
divide nations, communities, 
congregations, and families. 
Sinful human beings prefer… 
even love...the darkness. But 
our merciful God did not al-
low the world to remain terri-
fied of the darkness, nor 
would He allow His beloved, 
yet sinful creatures to die in 
that darkness of sin. Instead, 
He gave us Christmas. He 
sent us Light. THE Light… 
who is the Light of the world. 
“In Him was life, and that life 
was the Light of men. The 
Light shines in the darkness, 
but the darkness has not un-
derstood it.” (John 1:4-5) 

On a crisp, cold, windless 
Minnesota night, I stood out-
side the old white frame 
church admiring the brilliance 
of the sky. Set into the black-
ness were shining stars. They 
seemed so bright and so near 
the earth. It felt as though I 
could extend my hand and 
pluck them from that black-
ness. As I gazed upward, my 
eyes focused on the cross atop 
the 70-foot steeple. It pierced 
the darkness, positioning it-
self in the midst of the stars. 
What a sight! 
That’s where we fit in. We are 
like stars shining in the dark-
ness. The sinful world brings 

enough darkness to the lives 
of people. There is hatred and 
bitterness all around us. Self-
centered, loveless attitudes 

Jan S truc k— mo t he r, 
teacher, trainer, grand-
mother, wife and very funny 
lady, will lighten hearts dur-
ing the LWML district con-
vention in Enid, April 21-22, 
2006. More than 35 years of 
teaching, motivating and 
entertaining makes Jan a 
popular speaker for Bible 
studies, workshops and re-
treats. She has a theater de-
gree from Valparaiso Uni-
versity and brings a fresh 
approach to the journey of 
faith. 
Those of you who attended 
the Tampa convention may 
see a resemblance between 

Jan and that cell-phone talk-
ing visitor, Nita Mytes 
Daily. Jan will join us from 

Appleton, Wisconsin. You 
won’t want to miss her! 
National LWML President 
Linda Reiser will attend our 
convention in Enid this 
April. Linda was elected 
president at the Oklahoma 
City convention in 2003. She 
is from Grand Island, Ne-
braska. Linda is a gifted 
writer, speaker and encour-
ager. Come meet this won-
derful representative of 
LWML and be uplifted and 
inspired! 
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“Silent night, 

holy night! 

Son of God, 

love’s pure light. 

Radiant beams from 

your holy face 

With the dawn of 

redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord at your birth. 

Jesus, Lord at your 

birth.” 

Jesus, Light of the World-President Patti 

The Light Shines in the Darkness, cont. 
The Light is Jesus, our Lord 
and Savior. Because of His 
powerful, life-changing 
grace, the Holy Spirit 
makes us “lights of Christ” 
in the world. That same 
Spirit empowers us to radi-
ate the brilliance of Christ 
in and through our life. 
When I was in college, I 
visited a Greek Orthodox 
Church in St. Paul, MN, for 
several months, as part of a 
class requirement. Weekly I 
observed the worshippers 
entering the sanctuary. 
Many would light a slender 

candle at the entrance, then 
place it in a sand-filled con-
tainer nearby. The priest 
informed me that it was a 
reminder to them that they 
were the “lights of Christ” 
in the world. What a power-
ful tradition!  
We are like those stars shin-
ing in the blackness of a 
winter sky. We have been 
given life and light through 
the cross of Christ piercing 
the darkness. 
During this holiday season, 
it is very easy for LWML 
members to become bogged 

down with busyness. Busy-
ness can dim our spiritual 
light if we lose focus of the 
cross. So, with eyes on Je-
sus, with eyes on His cross, 
let us shine like stars. May 
we shine with a Spirit-
powered luster so that peo-
ple might see you as one of 
Christ’s stars shining with 
joy through the darkness. 
Shine on, Star Gals! 
 
Pastor Henke, Sr. Pastoral 
Counselor 

our country and abroad, we 
encourage men and women 
studying to become church 
workers and ministers, we 
show His love to others by 
meeting human care needs 
and we meet together to 
encourage one another and 
study God’s precious word 
for us. 
Stars representing light and 
leading people to Jesus sur-
round us at Christmas, 
adorning tree ornaments, 
wrapping paper, strings of 
lights, and Christmas cards. 
Over the past two years, 
Oklahoma District LWML 
has talked about STARS in 
the context of: 
 
Sisters united in Christ 
Teamed for missions 
Active in prayer and ser-
vice, because we are 
Redeemed by Christ! 
 
I hope when you see stars 
this Christmas it will re-

mind you of your LWML 
sisters and our mission to 
spread the True Light to the 
people of the world. I also 
encourage you to start 
thinking about our District 
Convention in Enid, April 
21-22, 2006 where our 
theme is “Shine Like Stars”.   
In our  convention Bible 
verse, Philippians 2:14-16, 
Paul writes “Do everything 
without complaining or 
arguing, so that you may 
become blameless and pure, 
children of God without 
fault in a crooked and de-
praved generation in which 
you shine like stars in the 
universe as you hold out the 
word of life.” 
God made His light shine in 
our hearts! Let’s shine like 
stars to show that light in 
us! 
I wish everyone a “de-
LIGHT-ful” Christmas and 
holiday season!  
Love, Patti 

It’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas! Lights and 
decorations seem to be eve-
rywhere! Lights include 
candles, bright electric 
lights, light from stars and 
light from the Christ 
Child’s face. The past two 
years we have followed the 
national LWML theme of 
“Live Joyfully as Salt and 
Light!” We are enabled to 
live as light in a dark world 
because Jesus, the true light 
of the world has redeemed 
us from darkness!  
We can pray with the 
Psalmist, “For you have 
delivered me from death 
and my feet from stum-
bling, that I may walk be-
fore God in the light of 
life.” (Ps. 56:13) And while 
we are walking in that light 
we want to bring others 
with us to Jesus so they, 
too, may have the True 
Light.  
To that end we support mis-
sionary outreaches here in 

T H E  V O I C E  O F  S E R V I C E  
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12. Lutheran Bible Translators—
Student Missionary Training.......$8,280 

13. Shadow Mountain Behavioral 
Health System, Owasso, OK.....$5,000 

14. Removed 

15. Trinity Lutheran School Scholar-
ship—Norman, OK....................$3,000 

16. Oklahoma District Ministerial Stu-
dents Grant ...............................$10,000 

17. Oklahoma Professional Church   
Workers Student Aid Fund......$10,000 

18. King of Kings Sound and Music 
Equipment, Glenpool, OK..........$4,000 

19. Hispanic Vacation Bible School 
Outreach program development$2,500 

20. Okla. OAFC Summer Training
......................................................$2,000 

21. Teen LWML Financial Assistance to 
Attend 2007 LWML Convention$3,000 

22. Removed 

23. Soup Kitchen—Ardmore, OK
......................................................$3,500 

24. Removed 

25. Hope Pregnancy Center—Guymon, 
OK ...............................................$2,000 

26. Camp Lutherhaven at Knowles 
Lake..............................................$5,000 

27. Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK, 
Camper Scholarships..................$5,000 

Proposed grants to be voted by dele-
gates at the District Convention, April 
21-22 in Enid 

1. Alaska Mission for Christ—
Matanuska-Susitna Valley Mission 
Outreach..................................... $6,000  

2. The Good Shepherd Children of 
Immigrants Scholarships—Tulsa, OK
................................................... $10,000 

3. Help Trinity Hope Feed the Chil-
dren in Haiti................................ $5,000 

4. Help Safe Net Services Inc. Build a 
Domestic Abuse Shelter—Claremore, 
OK............................................... $5,000 

5. Bread of Life Community  Outreach 
Center—Garber, OK ............... $2,500 

6. Curriculum Sponsorships for the 
Churches of the Latin American Lu-
theran Mission............................ $3,000 

7. Lutheran Braille Center—Tulsa, OK
..................................................... $3,000 

8. Poland Rainbow Camp/Education—
Poland.......................................... $6,250 

9. Puerto Rico Evangelism Outreach
..................................................... $5,900 

10. Thailand Training Curriculum 
Development.............................. $3,750 

11. Guinea Medical Training..................
..................................................... $3,750 

28. Removed 

29. Removed 

30. Heart-To-Heart Sisters Convention 
Expense........................................$1,000 

31. The Servant’s Heart—Amatitlan, 
Guatemala....................................$4,200 

32. International Ministry—OSU$1,500 

33. Oaks Indian Mission—Oaks, OK
......................................................$5,000 

34. MEND’S Medical Clinic/Pregnancy 
Resource Center—Broken Arrow, OK
......................................................$5,000 

35. Redeemer Lutheran High School, 
OKC.............................................$5,000 

36. Day Camp Support Program—
OKC.............................................$3,000 

grant #1: Oklahoma District Minis-
terial Students. With this payment 
we have accomplished our goal in 
record time and paid our slate of 
mission grants in full—six months 
ahead of schedule! God is good! 

Oklahoma District LWML’ers 
looked and saw many opportunities 
for outreach in their communities. 
In all the Mission Grants Commit-
tee received 37 grant proposals 
totaling $193,250. The slate ac-
cepted by the board in November 
for the April convention ballot will 
be 31 grants totaling $142,130 to 
the delegates at convention in 
April. Delegates will be asked to 

vote for 10. The grants are listed 
briefly below. 

Zone presidents have a bulletin 
insert that tells a little about  the 
Tampa convention, the list of grants 
adopted, and encouragement to 
participate in missions. Use it for 
your next MITE Box Sunday. En-
courage your Sunday School to 
collect for missions. Use the insert 
to kick off congregational MITE box 
collections. You are what makes 
LWML work and you are the voice 
of LWML. Tell all those around you 
about your wonderful organization 
and the mission to spread God’s 
word! Bev Stevens 

The Mission Grants Committee,  
headed by Vice President of Gospel 
Outreach Bev Stevens, presented 
the Board of Directors a new MITE 
goal of $60,000 for the 2006-2008 
Biennium. It was unanimously ac-
cepted by the board for vote of the 
delegates in Enid this April. So 
Oklahoma—are you ready to meet 
the challenge? I think you have al-
ready stated a unanimous YES by 
your generous outpouring in the 
past biennium. The “past biennium” 
I speak of is 2004-2006, which is 
not yet reached it’s end. 

At the November Board meeting 
we voted to pay the last half of 

Mission Goal and New Grants Proposed 

Oklahoma District Grants Proposals for 2006-2008 Biennium 

Does YOUR 

church have a 

Mite Box 

Sunday? 

Deadline: In order to have time to review the financial 
records of the preceding biennium prior to convention, 
the treasurer’s books will close for the 2004-
2006 Biennium on February 28, 2006. All mites 
and remittances received after that date will be 
credited to the 2006-2008 Biennium. Please 
check to see that your Quarterly, Voice of Service 
and Delegate fund remittances are up-to-date. 

Reminder: All of-
ficer reports for 
the 2006 con-
vention manual 
are due at the 
board meeting 
February  4, 
2006. Reports 
are to be remit-
ted to Doris 
Schmall on CD 
in Microsof t 
Word format.  
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ALL minutes and 

financial records 

are legal 

documents and 

must be kept 

permanently 

Resources 

The Little Blue Box by Marilyn Alsip 
It  is about 3x3” square and 1” 
deep. It is faded and frazzled 
around the edges. It was bound 
together with tape and, when the 
tape was removed it took some 
words off the box. How could 
something so worn and useless be 
so important? This little blue box 
is a precious and inspiring re-
minder of the Lutheran Women’s 
League (LWL) in Oklahoma when 
women put pennies in boxes for 
missions. 

At the First LWL convention in 
1929, 1,000 mite boxes were 
designated as the means of collect-
ing funds for selected projects The 
LWL was organized the year be-

fore, on March 11, 1928. The idea 
of distributing small boxes to 
collect funds 
originated in 
Oklahoma and 
was accepted in 
1942 when the 
national LWML 
was organized. 

Th er e ar e 
several names 
inside the old 
box. The origi-
nal owner was 
Emma Less-
mann, 1897-1987. The box then 
passed to her daughter Martha 
Likens, 1926-1998. Her friend 
Ruth stated that “the box needed 

to be in the Oklahoma District 
Archives” and the box was given 

to Ebba John-
son, OK Dis-
trict Archivist/
Historian. 

Anoth er of 
L e s s m a n n ’ s 
daughters, Mrs. 
Esther Karner 
says”...It was 
kept in the top 
drawer of my 
parents’ tall 
chest of draw-

ers. I remember standing on my 
tip toes to put the pennies in that 
little slot.” 

Lead participants through the 
process of becoming mission-
aries. Learn a new language, 
exchange currency and experi-
ence a new culture. In a tropi-
cal island setting you will meet 
the local people and eat with 
community leaders while wit-
nessing to the love of Jesus. 
Turn your parish hall, play-

Is your society looking for an 
LWML event that can involve 
the whole family? Something 
that will keep little bodies 
active, capture the imagina-
tions of young and old, chal-
lenge the game player in each 
of us and give all who attend a 
glimpse into the world of mis-
sions? Try LaWiMeLu Island. 

ground, gym or family-life cen-
ter into a faraway destination. 
Great for an LWML, school or 
church activity. Includes repro-
ducible pages of passports and 
currency. Item #14993 $2.50 

This and so much more is 
available in the catalog or 
online at www.lwml.org.www.lwml.org. 

The item that stood out most 
was that ALL minutes and 
financial records are legal 
documents. Minutes are to be 
kept for all boards and com-
mittees with no exceptions. 
Special attention should be 
exercised to insure accuracy. 
These two items, minutes and 
financial records, must be kept 
permanently. We are a corpo-
ration, and we must document 
all meetings by law. 

Storage is also important. All 
records should be on archival 
safe and acid-free paper, 
stored in file folders of the 
same materials. 

Marilyn is looking for volun-
teers to help re-type some old 
minutes so they will be stable 
for the years to come. If you 
would like to help her in this 
endeavor, please contact her 
at granny509@cox.net or granny509@cox.net or 
405.769.4220. 

Concordia Historical Institute 
held its 28th Biennial Confer-
ence on Archives October 20-
22, 2005. Rev. Marvin Huggins, 
head of the Institute, pre-
sented several topics, including 
Preparing Displays and Exhib-
its, Preserving Congregational 
Records, How to Catalog 
Items, and What Records are 
to be Kept. Marilyn attended 
and brought back some impor-
tant information for us.  

T H E  V O I C E  O F  S E R V I C E  

Concordia Historical Institute Conference 

ROCK! Rest On Christ 
the King is the theme 
for the 32nd LWML 
convention June 21-
24, 2007 in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. 
The theme is based on 
Psalm 31:1-3. The 
goal statement is 
“Secure in Jesus, my 
rock and fortress, I 
step out in faith to 
declare His praise and 
serve others.” 
Step out in faith and 
make plans to ROCK 
IN South Dakota June 
21-24, 2007. 

www.lwml.org.
mailto:granny509@cox.net
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The Special Gifts Fund began April 
1, 1999 with a deposit of $500. This 
fund is designated to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, provide an 
avenue for donations, memorials,  
future gifts, and gifts set aside in a 
Will. These gifts may be given in 
one’s own name, the name of a 
loved one, or in honor or memory 
of a friend’s faithful service to our 
gracious God. These gifts provide 
blessings to our district LWML and 
the giver.  

The Cartridge Fund has added 
$576.49 to the Special Gifts Fund 
since March 31, 2005. Funds are 
invested with the Lutheran Church 

Extension Fund in a StewardAc-
count bearing 3.25%. The current 
account balance is $20,036.51 

March 31, 2005-October 31, 2005 
gifts are as follows:

In Honor: 

Cindy Jarboe 

Paul & Marilyn 
Hartman 

Celebration of 
Birthday: 

Bev England 

Doris Schmall 

Lutheran World Relief Cof-
fee Project was highlighted at 
our Fall Fests this year. Members 
tasted different blends and 
learned about the Fair Trade 
coffee available through Lu-
theran World Relief. Orders 
may be placed by individuals or 
congregations. Society presi-
dents should have received or-
d er  f orm s,  or  g o  t o 
www.lwr.org to order online.www.lwr.org to order online. 

Eyeglass Collection: From 
now through the May, 2006 
Board of Directors’ meeting, we 
will be collecting used eyeglasses 
for Africa. Nancy West will be 
traveling to Africa in late May 
and will transport them for us. 
Lenses without frames, or 
frames only are not accepted. If 
you have glasses to donate, give 
them to your society president 
to pass to the zone president. 

Ingathering over 5 Tons:  
Oklahoma District LWML’ers 
took a total of 10,221 lbs. of 
items to Wichita on October 4. 
These were combined with Kan-
sas collections, loaded on a 
truck, and shipped to the LWR 
warehouse in Minneapolis, MN 
for worldwide distribution. In-
cluded in that total were 1035 
quilts and blankets, 860 health 
kits, 179 layettes, 837 school 

from each congregation in their 
zone for the YWR Committee 
members to contact. 

Young Women Committee mem-
bers are: Cherri Stegemoeller, 
580.470.8999 
cispta@hotmail.com; Lavon cispta@hotmail.com; Lavon 
Friesen, LKF1226@pldi.com; and LKF1226@pldi.com; and 
Jennifer Schneider,             
jschneider@rovalue.netjschneider@rovalue.net 

The Structure Committee re-
ceived the results from the na-
tional LWML Structure Com-
mittee’s review of the proposed 
changes to the Oklahoma Dis-
trict Bylaws. No major changes 
were required. 
Krystine Gibson will present 
these to the LWML Board of 
Directors for final approval 
prior to the 2006 District Con-
vention. Delegates will vote on 
these changes at convention. 

The YWR Committee met in 
September to plan activities for 
the 2006 Oklahoma District 
LWML Convention in Enid. Many 
ideas were discussed and planned 
and assignments made. The goal is 
to have a large attendance of 
young women at the convention 
and make it a memorable event 
for all. Zone Presidents are asked 
to submit names of young women 

Young Women Representatives 

Lutheran World Relief 

The Lutheran 

Woman’s 

Quarterly is 

available on 

the national 

website 

www.lwml.orgwww.lwml.org 

Structure Committee 

kits, 248 sewing kits, 314 lbs. 
soap, and 1453 lbs. of clothing.  

Hurricane Relief: Oklahomans 
contributed health kits via the 
Orphan Grain Train and by 
other means of transport to 
victims of hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. St. John’s, Moore, led an 
effort to supply school kits to 
the Houston school district, 
which took in many of the New 
Orleans students. 

In Memorium: 

Rudy Bloemker 

Lloyd Graham 

Mark Stover 

George Schoelen 

Kenneth Johnson 

Travis Kremeier 

Tyler Knecht 

 

 

Emil Maass 

Jewel Stieferman 

Freda Schroeder 

Ruth Murphy 

Thelma Kamman 

Lydia Boydstun

Gifts may be sent to the Okla-
homa District Treasurer, Aud-
rey Aiken, 516 SW 63rd Ter-
race, Oklahoma City, OK 
73139. Questions about the 
Fund may be directed to 
Marilyn Laramy, Chairman, 31 
Stoneridge Drive, Ponca City, 
OK 74604-3418 

www.lwr.org
mailto:cispta@hotmail.com
mailto:LKF1226@pldi.com
mailto:jschneider@rovalue.net
www.lwml.org
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Interesting how 

everything in the 

news is centering 

on the Kenya HIV/

AIDS issue-and it’s 

one of our 

national LWML 

grants! 

Mission Grant to Kenya 

Heart-to-Heart Sisters 

Church Provides Hurricane Relief 
Slidell, Louisiana was one of 
the hardest hit by hurricane 
Katrina. Three women of the 
Enid Zone traveled to Slidell 
the week of November 21-26, 
Thanksgiving week, to be of 
help to three sister LCMS 
congregations. Pastor Timothy 
Dorsch of Fairmont coordi-
nated the effort through Okla-
homa and Kansas districts of 
the LCMS. 

All of the churches suffered 
damage to their buildings to 
some degree, with the newest 

congregation losing their tem-
porary worship location alto-
gether. The three congrega-
tions are coordinating their 
efforts to minister not only to 
their own members who suf-
fered losses, but those people 
in their community who are 
suffering from the effects of 
two hurricanes. 

While the LWML ladies fo-
cused mainly on working with 
the current staff to cook and 
serve the Thanksgiving Day 
meal, they also provided chil-

dren’s activities with a VBS-
type atmosphere on Friday.  

The women slept in tent bar-
racks on cots, and it was rec-
ommended to bring earplugs! 
They prepared food and 
served approximately 4000 
people on Thanksgiving Day. 

Watch the next issue of the 
Voice of Service for a report 
from our LWML sisters on 
their mission trip to Louisiana. 

ish for this event. Rev. Trini 
and Nelly Castaneda and Es-
merelda Rangel attended the 
last Convention Planning meet-
ing to share ideas of how the 
District could involve the 
Heart-to-Heart Sisters in the 
convention activities. We ap-
preciate their input and are 
incorporating  

Women of Cristo Rey, Okla-
homa City, and Good Shep-
herd, Tulsa met for fun, fellow-
ship and Bible study on No-
vember 19 in Tulsa. They used 
the Bible study “Quiet Time 
with God” from the Oklahoma 
District Fall Retreat at Roman 
Nose State Park. The Bible 
study was translated into Span-

Dr. Anita Scribner, and infec-
tious disease physician from 
Texas, specializing in HIV/AIDS 
care, joined the World Relief 
and Human Care Team that 
traveled to Nairobi, Kenya to 
evaluate the program of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Kenya in August, 2005. 

Scribner says “I met Rev. John 
Fale of World Relief and Hu-
man Care last February. I was 
very interested to go with 
them to Kenya to assess the 

T H E  V O I C E  O F  S E R V I C E  

HIV/AIDS problem as it relates 
to the local Lutheran church 
and their programs of care.” 
There is a tremendous need 
for orphanages around the 
slums of Nairobi. Clinics are in 
need of medication, equipment 
and training for the employees. 
The AIDS epidemic is stealing 
life from the parents and child-
hood from the children. Anti-
retrovirals cost only $6 a 
month in Kenya, but most 
people don’t have the money. 

their ideas into our convention 
plans. 

Rev. Trini coached us as we 
attempted to learn a song in 
Spanish at the Fall Retreat, and 
ooohhh, it’s hard learning a 
new language! 

A national LWML grant for 
$51,000 will go to Lutheran 
churches in Kenya and is des-
perately needed. This mission 
grant and a devotion to go 
along with it is featured on the 
Mission Advocacy and Grants 
page on our national website, 
www.lwml.org. www.lwml.org. May we con-
tinue to give cheerfully and be 
good stewards. God willing, 
we can help these brothers 
and sisters in Africa. 

We’re on the web 
Oklahoma District 

LWML 
www.oklwml.orgwww.oklwml.org 

 
National LWML 
www.lwml.orgwww.lwml.org 

www.lwml.org.
www.oklwml.org
www.lwml.org
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The 

Voice of Service 

is available on 

the web at 

www.oklwml.orgwww.oklwml.org 

Hardcopy 

subscriptions are 

$2 per year 

Enid Zone: Vice-president of Servant 
Resources Betty Reichert was the guest 
speaker at the Fall Fest held at Zion, La-
homa on October 1. The Bible study 
“Quiet Time with Jesus” was a reminder to 
spend time with Him each day. Gifts of the 
Heart items were collected for the After 
School program at Zion. Mites offering of 
$125.90 was remitted to the district treas-
urer. Election results were: Deloris 
Theimer, Secretary; Dianna Wallace, VP 
of Christian Life, Helen Johnson, VP of 
Gospel Outreach. 
Thelma Travis, President 
 
Kingfisher Zone: Fall Festival was held at 
Mt. Calvary, Watonga on Saturday, Sept. 
10th. Leona Oppel, festival chairman, 
reported an attendance of 30. Societies 
represented were El Reno, Kingfisher, 
Okarche, Guthrie and Watonga. Host 
minister Rev. Paul Schroeder lead the 
opening devotion and LWML Pastoral 
Counselor Barrie Henke also spoke. The 
Bible study “Quiet Time with Jesus” was 
lead by Sharon Bomhoff, Linda Kremeier 
and Gerry Schoelen of Okarche. 
Vice-president Lavon Friezen presided at 
the business meeting. YWR T.J. Smith and 
others spoke of their experiences at the 
Tampa Convention. Zone treasurer Julia 
Willms remitted $267 to the district treas-
urer. Donations totaled 214 lbs. for LWR, 
and a special “thank you!” given to Suzet 
Roggow and family for delivering the 
items to Wichita. Many zone members 
attended the Fall Retreat at Roman Nose 
State Park in October and wish to thank all 
the district leaders for their work. Closing 
out our Fall Festival we enjoyed a variety 
of LWR coffee flavors and played Bunco. 
Gerry Schoelen, President 
 
Lawton Zone: Held the Fall Festival at St. 
John’s, Lawton on September 17th. 
Women enjoyed the Bible study in small 
groups and came back together to hear 
about the Servant’s Heart mission in Gua-
temala City from District President Patti 
Ross. The mission was the recipient of a 
national LWML grant for its school. The 
group viewed the LWR coffee video and 
sampled blends of the free trade coffee 
promoted by the video. Lunch was pre-
pared and served by the women of St. 
John’s. District Counselor Rev. Steven 
Stoll and wife Paula attended as guests. 
 
Oklahoma City Zone: Members met at 
Our Savior, Bethany for the Fall Festival 
on October 1. President Patti and Sr. Pas-
toral Counselor Henke also attended. Zone 
president Lori Steele gave a presentation 
on her mission trip to Guatemala City with 
Patti and members of her church. The 
LWR coffee video was viewed and Fair 

Trade coffees were served. After lunch, 
attendees heard from Nelly Casteneda, 
member of the Heart to Heart Sisters com-
mittee. 
Jeannie Merrill, President 
 
Miami Zone: Fall Festival was held at 
Redeemer, Claremore on Sept. 10 with 
Bible study leaders from Faith, Owasso. 
President Patti Ross shared her mission 
trip experience to Guatemala. Karen 
Campbell of Faith, Owasso gave a slide 
and talk presentation of the mission trip to 
Guatemala. Cheri Meislahn of Bethlehem, 
Adair reported on the Mission Outreach in 
Haiti. Prior to the festival, society presi-
dents met to plan events and goals for 
2006. A bid will be presented by the Mi-
ami Zone to host the 2008 District Con-
vention at the Claremore Expo Center 
when the OK LWML convenes in Enid for 
the 2006 convention. Ladies of Faith, 
Owasso, were asked to present an invita-
tional sketch/song at this convention. 
Vice-president of Servant Resources Betty 
Reichert and Joanne Hartfield attended a 
meeting at Mt. Olive, Miami at the request 
of their president. 
Joanne Hartfield, President 
 
Panhandle Zone: Trinity, Guymon hosted 
the Fall Festival on September 24. 
Twenty-eight people attended, including 
four guests. President Myrna Lou Meyer 
welcomed women from Hooker, Buffalo, 
Boise City and Guymon as well as Pastor 
and Mrs. Barrie Henke, Edmond; Dr. Bill 
and Patti Ross, Tulsa; and Pastors Tom 
House, Hooker; Randy Foote, Buffalo; and 
Mark Wescoatt, Guymon. 
Pastor Wescoatt led the opening devotion, 
vice-president June Wadley introduced the 
Bible study and Hooker leaders Sheila 
Blankenship, Eileen Honeman and Debbie 
Bohlmann. The LWR Coffee Project video 
was shown after lunch. 
President Patti reported Oklahoma LWML 
news and a presentation on her mission 
trip to Guatemala City. Zone delegate 
Audrey House of Hooker gave a brief 
report of Tampa activities using a Power-
Point presentation set to music. 
Offering totaled $217.95 plus $25 for 
shipping LWR gifts, which totaled 2,049 
lbs. (that’s more than a ton!) Paid registra-
tions totaled $110 and as all expenses for 
food, prizes and printing were donated by 
Guymon LWML, a balance of $352.95 
was remitted to the district treasurer. 
Myrna Lou Meyer, President 
 
Ponca City Zone: The Fall Festival  was 
held Saturday, September 24 at Zion, 
Guthrie. A total of 46 attended. Every 
society in the zone was represented. The 
offering for mites was $155.28. 

Speaker Nancy West gave a moving and 
inspirational talk about Children’s Chris-
tian Concern Society. The LWR “Coffee 
Project” video was shown and information 
given to take back to the congregations. 
All societies celebrated LWML Sunday. 
Our Redeemer, Cushing, held their annual 
rummage sale; St. John, Newkirk, held 
their annual Mission Festival; Zion, Still-
water is preparing for a silent auction. 
First, Ponca City, is alternating their soci-
ety meetings each month from evening to 
afternoon in an effort to involve more 
women. 
Kathy Stephen, president 
 
Tulsa Zone: Sixty-four ladies and four 
pastors attended the Fall Festival held at 
First Lutheran, Muskogee on September 
24th. Vice–president of Communication  
Doris Schmall brought greetings from 
President Patti. Debbie Tabisz reported on 
a recent trip of several Tulsa Lutherans to 
provide missionary work and health care 
to Servant’s Heart Mission. LWR Fair 
Trade coffee was served, the LWR coffee 
video was well received. Coffee mugs 
with mug meditations were given as fa-
vors. Offering was $310.35; the LWML 
store sold $254.50. The balance of regis-
tration after expenses, in the amount of  
$174.95 was sent to the district treasurer. 
LWML Sunday was celebrated in most of 
the zone churches. Our Savior, Tulsa, 
distributed children’s mite boxes. 
Several ladies from the zone attended the 
Fall Retreat at Roman Nose State Park. 
Seven young women attended the first 
meeting of YWLWML (Young Women’s 
LWML) at Trinity, Broken Arrow. This 
ministry focuses on young women and 
teens. They meet for activities and a brief 
devotion. LWML Bible studies are shared 
with the group.  
Fifty-six kits were sent by various means 
to hurricane Katrina victims, plus three 
boxes of miscellaneous hygiene items. 
Also included were a box of baby blan-
kets, a box of school supplies, approxi-
mately $130 in Wal-Mart gift cards and 
$65 to the Orphan Grain Train. LWR 
items totaling 1965 lbs. were delivered to 
Wichita, Kansas. 
Jean Rensvold, president 

I would like to thank everyone for all 
the beautiful cards, memorials and 
prayers for me and my family fol-
lowing George’s death. Your acts of 
kindness were greatly appreciated. 
Thank you for all your support. You 
are all very special. 

Gerry Schoelen 

Please extend  
warm welcomes 
to Rev. David 
Ersland at St. 
John’s Okarche 
and Rev. Mark 
Neumann, Faith, 
Owasso. May 
God bless their 
ministries. 

New Address: 
 
District Treasurer 
Audrey Aiken 
516 SW 63rd 
Terrace 
Oklahoma City, 
OK 73139 
405.601.4957 
aikena@cox.netaikena@cox.net 

www.oklwml.org
mailto:aikena@cox.net


Speaker Peggy Grunow, from Holy Trinity, 
Edmond, had the ladies crying and laughing all 
within the span of an hour as she shared her 
experiences and insight on spiritual growth. A 
pediatrician and mother of twins, Peggy shared 
the emotional times of her life while she discov-
ered how her love for the Lord kept her 
strong. 

We had mysteries to solve, so we separated 
into groups, received our clues, and tried to 
figure out some famous—and not so famous—
women of the Bible. Each group then dressed 
up and presented their “woman of the Bible” to 
the entire group as their clues were read and 
answers shouted out. 

There was lots of laughter as Pastor Castaneda, 
wife Nelly, and Esmeralda Rangel helped us 
learn a song in Spanish at the closing service. 
The LWML store was open throughout the 
event and netted $739.36 That’s a lotta purple! 

No mysteries at this retreat! All left knowing 
they had spent quality time with their sisters in 
Christ, growing and seeking new ways to serve 
and show His love to all. Contributed by 
Brenda Finkle and Doris Schmall 

The Fall Retreat, “CSI: Christians Seeking 
Insight” was no mystery. Ladies from all over 
the state attended a weekend blessed by 
fellowship, Bible study, and an inspiring (and 
funny!) keynote address by Peggy Grunow. 
Every participant received a CSI clue kit pre-
pared by Betty Reichert that contained a 
mustache, licorice pipe, magnifying glass and 
other goodies to help them solve their re-
treat “clues”. 

We could not have asked for a prettier 
weekend. Friday night Carl Reichert grilled 
some great ’dogs, the bonfire sparked and 
popped, and s’mores were savored as Presi-
dent Patti welcomed everyone to the retreat. 
Later in the evening we gathered by the bon-
fire and were led in song by Bev Stevens 
under a full moon. Pastors Stoll and Henke 
entertained and uplifted us with their evening 
devotion. 

Saturday morning dawned bright with the 
ladies (and gentlemen) heading for the creek 
to study how to spend more “Quiet Time 
with Jesus”. Time was given to reflect and 
spend time with God in His handiwork prior 
to lunch. 

Thanks to the very busy 
ladies of Grace, Tulsa, 
we had a wonderful board meeting 
in November. Here’s a couple of 
Bev England’s recipes from our 
lunch. 

 
Winter Salad 
2 pkg. assorted romaine lettuce 
1 apple, chopped (red or green) 
1 c. sugared walnuts 
1 c. croutons 
Marinade: 2/3 c. Wishbone Italian dress-
ing, 2 tbsp. sugar, and juice from 1/2 
lemon, 1 c. dried cranberries (craisins) 
Cover and refrigerate at least 3 hours. 
Toss all of the above together immedi-
ately before serving. 
 
Chicken Chili 
In stock pot, sauté: 
1 c. chopped onion 
2 cloves garlic, chopped 
2/3 stick butter 
Add all of the following: 
4 cans chicken broth 
2 lg. cans chicken breast meat 
2 cans yellow corn, drained 
2 cans rotel tomatoes & green chilies 
2 cans pinto beans, drained 
2 cans great northern beans, drained 
1/2 c. chopped cilantro 
Pinch red pepper flakes 
Simmer 1 hour, then refrigerate over-
night. It tastes better reheated! 
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