
The Voice of Service 

Inside this issue: 
Presidential Passage 2 

2009 Convention 3 

Pastoral Insights 3 

Zone Zips 4 

Mark Your Calendar 4 

Outreach with Zumba 5 

Mission Grant Update 6 

Guatemala Mission 7 

Special points of 

interest: 

• Diversity 

• Archivist-Historians 

• Assembly of Leaders 

“Serve the Lord with Gladness” 
Ps.100:2 
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Mission Hearts in ActionMission Hearts in ActionMission Hearts in ActionMission Hearts in Action    

Monday, October 6, 2008, was ingathering day at Grace for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) donations.  
Fifteen churches brought boxes which were loaded into a trailer that Jim Wright and Al Kasiske hauled 
to Wichita, KS the following day.  The grand total included: 

♦ 192 quilts at 544 lbs. 
♦ 158 health kits at 161 lbs. 
♦ 852 school kits at 2286 lbs. 
♦ 86 sewing kits at 95 lbs. 
♦ 110 layettes at 387 lbs. 
♦ 245 lbs. of soap 
 

Thanks to the following churches for their 
generous contributions:  First, Muskogee; 
Bethlehem, Adair; Trinity, Sallisaw; First, 
Tahlequah; St. Paul, Fairland; Mt. Olive, 
Miami; Redeemer, Bartlesville; Trinity, Broken 
Arrow; Our Savior, Tulsa; Grace, Tulsa; 
Fellowship (ELCA), Tulsa; Redeemer, 
Claremore; Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa; 
Immanuel, Broken Arrow; and Messiah, Vinita.  
We also wish to thank Penny Becker, Tulsa 
Zone Human Care VP, for coordinating this 
event.  A very special thanks to Barbara 
Sabourin who sorted all the items for our 
health kits and to Thrivent for their financial 
support to help defray the cost of gasoline and 
trailer rental. 
   Submitted by Alexis Wasson, East  Reporter 

Tulsa and Miami Zones Join to Truck LWR Items 

Quilt Makers Abound in the Panhandle 

LWML members help load the truck in the rain with 

LWR items. Standing in back, Barb Sprunger,  from 

left to right: Connie Phillips, Mary Ames, Annette 

Kissman, Carol Fruehling, and Teresa 

Nightingale.  Jim Wright and Al Kasiske are inside 

the truck packing and organizing the boxes. 

Quilts! Quilts! And more Quilts! The LWML 
women of the Panhandle Zone work diligently 
throughout the year to make these wonderful, 
creative items for use in spreading the Gospel 
message. This year alone they have made 658 
quilts to give to those who need a warm reminder 

of Christ's love for them.  
 

The Guymon Piecemakers have been blessed greatly this year 
with an abundant amount of donated materials and women on a 
mission to make 450 quilts. Many of these quilts were sent to 
Lutheran World Relief (366 quilts).  
 

But mission work begins at home and these “mission hearts and 
hands” have donated quilts throughout the year to Camp 
Lutherhaven, families with home fire losses, and 58 quilts as an 
outreach to provide bedding for Burmese refugees recently 
moving to the Guymon area.  
       Submitted by June Wadley, Corresponding Secretary 

Guymon's Trinity Lutheran Pas-

tor Mark Wescoatt gets assistance 

from 18 year old Hsar Tu Gaw, in 

delivering quilts to Burmese 

homes.  

Kansas Mission 8 
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Autumn has arrived in all its splendor!  God’s handiwork is everywhere you look!  The trees are magnificent 
and the countryside is a bold and beautiful landscape.  A feast for the eyes!  The smell of autumn too is 
evident, with the air sharp and tangy and the fragrances of the leftover summer flowers with bees sipping the 
last of the nectar from them.   
 

This lovely scene was an added blessing as I drove across Oklahoma visiting LWML Fall Fests far and near!  
Each Fall Fest had bountiful blessings for all who attended.  Each one special, individual, different, but all filled with prayer, 
devotions, songs of praise to our Lord Jesus, study of His Word, elections, fellowship, hugs and of course fabulous food!   
 

It was remarkable to hear of all the work done by societies across our district.  Quilts galore from the Panhandle Zone and 
other zones as well.  Health kits from every zone and special efforts to raise Mite awareness with having mission grant 
recipients speak of their awesome mission work!   

 

As we now move into the winter season, let us take a moment to reflect, to pray and to consider the praise due our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
for providing opportunities to serve and to reach out to others.  Without Him preparing our hearts for service, we fall short.  For it says in         
Eph. 6:5-7  … be obedient to those who are your masters … in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; not with eye service, as men-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart … knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, 
whether he is a slave or free (NKJV).   Quite a promise, wouldn’t you say? 
 

All of your labors of the past summer are now over and we stretch into winter with a sense of anticipation of advent and then, of course 
Christmas. Each of you are thinking of all the tasks that lie before you and the joyful time of celebrating the birth of Christ with your families and 
loved ones.  For each of you I pray that your labors be blessed and that you reflect on the love of Jesus that is ever present no matter the 
season, the day, the hour!  He is always 
there giving us bountiful blessings of beauty 
around us,  joyful labors of love and the 
knowledge of His blood bought redemption 
on the cross for each and everyone of us!  
In that is our greatest joy! 
 

God bless each of you as you “Serve the 
Lord with Gladness!” 
 

Love in Christ, 
Bev England 
Oklahoma District LWML President 

DDDDevoted  

 RRRRedeemed 

  EEEExclaiming His Love 

   AAAActive in prayer and service with 

    MMMMiiiission hearts alive! 

  TTTTogether 
   EEEEveryone  

    AAAAccomplishes  

     MMMMore 

Bev England 

New Products 
Introduced 

 

Several new products available through 
the LWML Store     (1-800-252-LWML) 
were introduced at the Assembly of 
Leaders in St. Louis last month.  Look 
for them in the winter issue of the 
Quarterly.  They include:   
� Bedside Devotion and Bookmarks  
� Retro black metal Mite Box stand  
� Magnetic picture frame  
� Plastic paper clips with logo  
� New lavender plaid shirt  
� Spanish language Mustard Seeds  
� Marriage Mustard Seeds 
� New teen brochures 

Convention Planner 
Former District LWML President, Marguerite 
Christman, Midwest City, has been appointed to 
the position of LWML Convention Manager.  She 
is working with current Convention Manager, Jan 
Rueter, on the Portland convention.  Her first 
“solo” will be the Peoria 2011 convention.   
 

Marguerite comes well-prepared for this huge job.  
She served as Convention Host Committee 
Chairman for the 2003 Oklahoma City LWML 
Convention and on the Executive Committee as 
Vice President of Servant Resources for the 
Tampa convention.  At last year’s Sioux Falls 
convention she served as Convention 
Programming Committee Chairman.   
 

What a wonderful representative of Oklahoma 
LWML!  We congratulate Marguerite and support 
her with our prayers and any other help we can 
give her. 

Patti Ross, former District LWML President has 
been nominated and is a candidate for the 
office of LWML Vice President of Christian Life. 
The election will be held at the LWML 
Convention in Portland, Oregon, June 25-28, 
2009.  
 

Patti is now serving the LWML as a member of 
the Leader Development Committee. 
Congratulations, Patti, our prayers are with you.  

Patti Ross on 
Portland Ballot 

What’s New? 
“Spiritual Care Kits”  

from the Human Care Committee 
Watch for more information on   
www.oklwml.org—Human Care  
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LOOK! Look at the many blessings God 
showers on you daily. Now’s the time to prepare 
to be showered with His love (and possibly a 
few drops of rain) at the LWML convention in 
Portland, June 25-28, 2009. The theme, “Look 
to the Hills…God Reigns,” is based on our two 
theme verses: Psalm 121:1-2 (NIV) I lift my eyes 
to the hills — where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Isaiah 52:7 (NIV) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring 
good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation 
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 
 

All those showers help Portland’s beautiful public gardens that invite you to 
wander their pathways and enjoy the wonders of our Lord’s creation. The 
International Rose Test Garden hosts 7,000 rose plants of 550 varieties for your 
enjoyment. On clear days you will be able to see the Cascade Mountains and 
Mount Hood. 
 

Mark your calendar now and watch for complete information and registration 
forms in the winter issue of the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. The Day Tours 
brochure will be sent directly to each primary registrant from the Sioux Falls 
Convention and will also be available on the Web site. Your LWML district 
president will also have this information. You won’t want to miss the many 
outstanding attractions that the Portland area has to offer!  
 

Go to www.lwml.org and click on conventions for more information. 

Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund     
    

THIS NOVEMBER 2008, I AM THANKFUL FOR: 
 

A challenge was given members of our parish -- to list 24 
items for which we are thankful.  I extend that challenge to 
YOU also.   
 

Make a written list.  What are you thankful for?  Name the 
items one-by-one.  Maybe it's a person, maybe a blessing, 
maybe even a burden.  Might that thankfulness culminate in 
a donation to "Special Gifts", the Endowment Fund of the 
Oklahoma District LWML?   
 

With the addition of the past quarter's interest of $185.01, 
the "Special Gifts" Fund on deposit with the Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund has reached $25,726.44.  Thank 
you, Jesus!  To God Be The Glory! 
 

Gifts?  
Send to:  OK District LWML Financial Secretary,         

Lanece Young,  PO Box 1685, Owasso, OK 74055 
Questions?  

Contact: Marilyn Laramy, 31 Stoneridge Rd.,                  
Ponca City, OK 74604, phone 1-508-762-1164,                     

e-mail: richardlaramy@hotmail.com 

Pastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral Insights    
“The times they are a’changing…”“The times they are a’changing…”“The times they are a’changing…”“The times they are a’changing…”  remember that song?  To be honest, that is the only part of it that I can remember.  

And I certainly cannot remember who sang it, except that each time it flows from my mouth it has a Bob Dylan nasal tone associated with it!  All of 
that aside, it is certainly a true statement for our life in these changing times.  We are feeling the change in the weather as summer gave way to 
autumn and autumn will soon give way to winter.  We also see other sweeping changes politically, economically and morally, both in our nation and 
throughout the world.     
 

Change can be somewhat frightening, especially for Lutherans.  Remember that old joke:  How many Lutherans does it take to change a 
light bulb?  Answer:  Change?!?  The scary part of change is that it is often out of our control.  It seems to come when we are least prepared to 
handle it.  It comes when we are not ready.  It may come quickly or it may come gradually, both situations may catch us unprepared.  Our mind 
may betray us, our body delay us, and our fears outweigh us!   But should change be feared by the Christian? NO!  Our Lord Jesus speaks tender 
words to His fear-prone flock:  “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).  And in 
John’s Gospel, Jesus reassures His disciples by saying, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).  Then He talks 
about being branches of the true Vine and bearing much fruit “showing yourselves to be My disciples” (John 15:8).   
 

From this I would surmise that fear and fruit-bearing cannot coexist.  Fear immobilizes people.  Fruit-bearing is active and progressive.  
Fear-filled people become afraid to take a step forward, backward, or sideways.  They attempt to maintain status quo.  And that is exactly what the 
devil wants to happen to the “fruit-bearing” children of God.   He wants us to maintain status quo which is no movement at all!   We see this 
happen in congregations when the dollar sign looms higher than the cross of Christ.  They become afraid to move forward, so they attempt to hold 
status quo… and they move nowhere at all!  Does it get better for them?  No, it gets worse!      
 

That is why it brings me such great joy to witness the LWML in action.  They never accept status quo in their mission endeavors.  They are 
always moving forward with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  No matter what the state of the economy may be, the Cross of Christ is held higher and 
higher.  The Fall Fests were tremendous examples of God’s fearless flock of LWML women holding high that cross.  Their focus was upon bearing 
fruit that will last for Christ’s kingdom into eternity.  Needless to say, there are concerns about the impact of our nation’s roller-coaster economy on 
the Mite Box offerings.  Within our Oklahoma District, we are well ahead of paying our Mission grants.  But nationally, the Mites are coming in 
slower than usual.  We must keep in mind that when we talk about Mites we are not talking about dollars and cents, instead, we are talking about 
touching souls for Jesus Christ and changing the outcome of eternity for many people.  I pray that the old evil foe, that old fear-monger Satan does 
not win the battle over the LWML Mites or other mission projects being carried out in our Savior’s name.  I pray that the beautiful branches of the 
Vine will continue to produce abundant fruit… fruit that will last into eternity… to the praise and glory of Jesus Christ our Lord!      
 

With Joy in Jesus, 
Pastor Barrie Henke, Oklahoma District LWML Senior Counselor   
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TriTriTriTri----ZoneZoneZoneZone    
Spring Flings Spring Flings Spring Flings Spring Flings     

    

Tulsa, Miami and Ponca City Zones 
March 7, 2009 

 

Lawton, Kingfisher & OKC Zones 
March 8, 2009 

 

Enid and Panhandle Zones 
 March 14, 2009 

 

Locations will be announced later. 

Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!Mark Your Calendar!        

    

Miami Zone 
 

Miami Zone held their Fall Fest on September 
27th at Redeemer, Bartlesville. There were 22 
delegates, 18 members, 2 pastors, 1 vicar and 
the speaker and his family in attendance. Vicar 
Matt Ulmer led the opening devotion. Ladies from 
Messiah, Vinita, led the Bible study.  
 

Pastor Trinidad Castaneda was the guest 
speaker. He gave a slide presentation of his 
mission work in El Manto, Mexico. 
 

Officers elected are as follows: President, Dianna 
Just; Vice President, Linda Allen; Secretary, 
Grace Peterson. Dianna Just was elected 
delegate to the National Convention in Portland, 
Oregon and Dorothy Gilbreath of Pryor was 
elected alternate delegate.  
 

For personal reasons Dianna Just declined to 
serve as president at this time. She and Grace 
Peterson agreed to switch positions and this 
change was ratified unanimously by the Miami 
Zone societies members via e-mail vote. 
 

Grace Peterson, Zone President 

Kingfisher Zone 
 

The Kingfisher Zone had their 2008 Fall Fest on 
September 13, 2008 at Our Savior Lutheran Church 
in Guthrie.  Total attendance was 38 and the Our 
Savior ladies did a beautiful job in decorating for the 
autumn season. 
 

Special guests included Bev England, Oklahoma 
District LWML President, District Junior Counselor 
Pastor Dwayne Schroeder and Pastor David 
Ersland from St John's Lutheran Church, Okarche. 
 

Our Speaker was our own TJ Smith, who presented 
a wonderful PowerPoint presentation on YWRs 
(Young Woman Representatives).  
 

Newly elected officers are: President, Sharon 
Bomhoff; Vice President , TJ Smith; Secretary-
Treasurer, Esther Arnold; Delegate, Sharon 
Bomhoff; Alternate, Rhonda Chloubler; Nominating 
Committee member, Leona Oppel. We must 
remember that we have been chosen by God , and 
what an honor to bear good fruit that will last by 
sharing the Good News of God's Love to all we 
meet. 

Sharon Bomhoff, Zone President 

Lawton Zone 
 

The Lawton Zone Fall Fest was held in Duncan 
hosted by the women of Good Shepherd on 
Saturday, September 12. Forty-two people 
attended including 5 pastors. The mission 
speaker was Audrey Eggers.  
 

Two van loads of LWR kits and quilts were 
gathered and sent to OKC on their way to  
Kansas. 
 

Newly elected officers are: President, Kathie 
Gerdes; VP of Christian Life, Gayle Anderson; VP 
of Human Care, Darcy Cline; VP of Gospel 
Outreach, Yvonne Moore; and Secretary-
Treasurer, Helen McDonald. Cherri Stegemoeller 
from Good Shepherd will represent the zone on 
the District Nominating Committee. 

Kathie Gerdes, Zone President 

Oklahoma City Zone 
 

We had a great Fall Fest thanks to Jeannie Merrill 
and Marilyn Alsip. Comments reported that many 
women felt it was the “most organized Fall Fest 
they had ever attended!”  
 

We had 96 registered, with 4 pastors, and 4 guests. 
Our offerings totaled $556. Our LWML store sold 
$434.75 worth of merchandise, along with 9 
Anniversary books totaling $72.  
 

We wish to extend a warm hand of thanks to 
Immanuel ladies for serving us and preparing their 
church for us. Many thanks to so many people. 

 

Shari Stepanek, Zone President 

Panhandle Zone 
Women from Woodward, Buffalo, Guymon, 
Texhoma, Hooker, and Boise City gathered recently 
for the annual Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League Fall Fest.  For the first time in over 20 years, 
they met in Boise City where Texhoma and Boise 
City LWML members shared hostess duties.  
Pastors John Miller, Boise City, Randy Foote, 
Buffalo, and Greg Brown, Woodward, were also 
present. 
 

The Bible study, "Fruit That Will Last," was led by 
Ramona Dies and Vickie Bair, Buffalo.  
 

Dianna Just was the mission speaker.  She told of 
her summer ministry in China where she taught 
English to Chinese teachers.   
 

Officers elected include: President Jarie Coggins, 
Buffalo; Vice President/Christian Life Chairman 
Joyce Watson, Guymon; and Secretary Vickie Bair, 
Buffalo.  Joyce Watson was chosen as the 
Panhandle Zone delegate to the national LWML 
Convention in Portland, Oregon next June and Jarie 
Coggins is the alternate.  Esther Shelby, Woodward, 
will serve on the Oklahoma District Nominating 
Committee. 
 

Societies reported a total of 658 quilts, 10 
blankets, 31 health kits, 19 school kits, 12 
sewing kits, 13 layettes, 97 pounds of soap 
and 6 fabric pieces for LWR. 
 

Jarie Coggins, Zone President 

Enid Zone 
 

The Enid Zone Fall Fest was August 23, 2008. 
Guest speakers were Brent and Suzet Roggow 
talking about the Lutherhoma building program. 
 

Newly elected officers are: President, Beth 
Schoeling;  Vice President of Servant Resources, 
Denise Morris; Vice President of Human Care, 
Cindy Fischaber; Delegate, Louise Holt; Alternate, 
Linda Cinnamon; Nominating Committee member, 
Wilma Grimes. 
 

Beth Schoeling, Zone President 

Ponca City Zone 
 

On a beautiful fall day, the Ponca City Zone met for 
their Fall Fest at St. John’s, Newkirk. 
 

Our mission speaker was Gloria Schwisow, a 
member of Holy Trinity of Edmond’s mission team 
to Servants’ Heart in Guatemala City, Guatemala 
for the last two summers. 
 

Total attendance was 38 which included 17 
delegates, 14 members, 1 pastor, 1 seminarian, 2 
district representatives, 1 guest speaker, and 1 
child. 
 

Newly elected officers are: President, Leola 
Thiemann; Vice President, Debbie Hopper; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Esther Bersche; Nominating 
Committee member, Joan Miller; Pastoral 
Counselor, Rev. Jim Dehne; Delegate, Tanya 
Hercyk; Alternate, Shelly Sitton. 
 

Leola Thiemann, Zone President Tulsa Zone 
Women from the Tulsa Zone gathered at Christ 
the Redeemer, Tulsa for their Fall Fest  
September 20. 
 

Guest speakers included, Dianna Just, sharing 
her experiences in China this summer and 
Barbara Hall, with Lutheran Braille Workers. 
 

Newly elected officers are: President, Carol 
Fruehling; Vice President, Mary Ames; Secretary-
Treasurer, Saundra Beachem; Communication, 
Alexis Wasson; Human Care-Gospel Outreach, 
Penny Becker; Christian Life, Cindy Boster; 
Delegate, Carol Fruehling; Alternate, Ruth Kruse; 
and Nominating Committee member, Bonnie 
Giese. 

 

Carol Fruehling, Zone President 
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Women at Cristo Rey are dancing to a different beat this year. Zumba classes 
began in May on Wednesdays and Fridays with just four women and a DVD. 
Originally focused on improving the health of women within the church, it grew 
quickly. Word of mouth soon saw fifteen women, many new faces, and a new 
outreach to the community. Nelly Castaneda, wife of Cristo Rey’s Pastor Trini, 
says that “we have planted the seed, and in God’s time we will see its fruit”. 
There is nothing impossible for God, He reaches people through any means, 
even through some ladies trying to lose some pounds.” 
 

Zumba is a fusion of Latin and International music that creates a dynamic, 
exciting and effective fitness system. A mixture of Salsa, Merenge, Cuban, 
Cumbia, African beats and aerobic exercise, it is one of the hottest fitness 
crazes this year. Quick paced and easy to learn, Zumba lives up to its name, 
which is derived from a Colombian 
word meaning to move fast and have 
fun. 
 

Every Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. the 
group dances and then joins the men 
for coffee, a light snack and fellow-
ship at the Bible study at 6:00 p.m. 
Combining physical exercise with 
studying God’s Word provides a 
workout for both body and mind. 
Nelly says “Zumba classes have 
brought our ladies closer together 
and, of course, helped us lose a few 
inches in the process.”     
    Submitted by Nelly Castaneda 

Outreach with Zumba Classes  

If you have watched the news today or any day recently, you probably have been bombarded with opinions about the war in Iraq, 
the war in Afghanistan, the conflicts between Israel and Palestine, and concerns over immigrants crossing our own borders. As 
you look around in your own community, you may see faces from Africa, the Middle East, Mexico, Eastern Europe …you name it. 
People from all over the world have come and continue to come to the United States because they seek freedom and prosperity. 
They seek the blessings of freedom of speech and freedom of religion ...blessings we often take for granted or may even ignore. 
 

Experts tell us that many more immigrants are likely to come. So what does that mean for us as a country? What does that mean 
for our Church? What does that mean for the LWML? 
 

Rather than seeing the influx of immigrants and refugees into our country as a problem, we need to see it as an opportunity for ministry. Dr. Edward 
Westcott stated it this way when he spoke at the LWML Convention in Kansas City. He said, ‘Look what’s happening! He’s dropped refugees right 
next to you. By design, He’s turning this country into the largest mission field in the world.” 
 

LWML, has a long history of appreciating and promoting diversity. As an organization, we have become increasingly intentional about assuring the 
participation of ethnic women at all levels in the LWML. Through the Heart to Heart Sisters program we have reached out to African American, 
Hispanic, Hmong and African Immigrant women. At the LWML Convention in Sioux Falls, Native American women and women who have converted 
from the Islam and Hindu religions were special guests. 
 

As an LWML organization, we realize that our lives are enriched by sharing the ministries of these women. Some have suffered a great deal for 
their faith. Their stories awaken in us a sense of profound gratitude to our Lord for the many blessings we have been privileged to enjoy as LCMS 
women here in the United States. As Heart to Heart women share about their ministries, we also gain new insights into how to do a better job 
reaching out with the message of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. We also come to realize how many more people still need to hear this 
saving message. 
 

Unlike the old metaphor of the U.S. being a melting pot, we like to think of our church and our LWML more as a pot of stew. In a stew the 
vegetables and meat all retain their shapes and flavors, but by cooking together, they form something much richer than any of them would be by 
themselves. That is how we see our diversity in the LWML. Our organization is made up of women of all ages and ethnicities. We all have our own 
customs and identities, but when we work together for our Lord’s kingdom, we become a force much greater than if we each were to work alone. 
 

Diversity—is it a problem for us in the LWML? The answer is an emphatic “No!” It’s our opportunity to be as Rev. 5:9 describes the Church—”from 
every tribe and language and people and nation.”            Adapted from “The Team Leader” April 2007, Written by Marilyn McClure 

Diversity:  Will it be a Problem or an Opportunity? 

Pictured are from left 

to right: Elaine Roth, 

Kingfisher Zone, Mary 

Beck, Ponca City Zone, 

Ebba Johnson, Enid 

Zone, Bernice Ehnert, 

Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Edmond. 

Back Row: Mona 

Deering, Oklahoma 

City Zone, and Diane 

Alden, Tulsa Zone.  

The Zone Archivist-Historians met at the Bigtime Officers 
Orientation (BOO) Saturday, November 1, 2008 at Lutheran 
Church of Our Savior, Bethany, OK. The Oklahoma District has 
so many dedicated, excited, and wonderful women keeping our 
history. These women brought many suggestions and 
questions. We discussed the importance of having an archivist-
historian and how they can make it interesting. Ebba Johnson, 
who was the Oklahoma District Archivist-Historian for 20 years, 
shared many very fascinating stories of things that happened 
while she held the position and even now as the Oklahoma 
District Archivist-Historian Emeritus. We enjoyed lunch together. 
Some stated “It was great to meet other archivist-historians face 
to face”. These servants now know there are others with the 
same dilemmas as they have and are not alone. 
        Submitted by Marilyn Alsip, Archivist-Historian    

Dancing their way to fitness are: Nelly 

Castaneda, Tessy Castaneda, Teresa 

Castaneda, Maggie Castaneda, Olga 

Garcia, Teresa Garcia, and Juanita . 

History in the Making 
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Our Mission Grant for the 
Ministerial Students this 
year allows students to 

receive $750 each.  
We send them our prayers for  
a Blessed Christmas with 
family and friends as we 

celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Grant                  Amount  Paid 

1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students         $12,000  $  6,000 

2. Disaster Relief—Greensburg, Kansas         $  5,000  $  5,000 

3. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Student Aid Fund   $12,000  $  6,000 

4. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships—Tahlequah, OK     $  5,000   

5. Lutheran Braille Workers #73—Our Savior, Tulsa, OK    $  3,000  $  3,000 

6. Outreach and Support—Cristo Rey Ministry, Oklahoma City, OK  $  3,000  $  3,000 

7. Concordia Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN   $10,000  $  5,000 

8. International Student Ministry—OSU         $  1,500  $    750 

9. Science Lab for Redeemer High School—Oklahoma City, OK   $  4,895  $  4,895 

10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool, Tuition Assistance—First, Tahlequah, OK $  3,050  $  3,050 

11. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center—Tulsa, OK $  5,000  $  5,000 

12. Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ—Oklahoma District     $  2,000  $  1,000 

13. The Rock After School Program—Zion Lutheran, Lahoma, OK  $  1,800  $  1,800 

14. Preparing Pastors Worldwide           $  6,000  $  6,000 

15. The Servant’s Heart, Tuition Assistance—Guatemala (Partial)  $  5,755  $  5,755 

                TOTAL  $80,000  $56,250 

Special Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 Disbursement    

The Oklahoma District received a check on a Mite Box Sunday for $100,000. The following is how that 
money has been disbursed to date. The delegates at convention voted to disburse $44,000 to selected 
mission grants. This gift and mission grant disbursement is over and above the mission grants for the 
2008-2010 Mission Grant Goal of $80,000. As you can see this special gift has been a blessing to 
many. These grants will be paid when the grant recipient requests the funds. We pray that this special 
gift reaches many who are hurting and brings them to know their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

                        Paid 

1. Twenty-five percent toward LWML Mission Grant Goal, Biennium 2007-2009    $  25,000   $25,000 

2. LWML exclusively for missions             $  25,000   $25,000 

3. Rev. Nourreddine Bennai, Muslim Student Outreach Program—Edmond, OK    $    3,000   $  3,000 

4. Nadia Abuamsha’s, City of Hope Muslin Women’s Outreach Program, Cleveland, OH  $    3,000   $  3,000 

5. Themba Trust Scholarships for Girls—Dirkiesdorp, South Africa      $    4,946   $  4,946 

6. Jesus’ Lambs’, Playground Structure—First Lutheran, Tahlequah, OK     $    4,900   $  4,900 

7. Production of Braille Magazine, Lawrence, KS          $    4,000 

8. Community Clean Water Project—Yunnan, China—CWEF       $    7,500   $  7,500 

9. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame—Oklahoma District          $  10,000   $ 10,000 

10. Diaconia Centers—Latvia              $    5,000   $  5,000 

11. Gambia Church Planting—Africa (Partial)           $    3,827   $  3,827 

12. Serving Justice—“God’s Word for Peace Officers”—Oklahoma District ( Partial)   $    3,827   $  1,963.50 

                   TOTAL $100,000   $94,136.50 

 Nancy West, VP of Gospel Outreach 

Your Oklahoma LWML BOD 
voted at their last 

meeting to send an extra 
$10,000 for National 
Mission Grants . An 

offering was also taken 
for national mites at the 
BOD meeting and an extra 
$462.68 was collected. We 
in the Oklahoma District 
have been truly blessed 
with abundant givers. 

Isn’t it great that we are 
able to go over and 

above!! 
Keep those mites coming! 

 

To God give the Glory! 

Mitey Mites 
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A Thanksgiving Day Prayer 
 

Lord, so often, as any other day 
When we sit down to our meal and pray, 
 

We hurry along and make fast the blessing. 
Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing. 
 

We’re slaves to the olfactory overload, 
We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold. 
 

But Lord, I’d like to take a few minutes more, 
To really give thanks to what I’m thankful for. 
 

For my family, my health, a nice soft bed, 
My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head. 
 

I’m thankful right now to be surrounded by those, 
Whose lives touch me more than they’ll ever possibly know. 
 

Thankful Lord, that You’ve blessed me beyond measure, 
Thankful that in my heart lives life's greatest treasure. 
 

That you, dear Jesus, reside in that place, 
And I’m ever so grateful for Your unending grace. 
 

So please, heavenly Father, bless this food You’ve provided, 
And bless each and every person invited. Amen! 
            -Scott Wessemann  

Six foot high pile of duffle bags!  Arriving at Guatemala City airport, 30 people 
from Tulsa area congregations head towards customs with our piles.  In the 
duffle bags are donations of medicines and school supplies to be used with the 
ministry of The Servant’s Heart.  We marvel at the generosity of the LWML 
societies and the congregations! 
  

On Monday morning we head to Amatitlan, a city south of Guatemala City.  Patti 
Ross and Ruth Kruse, our nurses on the team go with Amanda and a few other 
Guatemalans to check on Carlos and Maria – two patients that won’t make it 
into the clinic.  Carlos lives near the base of one of the volcanoes.  Maria lives 
at the edge of town.  She has a large area on her leg that doesn’t heal.   
  

In the afternoon, Patti and Ruth will see about 30 patients at the clinic – moms 
with babies, teenage moms with babies, grandma. Meanwhile, the rest of the 
team is holding VBS for about 75 kids 
or participating in the adult (99% 
women) Bible study and worship.  
About 125 women come for this time 
of Bible study and worship. Some of 
the women will have a two hour 
journey on bus and foot to get to Bible 
study, some come from across the 
street.  News of clinic and Bible study 
travels by word of mouth in Amatitlan.  
The noise is amazing – women 
singing, children singing a different song and those in the clinic trying to hear 
each other speak!  What fun to see God’s spirit moving in this place. 
  

On Thursday we come back to Amatitlan and spend much of the day making 
house visits – sharing the Gospel.  Sometimes Bible verses and the Good News 
are shared with us before we have the chance to share with them.  Sometimes 
we meet people like Anna.  Anna has 3 children – all from different fathers.  
There is no father currently in the lives of the children.  Anna, as many people in 
Amatitlan, has a small (15X15) corrugated house with a small yard.  Chickens 
and ducks have free reign of the yard and house.  Anna cries as Scripture, kind 
words and prayers are shared with her and her family.  How can there be a God 
that will forgive her and help her?  Our hearts break with her and we go back to 
Scripture to assure her that yes, through the sacrifice of Christ, we have a 
Father that will forgive her too! 
  

The rest of the time we spend in the city in Zone 7 working with the people of La 
Libertad, the shanty village on the edge of the city garbage dump.  At lunch, we 

take food down into the village.  
Today is noodles and vegetables 
and juice.  Nikki Boyd and Karen 
Bartley jump in the back of Rodrigo 
to dish out food.  The line starts 
forming.  We wash hands, talk with 
the folks and serve them food.  For 
some this is the only meal they will 
have that day.  Jorge offers to 
share a sniff of the bottle he is 
carrying – rubbing alcohol.  Kevin - 
The Servant’s Heart Guatemalan 

Director, and  Patti and Edgar take a couple of the meals and go visit Martin in 
his home.  Martin lives in a little house – little even for La Libertad standards.  
Martin is probably in his 60s and does not leave his little shelter very often.  
Martin shares his news for the day, thanks everyone for the food.  Edgar helps  
                   Continued—Page 8  

Guatemala  
Beautiful Land and People And… 

VBS at LaLibertad 

La Provision 

BigTime BigTime BigTime BigTime     
Officers Officers Officers Officers     
Orientation Orientation Orientation Orientation     
for Zonesfor Zonesfor Zonesfor Zones    

 
 
  

Oklahoma District Zone LWML Officers learned 
that Halloween night and BOO means more than kids in 
costumes coming to your door asking for candy.  BOO 
stands for BigTime Officer Orientation for Zones and was 
held on October 31 and November 1 in Oklahoma 
City.  Over 35 ladies enjoyed a fun filled Friday evening 
learning about LWML, leadership, and communication.   
  

Junior Pastoral Counselor, Rev. Dwayne Schroeder led a 
Bible study entitled “Take the Lead and Following the 
Leader”.  With our leader, of course, being Christ.   
  

Other presenters for the evening were Marguerite 
Christman, Bev England, Patti Ross, Carolyn Love, and 
Susan Brunkow.   
Saturday morning, the BOO continued with participants 
joining the Oklahoma District Board of Directors meeting 
which included a question and answer time spent with 
District officers.  Each zone officer was presented a BOO 
Bag filled with wonderful treats to help her use her gifts in 
ministry to the women of LWML as they reach out to the 
people of the world. 
 

   Submitted by Susan Brunkow, Leader Development Coordinator 
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Page 8 The Voice of Service 

“To Everything There is a Season...a Time to 
Lead,” taken from Ecclesiastes 3:1, was the theme 
of the 2008 LWML Assembly of Leaders (AOL) 
held October 24-26, 2008 in St. Louis, Missouri. Each of the 40 
districts of the LWML sent new leaders to be trained at this 
event. Audrey House, VP of Communication and Linda Lee 
Kremeier, VP of Human Care of the Oklahoma District attended 
this event to better serve the district and improve their leader 
skills. District Presidents from all districts were present. 
 

At the AOL, event speakers addressed the LWML’s current 
primary targets and goals: Christ-Centered Living, Telling the 
Good News, Partnering for Diversity and Building Up Our 
Sisters in Christ. In addition, the Human Care, Gospel 

Outreach, Communication, Christian Life and Servant Resources departments of the LWML gave 
presentations filled with more leader tips. Patti Ross and Wendy Bacon of the Oklahoma District took part in 
this event as presenters. The weekend also included fellowship, activities promoting diversity, singing, 
opportunities to study the Word of God and worship. Audrey and Linda, working with President Bev 
England, will implement plans to share what was learned. This program will be presented at the Tri-Zone 
Spring Flings in an effort to further develop others who will “Serve the Lord with Gladness”. 

Oklahoma District LWML’ers ham it up 

at AOL. Pictured from left to right: 

Wendy Bacon, Bev England, Linda Lee 

Kremeier, Patti Ross, and Audrey House. 

Kansas—Here we Come! 
A mission team from King of Kings Lutheran Church, Glenpool headed to 
Greensburg, Kansas to assist in the rebuilding of this town.  LWML’ers 
Janet Winfield and Debbie Tabisz were among those swinging hammers, 
paint brushes, brooms and cement! 
  

Greensburg was wiped out by an F5 tornado in May, 2007.  Wiped out is 
a good description!  When our team arrived in July of 2008, most of the 
clean up work had been done and 
rebuilding had begun.  But, looking in 
some directions, all you could see 
were cement slabs or foundations – 
no trees, no homes – just flat land! 

  

The team stayed in trailers supplied by LCMS World Relief and Human 
Care.  Another team was handling the cooking for all of the volunteers, 
but Janet was up early every morning helping to prepare breakfast.  
Our team worked on rebuilding two homes – one which just needed 
carpet by the time we left.   
  

Though we didn’t have the opportunity to share the Gospel with the 
owners of these homes, we did pray through the houses.  After working hard each day – using muscles 
some of us forgot we had – we would have a wonderful fellowship with fellow Christians.  If they still need 
help, our team will be back next year.  Hope some of you will join us! 
  

                  Submitted by Debbie Tabisz, VP of Christian Life 

Guatemala—continued 
him put the food into plastic containers Martin has so that the cockroaches don’t get into his food – no 
refrigerator or cooler – just plastic containers.  The trio chats with Martin for awhile, pray with him and 
reassure him they will be back the next day. 
  

VBS, home visits, medical clinic, workshops for the teachers, English classes – all activities that are held 
during this week of ministry.  And each person on the American team will tell you that they received more 
than they gave.  More as we held a tiny, dirty child in our laps; more as we prayed with an elderly lady who is 
worried because her daughter has disappeared; more as we saw our Lord at work in Guatemala. 

                  Submitted by Debbie Tabisz, VP of Christian Life 

Greensburg—broken trees 

and foundations. 

Keith Clements and Debbie 

Tabisz putting up Tyvek. 


