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Fall Retreat Attendees Hooked!Fall Retreat Attendees Hooked!Fall Retreat Attendees Hooked!Fall Retreat Attendees Hooked!    
It was near-perfect weather and a near-perfect facility for LWML 
members gathered at Canyon Camp, October 21 and 22 for the Fall 
Retreat with the theme “Hooked by Jesus”.  The District Vice-
Presidents and the Christian Life Committee did a wonderful job in 
planning a relaxing, inspirational and fun time. The pastoral 
advisors, Rev. Dwayne Schroeder and Rev. Bill Schneider added 
inspiration and entertainment.  All could be easily spotted with their 
brightly colored “fishy” aprons.   

 

Some attendees started the weekend 
with a craft session while others 
opted to spend the time rocking and 
talking in the inviting rocking chairs 
outside the lodge.  Opening devotions 
set the tone for the weekend, followed 
by hot dogs prepared by the pastoral 
counselors and Brad Brunkow.  
Spirited singing, including some 
wonderful old camping songs, and a 
sneak peak at the Bible study led up 

to the campfire.  Singing, s'mores and stargazing made the campfire a memorable experience.  Lively 
table games occupied the time for some before all went to their comfortable rooms for a good night's 
sleep.   
 

Bible study was the focus for Saturday as smaller study 
groups reflected on the topics, Fishers by Design, Gone 
Fishin' and Hook, Line & Sinker.  A multi-part skit 
featuring conversations between a fisherman and God 
helped put the whole theme in perspective and reminded 
us that we have the best bait possible – God's Word.  A 
prayer walk on the way to the noon meal was thought-
provoking and inspirational.  All too soon it was time to 
drive back up out of the canyon and back to the world of 
cell phones and text messages, but reminded that we are 
indeed hooked by Jesus and better prepared to be His 
fishers of men.   
 

Submitted by Vivian Bingham, Good Shepherd, Midwest City 
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Save the DateSave the DateSave the DateSave the Date    
 

Oklahoma LWML Convention 
April 13-14, 2012 

Dominion House, Guthrie, Oklahoma 
 

Mark your calendars and start making plans to attend the 2012 Oklahoma District 
LWML Convention held on April 13-14, 2012 at the beautiful Dominion House in 
Guthrie.  The theme is from Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  
 

All activities will be in the same building including child care.   Past LWML President 
Linda Reiser will be the keynote speaker and Pastor Joel Scheiwe of China will be our 
mission speaker.  Donna Pyle, renowned author and speaker, will lead the Bible study 
and Kay Kreklau, LWML President, will personally bring greetings from the National 
LWML Board of Directors.   
 

Gifts from the Heart will include canned and boxed foods for the Guthrie Food Bank 
and also items to send to our Oklahoma Lutheran active military deployed overseas.  
Special activities are being planned for the Young Woman Representatives and Teen 
LWML members.  There will also be servant activities, an LWML Choir, exhibit booths, 
a mass worship service and ample time for fellowship with LWML friends from across 
the state. 
 

Oklahoma Lutheran Women in Mission have nearly met their 2010-2012 Mission Goal, 
so a new goal, as well as the mission grants that are funded through that goal will be 
decided.  Bylaw changes will be voted on and new officers will be elected.   
 

It looks to be an action-packed two days filled with fun, fellowship, and great worship opportunities.  See you in Guthrie! 
 

Submitted by Susan Brunkow, DCPC Chairman 

What a wild and whacky summer we have had but now we have glorious autumn!  Yes, we need rain, nearly all over our state 
but temps have cooled and we are able to enjoy the outdoors and the lovely sights and sounds that accompany this wonderful 
time of year! 
 

Looking back on everything that has happened, I must say, I feel refreshed, exhilarated and ready to grab the reins for what’s 
ahead.  Just think of the many opportunities we have had through LWML for spiritual growth!  The fantastic convention at 
Peoria in June … “Being with Jesus Living on the Edge! “ jolting me and nudging me to be BOLD and step out and live for 
Jesus.  Yes, way out there on the edge.   
 

If you missed Peoria, I hope you attended your Zone Fall Fest and explored the theme Being with Jesus, Living in the Word.  
The Mission Speakers reminded me how important it is to give our Mites with prayer 
and thanksgiving!  The Bible study was just great, reemphasizing how important daily 

Bible reading and study are for our path to good and fruitful living! 
 

Now if you couldn’t attend either of those events, then I pray you did not miss the LWML District Retreat 
at Camp Canyon in Hinton.  Beautiful setting, cool temps, roasting marshmallows and singing around the 
campfire with my sisters in Christ, doesn’t get much better than that!  The theme “Hooked on Jesus” was 
splendidly presented by our District Vice Presidents and Christian Life Committee.  There was something 
for everyone in Bible study, prayer walk, activities, sketches or zesty tidbits shared by our Pastoral 
Counselors.   
 

As the days become shorter and winter closes in, reflect on the glorious golden autumn sunsets and be 
reminded of the golden opportunities for being with Jesus, on the edge, living in the Word and being just 
plain hooked on HIM!   Open that Bible of yours and get charged.   
 

God bless you all and I look forward to seeing each one of you at the LWML District Convention in 
Guthrie, April 13 – 14, 2012! 
 

Bev England, President   

Bev England 

DDDDevoted, RRRRedeemed, EEEExclaiming His Love, 
AAAActive in prayer and service with MiMiMiMission 

hearts alive! 
TTTTogether EEEEveryone AAAAccomplishes MMMMore 
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Pastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral Insights    

Because You Know God, Live on the Edge, Go and Witness 
 

Fifty years ago, I was in a place I liked, doing what I enjoyed, during a season I have always preferred.   
In October 1961, I was in Minnesota, in a field, watching a harvest.   
When I was seven, I was riding in a grain wagon, pulled by a corn picker, counting ears of corn as they fell from the picker’s elevator.   

Each of the previous statements refers the same thing and reveals something about me.  Review the statements above and answer the following 
questions below?   

What is my favorite time of year?   
How old am I?     (answers given below) 
Where is one of my favorite places to be?   
Why was I counting ears of corn?   

What do we need in order to know someone; how much do we need to know about someone before we really know someone?  What can we do so 
we will know that person?  The apostle Paul wrote the following to the church of Galatia:  

8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 9 But now that you have come to know 
God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose 
slaves you want to be once more? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years! 11 I am afraid I may have labored over you in 
vain (Galatians 4:8-11).  

When the apostle Paul wrote to the church of Galatia, he reminded them that there was a time when they did not know God.  And in his letter, he 
called his readers to task.  Paul told the church body of Galatia that were observing days and months and seasons, obeying Jewish law, and he 
feared that they were forgetting the Gospel and what Christ did for them on the cross.   
How well do you know God the Father, the Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit?  Could you tell someone what season He enjoys and why; or 
where His favorite place is; or why He enjoys counting the birds of the air or the hair on your head?  How well does your neighbor know God?  
Does it matter what your neighbor believes or trusts in or says about God or the Gospel?  Remember, once you did not know God; once you were 
enslaved by sin, but now that you have come to know God, or rather are known by God, so what will you do since you know what you know about 
God and His love for others and His desire to have you live with Him eternally?   

Get to know God better, so you can witness?   
Get to know your neighbor better, so you can witness?  

Because you know God, live on the edge, go and be a witness of the Lord, God Almighty.   
Fifty years ago, I was in a place I liked, doing what I enjoyed, during a season I have always preferred.  Today, I can say the same thing.   
 

Pastor Dwayne Schroeder 
OK District LWML Sr. Pastoral Counselor 
 

Answers 1)  Fall, especially October  2)  57 years old  3)  Minnesota, cornfield at harvest time  4)  Math was a favorite school subject 

Dear Bev and Members of the Oklahoma District LWML, 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus, who promises to bear great 
fruit through His powerful, life-giving Gospel. 
 

It is with regret that I inform you that I wish to no longer serve as Junior 
Pastoral Counselor for the Oklahoma District LWML.  
 

Please know that I continue to believe firmly in the importance of every 
“mite’s worth” of mission work carried out through the wonderful women 
of the LWML, and I will find ways to continue to support that work. I 
simply find myself caught trying to find a balance between being a 
faithful father to young children, faithful pastor to my congregation, and 
faithful LWML counselor. What I have found time and again is that what 
has suffered has been my ability to devote faithful time and service to 
the LWML.  
 

I apologize to you and all who are affected for my irregularity in being 
able to fulfill my duties, and I pray you will find someone more able to 
devote the time that would match the time and energy you wonderful 
women devote to “serving the Lord with gladness.”  
 

In Christ’s love, 
Pastor Eric Van Scharrel 

Pastoral Counselor Resigns 

Rev. William Schneider, of St. John, Lawton was 
installed at the beginning of the October Board of 
Directors meeting held before the Fall Retreat. He 
is assuming the duties of Junior Pastoral 
Counselor of the Oklahoma District LWML. 
 

Rev. Schneider served two congregations after 
ordination and in 1990 was called by the LCMS to 
be an active duty Chaplain in the Army. He served 
as a chaplain from 1990-2010. He was then called to St. John, 
Lawton. He and his wife, Barbara have been married for 33 years and 
have two daughters Elizabeth and Megan.  
 

New 
Junior 
Pastoral 
Counselor 

Rev. Schroeder installing Rev. Schneider at 
BOD meeting. 
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The Enid Zone Fall Fest was held at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Enid 
on September 24, 2011 . Our Bible Study leader was Rev. Scott 
Whittenberg, pastor of St. Paul. Our Mission Speakers were Rev. 
Carlton and Arlene Riemer of Stillwater, They spoke of their work 
among the Muslims in India. Joyce Von Dielingen, Vice President of 
Christian Life, was the District Representative.  
 

We had 47 in attendance, which included 3 pastors. Our mite offering 
was $211.53 and the LWML Store sales were $93.50. Election results 
were: Secretary: Jane Brown St. Paul, Enid; Vice President of Christian 
Life: Pam Wiederkehr, St. Paul, Enid; Vice President of Gospel 
Outreach: Dianna Wallace Zion, Alva. 

Submitted by Judy Roggow, Enid Zone President 

There were 57 in attendance at the Ponca 
City Zone Fall Fest held at Zion in Stillwater 
on September  24th.  Forty-one members 
were present as well as three Pastors and 13 
guests.  Zion Pastor Kinast led the group in 
opening devotions. The Mary-Martha Society 

from Zion, Guthrie presented the Bible Study . Pastor Rains , Cynthia 
Taylor, Kaye Freudenberger, and  Brenda Nivens were leaders.   
 

Sara Schieffer-Oldham and Gabe Bahr, young adults from Zion, 
shared their uplifting experiences from mission trips they had made 
this year.  Sara, a 2nd year medical student, went to El Salvador on a 
medical mission trip and Gabe went to Japan after the devastating 
tsunami. District VP of Communication, Susan Brunkow, presented 
the President’s Report in President Bev’s absence. Pastor Dehne 
from Newkirk lead the closing devotion and Gifts from the Heart for 
Birth Choice in Stillwater were dedicated.   
 

Boxes for LWR boxes were received. They were delivered to Wichita 
on Oct. 4th by  Marilyn Pralle of Ponca City.  LWR Totals: 1455 lbs. 
which included 260 quilts (950 lbs); 10 blankets (33 lbs); 48 health kits 
( 84.5 lbs); 105 school kits (314.5 lbs); 4 fabric kits (5 lbs); 15 layettes 
(38 lbs); and 30 lbs. of soap. 
 

The Convention Planning Committee has met twice this summer at 
Guthrie as we continue preparations for the District 2012 Convention. 

Next meeting will be Nov. 5 in Perry. 
 

Submitted by Debbie Hooper, Ponca City Zone President 

Ponca City Zone 

The 2011 Kingfisher Fall Fest was held at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
El Reno on September 17. To set the theme, Debbie Faloon of Trinity 
had a PowerPoint® of a video and music playing during registration 
and morning coffee.  Before the opening devotion, Gwen Mindemann 
from Apache signed the song “Still Her Little Child” and at closing she 
signed the “The Lord Prayer”.  Pastor Hefta of Trinity led our opening 
and closing devotions. Our speaker was Delores Sanders of the “God 
Helping Hands” Mission Shelter in El Reno. Pastor David Kaiser of Mt. 
Calvary, Watonga led the Bible study. Karen Rumsey will be doing our 
banner for 2012 District Convention.  
 

We had 44 attendees, including three Pastors and seven guests.  We 
received $437 in mite offering, $44 from LWML Store, and after 
expenses from registration funds, we had $185 which brought a total 
of $622 for Mites.  Collected for Gifts of the Heart which went to God’s 
Helping Hands were four large boxes and 13 sacks consisting of 
paper towels, blankets, towels, sheets and non-perishable items. The 
LWR received 33 personal kits, 10 school kits, 1 soap, 17 fabric kits, 
and a $200 check to LWR for shipping. We had a beautiful and 
blessed day. Praise the Lord!  
 

Submitted by Sharon Bomhoff, Kingfisher Zone President 

Kingfisher Zone 

The Panhandle Zone Fall Fest was 
held at St. John, Hooker on 
September 17.  There were 27 in 
attendance including three pastors 
and four guests.  Mite offering was 
$184, registration overage was $180, 
and $99.50 was sold at the LWML 
Store.  District members attending 
were Bev England, Marguerite 
Christman, and Betty Reichert.  We 
appreciate them making the long trip 
to join us for a lovely day of Bible 
study and fellowship.  

 

Our Bible study was led by Texhoma members:  Diane Wackler and 
Kasey Meyer.  Our Gifts from the Heart were 14 new, stuffed animals 
and were donated to Memorial Hospital of Texas County in 
Guymon.  The speaker for the day was Dr. Robert Rahn of Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation.  He presented an interesting PowerPoint® and 
information about the organization.   
 

Pastor Tom House of St. John led our 
opening and closing devotions.  Mary 
Olsen shared her experience of being 
the National Convention Delegate at 
Peoria.  Lutheran World Relief items 
gathered were 15 health Kits, 12 school 
Kits, 10 sewing Kits, and 16 
layettes.  Donations for Orphan Grain 
Train included 475 quilts, 3 blankets, 12 
Health Kits, 5 pounds of Soap, 104 
Boxes of assorted clothing and items, 
crutches, a walker, and a $100 donation.  Ladies were invited to attend 
the Fall Retreat at Hinton, Oct. 21 & 22, and the District Convention in 
Guthrie April 13 & 14, 2012. 
 

Submitted by Joyce Watson, Panhandle Zone President  

Panhandle Zone 

Mary Olsen, Trinity, Guymon and 
her daughter, Christin, working at 
the LWML Store. 

Stuffed animals collected for 
Gifts from the Heart were taken 
to Memorial Hospital of Texas 
County in Guymon. 

Enid Zone 

Attention All Societies 
Please email an interior or exterior picture of a cross at your church. The Communication Committee is working on a presentation for the 
Oklahoma LWML District Convention in 2012. Include your church’s name and zone. Do not send photos taken with your cell phone unless you 
have one with high megapixels. Email to your Zone President who will forward on. Those who have already sent a picture, thank you! 
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Oklahoma City Zone  
Our OKC Zone Fall Fest was September 10, 2011 at 
Holy Trinity in Edmond. Of the 17 societies in our zone 
13 participated. We had 120 in attendance, including 
our guest speakers, Bob and Lynn Willis and Laura 
Price, YWR., from Lawton, President Bev and five 
pastors! God is faithful and we were blessed. It was 
such an encouraging day. We were spending time 
“Being with Jesus and Living in His Word". In the 
business meeting it was voted to accept the updated 
Zone Bylaws with some changes and corrections. No 
elections were held. 
 

We had a mite offering of $934.84. Our store sales were $191.35. 
Registration fees were $1,190 less expenses of $304.81, leaving us with 
an additional mite gift of $881.59. The Gifts from the Heart were 
designated for Positive Tomorrows. Donations included 41 packages of 
socks and underwear, 85 items of clothing, 11 pairs of shoes, 16 belts, 
93 bottles of lotion, shampoo, deodorant and toothbrushes, 17 pairs of 
scissors, 53 sets of flashcards, 11 spiral notebooks, 176 erasers, 438 
pens and pencils, 32 pocket folders, 18 packets of notebook paper, 43 
packs of crayons markers and colored pencils, 23 glue sticks and glue, 
22 books, one electric pencil sharpener, and 25 other miscellaneous 
items! 
 

OKC Zone took 219 quilts, 133 health and personal Care kits, 133 school 
Kits, 30 fabric kits, 29 layettes, 49 pounds of soap in addition to the items 
from both Lawton and Kingfisher Zones. All items were delivered to 
Wichita on October 4.  Jerry Coghill from Christ, Mustang drove using the 
church van from Zion and a trailer, we were blessed to use, at no cost. 
With money contributed from both Kingfisher and Lawton Zones to cover 
expenses, OKC Zone had no expense involved. 
 

Submitted by Suzet Roggow, Oklahoma City Zone President 

The Tulsa Zone Fall Fest 
was held at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in 
B r o ken  A r r ow  on 
Saturday, September 
24th. Zone President, 
Carol Fruehling, President 
was ill and unable to 

attend. Vice President, Sharon Schmidt presided. We had a total of 56 
in attendance, including four pastors and three teens. Our mite 
offering was $300.15, our LWML Store sales were $68 and our 
registration total was $424 after expenses. We had a table full of non-
perishable items for our Gifts from the Heart that will be taken to 
Broken Arrow Neighbors in Broken Arrow.  
 

The opening devotion was led by Pastor Wilke from Immanuel. Pastor 
Eric Van Scharrel, Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa, led us in a very 
inspiring Bible study and also led our closing devotion. Patti Ross 
informed us about the new Bible study that will be coming out on DVD 
and encouraged each church to purchase one. Lanece Young, our 
Tulsa Zone Delegate to the National Convention in Peoria, gave us 
some highlights on her experiences on being a "First-Timer" to a 
national convention. Our guest speaker was Ruth Kruse from Our 
Savior Lutheran Church in Tulsa. She had a wonderful and moving 
presentation from her mission trip to Haiti with MUCH Ministries. 
Thanks so much to the ladies from Immanuel who hosted this event 
and served a delicious lunch. 
 

On October 3 LWR items were collected at Grace Lutheran in Tulsa 
and on Oct. 4 Dale of Grace who loaned us his horse trailer and I took 
the items to Wichita.  Included were 331 quilts, 11 blankets, 141 
health Kits, 675 school Kits, 45 sewing Kits, 95 layettes and 228 
pounds of soap from the Tulsa Zone.  We also had items from St. 
John in Hooker and several churches in the Miami Zone.   
 

Submitted by Carol Fruehling, Tulsa Zone President 
Fall Fest was held on September 24 at Lone Wolf in southwest 
Oklahoma.  There were 40 members present, two guests, six pastors 
and two YWR’s. Mites collected were $201.46 and $360 was sent from 
registration. 
 

Local Gifts from the Heart were collected and sent to the Granite Food 
Bank.  Rev. Ron Bolte led the Opening and Closing Devotions and 
Commissioned Lay Minister B.J. Armstrong led the Bible study. 
Our mission speaker was Jeri Mosiman, mission speaker was from the 
Lawton Regional Food Bank. 
 

LWR items collected were: 131 health kits, 150 school kits, 42 layettes, 
and 22 sewing kits.         Submitted by Helen McDonald, Lawton Zone President 

Lawton Zone 

The Miami Zone Fall Fest held at Faith, Owasso was smaller than it 
has been in years, which allowed us some flexibility in the scheduling. 
The ladies seemed to enjoy this as they had more time than usual to 
socialize with one another. There were 25 women and four Pastors 
present. Pastor Neumann from Owasso led our opening and closing 
with his usual sense of humor. Pastor Schroeder from Fairland led us 
in Bible study. Also attending were Pastor Moeller from Adair and 
Pastor Burger from Claremore. We appreciate all these Pastors taking 
their time to spend with us on a Saturday. Carolyn Love, VP of 
Servant Resources attended on behalf of President Bev and we 
appreciate her traveling to be with us. 
 

We were provided a delicious BBQ meal. Dianna Just told us about 
her trip to India to teach English and of her visit with Alice Brauer. Her 
stories were very interesting. What an experience! If you need a 
mission speaker, I suggest giving Dianna a call. Carolyn Bening gave 
us a wonderful Peoria Convention Report stating that they just keep 
getting better and better. We collected non-perishable food items and 
cleaning supplies for our Gifts from the Heart to take to Joplin.  
 

We received $280 in registration fees less expenses of $27 for a profit 
of $253. Offering collected totaled $160.55. The LWML Store sold 
$72.75 worth of merchandise. It was a lovely day. 

Submitted by Cherie Meislahn, Miami Zone President 
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Tulsa Zone 

Miami Zone 

From L to R: Marguerite Christman, MMV 
Consultant; Betty Reichert, MMV Consultant; 
Katie Schelp, YWR; Bev England, President/ 
MMV Consultant  and Judy Roggow, Enid Zone 
President present an LWML Blitz at Zion in 
Lahoma. 

Blitzes Blitzes Blitzes Blitzes     
LWML Blitzes were held 
at St. John in Lawton; St. 
Peter in Apache; Zion in 
Lahoma and Grace in 
Tulsa by several Blitz 
teams. These are held to 
share information about 
LWML with congregations 
and to encourage existing 
societies and establish 
new groups. 
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This eight week, verse-by-verse study of the armor of God 
details the incredible protection that God has provided to His 
children. Even though we may not like discussing spiritual 
warfare, it is necessary because it is real. Spiritual warfare has 
the potential to rob us of peace and security only to leave 
behind doubt and unrest. But God offers protection to us - HIS 
protection. Journey through this study as we learn about the 
battle, our enemy, our armor and our place in God's army. But 
most importantly, we come to know the rock solid truth that 
God has provided everything we need to proclaim ultimate 
victory.  
 

Filmed before a live studio audience, this series is a 
partnership with Donna Pyle and Artesian Ministries. It has 
passed LCMS Doctrinal Review.  
 

Donna Pyle, an engaging speaker, author, and life-long Texan, 
is the founder of Artesian Ministries. The passion God has 
given her for studying Scripture has led to 17 in-depth Bible 
studies, numerous devotions, and magazine articles. She loves 
blogging about faith-based topics and spiritual growth.  
 

This set includes eight (8) lessons on two (2) DVDs with one 
85-page color print workbook for $100. Additional workbooks 
can be purchased for $10 each. Item # 68930. 
To order go to www.lwml.org/shop and put in the search area 
item number 68930. 

New DVD Bible Study Series New DVD Bible Study Series New DVD Bible Study Series New DVD Bible Study Series     

Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund     

 

One of the rich benefits gained by being an active member of 
the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League on any level – in 
societies, Zone leadership, District or National – is the great 
friendships established.  This was evident in the past few 
months by the donations received by the Financial Secretary 
for the Special Gifts Fund.  One member gave to honor four 
other members stating “The Joy of Friendship.”  Others gave 
to honor the birthdays of members.  These were special gifts 
that will not stop giving because the Special Gifts Fund was 
set up to continue God’s work in mission and ministry. 
Donations acknowledged during the period June 1 through 
September 30, 2011. 

The Joy of Friendship    Gifts in Memory of  
  

 Marguerite Christman   Rev. Harold Klawitter 
 Beverly England    Emma Carr 
 Betty Reichert     Toledo Kosted 
 Patti Ross 
Birthdays Honored 
 Doris Schmall 
 Beverly England 
 

The fund has received $250 in donations, $160.59 from 
recycling and interest earned through September 30, 2011 of 
$169.77 for a balance of $34,653.64.   
 

Gifts may be sent to Lanece Young, OK LWML Financial 
Secretary.  Questions may be directed to Krystine Gibson, 
Chairman. 

Submitted by Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

Thanks for all your support of the Recycling Program we 
have been doing in the Oklahoma District. Through your 
efforts and God’s tremendous blessings, we have been 
able to generate over $65,700 from this project. Not only 
has this helped us here in Oklahoma, but it has reached 
throughout the world. Of this $65,700, twenty-five per 
cent, $16,425 has gone to national mites to assist in 
reaching those who do not know Christ as their Savior. Ten percent has gone to 
the OK District Special Gifts Fund. To date, $34,200 has been used here within 
the OK District to pay for various leader training opportunities. What a blessing 
this has been! It has been through your many efforts that this has happened.  
 

However, it seems that participation has lessened somewhat over the years. 
Nevertheless, the need for these funds is as great as ever. So, please collect 
these recyclable items. Ask others in your congregation and your community to 
collect them as well. Set up a time when you can retrieve these collected items 
from various collection sites in your community. (Items to include: printer 
cartridges, cell phones, pagers, i-Pods, digital cameras, DVD players, i-Pad 
tablets, laptop computers, GPS devices, scientific and graphing calculators.) All 
of these efforts will benefit us monetarily with these funds to be used in various 
mission opportunities, but it also helps our environment by keeping these items 
out of our landfills. So, let’s continue these efforts.  
 

Your assistance and support is vital to this project. Check out our OK LWML 
website at www.oklwml.org for more information or email Marguerite Christman 
at MChrist721@aol.com. This is a simple process to ship these items with the 
prepaid shipping labels provided. Again, thanks for all of your support of the 
past. We look forward to your continued recycling support. 
 

Submitted by Marguerite Christman, Recycle Chairman 

Pictured is four generations of Ebba Johnson’s 
family. Left, Karen Thomas, daughter; Ebba 
Johnson;  Erik Thomas, grandson; Trenton Thomas, 
and Kayden Thomas, great grandsons; and far right; 
Roger Johnson, son. Ebba served as Oklahoma 
District LWML President and  is Archivist-
Historian Emeritus. 

Thanks for Your SupportThanks for Your SupportThanks for Your SupportThanks for Your Support    

Zone PresidentsZone PresidentsZone PresidentsZone Presidents    
At the Oklahoma District Convention 2012 each 
zone needs to be represented with a banner for 
the procession. Be sure to contact the banner 
makers in your zone so all District Zones are 
represented. You will want to pass along the  
information, given to you at the BOD meeting, of 
the guidelines for the banners. 
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As Alice Brauer sat with her turquoise and gray shoe box on her lap looking at the seven of us from America sitting in wicker chairs in her 
bungalow, she said, “What do you think I have in my India box?” Since I and three of the others had met her earlier in the week and seen her sense 
of humor in action we knew she was up to something.  Her shoe box reminded me of the treasure box many of us kept in our closets when we 
were kids.  
 

Alice held up half a walnut shell that has a rock securely stuck 
inside and told us how an Indian had glued these together and 
tricked and cheated customers out of purchasing real walnuts. 
She showed us an advertisement that used small print to trick 
people into thinking the product was from another country. But, 
the item that fascinated me the most was the white aspirin 
bottle that has two smaller yellow prescription bottles stuck in 
it. She said, “Please, go ahead get those out of there. I have 
had children try for years, but maybe one of these days 
someone will get them out.”   
 

Alice has been in India almost all of her life and now in her 
early seventies, (and retired she always adds), she is still 
going every day to work in community clinics as a nurse to 
teach about nutrition and immunizations. She and two ladies 
prepare protein powder that they sell to mothers to keep their 
babies healthy. She told us how they used to give away the 
supplement, but then mothers wouldn’t take it. Now that they 
sell it on a graduated price scale it has become valuable and children are thriving because of it. The medicine 
bottles stuck one inside the other fascinated me because as an Oklahoma LWMLer I have always known of Alice 
Brauer and her work in India. She went on to say, “I love the Oklahoma LWML. They are so thrifty, but sometimes a 
little too thrifty. They were just trying to save space in mailing me medicine bottles,” and she smiled. 

 

Meeting Alice in her bungalow was only one of many wonderful experiences of my LMCS mission trip to Ambur, India this past summer. Seeing 
four hundred India people attend church at 7 a.m. on Sunday and going to chapel with 120 nursing students every morning was heartwarming and 
inspirational. Seeing the India Evangelical Lutheran Church thriving and meeting many outspoken Christians was greater than I expected. The 
Bethesda Hospital work is impressive.  
 

But, the mission of us seven American Lutherans was to teach English for one 
week to the first and second year female nursing students of Bethesda Hospital 
and to teach English during the second week to the mostly male students studying 
to be elementary teachers at Concordia Teachers Training Institute. We were 
welcomed with open arms and our teaching was well received and successful for 
the students whose books are in English and not their native Tamil language. For 
one week we taught in the nursing school and learned to know our class members 
well because classes were small with 12 students in each. During the second 
week we taught large classes of nearly 30 teaching candidates. Most of our 
students over the two weeks of teaching were 19-21 years old. Many of the nurses 
were Christians, but many 
at the teachers’ institute 
were Hindus. We thanked 
the Lord for the opportunity 
to use the Bible as a 
textbook to teach the 
written Word for one hour 

each day. That was the best part of each day for me, and the students appreciated both the 
Word and the English lesson.  
 

As with most mission trips, we who went, feel we gained more than those we went to serve. 
We saw firsthand how Christians in India are faced with issues of caste, Hindu beliefs, and 
Muslim beliefs, but we also saw that God continues to use these Christians of India to add to 
His kingdom as they are a witness through the work of the hospital and the churches. 
Please lift the Lutherans of India in prayer and thank God for what He has done and 
continues to do.  
 

Submitted by Dianna Just, Member of Messiah, Vinita 

The Frugal Oklahoma District LWMLThe Frugal Oklahoma District LWMLThe Frugal Oklahoma District LWMLThe Frugal Oklahoma District LWML    

Alice Brauer and Dianna Just in Ambur, India 

Nursing Students 

Student Teacher Trainees 
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Caught the LWML BugCaught the LWML BugCaught the LWML BugCaught the LWML Bug    

Food for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the Soul    

Are you a young woman (roughly between the 
ages of 18 and 35) or know a few in your 
congregation? Are you interested in learning more 

about the ways LWML can help you affirm your relationship 
with the Triune God and enable you to use your gifts in 
ministry to the people of the world?  Then plan to attend the 
Oklahoma District Convention April 13-14, 2012, in Guthrie.  
Special activities are planned just for the young women!  
Send contact information and other questions to Elizabeth 
Whitfield (elizabeth.whitfield@okstate.edu).  We will keep 
you informed on YWR activities at convention if you provide 
your e-mail address. 
 

Please encourage the young women in your congregation to 
attend, and consider sponsoring a YWR’s registration to 
help defray the cost. 

Acts 4:20  For we cannot help speaking about what we have 
seen and heard. 
 

The national LWML Convention in Peoria is past as are the 
Zone Fall Fests.  Both were wonderful experiences with our 
Lord and fellow LWMLers. I heard some wonderful words of 
encouragement and peace during the Bible studies and 
worship services at both.  How can I now be silent “about 
what we have seen and heard” of our wonderful Savior, 
Jesus Christ?  How can I not “live on the edge” with Him 
and tell someone about Him?  I pray that I can make a plan 
to get to know someone who doesn't know Jesus, pray for 
that person, and tell him/her about my Savior.  With the Holy 
Spirit's help I will have the opportunity to meet that person, 
the prayer to pray, and the words to speak.    
 

Submitted by Joyce VonDielingen, VP of Christian Life 

As a student at Metro-East Lutheran High 
School in Edwardsville, IL, I could not 
understand why my 20-something 
chemistry teacher was always dressing in 
purple, talking about her Mite Box, and 
getting excited about the LWML.  All my 
previous observations of the LWML were of grey-
haired ladies who met for coffee and quilting.  My 
grandmother was active in her congregation’s LWML 

society, however my mom’s schedule did not allow her to join our congregation’s 
society (but we still had Mite Boxes in the kitchen and the laundry room!).  It was 
not until this summer and fall that I began to understand why my young high 
school chemistry teacher was so passionate about the LWML—and now I’ve 
caught the bug myself! 
 

During my first two years as a member of First Lutheran Church in Ponca City, 
getting involved with the LWML hadn’t really crossed my mind.  At the start of my 
third year in Oklahoma, our society’s president personally invited me to come to 
LWML and told me that we would be packing school kits for Lutheran World 
Relief at the meeting.  The combination of the personal invitation and the draw of 
the LWR school kits (for which I remembered collecting school supplies as a 
second grader back in Illinois) brought me to that first meeting.   
 

That spring I attended the District Convention because I was interested in 
meeting other young, Lutheran women from across the state.  A year and a half 
later I found myself as one of two Young Woman Representatives to the national 
LWML Convention in Peoria.  I was very eager to attend the opening worship 
service, and I was not disappointed.  Joining together to praise our triune God 
with thousands of other women, singing in a choir with hundreds of ladies, being 
inspired by Dr. Ken Klaus’ message, and receiving the Lord’s Supper with so 
many of my sisters in Christ was truly a foretaste of the feast to come.   
 

The most important thing I took away from the convention was a deeper 
understanding of the work of the LWML.  Hearing first-hand where the coins in 
my Mite Box are going and seeing how the Lord is facilitating our work across the 
globe was incredibly motivating.  Paul Miller, principal of Unity Lutheran Christian 
Elementary School in East St. Louis, was one of the mission speakers who 
shared the blessings received through an LWML mission grant.  I knew a lot 
about this mission school from growing up in the Southern Illinois District, and I 
served as a substitute teacher at Unity before moving to Oklahoma.  I was 
amazed to learn the significant role the LWML played in the success of this 
school. 
 

The Convention was an amazing experience that has inspired me to recall that 
purple passion I remember from my high school chemistry teacher and spring 
into action.  Since I have returned from the convention, I have had new 
opportunities to get involved and share my LWML story.  I accepted the co-
presidency of my LWML society, attended my first LWML Blitz at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Lahoma, attended our Zone Fall Fest in Stillwater, and spoke at First 
Lutheran’s LWML Sunday.  I am eager to involve more ladies of all ages in the 
LWML and to find more opportunities for mission and servant events so that 
together we can serve the Lord with gladness! 
 

Submitted by Katie Schelp, Young Woman Representative 

Calling All Calling All Calling All Calling All 
Young WomenYoung WomenYoung WomenYoung Women    
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That’s the same as Yes!  Amen!  The word amen is a declaration of 
affirmation found in the Hebrew Bible and New Testament.  It has been 
generally adopted in Christian worship as a concluding word for 
prayers and hymns.  Common English translations of the word amen 
include "verily" and "truly".  It can also be used to express strong 
agreement.   
 

When we say Amen, it should only be to the glory of God.  It means 
that we believe all the things we have read are true, or are confident 
that God hears our petitions.  It is like a solemn appeal that we know 
something with absolute certainty.  Even that our prayers truly have 
been heard by God.  Of course, He may not answer them according to 
"our will," but He most certainly hears them and answers them as we 
pray that in all things, "His will."   
 

May the Lord who is gracious above all, guide us all into the truth and 
understanding of His Holy Word.  Amen!  
 

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Teen LWML Coordinator 

Engaging in decisive and intentional 
action that’s meant to bring about a 
certain outcome is in large part what the 
slogan “JUST DO IT” is all about. This 
familiar slogan, developed by the Nike 
Corporation, is used by many people to 
inspire, encourage and invoke a specific 
action. The Bible has a similar message. 
James 1:22 says “Do not merely listen to 
the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says ” (NIV). 
 

When it comes to showing God’s love to others, there are hundreds 
of ways to “just do it.”  If you know someone who needs 
encouragement, offer kind words or text a message that brings a 
smile to the face.  If you know someone who needs a helping hand, 
offer yours until the job is finished.  If you know someone who needs 
a listening ear, put your cell phone down and give them your full 
attention.  Share the Gospel of Christ through your actions.  In this 
way, you become the hands and feet and the ears and heart of 
Jesus.  
 

You can talk all day about people’s needs without making the 
smallest difference in anyone’s lives, but one purposeful action, one 
physical intervention into a person’s life, can be transforming.  Don’t 
just daydream about it.  Don’t just talk about it.  Just Do It! 
 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, the world around me is filled with hurting 
people. Help me to see their needs and respond in a way that makes 
Jesus real to them and brings glory to You. 
 

 

Teen Devotion from the LWML Friends Into Serving Him® Teen Website 

Just Do It!Just Do It!Just Do It!Just Do It!    

This summer, teens from Faith 
Lutheran Church in Owasso 
were asked by the Parish 
Nurse to help her make prayer 

shawls for church members who are in need of prayer. The lady that 
previously was making them has Lupus and was unable to continue.  
 

So the girls decided they would give it a try and went to work.  Some 
of the shawls were knitted, some were sewn and a few were 
purchased and then be-dazzled.  The teens really enjoyed this 
project!   
 

The girls prayed over the shawls, and then turned them over to be 
distributed to the church members as needed.   
 

Submitted by Kari Clark, Teen Coordinator 

Prayers Over Prayer Prayers Over Prayer Prayers Over Prayer Prayers Over Prayer 
ShawlsShawlsShawlsShawls    

Brianna  Dobbs, a teen from Faith Lutheran Church in Oklahoma City, 
attended the LWML District-wide Fall Retreat at Camp Canyon in Hinton, 
OK, October 21 – 22, 2011.  This was Brianna’s first experience with a 
District activity.  Two ladies from Briana’s church encouraged her to 
attend.  Although Brianna was a little apprehensive about “hanging out 
with a bunch of older ladies” that weekend, her belief now is, “These 
women know how to have fun!”   
 

Friday night began with crafts and a picnic supper.  Brianna particularly 
enjoyed making s’mores and singing her favorite old campfire songs 
around the campfire.  Brianna works with the Sunday-School children at 
church each week, and now plans to teach the children these old familiar 
songs.   
 

The weekend was a big surprise.  Brianna fit right in with the ladies, and 
in fact was told again and again that she brought SPUNK to the Retreat.  
Brianna had a great time, she felt completely accepted by everyone, and 
hopes to attend more District-wide events.   

Teen’s Reflection of RetreatTeen’s Reflection of RetreatTeen’s Reflection of RetreatTeen’s Reflection of Retreat    
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Grant                 Amount   Paid 
 
1. Oklahoma Ministerial Students           $14,000  $14,000 

2. Water Purification Systems—Guatemala        $  5,000  $ 5,000 

3. Joint Seminary Student Assistance         $12,000  $12.000 

4. MEND Medical Clinic—Tulsa           $  5,000  $ 5,000 

5. Concordia Seminary Food Bank—St. Louis       $10,000  $10,000 

6. Oklahoma District Missions           $  6,000  $ 6,000 

7. Oklahoma District Professional Church Workers Scholarship Fund  $12,000  $ 9,000 

8. Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc.            $  3,000  $ 3,000 

9. Body & Soul Care for Women & Children—India      $  8,000  $ 8,000 

10. M.O.S.T. Ministries Water Outreach Project       $  2,550  $ 2,550 

11. Pastors and Vicars Wives’ Retreat          $  1,400  $ 1,400 

12. Veterans of the Cross—Aid for Retired Church Workers    $  4,000  $ 4,000 

13. School Supplies and Equipment—Guinea, Africa (Partial Funding)  $  2,525  $ 2,525 

14. Chapel Roofs—Africa (Partial Funding)        $  2,525  $ 2,525 

               TOTAL  $88,000  $85,000 

LWML Celebrates 

$100 Million in 

Mites 
The Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League (LWML) has 
gathered $100 million in mites 
since the founding of the 

organization in 1942! By the 
grace of God, faithful supporters 
from across the nation have 
given their mites to achieve the 
LWML’s ongoing mission goal. 
This amazing total combines 

funds from the forty districts and 
the national level of the LWML.  

To God by the Glory! 

Lori Steele, VP of Gospel Outreach, on left, was 
recently in St. Louis and presented Barbara 
Hoffmann, LCMS World Relief, checks for two 
mission grants. For Veterans of the Cross, 
$4,000; and for Body and Soul Support for 
Women and Children in India, $8,000 . 

Thank You from the Rumsey'sThank You from the Rumsey'sThank You from the Rumsey'sThank You from the Rumsey's    
The Oklahoma District LWML has received a thank you from John 
and Karen Rumsey. Their home was destroyed by a tornado earlier 
this year. Many of you contributed to a fund to assist them during this 
time. Here is what they had to say: 
 

Dear LWML Sisters 
We thank you for your prayers and your very generous love gift. 
First may I say that you are an AWESOME bunch of ladies! The 
money shower has been of great help to us. John and I sure appreciate and are very thankful for 
each of you. May God continue to bless each of you and His ministry through LWML. Praise God! 
 

In His Great Love, John and Karen Rumsey 

The IELC (India Evangelical Lutheran Church) wishes to provide education, body and soul care, 
and spiritual guidance for the victims of Commercially and Sexually Exploited Women (CSW) and 
their children at Ghatkopar India. Funding will be used to provide facilities, medical and nutrition 
needs, and training to assist these women and children in starting new lives, providing them with the 
hope and promise of salvation through a relationship with Christ our Lord. 

9.9.9.9.        Body and Soul Care for Women Body and Soul Care for Women Body and Soul Care for Women Body and Soul Care for Women     
            and Children in Indiaand Children in Indiaand Children in Indiaand Children in India    

12. Veterans of the Cross12. Veterans of the Cross12. Veterans of the Cross12. Veterans of the Cross    
Some retired called workers are experiencing severe economic hardship because their 
congregations didn’t participate in a retirement program or they served before the current Concordia 
Plan was enacted in 1965. These faithful shepherds need mercy care through financial aid. 
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Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but 
some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age"  (Matthew 28:16-20). 
 

It’s been over three years since the latest migration came to Guymon. This 
time, instead of coming by way of Germany or Russia, they came through 
the refugee camps of Thailand. Instead of coming through the Black 
Forest, they came through the bamboo forest. This time, instead of a 
German migration, it is a migration of the Karen from Burma. The Karen 
came for freedom, just like most of our forefathers who came from Europe. 
But instead of political freedom, we want to speak of the joy that we have 
through spiritual freedom, the freedom that we have been given as a free 
gift by God Himself through the waters of baptism. 
 

The first Karen family came to Guymon in June, 2008, and there are now 
close to one hundred Karen in Guymon. On any given Sunday forty to sixty 
Karen worship with other members at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
LCMS, Guymon, Oklahoma, and at least half of them are children. About 
forty Karen children are enrolled in midweek Bible classes at Trinity on 
Wednesday afternoons. 
 

Because most of the adult Karen speak little English and the children's 
English is limited, Rev. Ted Na Thalang of the Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation came to Trinity in October, 2009, to speak to the Karen about the LCMS understanding of baptism and communion. Rev. Na Thalang 
spoke Thai, which was then translated to Karen by a high school student. The next month, on November 29, 2009, five Karen were baptized, and 
by the winter of 2010 the Lutheran Heritage Foundation had translated Luther's Small Catechism into S'gaw Karen. 
 

This year on Pentecost Sunday, two Karen girls were confirmed with Pastor Wescoatt's 
regular confirmation class. The Karen children are enthusiastically embracing the life of 
the church. The choir loft at Trinity in Guymon now overflows when the children sing, 
the church chancel can barely hold the children for the annual Christmas program, and 
the Karen swelled the VBS enrollment to over 100 this summer. 
In June of this year, Pastor Wescoatt held another informational meeting for the Karen 
about the importance of infant baptism. And on July 10, 2011, a big day in the life of 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guymon, thirty-five infants, children, and teens 
were baptized by Pastor Mark Wescoatt, and thirty-four teens and adults joined the 
church through confirmation/affirmation of faith. 
 

The LWML and members of Trinity have embraced the Karen by providing clothing, 
quilts, Christmas gifts, church preschool tuition, tutoring, and transportation for medical 
appointments. The church has also been an advocate for the Karen in the community. 
God sent Trinity a mission, and Trinity has been blessed. 
 

Submitted by Dee Dee Westcoatt, wife of Rev. Mark Westcoatt 

The Great CommissionThe Great CommissionThe Great CommissionThe Great Commission    

Generous and Caring Hearts of the Oklahoma LWML Generous and Caring Hearts of the Oklahoma LWML Generous and Caring Hearts of the Oklahoma LWML Generous and Caring Hearts of the Oklahoma LWML     
The societies across the Oklahoma District have shown their 
generous and caring hearts with quilts, kits, soap and money 
donations for Lutheran World Relief. The tally so far is: 1,017 
quilts, 21 blankets, 573 health kits, 1,367 school kits, 186 sewing 
kits, 262 layette kits, 387 pounds of soap, and $200 in cash. 
 

An Orphan Grain Train truck passes through Guymon twice a 
year so some Panhandle Zone societies sent items to them to 
save the cost of going to Hayes, KS for LWR. They sent the 
following: 475 quilts, 50 baby quilts and boxes of clothing, 
toiletries, bedding, Bibles and Sunday School materials, school 
supplies, household goods, infant supplies, 40 pillowcase 
dresses and medical supplies (including canes, walkers and 
crutches). 

Pictured loading a trailer 
with Lutheran World Relief 
items to be taken to Wichita: 
Back row: Dale 
Albersmeyer, of Grace, 
Tulsa who donated the use 
of the trailer. Front row, left 
to right; Pat Morris, Brad 
Young, Carol Fruehling, 
Patti Ross and Barb 
Sprunger of Christ the 
Redeemer, Tulsa. 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

“Hooked by “Hooked by “Hooked by “Hooked by 
Jesus”Jesus”Jesus”Jesus”    

Fall Retreat Fall Retreat Fall Retreat Fall Retreat     


