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Oklahoma LWML Mission Grant Funds 
Reach Hospital in India 
A hospital addition for the Christian 
Welfare Center (CWC), 
Malappuram, India, was one of 
twenty-two mission grants voted to 
be funded during the 2012 
Oklahoma District Convention. In 
September, Rev. Carlton and Arlene 
Riemer, Stillwater, were blessed to 
carry with them and present to the 
hospital staff a check for $4,000. 
This is half of the grant Oklahoma mites 
will fund during the 2012-2014 biennium. 
But the check was not all that was given. 

 

Debbie Hooper, Ponca City Zone 
President, had suggested that preparing gauze bandages for use in the hospital 
could be a servant event during the convention.  Rev. Riemer and Arlene were asked 
to get specific information about such bandages from Dr. Sophia John, the Medical 

Director of the CWC. “We deeply appreciate all the 
advanced preparations Debbie and the LWML of 
Christ Lutheran Church, Perry, did to organize the 
event,” said Ms. Riemer. They ordered yards and 
yards of gauze and learned how to cut the gauze to 
the size desired. By April 13, 2012, all was ready for 
conventioneers to fold the gauze into 4 inch squares, 
ready to be autoclaved (sterilized) for use as surgical 
dressing by the doctors and nurses in India.   

 

The CWC began as a small dispensary and clinic in 
1956 to evangelize through medical work. It became 
a 60-bed hospital during the years of 1975-77, when 
the LWML gathered $57,000 in Mite Box offerings to 
construct the building which they have now 

outgrown.   

 

“It was a great honor for me to carry 
these bandages with me to India and 
present them in person to the medical 
staff of CWC on September 17, 2012,” 
said Riemer. “I also was privileged to 
present a check for $4,000 from the 
OK District LWML for the hospital 
addition to the CWC.”  

 

That superstructure is nearing 
completion at this time.     

 
Submitted by Arlene Riemer, Stillwater  

www.OKLWML.org 

Ladies at the Oklahoma District LWML  

Convention in Guthrie, in April, 2012,  

fold gauze bandages to send to India.  

Riemer, pictured above with  

Dr. Sophia John, presents  

bandages and a check for $4,000 

from the Oklahoma District 

LWML. 

CWC medical staff at the reception when the 

OK LWML bandages and grant check are  

presented to support their ministry.  
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 Christmas is coming… are you ready?  
 How do you get ready? 

 

If you are 5 years old, you get ready by shaking all the presents under the tree and guessing their 
contents.  A teen might diligently finish all school assignments so to enjoy Christmas break.  If you 
are a bit older, you might decorate the house, bake cookies, wrap gifts, and on and on.  For me, 
it’s time for making candy!  I am a huge chocolate fan and love making hand-dipped and molded 
chocolates for all my family and friends.  But before I get chocolate all over The Voice of Service, 
let’s look at Christmas a little closer… 

 

  
C H R I S Tmas.   Christ…CHRIST!   Christ is coming…are you ready?  

 

All our preparations are nothing more than a flurry of activity unless we remember it is Christ’s coming we celebrate.  
Why did He come?  He came as a fulfillment of the promise God made through His many prophets of old.  He came so 
we could know God’s love and compassion in human form, and so we could see His power at work in the lives of 
people.  He came to take away our sins and open the door to heaven.  Wow, what a celebration!  

 

As we prepare for the joyous celebration of Christmas this year, let’s not forget those who don’t yet know of Christ’s 
birth, life, death, and resurrection.  This is the perfect opportunity for your LWML society to reach out with the good 
news of Jesus Christ through activities in your congregation and community and to remember the missionaries 
proclaiming His message with a special mite donation. 

 

When we rejoice in His goodness by sharing His message of love and forgiveness along with our chocolate, we are 
truly celebrating the coming of Christ.  May your Christmas celebrations reflect the coming of Christ into the world … 
and into our hearts.     

God’s blessings, President Susan Brunkow 

Celebrating LWML Sunday 
Island Style  
Recently, President Susan Brunkow traveled to Hawaii to celebrate 30 years of 
marriage. She writes: 
 
One of the highlights of my trip to 
Hawaii was celebrating LWML 
Sunday at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Hilo, Hawaii. The women there made 
a big deal out of it being the 70th 
Anniversary of LWML and how it all 
began in Oklahoma…how much fun! 
They led many parts of the service, 
put their quilts on the pews much like 

many societies do here, and then had cake (with purple frosting, of 
course) after the service. Check out the pictures attached. I am in the 
back row wearing a beautiful orange and yellow lei of fresh orchids 
handmade by one of their members!  
 
Shine On! 
 

Susan  

Brunkow 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   
(Matt 5:16) 

Oklahoma District President Susan Brunkow, in back row, 
with members of LWML, Christ Lutheran Hilo, HI 
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Jesus said, “Do not give what is holy to dogs nor throw your pearls to hogs, or they will trample 
them underfoot and then turn and tear you to pieces” (Matthew 7:6). We share the pearl of God’s 
grace and forgiveness through the Lord Christ with all the world. Yet some in the world hate it. 
“Who needs God?” they insist. 

 

Know when to share the Word. Jesus knew it was useless to share the Word with those who 
trample His truth under foot. When Jesus was on trial before Herod Antipas, Herod had no 
interest in the truth. He wanted to see Jesus perform a miracle. Herod’s request was for fun, not 
from faith.  Mockery awaited the miracle. Jesus remained silent.  

 

Believers in the early church regarded the Lord’s Supper as one of those precious pearls. The 
Didache, the first worship book of the early church written about AD 100, states, “Let no one eat 
or drink of your Eucharist except those baptized into the name of the Lord; for, as regards this, 
the Lord has said, ‘Do not give what is holy to dogs nor throw your pearls to hogs.’” Third 

century church father Tertullian complained that the heretics shared the Lord’s Supper with unbelievers: “That which is 
holy [these heretics] cast to dogs and pigs.”  

 

God’s law and gospel are to be shared with everyone. All are to be called to change their evil ways and seek 
forgiveness. No one believed this more than the apostle Paul. He shared God’s truth with all, until they rejected the Word 
and stiff-armed God’s grace. Then he “shook the dust from [his] feet in protest against them” and discontinued sharing 
the pearls (Acts 13). 

  

Don’t give up living for Jesus.  Does all this mean we are to abandon some people forever? No. What our Christian 
words can’t do, perhaps our Christian lives can do. Our lives can make people reconsider the Lord and His call to lay 
their sins at the foot of His cross. God’s Word, Christ’s Work, and the Spirit’s Witness can make a difference, does make 
a difference, will make a difference as you continue serving God and His people through the likes of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League. 

 

A man from the Middle East gave the same advice:  “Your conduct among the surrounding peoples in your different 
countries should always be good and right, so that although they may slander you as evil-doers yet when troubles come, 
they may glorify God when they see how well you conduct yourselves” (1 Peter 2:12, Phillips). 

 

Pastor Ronald Simpson, OK LWML Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights                      Shining! 

Special Gifts Fund  

Great opportunities have come before the Special Gifts Fund Committee which meets the purpose of 
the Fund—to use these funds for mission and ministry of the LWML and the Oklahoma District. The 
District Board of Directors voted at the November 3rd meeting to pay the expenses for two women to 
attend the Heart to Heart Sisters Training event prior to the national convention in Pittsburgh in 2013. 
Approval was given, also, to help with the cost of sending the Heart to Heart Sisters from Oklahoma 
City to Tulsa to "mentor" the Tulsa group in the near future.  

 

To fund these events and more, it becomes necessary to look for ways to grow the Special Gifts 
Fund. The guidelines point out that gifts and contributions can be from individuals, firms or 
corporations, in money, in securities, or in any other form of property, including, by way of explanation 
and not in limitation, direct gifts for the purpose of the Fund. Gifts may be in memory of any deceased 
person or in appreciation or recognition of any living person. Gifts may be in the form of a devise or 
bequest under Will or Trust Instrument, and contracts. Have questions? contact Krystine Gibson, 
Chairman. 

 

A recent Mustard Seed devotion was entitled, “God’s love reaches others through you and me.” It 
said, “Love as Jesus loved! That's our assignment. Love everyone (even those who are tough to 
love). Love sacrificially. We love because he first loved us (1 John 4:19).” Show this love by donating 
to the Special Gifts Fund in thanksgiving to God and a loved one or as a Christmas remembrance.  

 

During the last quarter gifts were received to honor Marguerite Christman, Bev England and Doris 
Schmall’s birthdays.  Also gifts were received in memory of Dorothy Powell Schuelein and Martha 
Reck. 

 

Gifts may be sent to Oklahoma District LWML Financial Secretary, Leola Thiemann, P.O. Box 2326, 
Stillwater, OK 74076-2326. 

Submitted by Krystine Gibson, Chairman, Special Gifts Fund 

Our Father in 

Heaven, we thank 

You for the gifts 

and talents of your 

servants, and for 

contributions 

made in gratitude 

for their service. 

We pray that 

funds accrued will 

bless Your people 

as we witness to 

others of Your gift 

of grace. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 
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Letting Our Light Shine for Him 

Zones Urge Attendees to “Let 
Your Light Shine” at Fall Fests 

 
 
The Oklahoma City Zone held its Fall Fest on September 
22 with Rev. Karim Baidaoui and Meryem Bennai as 
special speakers. Ms. Bennai spoke concerning her 
conversion from the Muslim faith to Christianity.  

 

Dianna Just served as mission 
speaker at the Miami Zone Fall Fest 
on September 8. She shared her 
recent trips to Hong Kong and 
Alaska.  

 

Rev. Mark Wescoatt, Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Guymon, was the mission speaker 
for the Panhandle Zone on 
September 22. He shared the 
mission work being accomplished 
among the population of Karen in 
the community. Attending with him 
were 15 Karen young men and 
women from the Guymon 

community. Video of a refugee camp 
in Burma was shared. One of the 

young women performed a traditional dance from her 
country. Other members of the group sang traditional 
songs.  

Items gathered for 

Gifts from the 

Heart and LWR 

at Zone Fall Fests 

The Food Pantry, Pryor, 
benefited from Miami Zone’s 
Gifts from the Heart gathering. 
The Ponca City Zone gathered 
food for the Cushing Food 
Bank. Also gathered were 
quilts, blankets, school kits, 
sewing kits, and soap for Lutheran 
World Relief. Loaves and Fishes 
Food pantry, Enid, benefited from the Enid Zone gathering, 
and Hands of Jesus, Guthrie, benefited from Kingfisher 
Zone. LWR benefited from  the Oklahoma City Zone 
gathering. 

The Face of LWML 

When it comes to serving the Lord there is no generation 
gap. Women and girls of all ages are united in their love 
of our Lord and of service to Him. All you need to do is 
look around your home congregation and see the delight-
ful young teens who have the heart for missions - the 
backbone of LWML. 

 

The women of each society are encouraged to think of 
how they can be a light to the young girls of their home 
congregations.  Catch their joy and enthusiasm and get 
to know them! Plan events and personally invite these 
young girls to get better acquainted and to share your 
wisdom as a LWML member.  Have a tea party or Satur-
day morning brunch. What better way to encourage 
young women in their faith walk than to start a Friends 
Into Serving Him group at your congregation? You don’t 
have to meet weekly or even monthly.  Start with quarter-
ly meetings.  Have the girls invite their friends. We use 
our talents to minister to people of the world. Why not 
also with your own church family? 

 

These bright smiling faces you see at church are “The 
Face of LWML.” Encourage them and embrace them for 
they are our future. The rewards can be immeasurable!  

 

For more information on Friends Into Serving Him®, 

please contact Susan Bieber at jgbieber@cox.net. 

Going to Pittsburgh? Consider now: 
1.  Your convention shirt. All sizes available now. Contact 
Connie Johnson at connielwml@gmail.com. 
2.  Letting someone else drive. Take the district charter 
bus. Contact Myrna Lou Meyer at mlmlwml@gmail.com. 

Suzet Roggow, Oklahoma City Zone President, Meryem 

Bennai, and her brother Rev. Karim Baidaoui. 

Dianna Just 

School kits assembled 

by Ponca City Zone. 
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Around the District 

Orphan 
Grain 
Train 
Items 
Boxed for 
Shipment 
Kingfisher Zone focused on Orphan Grain Train as a mis-
sion project this year. The Lamplighters, St. John’s, Okar-
che, received tremendous support from their community. 
They distributed notices about their mission project to 
those who were having garage sales. Tax receipts were 
offered to those who wanted them. Boxes of quilts were 
received from the Panhandle Zone and boxes of clothes 
and blankets from the Lawton Zone. Many clothing items 
came from Holy Trinity, Edmond, Oklahoma City Zone. 
Twenty-one women, two men, and three youths sorted, 
packed and readied 250 boxes for shipment, a task that 
took the group three days to complete.  

Submitted by  Linda Lee Kremeier 

New Voice in 
the Editor for 
The Voice of  
Service 
Readers may have noticed a 
new email address to whom 
news, photos, and updates are 
to be sent. Karen Karner accept-
ed the invitation to serve the 
district as The Voice of Service 
Editor last spring. Karen is mar-
ried to Carl Karner and has two 
children, Michael, a petroleum 
engineering major at the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma, and Jennifer, currently at the Oklahoma 
City Community College earning her general studies de-
gree. Karner served in the 1990’s as Tulsa Zone Trainer in 
Effective Society Planning, then was nominated by the 
district to serve as the features editor of the Lutheran 
Woman’s Quarterly. She served in that position from 1997 
to 2001 while living in Colorado and Texas. Returning to 
Oklahoma in 2005, she joined St. John’s, Moore, where 
she serves as a sponsor for Lutheran Youth Fellowship. 
Karner is a speech-language pathologist, a Ph.D. candi-
date at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Cen-
ter, and serves the Oklahoma Speech-Language Hearing 
Association (OSHA) as public relations chair.  

Greetings in the name of our Lord! We can hardly believe 
the LWML Convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is get-
ting so close. We can’t wait to join our fellow LWML 
friends in “Quenched! by the Water” June 27-30, 2013. 
Here in Oklahoma, applications for Oklahoma District 
Young Woman Representatives (YWRs) are available and 
are due by December 31, 2012.  

 

As YWRs to the most recent National LWML Convention, 
we can attest the experience is wonderful and a great way 
to get fired up about the LWML. All convention attendees 
get to see the impact LWML has around the world, but the 
special activities for the YWRs really help enrich and 
strengthen their faith and their friendships. Every woman 
between the years of 18 and 35 is eligible. If you are in 
this age group, please consider applying. If you are an 
older, wiser LWML member, please encourage the young 
women in your congregation to apply for this wonderful 
opportunity. Application forms are available from your so-
ciety or zone president or from the Oklahoma LWML at 
www.oklwml.org.  

 

Finalists will be notified by January 20 and interviewed at 
the February 9 Board of Directors Meeting in Edmond. 
Two YWRs will be selected to attend the national conven-
tion on behalf of the Oklahoma District. Two alternates will 
be selected in case one or both YWRs are unable to at-
tend. The District will pay for travel, lodging, meals, and 
registration to the LWML convention in Pittsburgh. YWRs 
are required to attend the entire convention. Questions 
should be sent to Katie Schelp at shelp.katie@gmail.com, 
or by phone at (580)762-6579; or Laura Price by phone at 
(254)258-7624. 

Submitted by Laura Price and Katie Schelp, YWR Committee Members 

Food for the Soul 

Do you know the shortest Psalm in scripture (also the 
shortest chapter in the Bible)? Read Psalm 117. It is a 
great way to "Praise the Lord!" This Psalm focuses on 
God's great love for and faithfulness to us. Memorize it as 
a brief prayer of thanks and praise. 
 
Psalm 117 
Praise the Lord, all you nations 
Extol him, all you peoples. 
For great is his love toward us, and the faithfulness of the 
Lord endures forever. 

Submitted by Joyce Von Dielingen, VP of Christian Life  

Karen Karner, with Peoria 

Penny, on Guadalupe 

Peak, Texas, 8,749' above 

sea level.  
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   Around the Zones 

Chili for All in  
January 
The Priscilla Circle of Zion Lutheran Church in 
Oklahoma City will be helping the Zion Youth 
Group with their fund raiser in January. The 
Priscilla ladies will be making chili and all of the 
trimmings for a dinner on Sunday, January 20, 
2013, at 6:00 pm at Zion. The youth will set up 
the tables, serve, and help clean up after the 
dinner. There is no fee for this event. A free-will 
offering will be taken. All proceeds will be going 
to the youth to help off-set the cost of traveling 
to the National Youth Gathering in San Antonio, 
TX, in July of next year. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. 

Submitted by Vivian Stehr, President,  Zion, Oklahoma City  

Annual Turkey Dinner  
Supports Mites 
The Dorcas Guild, St. John, Lawton, held its 19th annual Turkey Din-
ner on November 2, 2012. Since 1994, the Dorcas Guild has held a 
turkey dinner to raise funds for the mission projects they support 
through the year. Ten percent of the annual income is designated for 
mites. A total of 609 meals were served this year, with 218 of those 
being carry-outs. A net profit of $5,277 was raised with $670 sent to 
mites. The mission projects being supported this year are: Aoas 
Family in the Philippines, Armed Services YMCA, C. Carter Crane 
Homeless Shelter, Camp Lutherhoma, Christian Family Counseling 
Center in Lawton, Christmas Gift Cards for Seminarians, J. Roy 
Dunning Children's Shelter, Lawton Food Bank, Meals on Wheels, 
New Directions Battered Women's Shelter, Salvation Army Angel 
Tree, Seminary Food Banks, and a Park Ministry in Lawton. 

Submitted by Sue Avis, President, St. John, Lawton 

Taco 
Night 
Raises 
Needed 
Funds 

On September 30, 2012, the LWML Priscilla Circle of Zion 
Lutheran Church in Oklahoma City hosted their first annual 
taco night. There was no charge for this event, but a free-
will offering was taken. Proceeds will be used to buy items 
for the Church. There were 5 crock-pots of different kinds 
of taco meat as well as all of the trimmings. We had great 
food and a great turn out.  

Submitted by Vivian Stehr, Priscilla Circle President, Zion, Oklahoma City 

 

Veterans 
Honored 
Our Savior - 
Tulsa - LWML 
Sow-Sew group 
remembered our 
veterans on Sunday, November 11, by making quilts and 
cards given to ten veterans housed at the newly opened 
Yale Avenue Apartments, built to provide housing to about 
50 who were displaced by the closing of the downtown 
YMCA. As they cover themselves with these quilts , we 
pray they feel the loving arms of Jesus enfold them.  

Submitted by Dee Dee Schultz & Claudette Brown, Our Savior, Tulsa 

Members offer 
idea for Spreading 
Christmas Joy 
 

Last year, to show appreciation for 
workers who must be on duty during 
the Christmas season, members of 
Christ, Mustang, LWML put together 

small-but-special gifts for community workers on duty on 
Christmas Eve. Members put a packet of hot chocolate mix 
into a Styrofoam cup, added a peppermint stick, chocolate 
candies, a Christmas devotion, and their church’s name 
and location. On Christmas Eve, they delivered their gifts 
around the community. One member said that a pharmacy 
worker gave her a tight hug and said, “This is the nicest 
thing anyone has done for me!” 

 

Along with hot chocolate and candies, Night Lighters, Holy 
Trinity, Edmond, added a Christmas Mustard Seed 
devotion and an invitation to worship at Holy Trinity, 
Edmond. One cup warmed the heart and hands of a worker 
at a very cold McDonald’s drive-up window. Others were 
given to firemen who had to be on duty but hoped for a 
quiet evening. One convenience store worker’s face lit up 
with joy as he exclaimed, “For me? This is for me?” 
Another cup was given to a young cashier whose head 
covering and clothing indicated that she was probably not 
Christian, but the LWML member shared a smile and a 
Christmas greeting. As the Christmas cups were given 
away, both givers and receivers were blessed. 

Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer, Vice President of Communication 
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Ponca City Zone Shines  
The Gospel Light 
Editor ’s Note: With this issue, we begin a new 
feature where we shine on our individual district 
zones. This issue we shine on the Ponca City 
Zone, and thank Elizabeth Whitf ield, Ponca City 
Zone Public Relations Representative, for her 
contribution.  

 

 

The Ponca City 
Zone of the 
Oklahoma District 
spans a distance 
of 90 miles, from 
Newkirk in Kay 
County to Guthrie 
in Logan County.  
The zone has 
seven societies 
(Deborah Circle at 
Trinity in Blackwell; 
Our Redeemer in 
Cushing; Mary 
Martha Circle at 
Zion in Guthrie; St. 
John in Newkirk; Christ in Perry; First in Ponca City; and 
Zion in Stillwater) and about 130 members. Zion, Stillwater, 
claims the oldest active member, Hilda Kaiser age 94, and 
the youngest member, Katie Kinast, age 18. Christ, Perry, 
has the oldest inactive member, Zella Aigner, age 100. 
Many of the societies began in the 1940s. 

 

Our societies sponsor a wide 
range of projects. All stamps 
collected for the Oklahoma 
District Stamps for Missions 
are processed by Evelyn 
Jones, Our Redeemer, 
Cushing. Cushing LWML 
members donate and mark 
Bibles for the local prison, 
sponsor a seminarian, and 
fund a child in Africa through 
the Lutheran World Relief 
Human Care Fund. Christ, 
Perry, places Portals of 
Prayers in the local jail and 
motels and sponsors a 
seminarian at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis. The 
Deborah Circle at Trinity, 
Blackwell, decorates a 
Christmas tree at BancFirst, 
Blackwell, and delivers cheer 
baskets for those who are 

homebound at Christmas.  Newkirk, Blackwell and Ponca 
City’s groups joined together to hold a Christmas Market 
Craft Show at First, Ponca City. Proceeds benefit a needy 
family at Christmas.  Members of St. John, Newkirk, help 
with Meals on Wheels and with hosting a December 
Christmas gathering for the Blackwell, Ponca City and 
Newkirk societies.  
Members of First, 
Ponca City, provide 
Christmas gifts to 
kids in the 
Department of 
Human Services 
program. They 
provide items for 
the Living Hope 
Crisis Pregnancy 
Center, Operation 
Pioneer Spirit, Pet 
Peace of Mind 
Hospice Program, 
and the PB&J Factory (a program that feeds local 
homeless people).  LWML members of First, Ponca City, 
also tie quilts made by Barbara Ellis, who personally sews 
an average of 100 tops and assembles an average of 135 

quilts in a year. 
Members of Zion, 
Stillwater, park cars on 
Oklahoma State 
University home 
football game days to 
raise funds for mission 
projects including 
Lutheran World Relief, 
Orphan Grain Train, 
LCMS Mission 
Central, Mission of 
Hope and the Malabar 
Mission Society. Zion, 

Stillwater, also hosts a Valentine’s Bingo Party for people 
served at a local sheltered workshop. Mary Martha Circle at 
Zion, Guthrie, supports their Vacation Bible School, servant 
event activities, and 
other community 
services through their 
time and talents.  Zion, Stillwater, members 

Joyce Harrell, Lucy  

Edmonds, and Andrea  

Arstingstall display  

ornaments made at a  

meeting. 

Joyce Harrell and  

Elizabeth Whitfield, 

Zion, Stillwater, on 

game day. 

Our Redeemer, Cushing, members 

with LWR supplies: Katherine Parker, 

LaVerne Morris, Carolyn Bunch,  

Evelyn Jones, Pat Coyner, (back row) 

Claudia Gerfen, and Georgena Boyle. 

Zion, Stillwater, members Joyce  

Harrell, Dee Harms, Jan Bartels in 

costume during VBS.  

Zion, Stillwater, members  Jean  

Heister and Dee Harms prepare VBS 

set. 
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Want to add teens to your group?  
Go to www.lwml.org. Click on “Ministries.” Drop down to 
“Teens,” and find “Teens Empowered for Impact,” a site 
created for teen girls. Leader resources are available. 
Find the teen page from Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly or 
shop for teen resources at the LWML online store. Ideas 
for mission age-appropriate mission events abound.  

First meeting of Friends Into Serving Him ® of Holy Trinity, 
Edmond, write to pen pals from Holy Trinity Christian School. 

Above: Friends Into Serving Him®, Holy Trinity, Edmond, wrapping 
ketchup and mustard packs for the Homeless. Below:  The girls 
sewed stockings for a Blue Star Mother project.  

New Teen Group forms at Holy Trinity 
 Holy Trinity, Edmond, has organized a new group of 
Friends Into Serving Him®.  At their first meeting on 
September 8, eight girls attended. The girls worked on 
two projects that first day. They put together hundreds of 
condiment packets for Hot Dogs for the Homeless. They 
also set up a pen pal program with the students of Holy 
Trinity’s Christian School. Susan Bieber gave a devotion 
about Teens in Mission and told the girls how to utilize 
the LWML Teen Website for devotions and information. 
Kerri Collison and Michelle Osmus are leading the 
group. Lots of exciting plans were made for the future 
meetings! 
 

 Submitted by Susan Bieber,  Teen Coordinator 

 Jump Into Fun was held on Saturday, September 29 at 

Holy Trinity of Edmond.  Messiah was well represented as 

was Holy Trinity. The day started with a welcome from Dis-

trict President Barrie Henke.  He told the girls how important 

LWML is to the mission field of the Missouri Synod Lutheran 

Churches and how much money they have contributed. The 

girls all participated in a get-acquainted activity and discov-

ered that they had so much in common! Two different mis-

sion projects were worked on that day. Lots of homemade 

cookies were made that day to distribute the next day at Hot 

Dogs for the Homeless. Girls also sewed Christmas stock-

ings for a Blue Star Mother project.  A lunch of walking tacos 

was served and then dessert. Heath Lewis led the group in 

a devotion entitled “Who I Am.” Then it was on to the Eleva-

tion Trampoline Park. The girls had a great time of fellow-

ship and getting to know each other. 



Mission Grants for 2012-2014  
Grant                     Amount  Paid 
 

1. Oklahoma Ministerial Students —Christmas money        $10,000  $5,000 

2. Orphan Grain Train, Orphans and Battered Women—Lithuania     $  3,400  $3,400 

3. Trinity/Hope Lutheran Schools in Haiti—Lunch Program       $  5,000 

4. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Scholarship Fund      $10,000  $2,500 

5. MOST Ministries, Water Outreach Program—Family Water Systems    $  5,000  $5,000 

6. Cristo Rey “Food for Thought” Mission Outreach—Oklahoma City     $  3,500 

7. Camp Lutherhoma Kitchen Renovations—Tahlequah         $  8,500  $4,000 

8. Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch Flood Restoration          $  4,000  $2,000 

9. Catechisms for Oklahoma’s Burmese Immigrants—Guymon and Oklahoma City $  3,000  $3,000 

10. Lutheran Braille Workers—Tulsa             $  3,000  $1,500 

11. Alice Brauer’s Nutrition Program for children—India        $     500 

12. Lutheran Blind Missions—Audio Bible Study          $  3,000  $1,500 

13. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Assistance—Tulsa       $  3,000  $1,500 

14. Family Promise, Aid to Homeless Families—Lawton        $  5,000  $5,000 

15. Lutheran Malaria Initiative               $  3,000  

16. Hands of Mercy, Special Needs—Yambia, Sudan         $  5,000  $2500 

17. OK District Lutheran 6th Grade, Camp Lutherhoma Scholarship      $  1,600  $  200 

18. 1001 Orphans—Kenya               $  2,000 

19. OK Teen LWML Scholarship Assistance, LWML Convention 2013     $  2,000 

20. Hospital Addition, Christian Welfare Center—Malappuram, India     $  8,000  $4,000 

21. Training Future Pastors—Uganda             $  2,500 

22. Student Tuition Scholarship, Good Shepherd Lutheran School—MWC    $  1,000  $1,000 

                  TOTAL  $92,000    $42,100 

Dear 
Heavenly 

Father, we 
thank You for 

Your love 
through 

Jesus. We ask 
Your 

continued 
blessing on 
our mission 
grants. May 

they give 
witness to the 
saving grace 
of Your  Son. 

In Jesus' 
name we 

pray. Amen. 
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Trash becomes Mite-y Treasure 
 
 

Are you saving those computer ink cartridges, MP3s, and DVD players? Did you 
upgrade your iPad or iPhone? What did you do with the old one?  
 
To date, over $70,000 has been raised by the District putting those funds toward 
our district and national mite goals, our Special Gifts Fund, and toward paying for 
leader training programs that benefit our members. Members who choose to recycle 
have helped keep these items out of our landfills. These actions allow for better use 
of natural resources granted to us by our heavenly Father.  
 
“What is recyclable?” you ask. Go to www.oklwml.org for a complete list. Any 
questions, or if shipping labels are needed, members are advised to contact 
Marguerite Christman, Recycling Coordinator, at MChrist721@aol.com.  

Mary Krepel and Katie Schroeder, 

Emmanuel, Kingfisher, packed and 

shipped 90 cartridges for recycling. 



District Board  

 

Oklahoma District President 

 Susan Brunkow 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

VP of Christian Life 

 Joyce Von Dielingen 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Lori Steele 

VP of Communication 

 Myrna Lou Meyer 

VP of Special Focus  

Ministries 

 Dianna Just 

Recording Secretary 

 Esther Bersche 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Teresa Heater 

Treasurer 

 Katie Schroeder 

Financial Secretary 

 Leola Thiemann 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Bill Schneider 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ron Simpson 

Public Relations Chairman 

 Bev England 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 

Webservant 

 Sarah Ross 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Krystine Gibson 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Delia Hansen 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Nelly Castaneda 

Young Women Chairmen 

 Laura Price 

 Katie Schelp 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Susan Bieber 

Planning Facilitator 

 Sue Avis 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to 
the people of the world. 

 

 
 
 

Three things everyone needs to know about bylaws: 
1. Bylaws are to protect members and insure fairness. 
2. Bylaws are legally binding.  If you don’t want to have to do it 
   all the time, don’t put it in your bylaws. 
3. Keep bylaws flexible.  Put things like meetings dates in your 
   guidelines instead of bylaws. 

Submitted by Mary Fischaber, Structure Chairman 

Bylaws Beacon 


