, 2014, for the Oklahoma District 
Convention. After some intense planning last 
weekend, however, I’m so excited to join with the 
ladies from the Kingfisher and Panhandle zones to invite you to join your sisters in 
Christ in Oklahoma City at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. We will be “Reflecting His 
Radiance.” 

 

I look forward to mission inspiration from Carly Hatcher, the director of MOST 
ministries, and Bible study led by past LWML pastoral counselor Rev. Kris Whitby. 
Also, we will celebrate 85 years of LWML in the Oklahoma District. Start saving your 
dimes now for a special offering. 

 

The January issue of The Voice of Service will be the convention issue with all the 
registration details. There will be information about housing (which is such a great 
deal), our first ever LWML treasure hunt, our national representative Kay Kreklau, 
worship, child care, young women and teen activities, Gifts from the Heart,  servant 
events, and so much more. 

 

So much planning is underway, it almost feels like the Christmas season with all of 

the preparation and list-making and anticipation. Wait. It is almost the Christmas 

season. But first comes Thanksgiving and Black whatever day it is now.  

Submitted by Sherrie Schroeder, Convention Planning Chairman 

Plans Underway for 
Reflecting His  
Radiance  

Like us on Facebook at 

Oklahoma LWML 

Zone Banner Specs Each zone is requested to design and construct a 
banner that is 2 x 3 feet in size (the size of a wall hanging, for example). 
Banners should reflect the theme, “Reflecting His Radiance” (see above), 
based on Isaiah 60:5a,“Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will 
throb and swell with joy…” Banners should have a top casing for a dowel rod. 
Poles for carrying the banners will be provided at convention. Zone 
presidents will carry the banners during the opening procession.  
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One of my favorite days is Thanksgiving Friday!  Not that I am a Black 
Friday shopper but because that is the day our family traditionally breaks 
out the Christmas music and decorates the Christmas tree.  I love the 
sparkly tinsel, the shiny glass ornaments, and yes, even that messy glittery ball that my kids made 
in kindergarten.  As I looked at these special ornaments, I realized that none of them shine on their 
own.  It takes light to make them beautiful.  In the same way, it takes God’s light for us to truly 
shine. 

 

“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”  2 Corinthians 4:6  

 

Just like we put the Christmas tree in the front window for the whole neighborhood to see, God directs us to let our light 
shine so that the world may see Him through us in what we do and say.   

 

“Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all the house.  In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.”  Matthew 5: 15-16 

 

Each time you look at a Christmas tree, take a moment to ponder the wonder of God shining in our hearts so that the 
world may see Him through what we say and do. 

                       God’s blessings, President Susan Brunkow 

Susan  

Brunkow 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   
Matthew 5:16 

The Committee on Young Women are 
calling all young women to attend the 
Oklahoma District Convention. However, we 
need the help of zone/society presidents. 
Send us a list of all your young women ages 
18 to 35. Include email addresses and 
phone numbers, if possible. They don't have 

to be members of your LWML chapter, just  
young women in your congregation. We are 
hoping to contact these ladies and get them 
excited about convention and LWML! Help 
us out! 

 

Submitted by Tishina Mindemann and Shawna 
Roggow, Young Women Chairmen 

Blessed to be a blessing for 85 years!  

We want you!  

That is what we want to celebrate and praise God for at 
our 2014 Oklahoma District LWML Convention, "Reflecting 
His Radiance," April 25-26, in Oklahoma City. Faithful 
women met in 1928 to organize the "Lutheran Women's 
League of Oklahoma" to unite their benevolent work and 
raise money for missions and missionaries. At the 
organizing meeting in 1928 one of the motions adopted 
was a fee of $.10 per member each month to be assessed 
and sent to the state treasurer. On September 29, 1929, 
they held their first LWL convention in Norman. 

 

Fast forward to 1998, the Oklahoma District LWML 
established the "Special Gifts Fund" as the district's 
endowment fund to be used for special projects and 
programs approved by the Board of Directors. This fund 
receives memorials, honorariums, and other "special" 

remembrances, and has enabled projects to be funded 
outside of mite offerings.  

 

To celebrate our 85 years in mission, it is proposed that 
LWML members bring 85 dimes to the 2014 convention to 
be given to the "Special Gifts Fund" as an offering of 
thanks for all the blessings bestowed upon us. Recall the 
faithful contributions of our early sisters who during hard 
financial times, reached out in faith with their dimes to 
further their work for Jesus.  

 

Submitted by Patti Ross 
 

(Information taken from 80 Years 1928-2008 Reflections of the 
Oklahoma District Lutheran Women's Missionary League, a 
history of the LWML in Oklahoma published with funds from the 
"Special Gifts Fund," and authored by Marilyn Alsip, Archivist-
Historian, and Ebba Johnson, Archivist-Historian Emeritus, 2008). 
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As I write this article, the weather outside is threatening and we have been told to “watch out, 
here it comes!” The weather forecasters are suggesting we stay snug at home and stay off the 
roads. In fact, one forecaster mentioned that it would be a wonderful time to just do nothing at all. 
 

Satan has been encouraging Christians throughout history to do the same thing. He encourages 
us to relax, get comfortable and do nothing at all. Sadly, we see this type of attitude in many 
places in our world, even within the church. 

 

How terrible it would be if we all succumbed to that philosophy. So much needs to be done, and 
the Lord has placed us here to do the work of the kingdom! Our work as the LWML is to boldly 
proclaim the message of Christ’s saving work throughout the world. We do that in such mighty 
ways!! 

 

I invite you to reflect on the following words:  “To laugh is to risk appearing the fool; to weep is to 
risk appearing sentimental; to reach out for another is to risk involvement; to expose feeling is to 

risk exposing your true self; to play your ideas, your dreams, before the crowd, is to risk their loss; to love is to risk not 
being loved in return; to live is to risk dying; to hope is to risk despair; to try is to risk failure. But, risk must be taken 
because the greatest hazard in life is to risk nothing. The person who risks nothing, does nothing, has nothing and is 
nothing. He may avoid suffering and sorrow, but he simply cannot learn, feel, change, grow, live or love. Chained by his 
certitudes, he is a slave. He has forfeited freedom. Only a person who risks, is free.”  Author Unknown  

 

We live in a free country, the greatest in the world. We have freedom because others took the risk. We have an amazing 
group of ladies across the United States who stand for mission and ministry because our foremothers took a risk.  

 

As we continue to write our chapter in the legacy of LWML, as we look as the new year that lies ahead of us, as we 
focus on our mission goals, may we continually be taking a risk for the Lord and extending His kingdom and His Word to 
a sin darkened world. God’s blessings as we “Keep the Faith” and Shine On.   

  

Pastor Bill Schneider, OK LWML Senior Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights                Risk Taking Is Free 

Special Gifts Fund  
 

From Linda Gage’s weekly newsletter:  God is the Owner of all creation, but He entrusted it to His 
human creatures -- you and me -- to manage wisely for His purposes.  We were put here on earth 
to make a contribution – to Transfer the Blessings.  We were made in His image to share in His 
work.  

 

Creating a plan, a Christian estate plan that provides for the people you love and ministries you 
care about, is an important planning step for everyone.  Whether it’s blessing your family, finding 
ways to give to the Lord, or making the best decision to select options that transfer our values and 
valuables; planning is vital in carrying out our stewardship as managers of God’s creation.  

  

Information is available on estate planning and charitable giving by contacting Linda Gage, LWML 
Gift Planning Counselor, at lindagage.lwml@gmail.com or at (800)741-4138.  She can answer any 
questions and assist you in determining the charitable giving plan for you and your family.  You can 
count on her expert and confidential counsel, provided at no cost to you.  

 

The Oklahoma District Special Gifts Fund is to provide an avenue for donations, memorials, future 
gifts, and gifts set aside in a will.  Acknowledgement of the receipt of each gift and contribution is 
made to both the donor and the person being honored or the family or friend of the one being 
remembered.   

 

Donations acknowledged during the period April 1 through September 30, 2013 were for mothers: 
Amanda Haefker, Elinore Nienhueser, Ruth Karner, Patti Ross, Bev England, Doris Schmall, and 
Marguerite Christman. Additional memorials were for June Minard, Dorothy Doering, Rose Evers, 
and Arlis Motley.  Gifts were received honoring birthdays of Bev England and Doris Schmall.  

 

The fund has received $85 in donations, $97.59 from recycling and $46.43 in interest earned for 
quarter ended September 30, 2013, for a balance of $36,247.67.  

 

Gifts may be sent to Leola Thiemann, OK LWML Financial Secretary.  Questions may be directed 
to Krystine Gibson. 

Submitted by Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

“Planning is vital in 

carrying out our 

stewardship as 

managers of God’s 

creation.” 

mailto:lindagage.lwml@gmail.com
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Around the District 

LWML Retreat at Canyon Camp, Hinton 

Serving Up the Gospel 

 

How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! 

Psalm 119:103 

 

Serving up the Gospel can be compared to serving up a 
fancy meal. 

 
 

We begin with the appetizer: 
Getting a taste of the good food to come via an appetizer 
whets the appetite. 
Getting a taste of the Gospel leaves us wanting more of 
the meal. 
 
 

Next we have the main course: 
The Gospel can be compared to the honey-flavored 
manna God provided for His people in the wilderness. 
The Gospel of the Lord is sweet and nourishing, providing 
the most important  spiritual food for our souls. 

  
 

The dessert course is last: 
Dessert is often the anticipated culmination of the meal. It is sweet to the taste and 
gives energy to the body. 

 
 

Many are the benefits of searching God’s Word. It gives wisdom, peace, joy, 
and the assurance of forgiveness. 
 
 

The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is a “dessert experience” we can receive 
often. Our liturgy calls it “a foretaste of the Feast to come.” 
 

 

And the best is yet to come when we will celebrate at the Lord’s Feast in heaven! 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him. 

Psalm 34:8 

The Voice of Service 

Retreat attendees participate in a tea-

pot version of “A Mighty Fortress Is 

Our God”  Friday night at Canyon 

Camp, Hinton. 

The Swedish Chef  

(Joyce Von Dielingen) 

serves up the Gospel at 

Canyon Camp, Hinton 

Ruth Kruse and Dee Dee 

Schultz, both from Tulsa, 

participate in a prayer walk 

on Saturday morning. 

Shawna Roggow, YWR, Ok-

lahoma City, shares with the 

group. 
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At this time of year, our thoughts turn to the many bless-
ings that have been bestowed upon us. We take a few 
minutes to remember the Lutheran women who have 
claimed their heavenly reward during 2012-2013. May we 
rejoice in their lives and give thanks for these mentors, 
friends and sisters in Christ. 
 
ZELLA AIGNER was born Oct. 19, 1912. She was bap-
tized at Christ Lutheran Church on Dec. 12, 1948, and con-
firmed there on June 6, 1954.  She joined Unit IV of Christ 
Lutheran LWML during the 1960 to 1962 biennium and 
remained an active member of that unit until it folded in 
2001, at which time she joined Unit V, of which she re-
mained a member until her death on June 11, 2013.  Be-
sides being active in League activities, she was in the Altar 
Guild and the quilting group.  She loved her church and 
she loved people. 

 

EVELYN BASS was a faithful member of the Redeemer 
Lutheran LWML of Enid.  Evelyn was the Prayer Chain 
Ministry coordinator.  She also sent get well cards and 
birthday cards to members.  She was an active member of 
the LWML Friendship Guild.   
 

BERTHA “SCOTTI” BRUNING,  Immanuel, OKC 

 

CAROLYN MARIE CHOPP  was born on July 23, 1934, 
and grew up in Perry.  She was baptized and confirmed in 
Christ Lutheran Church, Perry, on June 5, 1949. She joined 
Unit II of the LWML in the 1987-88 year and held an office 
in that group until it disbanded in 2011. She was president 
for four years, secretary for 12 years, treasurer for five 
years,  and auditor for four years. Carolyn changed the 
church signboard weekly for many years. She died April 
15, 2012. 

 

SHIRLEY COOPER, Immanuel, OKC 

 

DOROTHY DOERING was an active member from First 
Lutheran in Ponca City  for many years. When she was 
able, she attended all zone and district activities.  In her 
later years she was famous for crocheting "scrubbies" out 
of nylon net.  All the money she made from "scrubbies" 
went to support students from First Lutheran who were in 
the Lutheran colleges or the seminary. 

 

LEONA ELLIOTT of St.Mark Lutheran, Edmond, passed 
away May 28, 2013. She was a faithful member and al-
ways willing to help. 

 

ROSE M. EVERS was a faithful member of Redeemer Lu-
theran LWML, Enid.  Rose served as Chairman of the 
LWML Funeral Coordination. She served as society presi-
dent and archivist/historian, and she was also the church 
secretary. She was active in Lutheran Layman's League, 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, and home extension 
groups. She was the mother of three children. Rose also 
worked and retired as the church secretary.   

 

BETTY FREI was a member of Trinity, Norman. She 
passed away Feb. 1, 2013. 

 

MARLENE GARRISON  of Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa, 
passed away in January, 2013. She had been active in 
LWML for many years .   

 

VIOLA GREGG  was a faithful member of St. John, Cov-
ington. She followed her mother's footsteps by joining the 
LWML when she was young. She joined the society on 
April 3, 1975, and over the years served in every office. 
She passed on her love of LWML to her daughter Dianna 
and granddaughter Chelsea. At the national convention in 
Oklahoma, three generations of Viola's family were repre-
sented. She taught Sunday School and created quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief and Orphan Grain Train. She loved 
to sew and crochet, using these gifts to help others. She 
passed away, but her legacy of the love of missions lives 
on through her family and friends in LWML. 
 
 

SHIRLEY GROVE, a member at Trinity, Norman,  passed 
away January 27, 2013. 

 

FERN HOECKER, active member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church and the Lutheran Women's Missionary League, 
died February 15, 2013, at Hillcrest Nursing Home in 
Blackwell, OK, at the age of 92. Active in LWML, she held 
several local offices and was Christian Growth Chairman 
of  the Blackwell LWML society.   She taught Sunday 
school  for many years.  She enjoyed traveling, crafting, 
and playing dominos.  She was also an avid bridge player 
and loved spending time with her family.  

 

VELMA HOLLARN worked tirelessly at St. Peter, Apache, 
and later at St. John, Lawton. Every week she came to 
clean the sanctuary, dust, clean windows, polish the brass-
ware, clean and press the pastor's robes and the altar par-
aments. She loved to cook, and the kitchen never looked 
better than after she had cleaned it! She was active in the 
choir and worked tirelessly at the annual turkey supper. 
She served as LWML president and also held many other 
offices. She missed meetings only when health issues re-
quired her to move to Oklahoma City to be near her family. 
Velma was born on July 6, 1931, and died on June 1, 
2013. In addition to her church activities she was an ICU/
CCU nurse. 

 

JUANITA KATES, Immanuel, Oklahoma City. 
 

(continued on page 6) 

For All the Saints… 

Giving thanks for those before us 
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Giving thanks for those before us 

(continued from page 5) 

 

MARION MAZZO was a member of the Priscilla Circle at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Oklahoma City.  Marion was very 
active and served as president of the Circle twice.  She was 
the first to always help in all of the activities of the Circle.  
Marion passed away in February of 2012. 

 

JUNE MINARD, a member of Good Shepherd, Midwest 
City,  was active in the LWML Mary Circle quilting and Bible 
study.  She also hosted a Bible Study in her home. June 
went home to the Lord in May 2013. 

 

MARY POSTIER  was a charter member (3/11/92) of the 
Messiah Lutheran Church LWML in Vinita.  As a dedicated 
member she was always willing to tackle any task for the 
League. She was a great meal organizer and cook, and 
she kept the kitchen ready. 

 

VELMA ROBNETT  was a member of the LWML at Good 
Shepherd, Midwest City, for over 50 years, being active 
much of that time.  Her energy and vitality were infec-
tious!  God called her home in January 2012. 

 

HILDA SCHROEDER  St. John's Okarche lost a faithful 
sister. Hilda had been a Ladies Aid LWML member since 
Oct. 5th, 1949.  She held various offices and served on nu-
merous committees. 

 

ESTHER SHELBY  was a long-time member at Woodward. 

She was active in the LWML society there, and she served 
as Panhandle Zone President. 

 

CATHRYN TIEMANN, longtime member of the Lutheran 
Women's Missionary League, died January 12, 2013, at 
Hillcrest Nursing Home in Blackwell, OK, at the age of 
92.  She was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Blackwell, serving on various committees and wherever 
needed.  She enjoyed spending time with her family. 

 

MABLE WELCHERT was a faithful member of Redeemer 
Lutheran LWML of Enid. Mable served as the LWML histo-
rian/reporter.  

 

MINNIE ROGGOW WILGUS became a member of Imman-
uel Lutheran Priscilla Society, Breckinridge, in 1981.  She 
served many years as secretary of the group.  Minnie and 
her sister Hilda attended eight national conventions and all 
Oklahoma District conventions as long as their health 
allowed. Minnie taught Sunday School for over 35 years 
and helped with VBS and midweek class.  Minnie was a 
devoted member of LWML and always served the Lord with 
gladness until her death on November 1, 2012, All Saints 
Day.  

 

We are thankful for these faithful women and for their many 
years of service in their congregations, their communities, 
and especially in the LWML. To God be the glory! 

No matter what we call it, our teens are so important to us. They are our face of 
the future.  The national LWML has discontinued their Teen LWML Task Force. 
The feeling is that it overlaps with other programs the LCMS has in place.  After 
much prayer and discussion, however, we will continue with our program in Okla-
homa. 

Our active Teen LWML groups are meeting and serving the Lord through cooking, 
service opportunities, puppet ministry, and many more projects and pro-
grams.  But can we do more? Yes, of course! Even though teens are so busy 
these days, they still need our Christian guidance. Do you have an active teen 
group in your church? Invite the young ladies to your meetings, interact with them, 
and invite them to help with your projects. Maybe ask your church's teens what 
they would like to do. They have a fresh young vision and sincere hearts of ser-
vice.  Who knows, you may end up with a Teen LWML group of your own! Would-
n't it be great to have Oklahoma take off and be the leader of new Teen LWML 
groups?  Please prayerfully consider if your society could start a new group. 
Please contact me if you have any questions or suggestions.  

Submitted by Susan Bieber, Teen LWML Coordinator 

Teen LWML… 
or is it Lutheran Teens… 
or is it Teens Into Serving Him? 

Wonder what 
happened to 
your quilt? 
Zones and societies donate hand-
made quilts, spiritual care kits, 
school kits, sewing kits, and other 
kits throughout each year. These 
donations find their way to people 
whom God chooses. Tracking 
items to their destination is possi-
ble, however,  through a new online 
system implemented by Lutheran 
World Relief. Zones and societies 
are encouraged to go to 
www.lwr.org/tracker to enter and 
keep track of their donations. After 
packing goods, congregations print 
out a barcode to put on boxes. 
Then congregations can track the 
boxes as they journey around the 
world.   
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New and Renewal  

Just released by the LWML, 
Donna Pyle’s new DVD 
Bible study, Overflowing 
Abundance, is based on the 
miracle of the feeding of the 
5000. Overflowing 
Abundance joins Ms. Pyle’s 
previous Bible Study Your 
Strong Suit, based on the 
armor of God. The 
Oklahoma District has both 
DVDs available for societies 
to borrow. Workbooks to 
accompany the studies are 
available in limited 
quantities from the district or may be ordered from the 
LWML Store at www.lwml.org.  Here is what fellow 
Oklahomans had to say about Donna’s Bible studies.  

 

“Donna is a dynamic speaker who manages to capture her 
listener’s attention throughout each presentation. This 
certainly is Donna’s ministry.” 

 

“I liked the way she used personal stories to make a point. 
Her honesty and compassion were evident and she 
covered the scripture thoroughly.” 

 

“I liked her honesty; she was down to earth, admitting her 
own limitations.” 

 

“I understand the armor of God much better.” 

 

To check out either of these DVDs contact Joyce Von 
Dielingen, Vice President of Christian Life. 

 

And for the 
children on your 
list 
Mary Moerbe, of the Blackwell 

Deborah Circle, has published her 

second book, How Can I Help? 

God's Calling for Kids, for children 

ages 4-8, through Concordia 

Publishing House. Her book 

discusses how God provides for 

our needs, often through other people, and ways He works 

through us to help others. Most important, it teaches that 

God sent Jesus as even more than a help--He's our Savior! 

The parents’ foreword was written by Gene Edward Veith. 

 

Thanks for your continued efforts in 
recycling. In reviewing the last quarterly 
report, it was noted that ten different 
congregations were involved in the 
shipments received in August. This is a 
great accomplishment! Place this as your 
goal: To send a shipment every month. 
Remember to request your pre-paid UPS shipping labels 
from me. These are yellow UPS labels. If you have any 
other shipping labels, please destroy them. The recycling 
company will only accept shipments with these yellow 
shipping labels.  

 

Since November 2003, we have been blessed to receive 
over $73,000 in funds from this recycling program. 
Basically, this has been received from “trash.” This effort 
has truly been a blessing to contribute over $18,000 to 
LWML Mites and over $7,300 to the OK District Special 
Gifts Fund. In addition, over $40,000 has been used within 
our district to pay for leader training expenses including 
many expenses incurred for our district BOD meetings. 
Thus, this has allowed the donations contributed by you 
and your society to support our district mission grants.  

 

What a blessing this effort has been. Please continue to 
recycle. Make the members of your congregation aware of 
this valuable effort. Publicize, publicize, publicize! Seek 
recyclable items from your local banks, accountants, 
medical offices, attorneys, and the like. All of these items 
mount to increase the funds to be received by this 
Recycling Fund. In all of these efforts you are also helping 
our environment by keeping these items out of the landfills. 
Keep up the good work. Remember—Recycle, Recycle, 
Recycle! 

 

Submitted by Marguerite Christman,  
Recycling Coordinator,  
MChrist721@aol.com 

Volume 46, Issue 4 

Recycling Blessings 

R   Recycle 

E   Each electronic 

C   Cartridges – printer inkjet and laser 

Y   Your support is needed! 

C   Cell phones and pagers 

L    Laptop computers and tablets 

E    Everyone involved in your community 

Just in time for Christmas 
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Around the Zones  
The Voice of Service 

Zone Quilts Blankets 

Personal 

Care Kits 

School 

Kits 

Fabric 

Kits 

Baby 

Care 

Kits 

Soap 

(pounds) 

Total 

Weight 

Enid 198 8 168 183 5 12 54 1782 

Panhandle 548   36             2780 

Kingfisher     66         110 

Lawton 23   23 91 19 15   494 

Miami 24   15 109 17 40   555 

OKC 265   77 121 11 13 81 1497 

Ponca City 234 21 62 243   16 72 1820 

Tulsa 344 5 47 295 12 17 126 2423 

Total 1636 34 494 1042 64 113 333 11461 

Donations to Lutheran World Relief  by Zone 

Zones Collect for  

Lutheran World Relief 

 
God desires that the work we do bring us joy and reflect 
His glory.   This will naturally happen when our efforts are 
labors of love and focus on service to others.  Through 
Him, we can offer hope, love, compassion, comfort, peace 
and joy.  Our gifts of time and resources are beautiful 
expressions of God’s love and grace to those in greatest 
need. 

 

For many years now, LWML societies across our nation 
work to support the numerous projects of LWR in this 
compassion ministry.  Our quilts, pens, pencils, 
toothbrushes, towels, baby blankets, diaper pins, notebook 
paper, towels, fabric and bars of soap are ordinary items 
we take for granted. These items, however, become 
treasures in the hands of the recipients across the world.   

 

A total of 3383 items (11,461 pounds) were delivered to 
Wichita, KS, on October 3, 2013, for the LWR pick-up.  We 
can be confident that God will use our gifts to His glory!  
Many thanks to women of Oklahoma for their contributions 
to this ministry. 
 

Submitted by Delia Hansen,  Mission Servants Chairman  

Mi-T Scarves 
fund LWML  
 
The ladies of St. Peter's love to 
craft and raise money for LWML at 
all levels. Odie Mindemann had 
made these adorable scarves 
before and when we were looking 
for a new project to fund our 
group, we knew just what to do. 
The scarves are made of ordinary 
cotton t-shirts. It requires no 
sewing, just a trusty pair of 

scissors and some time. We even 
got some of the fellas in on the 
action. St. Peter's LWML is selling 
these scarves, and they can be 

found on our ETSY shop https://www.etsy.com/shop/
StPeterLWML, or on our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/stpeterlwml. Contact us on our 
Facebook page or by email at 
tishina.mindemann@yahoo.com if you are interested in 
purchasing one. We have several colors and 2 different 
styles. 
 

  Submitted by Tish Mindemann, Young Woman Representative 

Martha Mindemann, 

Apache, models the 

Mi-t Scarf, made 

from t-shirts. 



Our Mission Grants for 2012-2014  
Grant                     Amount  Paid 
 

1. Oklahoma Ministerial Students —Christmas money        $10,000  $5,000 

2. Orphan Grain Train, Orphans and Battered Women—Lithuania     $  3,400  $3,400 

3. Trinity/Hope Lutheran Schools in Haiti—Lunch Program       $  5,000  $5,000 

4. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Scholarship Fund      $10,000  $7,500 

5. MOST Ministries, Water Outreach Program—Family Water Systems    $  5,000  $5,000 

6. Cristo Rey “Food for Thought” Mission Outreach—Oklahoma City     $  3,500 

7. Camp Lutherhoma Kitchen Renovations—Tahlequah         $  8,500  $8,500 

8. Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch Flood Restoration          $  4,000  $4,000 

9. Catechisms for Oklahoma’s Burmese Immigrants—Guymon and Oklahoma City $  3,000  $3,000 

10. Lutheran Braille Workers—Tulsa             $  3,000  $3,000 

11. Alice Brauer’s Nutrition Program for children—India        $     500  $   500 

12. Lutheran Blind Missions—Audio Bible Study          $  3,000  $3,000 

13. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Assistance—Tulsa       $  3,000  $3,000 

14. Family Promise, Aid to Homeless Families—Lawton        $  5,000  $5,000 

15. Lutheran Malaria Initiative               $  3,000  $3,000 

16. Hands of Mercy, Special Needs—Yambia, Sudan         $  5,000  $5,000 

17. OK District Lutheran 6th Grade, Camp Lutherhoma Scholarship      $  1,600  $1,600 

18. 1001 Orphans—Kenya               $  2,000  $2,000 

19. OK Teen LWML Scholarship Assistance, LWML Convention 2013     $  2,000 rolled over 

20. Hospital Addition, Christian Welfare Center—Malappuram, India     $  8,000  $8,000 

21. Training Future Pastors—Uganda             $  2,500  $2,500 

22. Student Tuition Scholarship, Good Shepherd Lutheran School—MWC    $  1,000  $1,000 

                  TOTAL  $92,000   $79,000 

Dear 
Heavenly 

Father, we 
thank You for 

Your love 
through 

Jesus. We ask 
Your 

continued 
blessing on 
our mission 
grants. May 

they give 
witness to the 
saving grace 
of Your  Son. 

In Jesus' 
name we 

pray. Amen. 

Volume 46, Issue 4 Page 9 

 
STRUCTURE TERMINOLOGY 

 

What are bylaws? The bylaws of a group are 
the rules that relate to it as an organization and 
prescribe how the group will function.  

 

What are standing rules? Standing rules are 
rules that are related to the administration of a 

group rather than parliamentary procedure.  

 

What are Guidelines (a.k.a. Procedures Manual)? These are used to give 
the details of responsibilities and procedures. They help to keep the bylaws 
simple and concise.  

Submitted by Mary Fischaber, Structure Chairman 

          Bylaws Beacon Time to Review 
Society Subscriptions 
to LWQ Any society needing to 

change the number of Quarterlies 
received next year from the number 
received this year should  notify Teresa 
Heater before January 15, 2014. Billing 
will go to the national office in February 
2014. The cost is $6.50 for one to nine 
copies. Over ten copies, the cost is 
$5.00. Questions concerning 
subscriptions should be directed to 
Teresa at  
teresa.heater@yahoo.com. 



District Board  

 

Oklahoma District President 

 Susan Brunkow 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

VP of Christian Life 

 Joyce Von Dielingen 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Lori Steele 

VP of Communication 

 Myrna Lou Meyer 

VP of Special Focus  

Ministries 

 Dianna Just 

Recording Secretary 

 Esther Bersche 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Teresa Heater 

Treasurer 

 Katie Schroeder 

Financial Secretary 

 Leola Thiemann 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Bill Schneider 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ron Simpson 

Public Relations Chairman 

 Bev England 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 

Webservant 

 Sarah Ross 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Krystine Gibson 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Delia Hansen 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Nelly Castaneda 

Young Women Chairmen 

 Tish Mindemann 

 Shawna Roggow 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Susan Bieber 

Planning Facilitator 

 Sue Avis 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to 
the people of the world. 

The following is an update from Pastor Dave Andrus on the progress of Audio Bible 
Study, funded by Oklahoma LWML mites: 

 

Rev. Dave Andrus, Lutheran Blind Missions, sent the following update on the grant given 
by the Oklahoma District LWML for an audio Bible study. The grant given Lutheran Blind 
Missions assists in production and distribution of the study. The study is 25% completed.  
The complete Bible Study (a two-year study) will contain 24 CDs and will have the 
following components developed for each book of the Bible:  

  

1. History and context; 
2. A section of Law and Gospel;   
3. Weekly reading plan: Including a challenge for the week related to the life of a blind 
person and putting faith into action;  
4. A character focus: Oral culture is built on people/heroes of the faith and how to 
personally bring them to life in the eyes of a blind person;  
5. A discipleship moment: This is aimed at building values and character of a 
Christian, including those who are blind or visually impaired. 
6. The “take away” from the book: Each book is written for a particular reason. The 
“take away” will emphasize this and relate it to a person who is blind or visually 
impaired.  

 

The Audio Bible Study design is being modeled after the current “Today’s Light,” a two-
year walk through the Bible produced by Concordia Publishing House, as its basis. To 
date, all sight-oriented examples have been replaced with verbiage that a person who is 
blind would find familiar. For example:  

 

1. “While driving in your car” is replaced with “While walking with your cane or dog” or 
“While on the bus.”   
2. “When going to work” is replaced with “While sitting in your apartment” (because 
80% people who are blind are unemployed). 
 3. “When you look at God's beauty in the countryside” is replaced with “When you 
listen to a beautiful song.”  

 

Cross references to other parts of the Bible have been removed and the actual verse(s) 
have been placed within the text. This because cross references in a sighted Bible are 
confusing and hard for someone who is blind or visually impaired to maneuver.  

 

Andrus (blind himself) is making final edits that reference earthly examples and life 
situations, again to make it relevant to a blind person. For example:  

 

1. God's word guides you like a sighted guide or cane.   
2. Though you are blind and feel broken and wounded, God was wounded for our 
sins. 
3. When you go blind and feel like life is over, God has a purpose for you and will see 
you through.  

 

Next steps: Once editing and recording of the Bible Study is complete, it will be printed 
and then recorded on CDs by volunteer readers. The recordings will be mixed and 
formatted for CD duplication. A work center has been set up at Zion Lutheran Church in 
Pevely, Missouri, with sighted volunteers to duplicate and distribute the Bible study. 
Distribution is expected to begin by December 31 of this year to over 700 individuals who 
are blind or visually impaired and to 65 open and active Outreach Centers across the 
country.  Each Outreach Center connects with and serves about 25 people a month.  

  

Submitted by  Lori Steele,  Vice President for Gospel Outreach 

The Voice of Service 

 Shining around the World: 
 Mission Grant News 


