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“Serve the Lord with Gladness” 
Ps.100:2 
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At the Oklahoma District LWML Convention held in 
Claremore in the Spring of 2008 the delegates voted to 
send $7500 to Concordia Welfare and Education 
Foundation (CWEF)  in Kunming, Yunnan, China to fund 
a village water well project. In the spring of 2009 clean 
running water became a reality for 206  households 
including 998 people in the village of Saihan. They are 
now able to use water for cooking, drinking, bathing, 
feeding their animals, washing their hands, brushing their 
teeth and many other things that were difficult to do with 
limited access to water. 

 

Before the project, the women of the village carried baskets with bottles that they 
filled with water from the nearest source (5km from the village) and walked with 
those baskets back to their homes. Depending on the size of their family they may 
have needed to make several trips a day. Before plastic bottles were available the 
villagers used dried gourds to hold the water. Even today, some of the older 
villagers still prefer to use the gourds for water containment.  
 

Saihan is a village of Bulang people more than 80km from 
the county seat (Shuangjiang County in Lincang 
Prefecture).To travel to the village a person would drive on 

75km of cobblestone road followed by 13km of dirt road. It took the villagers 5 
years to complete the dirt road to and through their village. The village is at an 
elevation of 4748 feet. The cobblestone road going to the village climbs over 7000 
feet. Although it is relatively far south, because of its elevation it can still get cold 
overnight. The village is a few kilometers up the mountain from the XiaoHei (Little 
Black) River. This is one of the rivers that flows into the Mekong River.  
 

All of the villagers in Saihan are part of the Bulang ethnic minority group.  The village is split into three 
parts. The central part is where most of the villagers live. Because it is so crowded they are expanding 
houses to a location higher on the mountain and another location along the side of the mountain. The 
water project pipes water to all three portions of the village.  
 

The water source for the Saihan water project is 5km from the village. It is at a higher elevation than the 
village, so the water flows easily to the village and down to each portion of the village. One cistern was 
built at the source. The water is piped from that cistern to a large cistern at 
the top of the upper portion of the village. The central portion of the village 
has a smaller cistern. From there, the water pipes out to each of the homes 
in that area of the village. The water source will provide water both during the 
wet season as well as during the dry season. The gift from the Oklahoma 
District LWML, along with an additional gift from Valparaiso University, 

provided a drinking water system to Saihan 
village that includes water cisterns, filters 
and piping to people's homes.   
 

Thanks to the Oklahoma LWML for making this project possible! It is a 
large village with a lot of people and one of CWEF’s biggest projects 
due to the nature of the village layout on the mountainside. The 
villagers are SO overjoyed to have easily-accessible CLEAN water. 
 

Submitted by Dianna Just 

Oklahoma LWML Mission Grant Funds Oklahoma LWML Mission Grant Funds Oklahoma LWML Mission Grant Funds Oklahoma LWML Mission Grant Funds 
Village Water Well ProjectVillage Water Well ProjectVillage Water Well ProjectVillage Water Well Project    



Presidential PassagePresidential PassagePresidential PassagePresidential Passage    

Page 2 The Voice of Service 

The Lutheran’s have landed!    After attending four of our eight Zone Fall Fests and conducting numerous 
LWML Blitz’s across our district, it is evident the Lutherans have landed in Oklahoma!  The Fall Fests were 
well done with warm welcomes to the attendees, excellent Bible studies, astounding missionary speakers, 
pounds and pounds of LWR donations, tasty luncheons and wonderful fellowship!  The sometimes missing 
link, was the lack of Lutheran presence in the towns and communities where our churches are located. 
 

With that in mind, let’s join together asking ourselves: “ Are we doing something in our own church neighborhoods and 
communities to spread the Gospel?”  Are we doing things outside the walls of our churches and beyond our church lawns to 
share the Gospel?  Are we extending hospitality to our church neighbors?   So many of you are doing community outreach 
already, much of which was shared with me in visiting with you.  In those areas, many know the Lutherans have landed!  Let’s 
keep it going and become better at being just like Lydia in the Bible, our example of warm hospitality!   
 

The women of the LWML have always stepped out to assist and help others!  The women of the LWML are known for 
generous service and loving hearts!  The women of the LWML do … Serve the Lord with Gladness!  Psalm 100:2  
This being LWML women at best, we seek yet another challenge … to step out to do something in church 
neighborhoods, communities and towns,  to give presence to our Lutheran heritage by being visible.  Why not 
distribute flyers, inviting the church neighborhood or your community to an event, thereby giving an opportunity to 
proclaim Christ to those around you?  Let everyone know that the Lutherans are present and want to love, help and 
be hospitable!  Let them know that LCMS Lutherans have landed, are grounded in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and the women of the LWML are there to help, love and serve!! 
 

Blessings, President Bev England 

DDDDevoted, RRRRedeemed, EEEExclaiming 
His Love, AAAActive in prayer and 
service with MiMiMiMission hearts 

alive! 
TTTTogether EEEEveryone 
AAAAccomplishes MMMMore 

Bev England 

What is the favorite part of your Christian faith walk?  Is it your time in worship?  Is it your 
time in service to our Lord and others?  Is it your time in study of the Word?  Is it your 
time of resting in the Lord? Is it your time in prayer?  Isn’t it all precious? 
 

This year you may have noticed that the Christian Life Committee has 
been emphasizing prayer life.  It is one of our favorite parts of our walk 
with the Lord!  Our hope is that the suggestions, activities and Bible 
studies that have emphasized prayer have given you a nudge into 
concentrating on this important part of your Christian walk. 
 

Now we begin our preparation for the joyous celebration of the birth of 
THE Christ Child. And do we each need to stay in prayer during this 
wonderful time of the year!  We pray that prayer is an integral part of your preparation. 
 
 Thank the Lord for His precious gift – the babe that is our Salvation! 

Thank the Lord that we are able to sing and praise, rejoice and celebrate at this 
time of year. 

Pray for your sisters in Christ that they may have a blessed time during the 
upcoming season. 

Pray that all of our activities draw each person closer to the Lord. 
Pray for the hearts of those that do NOT know our Lord – that the Holy Spirit would 

work mightily in their lives to prepare them for the coming of the one, true 
Savior. 

 

Isaiah 40:3  (NIV) 

A voice of one calling:  

       "In the desert prepare  

       the way for the LORD ;  

       make straight in the wilderness  

       a highway for our God.” 
 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas!  You are in our prayers! 
 

Submitted by Debbie Tabisz, VP of Christian Life 

Food for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the Soul            

The Leader Development team has been Blitzing 
around the state!  MMV Consultants: Bev England, 
President;  Marguerite Christman; and Betty Reichert 
have been joined by OK LWML leaders Susan 
Brunkow, Leola Thiemann, Carol Fruehling, Lori 
Steele and Debbie Hooper for these presentations the 
past three months. 
 

They have appeared at churches in Newkirk and 
Blackwell, Stillwater, Cushing, Ada, and Lawton. They 
have one more before the end of the year in Mustang. 
 

Sharing the mission of LWML and encouraging 
women to get involved is the purpose of these Blitzes.  
 

All the team members have enjoyed visiting across the 
state and want to thank the congregations for 
welcoming them and in many cases feeding them! We 
are blessed with wonderful Lutheran cooks! 
 

If you would like to have them come to your 
congregation, please contact Bev England. Requests 
are already coming in for 2010. 
 

Submitted by Susan Brunkow, Leader Development Coordinator 

Blitz Team BusyBlitz Team BusyBlitz Team BusyBlitz Team Busy    

 

Want to know the 
latest in LWML? 

Stay informed with 
the latest at 

www.lwml.org 
www.oklwml.org 
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“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven …” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).   
 

By now those words of King Solomon should be very familiar to us in the LWML since we have been using them as an ongoing theme for 
sometime now.  Strangely, those familiar words do not cause our mouths to drop open in surprise.  Instead, we simply nod our head in agreement 
as we acknowledge the truth of those words.  You see, we already know that certain things happen at certain times.  Harvest comes when the crop 
and field are ready.  Child birth normally takes place when the baby is nine months ready.  There is a proper time for everything.   
 

However, there is an “activity under heaven” that has no time restraints.  It is not only an activity “under heaven” but also an activity focused on 
heaven.  It is MISSIONS.   God’s Word describes the mission field as a sea filled with fish.  He commissions all LWML members to be fisher-
women!   If you ask an avid fisherman if fishing is limited to a season or a time, I am sure that the answer would be “No”.  As we apply that truth to 
missions it is evident that mission work is not limited to a time or season.  Unfortunately, there are some congregations that limit mission activity to 
appointed Sundays, rarely talking about it or focusing on it during the rest of the year.   
 

The LWML is not like that!  The name alone establishes that truth:  Lutheran Women’s MISSIONARY League.  The mission of Christ is the 
primary purpose of the LWML.  The mission of Christ is the very life-blood of the League.  The many Mission Grants funded through the Mite Box 
ministry gives resounding proof of this.  The LMWL knows that times and seasons do not limit the outreach of the Gospel.  Souls are dying apart 
from Christ all year-round.  Thus, the time and season for missions is NOW!  This is in keeping with the emphasis of the Apostle Paul when he 
recalled the words of Isaiah 49:2:  “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).  In the verse 
before this, Paul urged “God’s fellow workers” not to receive God’s grace in vain.  How do you receive God’s grace in vain?   By sitting on it!  By not 
sharing it!  By not working to spread the Good News of Christ’s salvation!  He had just called the Corinthians “Christ’s ambassadors” and in Christ 
they had become the very “righteousness of God.”  It seems that each time Paul talked about people being saved by grace through faith in Christ, 
he reminded them that they had been saved for God’s purpose:  the purpose of spreading Christ’s salvation news… that’s missions!    
 

In this Thanksgiving month, remember that God has blessed you richly with the abundance of His spiritual and material gifts.  He has saved you 
and gifted you for His purpose, the purpose of carrying out His mission!  May the Holy Spirit work within you and through you so that you might 
consider the time and season for your Christ-centered mission activity… and the time is NOW!      
 

With Joy in Jesus, 
 

Reverend Barrie E. Henke,  
LWML Senior Counselor of the Oklahoma District 

Pastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral Insights    

“Shared Memories” is a project creating a booklet that will be 
available at the 2012 Oklahoma District Convention, one year prior 
to our 85th anniversary.  
 

I encourage you to write a short LWML memory of 50-100 words of 
why you joined LWML,  perhaps a funny story,  a meaningful 
experience or what LWML means to you. Anyone in the district that 
has such a memory may submit it as soon as possible so I can 
begin formatting the booklet. 
 

So, take up your pens and jot a line about the wonderful, funny, 
inspirational times you’ve had with LWML. I know it will be a 
treasure to read!  
 

Send to Marilyn Alsip 
OK District Archivist-Historian 
509 N. Poplar Lane 
Midwest City, OK   73130-2923  
E-mail: granny509@cox.net  

Memories WantedMemories WantedMemories WantedMemories Wanted    Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund     
 

During the quarter ending September 30, 2009 Interest added to the Special 
Gifts Fund Steward Account, Lutheran Church Extension Fund  was 
$175.15. A withdrawal  in the amount of $1,467.82 was made for curtain 
materials and fixtures at Camp Lutherhaven.  The account balance is 
$31,585.38. 
 

HELP!  Please, please.  When giving a gift to the Fund that is in memoriam 
for a loved one please remember three items are needed:  1). The name for 
whom the gift is given, 2) The name and address of the donor, and (3) The 
name and address of a family member to whom an acknowledgement of 
your gift may be sent.  Not only does the Special Gifts Funds wish to say 
thank you, but also the family of the loved one would like to be notified so 
they can send their thanks to the donor. 
 

A gift to the Fund, for any reason, is welcome at any time. It is a 501 C3 (tax 
deductible) Fund. It provides a means for us to demonstrate and express our 
deep gratitude for God’s many gifts and blessings to us.  It is a lasting 
“FOOTPRINT” to one’s faith.  Your charitable gift may just be a part of your 
end-of-year giving. 
 

Thanksgiving Blessings 
 

Gifts may be sent to Lanece Young, OK LWML District Financial Secretary, 
P O Box 1685, Owasso, OK 74055. 
 

Questions may be directed to Marilyn Laramy, 31 Stoneridge Rd.,  
Ponca City, OK 74604.  E-mail richardlaramy @ hotmail.com. 
 

Submitted by Marilyn Laramy, Special Gifts Chairman 

With voices united our praises we offer 
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With You, Lord beside us, Your strong arm will guide us. 
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! LSB #785 
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Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your         
Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!        

    

 District  Convention  
April 16-17, 2010 
Express Event Center 

Oklahoma City 

The Enid Fall Fest was held at Immanuel Lutheran Church of Breckinridge on Octo-
ber 10. There were 20 members, 21 delegates, four pastors, and 10 guests for a total 
of 55. The offering collected for District Mites was $265. Lutheran World Relief items 
were dropped off at Ponca City or delivered to Wichita. 
 

During the Fall Fest, two requests were asked of the societies. First was the names 
of students attending Northwestern Oklahoma State University in Alva. The Alva 
society is making “goody bags” for the college students. The second is a list of mem-
bers from each society. This will enable the members to contact each other more 
easily and will provide names and numbers for the nomination committee. 
Zone Officers elected and installed were: Wilma Grimes, VP of Christian Life, Carol 
Betchan, VP of Gospel Outreach and Thelma Travis, Secretary. 
 

Submitted by Beth Schoeling, Zone President 

Enid Zone Enid Zone Enid Zone Enid Zone     

The Lawton Zone held its Fall Fest on Sept. 19 at St. Peter’s in Apache. Their small group 
did a great job hosting the women of the zone along with four pastors and a vicar, with 
decorations reminiscent of the Portland Convention, and providing a delicious lunch with 
help from St. John’s, Lawton. Our main speaker, Yvonne Moore, was unable to attend as 
she was ill with the flu. Our biggest accomplishment was passing new revisions to the Zone 
Bylaws bringing them in line with district and national Bylaws.  A big thank you to the zone 
board and society presidents for working through these changes.  We were pleased to 
collect 359 items for LWR including 11 pounds of soap.  Darcy Cline and Carolyn Love 
worked with two other zones in transporting these items to the collection point in Wichita. 
 

We were pleased to have the District Fall Retreat inside our Zone at the Oakridge Christian 
Center in Anadarko.  Fifteen women from five of the zone’s churches were in attendance, 
including the women from St. Peter’s who helped the program planners. 
 

Submitted by Kathie Gerdes, Lawton Zone President 

Lawton ZoneLawton ZoneLawton ZoneLawton Zone    

OKC Zone OKC Zone OKC Zone OKC Zone     
We were blessed with a 
wonderful Fall Fest on 
September 19 at Faith, 
OKC. We gathered 1307 
lbs. of quilts and kits for 
Lutheran World Relief. 
Our registration included 
67 ladies, two pastors, 
one guest speaker, and 
seven youth helpers for a 
total of 77 attendees.  
 

Dianna Just, traveling to 
China this summer, was 
the speaker for the event. She shared her experiences as 
she worked with the Concordia Welfare and Education 
Foundation teaching English to teachers in China. 
 

Our opening offering was $467.84 for Mites, and later we 
sold $345 in the LWML Store. We were blessed to send 
$620 to the Oklahoma District as everything was donated. 
Our only expense was $50 to print the booklets. 
 

Submitted by Shari Stepanak, Zone President 

Dianna Just, speaker with some 

items she brought back from 

China. 

Twenty-two Panhandle Zone LWML members braved threatening weather to attend 
the Fall Fest hosted by Mary Martha Leaguers at Trinity Lutheran Church, Guymon.  
District President Bev England was welcomed after a long, foggy trip from Tulsa, and 
her presentation was moved to an early part of the day so she could begin the trip 
home before weather became worse. 
 

Presenters were Joyce Watson, Panhandle Zone delegate to Portland, and Joanna 
Wescoatt, one of the District YWRs.  Both told about their faith-building experiences 
in Portland and encouraged others to become more active in LWML activities. 
 

Bible study leaders were Debbie Bohlmann, Melody Hofferber, and Eileen Honeman, 
members of Lamplighters at Hooker, OK.  Pastor Mark Wescoatt led the opening and 
closing services, which included dedication of the gifts to Lutheran World Relief.  
During the luncheon, prayer partners got acquainted and shared prayer needs.   
 

Both registration money and offering were sent to the District, a total of  $260.  
Numerous shoppers browsed and made purchases at the LWML Store, which 
remained open during Trinity's LWML Sunday, the next day. 
 

Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer 

Panhandle ZonePanhandle ZonePanhandle ZonePanhandle Zone    

Oklahoma District Communication Committee is 
wanting pictures of churches in the district and a 
point of interest in your area.  
Send your photos to Audrey House, VP 
Communication, volunteer@audreyhouse..org as 
soon as possible.  
These will be used in an opening video 
presentation at the 2010 Convention. 



Page 5 Volume 43 Issue 1 

Miami Zone Miami Zone Miami Zone Miami Zone     

Emmanuel, Kingfisher hosted the 
Kingfisher Zone Fall Fest September 
26, 2009.  Forty-six ladies, pastors and 
guests were in attendance.  The 
activities were begun by the President 
of the Emmanuel LWML Lois Maxwell 
and Sharon Bomhoff, President of the 
Kingfisher Zone.  Opening litany was 
given by the Rev. David Krepel, 
Emmanuel, Kingfisher. The guest 

speaker for the Fall Rally was Dr. Linda Clawson from St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Fairland and the first LCMS Lutheran Lay 
Minister/Deaconess in the Oklahoma District.  The Bible study was 
led by Marguerite Christman.  Serving as District representative was 
Linda Lee Kremeier, the District VP of Human Care.  After lunch 
Yvonne Moore, District Young Woman Representative from Lawton 
spoke of her experiences at the Portland Convention. Then the 
Kingfisher Zone business meeting followed. The closing devotion 
was a reminder of this beautiful day spent in honor of our LORD, 
Jesus Christ. 

 

Submitted by Dr. Linda Clawson 

Pictured are (left to right) 

Marguerite Christman, Bible 

study leader; Dr. Linda 

Clawson, Speaker; Lois 

Maxwell, Society President; 

and Sharon Bomhoff, Zone 

President. 

Kingfisher Kingfisher Kingfisher Kingfisher 
Zone Zone Zone Zone     Miami Zone Fall Fest was held at St. Paul, 

Fairland, September 12 with 42 members, three 
pastors, and President Bev England in 
attendance. Pastor Moeller, Bethlehem, Adair 
led the Bible study and a great lunch was 
served.  
 

Lillian Wojahn was honored at the Miami Zone 
Fall Fest for her years of service in the OK 
District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. 
Lillian’s mother, Elsie Henrichs was an active 
member in Okarche in the LWL, Lutheran 

Women’s League, before LWML was formed. 
Lillian remembers going to meetings with her 
mother and then joined in 1932 at the age of 
18. Grace Peterson, Miami Zone President 
states “She was the first person to invite me 
to an LWML meeting and has been an 
inspiration to me for many years”. 
 

Speaker for the event was Dianna Just giving 
a presentation on her trip to China this 
summer with Concordia Welfare and 
Education Foundation. 
 

Lutheran World Relief items were dedicated by Pastor Leo Schroeder in 
the closing service. Offering was given to the Oklahoma District Mites. 
 

Submitted by Betty Reichert, Editor  

President, Bev England, 

Lillian Wojahn, and Grace 

Peterson, Miami Zone 

President. 

Enjoying a delicious lunch. 

The Fall Fest of the Ponca City Zone was held September 19 at Trinity, 
Blackwell. Total attendance was 37. An offering of $189.95 was received 
toward the Oklahoma District Mite Goal.  
 

Collection for LWR was 1,614 pounds which included; 263 quilts, 19 
blankets, 178 school kits, 31 health kits, 20 sewing kits, 50 layettes and 
34 pounds of soap.  
 

Our mission speakers were Rev. Carlton and Arlene Riemer who returned 
in May from a mission trip to India. Rev. Riemer also led the Bible study. 
The opening and closing devotions were led by Rev. James Dehne. Bev 
England, President was the District representative. 
 

Proposed Zone Bylaw revisions were approved by the delegates. 
 

Submitted by Leola Thiemann, Zone President 

Ponca City ZonePonca City ZonePonca City ZonePonca City Zone    B r a t s ,  b r a t w u r s t , 
sausage … no matter 
how you say it, the 
image conjures up 
visions of hearty fare 
perfect for chilly days in 
October and the annual 
Bratwurst dinner. 
 

Because the dinner was 
so popular in 2008, 
members of the Good 
Shepherd Lutheran 
Church’s Women’s Guild 
decided to again host the 

German feast. 
 

With the exception of the true German bratwurst, all the entrees are 
family recipes that have been used during the many years the 
church has held the dinner. 
 

Serving at lunch and dinner, this year’s goal of 500 was almost met. 
The bratwurst feast is one of the Women’s Guild’s mission projects 
that benefit various projects of the society and local charities. 
 

The atmosphere of the fellowship hall was bustling with people 
running into old friends and almost constant laughter, most of which 
was coming from the church members and volunteers themselves. 
 

Unfortunately, this year’s Brat Fest is over, but the next is less than 
12 months away. 
 

Excerpts taken from The Duncan Banner published October 18 and 22, 2009 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Women’s 

Guild members and helpers, Alex Bialzik, 

Rachel Bialzik, Lisa Bialzik, Robbie Brack, 

Julie McKinney, Lois Creel, Jeanna Payne, 

Cindy Beyer, Shirley Yakish and Beverly 

Grigsby.  

Brat Fest in DuncanBrat Fest in DuncanBrat Fest in DuncanBrat Fest in Duncan    

Tulsa ZoneTulsa ZoneTulsa ZoneTulsa Zone    

Trinity, Broken Arrow was the site of the Tulsa Zone Fall Fest on 
September 26. Attendance was 54 with 48 members and 6 pastors.  
 

Susan Fluegge, wife of Rev. Glenn Fluegge, an LCMS missionary in 
Africa, treated the attendees to an interesting slide show about their work. 
A special offering was taken for the Fluegge’s ministry of $383.50.  
 

Oklahoma District Mite offering was $215 LWML Store receipts were 
$454 and an additional $230 was sent to District after expenses. 
 

Submitted by Carol Fruehling, Zone President 



Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008----2010 2010 2010 2010     

Page 6 The Voice of Service 

Grant                  Amount  Paid 

1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students         $12,000  $ 12,000 

2. Disaster Relief—Greensburg, Kansas         $  5,000  $  5,000 

3. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Student Aid Fund   $12,000  $  6,000 

4. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships—Tahlequah, OK     $  5,000  $  5,000 

5. Lutheran Braille Workers #73—Our Savior, Tulsa, OK    $  3,000  $  3,000 

6. Outreach and Support—Cristo Rey Ministry, Oklahoma City, OK  $  3,000  $  3,000 

7. Concordia Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN   $10,000  $  5,000 

8. International Student Ministry—OSU         $  1,500  $  1,500 

9. Science Lab for Redeemer High School—Oklahoma City, OK   $  4,895  $  4,895 

10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool, Tuition Assistance—First, Tahlequah, OK $  3,050  $  3,050 

11. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center—Tulsa, OK $  5,000  $  5,000 

12. Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ—Oklahoma District     $  2,000  $  2,000 

13. The Rock After School Program—Zion Lutheran, Lahoma, OK  $  1,800  $  1,800 

14. Preparing Pastors Worldwide           $  6,000  $  6,000 

15. The Servant’s Heart, Tuition Assistance—Guatemala (Partial)  $  5,755  $  5,755 

                TOTAL  $80,000  $69,000 

Special Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 Disbursement    

The Oklahoma District received a check on a Mite Box Sunday for $100,000. The following is how that 
money has been disbursed to date. The delegates at convention voted to disburse $44,000 to selected 
mission grants. This gift and mission grant disbursement is over and above the mission grants for the 
2008-2010 Mission Grant Goal of $80,000. As you can see this special gift has been a blessing to 
many. These grants will be paid when the grant recipient requests the funds. We pray that this special 
gift reaches many who are hurting and brings them to know their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

                        Paid 

1. Twenty-five percent toward LWML Mission Grant Goal, Biennium 2007-2009    $  25,000   $25,000 

2. LWML exclusively for missions             $  25,000   $25,000 

3. Rev. Nourreddine Bennai, Muslim Student Outreach Program—Edmond, OK    $    3,000   $  3,000 

4. Nadia Abuamsha’s, City of Hope Muslin Women’s Outreach Program, Cleveland, OH  $    3,000   $  3,000 

5. Themba Trust Scholarships for Girls—Dirkiesdorp, South Africa      $    4,946   $  4,946 

6. Jesus’ Lambs’, Playground Structure—First Lutheran, Tahlequah, OK     $    4,900   $  4,900 

7. Production of Braille Magazine, Lawrence, KS          $    4,000 

8. Community Clean Water Project—Yunnan, China—CWEF       $    7,500   $  7,500 

9. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame—Oklahoma District          $  10,000   $ 10,000 

10. Diaconia Centers—Latvia              $    5,000   $  5,000 

11. Gambia Church Planting—Africa (Partial)           $    3,827   $  3,827 

12. Serving Justice—“God’s Word for Peace Officers”—Oklahoma District ( Partial)   $    3,827   $  1,963.50 

                   TOTAL $100,000   $94,136.50 

 Nancy West, VP of Gospel Outreach 

 We give thanks 
and praise to God 
our Father who 

has comforted His 
children through 
the generous 

gifts of quilts 
and much more, 

and, most of all, 
the gift of God 
through Jesus 
Christ our Lord 
that we are saved 
by His grace. 

Amen 
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Mission Opportunity!Mission Opportunity!Mission Opportunity!Mission Opportunity!    A Time To ...A Time To ...A Time To ...A Time To ...    

The VOS Going The VOS Going The VOS Going 

Entirely Electronic Entirely Electronic Entirely Electronic 

Starting Starting Starting    

January 1, 2010 January 1, 2010 January 1, 2010    

You won’t want to miss news from the District, so make 

sure your society has someone designated to print and 

distribute the VOS to all members. 

Exciting News … The Oklahoma District Mission Team is 
planning a trip to Latvia with a side trip to St. Petersburg, 
Russia from July 2-13, 2010.   All women in good health, 
regardless of age, are invited to prayerfully consider going 
on this mission trip.  The all-inclusive cost of the mission 
trip will be between $2600 and $2800.   This amount does 
not include the side trip to St. Petersburg.  As we see how 
many are interested in going on to St. Petersburg, we will 
determine what the exact cost of that trip will be later.     
 

With a population of 2.3 million people, Latvia is a ripe 
mission field. The OK District can be a part of the outreach 
by teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) at a 
children’s camp in Sloka, Latvia.  
 

You don’t have to be a teacher to teach ESL. The trip 
sponsor, Mission Opportunities Short Term (M.O.S.T.) 
Ministries a RSO of the LCMS, will send us materials to 
teach us.   We will have a training session in early Sum-
mer, 2010 in Edmond.  Our mission will be to talk and play 
with children of all ages in music, song, drama, art, crafts, 
physical activities and games.   
 

The camp compound is safe. The bathrooms are indoors, 
our food will be prepared for us and we will sleep on cots.  
M.O.S.T. Ministries sends a well-travelled facilitator who 
stays with us. 
 

If you are called to GO, send a $100 non-refundable de-
posit check to Nancy West at 3113 N. Westminster Rd, 
Arcadia, OK 73007 and mark the memo line LATVIA MIS-
SION. The check should be made out to M.O.S.T. Minis-
tries. Contact me at (405) 396-2000 if you have questions.  
I already have four checks and the minimum number is 10 
to make the trip our own.  We can take up to 19.  Men are 
most welcome.  The Latvian children don’t see many men 
in the church. 
 

Pray about this wonderful witness opportunity.  I can prom-
ise you, if you go, you will see the world with different eyes!  
Your life will be changed!  You will have the JOY of making 
an eternal difference in the life of a child. 
  

Submitted by Nancy West, VP of Gospel Outreach 

At the Oklahoma District 
LWML Fall Retreat held in 
Anadarko we shared the 
Oakridge Christian Retreat 
Center with a group of 16 
soldiers from Fort Sill who 
were there with their 
Chaplain. We crossed paths 
often in the halls and in the 

dining room.  As they arrived for their final lunch, Bev England, District President, 
called them up on the stage, thanked them for their service to our country and led us 
in a song tribute of the “Doxology” and “God Bless America”. Each soldier was then 
presented with an LWML military card and devotional booklet for servicemen and 
their families. Everyone attending the retreat signed at least one of the cards, so 
there were 4-8 notes of encouragement and thanks in each card.  As we distributed 
the cards we received many hugs of thanks for thinking of them.  I’m sure we were 
as blessed by the experience as any of 
them.  If any of your churches have 
members in the armed forces, please 
remember them and their families during 
the upcoming holiday season. 
 

Submitted by Carol Fruehling, Tulsa Zone President 

Soldiers Honored at Retreat 

Oklahoma LWML 2009 Fall Retreat convened on 
the 23 and 24 of October at the Oakridge Chris-
tian Camp and Retreat Center west of Anadarko, 
OK. As the ladies and our Pastoral Counselors, 
Rev. Henke and Rev. Schroeder arrived, a sense 
of anticipation, joy, and thankfulness swelled as 
the following events happened: 
� Settling in our camp rooms with friends and 
new acquaintances. 

� Gathering for supper around the campfire in the cool, crisp evening sporting our 
finely roasted hot dogs and marshmallows for s’mores. The rest of the crew 
opted for precooked hamburgers. 

� Songs around the campfire filled the air at this special TIME. 
� Pondering the Bible Study “A Time For …” 
� Before bedtime, some sang hymns, visited, studies, played pool, ping pong, or 

cards. 
� TIME to break out of those chairs and go for a walk, or play the human foosball 

game which is another name for soccer in a box with rows of pipes covered by 
PVC pipes with a bungee cord around our waist to keep us in place! Others 
headed for the Go Karts or dune buggies and tore around the track unable to 
catch Pastor Schroeder or pass some. Someone tried to take his picture, and it 
was a blur. 

� An Alice in Wonderland skit was performed by the “Prime Time Players”. Each 
scene was anticipated and rumbles of chuckle could be heard as TIME was 
discussed by the rabbit, Alice, and the caterpillar. 

� Soldiers were noticed having their own retreat—A TIME to honor ... 
All of the above was in the boundaries of TIME set by God, His gift to us and in His 
Hands. His Son who was sent at the right time to be our Savior from sin. Finally, it 
was TIME to depart and head for home, this time pondering what had been shared 
and making all the right turns. Thanks to all the people who made this outing so 
enjoyable. 
 

Submitted by Anita Miller, OK LWML Western Reporter 

Betty Anderson remarked, “If you 

are going to do this, be sure and take 

out your false teeth first!” 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 




