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Nearly 100 Oklahoma LWML members, husbands and children 
attended the 34th Biennial LWML Convention in Peoria June 23-
26, 2011.  The Theme, “Being With Jesus – Living on the Edge” 
was carried out in the music, Bible study, worship and mission 
speakers.  In the Worship services led by Dr. Ken Klaus and Dr. 
Joe Meyer, women both in biblical times and today who are 
Living on the Edge were explored.  Keynote Speaker Deb Burma 
encouraged each participant to “Meet Jesus on the edge where 
He is already at work!”  The lovely Katie Stam, Miss American 
2009 challenged everyone to ask themselves “Am I as close to 
the edge as I should be?” 
 

Kay Kreklau, North Dakota District,  was elected the 17th LWML President and 19 Mission Grants 
received funding as delegates approved a Mission Goal of $1,825,000.  A complete list of Mission 
Grants can be found on page 7 or at www.oklwml.org. 
 

Several Oklahoma women had quite an impact on this convention.   
 

Patti Ross, LWML VP of Christian Life, helped with the planning and was honored introduced Dr. Reed 
Lessing, formerly of Broken Arrow as the convention Bible study leader.   
 

Marguerite Christman kept the gathering running smoothly as Convention Manager.  She was the 
hands and feet of LWML coordinating everything from the contracts, to housing, to publicity, to 
preparing budgets and more.   
 

Myrna Lou Meyer has served many years on the Mustard Seed Task Force and was often found at the 
Christian Life Exhibit.  Myrna Lou was one of the authors of the new “How Lord?” Mustard Seeds. 
 

Bev England headed up the Oklahoma Delegation that included Counselor Rev. Dwayne Schroeder, 
Young Woman Representatives Laura Price and Katie Schelp, and Delegates Mary Olsen, Suzet 
Roggow, Katie Schroeder, Judy Roggow, Carolyn Bening, Judy Pendley, Debbie Hooper and Helen 
McDonald.  President Bev was also overwhelmingly elected Chairman of the Nominating Committee 
for the 2013 national LWML elections. 
 

Nelly Castaneda and a delegation of six ladies from Cristo Rey Lutheran in Oklahoma City gave a 
presentation at the Heart to Heart Sisters training event prior to convention.  They encouraged other 
multicultural congregations to consider fundraisers like their tamale sales to defray expenses for more 
women to attend the convention. 
 

Susan Brunkow designed and crafted the Oklahoma District Banner with help from other LWML 
members from the Ponca City society. 
 

Several women took part in the “Mission in Motion” mission walk and also the Tee Up 4 Mites Golf 
Tournament.  The Oklahoma District even sponsored a hole for the tournament. 
 

Unofficially the youngest attendee at only one month old, Laura attended with her mother Elizabeth 
Whitfield, member of the Oklahoma YWR committee and her grandparents Rev. Carlton and Arlene 
Riemer of Stillwater.   

Submitted by Susan Brunkow, VP of Communication 

Gifts from the Heart TotalsGifts from the Heart TotalsGifts from the Heart TotalsGifts from the Heart Totals    
 

2,587 quilts, 2,382 towel sets, 2,795 underwear sets, 5,587 kits for men, 
women & children, 3,875 miscellaneous items, 13,205 Arch books  

Thank you for helping LWML share 30,431 Gifts from the Heart!  
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Bev England 

In the name of our Lord, I greet each one of you! 
 

The LWML Peoria Convention is now over but in my mind what I brought home from it, will not be soon forgotten.  The theme 
taken from Acts 4:13 & 20 (NKJV) "Being with Jesus, Living on the Edge" was difficult for me to consider.  That was my pre-
convention attitude but my post convention attitude has changed greatly.   
 

After the profound Bible studies by Dr. Reed Lessing, Dr. Ken Klaus the Proclaimer at Communion Worship, missionary 
speakers, LCMS Synod President, Dr. Matthew C. Harrison and former Miss America, Katie Stam, I have completely reversed 
my initial reaction to the theme and now think of it as a daily challenge and question.  My morning devotions now include the 
prayer … Dear Lord, Help me to live on the Edge for You and with You! 
 

This theme challenges each of us to “Live on the Edge with Him” by being bold in our witness, 
by putting ourselves last and others first, by accepting our God given path with grace, by doing 

for others, by giving to others in need with greater compassion and caring, and by going the extra mile. 
 

At the end of the day can you with me, ask  … “Today was I with Jesus, Living on His Edge?”  The edge that He 
provided for me or did I step back and take the easier way?  You know, not so much on the edge, more in the 

middle.  It certainly is easier and let’s face it, it is scary out there on the edge.   
 

So if that is the path we choose, the safer one, I believe it will become very narrow at the 
end of the day and we will have missed His purpose for us which is “Being with (Him) 
Jesus, Living on the Edge.”  In other words dear ones, we will have missed the best of 
what He offers us!  Come on, jump on the edge, let’s do it for Him!  

 
President Bev 

 

DDDDevoted, RRRRedeemed, EEEExclaiming 
His Love, AAAActive in prayer and 
service with MiMiMiMission hearts 

alive! 
TTTTogether EEEEveryone 
AAAAccomplishes MMMMore 

Deacon John and Karen Rumsey never expected that after her 
parents blessed them with a garage storm shelter in April, that on May 
24th that it would save their lives! When they emerged from the storm 
shelter their home in rural Guthrie was severely damaged and 
uninhabitable. The blessings do not stop there … 
 

They were helped immediately by their church family to retrieve 
household and  items vital to Karen's quilting business. Karen posted 
on Facebook that her customers quilts were not damaged in the storm. 
They have been living with friends 
and Karen was offered space in a 
quilt shop in town. When she took 
her sewing and quilting machines to 
the repair shop to be checked out, 
the serviceman said they were a 
little beat up on the outside, but the 
insides were just fine. After an e-
mail appeal  LWML members and 
congregation members from St. 
John, Okarche and Emmanuel, 
Kingfisher came on Friday May 27th 
to help continue salvaging 
household items. Karen said that 
her children finally "got" what the 
LWML does for people. These 
simple acts of assistance were a 

Kingfisher Zone PR Rep House Destroyed Kingfisher Zone PR Rep House Destroyed Kingfisher Zone PR Rep House Destroyed Kingfisher Zone PR Rep House Destroyed     
in the May 24 Tornadoin the May 24 Tornadoin the May 24 Tornadoin the May 24 Tornado————What a Blessing!What a Blessing!What a Blessing!What a Blessing!    

witness of God working through others via the LWML. 
 

Another e-mail appeal went out to the Oklahoma District LWML. On 
June 4th at the district board meeting cash donations were gathered 
from across the state. We called and were able to meet Karen in OKC. 
After sharing more about her tornado experience, her first concern was 
returning the delegate expense money for the National convention. 
When we handed Karen the envelope with the cash and checks she 
was overwhelmed. They will be able to use the money for many things, 

but she said it would help them get 
a different vehicle(s) as both of 
theirs were destroyed in the 
tornado. Donations have continued 
to come in and will soon be 
delivered to the Rumsey's. 
 

On a personal note I was the 
alternate convention delegate and 
was blessed and privileged to serve 
in Karen's place. So while there was 
a big ugly storm and there is still 
clean-up to be done—Praise God 
that all are safe and He has 
witnessed to all of us about His 
saving grace and the work of the 
LWML. 

 
Submitted by Katie Schroeder, Treasurer 

Members of the Oklahoma District LWML Board of Directors present a check 

to Karen Rumsey. Pictured from L to R: Sharon Bomhoff, Kingfisher Zone 

President; Karen Rumsey, Kingfisher PR Representative; Linda Lee Kremeier, 

VP of Human Care; and Katie Schroeder, Treasurer. 
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Pastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral Insights    
“Where is God in this?” 

I vaguely remember a sermon I heard almost ten years ago, after the events of September 11, 2001. I certainly do not remember every detail of the 
sermon, or even who gave that sermon, but I remember the direction it went. How do we reconcile the catastrophic events of life with a God who we 
describe as gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love? The pastor, I remember, told us that we should not ask, “Why 
wasn’t God here to stop this?” Instead, we should ask, “Where is God in this?”  
 

I think the reason I remember that sermon so well is that there have been plenty of times since 2001 that I could have asked the same question, “Why 
wasn’t God here to stop this?” It is maybe a natural reaction to ask that question; we want to find someone at whom we can point the finger of blame, 
so why not point it at the one who is all-powerful and all-knowing? 
 

Just this year, we could make an argument that God is slacking off on His duties of preserving and sustaining this world He created: political 
upheaval, birds falling from the sky, rivers flooding, tsunamis crashing, nuclear reactors leaking, diseases ravaging, and tornados raging. And yet, it is 
not for us to ask, “Why wasn’t God here to stop this?” Because we know from God’s Holy Word that He is not absent: 
 

† “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). 

† “Neither death nor life …nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39).  

† “I will not leave you or forsake you.” (Joshua 1:5). 
 

The list could go on and on. God is most definitely not absent. Which is why a better question is: “Where is God in this?” 
 

Now, let me tell you about a man with whom I had lunch the other day, and you will clearly see an example of how living by faith in Jesus Christ 
changes everything in how we handle calamities. 
 

This young man was from Joplin. In fact, when the tornado hit, he and his wife were in the Wal-Mart you saw in ruins on the news. When we had 
lunch, he had a cast on one arm from a steel girder that had fallen on him. His injury was minor compared to the damage inflicted on his wife, who will 
probably have back problems for life as a result of her injuries – did I mention she is due to give birth to a child any day in the hospital in Joplin that 
was left operational after the tornado?  
 

In all this, there was no despair and no hopelessness. This man and his wife saw God in the rubble and destruction of the Joplin tornado. They knew 
God had spared their lives, the life of their unborn child and the lives of so many others who could have just as easily been killed. They saw the mercy 
of God at work in the tireless efforts of those who were aiding in the recovery: in the crews cleaning up debris in 100-degree heat with no shade, as 
every tree had been broken in the swath of that tornado. And they saw an opportunity God had given them to “give an answer to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15), and they have done just that.  
 

Like a husband to his bride, God is with us in this life: for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health; not even death 
separates us from Him, and He pledges us His faithfulness. Now, knowing “God is in this” in every situation and circumstance, how does that affect 
how you see this world and how you see Him using you to remind others – in word and deed – of His gracious presence? God be with you.  
 

Rev. Eric Van Sherrill, Junior Pastoral Counselor 

Riders On The Bus Riders On The Bus Riders On The Bus Riders On The Bus ————Play, Sing, Pray, and Chat!!!Play, Sing, Pray, and Chat!!!Play, Sing, Pray, and Chat!!!Play, Sing, Pray, and Chat!!!    

The miles flew by on the way to and 
from Peoria with all the game 
playing, singing, praying & chatting 
we did! Thirty-nine LWMLers and 
Pastor Dwayne Schroeder, our 

LWML Counselor, traveled together on no ordinary ‘bus’, but on a 
deluxe motor coach.  Our very capable driver, Randall, was kind and 
thoughtful and never seemed to mind our early morning departures, 
luggage handling and shuttling at the convention. He even joined in 
our singing. God blessed us with Randall and he claimed we blessed 
him as well.  We hope so. 
 

Along with the reminiscing about our favorite convention experiences 
on the trip home, we had a special treat from Marilyn Alsip, our 
District Archivist-Historian.  She told us stories about the history of 
the Oklahoma District. Our district has a special and unique history 
and we enjoyed learning more about it.  All the LWMLers seemed to 
enjoy the camaraderie of traveling together. Friendships were 
enriched and great memories made. 
 

Submitted by Jane Scherdt, Holy Trinity, Edmond 
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Enid Zone—September 24 at St. Paul Lutheran—Enid 
Kingfisher Zone—September 17 at Trinity—El Reno 
Lawton Zone—September 24 at St. John—Lone Wolf 

Miami Zone—September 10 at Faith—Owasso 
OKC Zone—September 10 at Holy Trinity—Edmond 
Panhandle Zone—September 17 at St. John—Hooker 
Ponca City Zone—September 24 at Zion—Stillwater 

Tulsa Zone—September 24 at Immanuel—Broken Arrow 

Registration Form 

Name _________________________________  Phone __________________________ 
 

E-mail ________________________________  Young Woman _______ Teen ________ 
 

Zone _________________________________  Society __________________________ 
 

Registration Fee: $10.00        Are you a Delegate:  Yes   No  Alternate: Yes  No  
   
 

Please remit registration fee by deadline to: (Make checks payable to LWML) 

Enid Zone—Judy Roggow, 105 Red Cedar Street, Enid OK  73701-0226—Registration deadline— September 16 

Kingfisher Zone—Karen Rumsey, 2201 Edwards Drive, Guthrie, OK  73044—Registration deadline—September 9 

Lawton Zone—Sharon Greene, 4810 Winfield Circle, Lawton, OK  73507—Registration deadline—September 16 

Miami Zone—Bonnie Schulze, 1632 Blue Starr Drive, Claremore, OK  74017—Registration deadline—September 2 

Oklahoma City Zone—Jill Fischaber, 4216 NE 140th Place, Edmond, OK  73013—Registration deadline—September 2 

Panhandle Zone—Mary Olsen, 14950 FM 1262, Gruver, TX  79040—Registration deadline—September 9 

Ponca City Zone—Elizabeth Whitfield, 4 N Canyon Rim Drive, Stillwater, OK  74075—Registration deadline—September 16 

Tulsa Zone—Vicki Wing, 16870 S. Yale Avenue, Bixby, OK, 74008—Registration deadline—September 16 

Oklahoma District LWML Fall FestsOklahoma District LWML Fall FestsOklahoma District LWML Fall FestsOklahoma District LWML Fall Fests    

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”              

Colossians 3:16-17 (NKJV) 
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Oklahoma District LWML Fall RetreatOklahoma District LWML Fall RetreatOklahoma District LWML Fall RetreatOklahoma District LWML Fall Retreat    

Matthew 4:19 Matthew 4:19 Matthew 4:19 Matthew 4:19 
& Isaiah & Isaiah & Isaiah & Isaiah 
49:6b49:6b49:6b49:6b    

Motel type roomsMotel type roomsMotel type roomsMotel type rooms    
One double, two twins—private bath 
Two Handicapped rooms available 

    

RegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistration    
$55 includes room and 3 meals 

Price for 3 to a Room 
Registration begins Friday 5 pm 

    

Cell Phone and InternetCell Phone and InternetCell Phone and InternetCell Phone and Internet    
No cell phone service 
Wi-Fi available at lodge 

MealsMealsMealsMeals    
Friday night — Picnic supper 
Saturday—Breakfast and Lunch  
at the Canyon Camp Dining 

Hall 
Special Diet Requests Available 

 

Beverages and SnacksBeverages and SnacksBeverages and SnacksBeverages and Snacks    
Coffee and water provided 

Bring your own soft drinks and 
snacks 

Ice available 

Registration FormRegistration FormRegistration FormRegistration Form    
Name __________________________ Phone _____________ Email ______________  
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
Room Mate Preference __________________Special Diet Requests _______________ 
Registration Fee — $55 (postmarked by October 6)  $65 (after October 6) 
 

Remit registration and fee to:  (Make checks payable to OK LWML) 
Linda Lee Kremeier, Rt. 4, Box 122, Okarche, OK  73762 

Camp
fire an

d Sing
ing

Camp
fire an

d Sing
ing

Camp
fire an

d Sing
ing

Camp
fire an

d Sing
ing    

Prayer
 Walk

Prayer
 Walk

Prayer
 Walk

Prayer
 Walk    

Bible S
tudy

Bible S
tudy

Bible S
tudy

Bible S
tudy    

    

October 21 & 22, 2011October 21 & 22, 2011October 21 & 22, 2011October 21 & 22, 2011    
Canyon Camp and Conference CenterCanyon Camp and Conference CenterCanyon Camp and Conference CenterCanyon Camp and Conference Center————Hinton, OklahomaHinton, OklahomaHinton, OklahomaHinton, Oklahoma    

Canyon Camp Phone Canyon Camp Phone Canyon Camp Phone Canyon Camp Phone ————    405405405405----542542542542----6967696769676967    
For Emergencies OnlyFor Emergencies OnlyFor Emergencies OnlyFor Emergencies Only————Camp Director Phone Camp Director Phone Camp Director Phone Camp Director Phone ————    405405405405----542542542542----6961696169616961    

DirectionsDirectionsDirectionsDirections————GPS Coordinates: N 35 24.745, W 98 18.159 www.okumcministries.org/Camps/canyon.html 

Bring your Bible

Bring your Bible

Bring your Bible

Bring your Bible    
LWML Store

LWML Store

LWML Store

LWML Store    
YWR and Teen Activities

YWR and Teen Activities

YWR and Teen Activities

YWR and Teen Activities    
Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!    
Fellowship and FoodFellowship and FoodFellowship and FoodFellowship and Food    

Craft ActivitiesCraft ActivitiesCraft ActivitiesCraft Activities    
    

And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men”. Matthew 4:19 

I will make you a light for the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth. Isaiah 49:6b 

Detailed directions and map on separate page. 

Volume 44 Issue 2 
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From Oklahoma City: Take I-40 west from Oklahoma city approx. 50 
miles. From I-40 take exit 104, Methodist Road. Travel south 8 miles 
(passing through a stop sign at the junction of Methodist Road and 
HWY 37). The highway will curve to the left (east) and you will need 
to turn right at the Canyon Camp sign. Follow this road 1.5 miles. 
When you reach the top of the hill another Canyon Camp sign will 
direct you to turn right (west) and proceed down into the canyon. 
From Clinton: Take I-40 East from Clinton approx. 40 miles. From I-
40 take exit 104; Methodist Road. Travel south 8 miles (passing 
through a stop sign at the junction of Methodist Road and HWY 37). 
The highway will curve to the left (east) and you will need to turn right 
at the Canyon Camp sign. Follow this road 1.5 miles. When you 
reach the top of the hill another Canyon Camp sign will direct you to 
turn right (west) and proceed down into the canyon. 
From Woodward: Take US-270 South from Woodward approx. 92 
miles to I-40. Take I-40 East 5 miles. From I-40 take exit 104; 
Methodist Road. Travel south 8 miles (passing through a stop sign at 
the junction of Methodist Road and HWY 37). The highway will curve 
to the left (east) and you will need to turn right at the Canyon Camp 
sign. Follow this road 1.5 miles. When you reach the top of the hill 
another Canyon Camp sign will direct you to turn right (west) and 
proceed down into the canyon. 

Ladies, mark your calendars and follow my rhyme, 
You will enjoy the fellowship and learning time; 
Bait your hooks and join the fun, 
Hooked by Jesus is for everyone. 
 

There will be Bible study, crafts, and singing, 
We will keep those ole rafters ringing; 
With songs of praise and joy and then, 
We'll learn how to be better "fishers of men". 
 

Only $55 for 1 night and 2 days 
Of learning about Jesus and singing His praise; 
With prayer walks and study and being with friends, 
You'll wish the retreat days would never end! 
 

See you Oct. 21 and 22 at  
Canyon Camp near Hinton, OK. 

 
Submitted by Joyce Von Dielingen, VP of Christian Life 

Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund     
 

Your hearts for missions keep us going and growing.  The District Board of Directors met 
June 4 and the updating of various Guidelines were on the agenda for discussion.  Although 
the Special Gifts Committee Guidelines were not updated at this time, it is always good to 
review for future needs. The general purpose of this committee is to receive gifts and 
bequests and to use them for the mission and ministry of the LWML and the Oklahoma 
District.  Gifts and bequests may be made upon special terms or conditions or containing 
limitations or directions as to the investment or use of the substance of the gift, the use or 
accumulation of the income, provided that such are acceptable to the Oklahoma District 
LWML Board of Directors.  Acknowledgment of the receipt of each gift and contribution is 
made both to the donor, and the person being honored or to the family or friend of the one 
being remembered.  
Donations to the Special Gifts Fund during the period February 1, 2011 through May 31, 
2011 
 Gifts in Memory of    Gifts in Honor of 
 Irene Kremeier     A. J. Phillips 
 Freda Reinhardt 
 Betty Goodwin 
 Betty Robinson 
 Trudy Arnegard 
 

The service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also 
overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.    2 Cor. 9:12 NIV  
  

The account has increased by donations of $282, recycling fund $509.67 and interest 
earned of $136.41.  A disbursement was made for National Mites.  This brings the current 
balance in the LCEF StewardAccount on April 30, 2011 to $34,073.28. 
Gifts may be sent to Lanece Young, OK LWML Financial Secretary.  Questions may be 
directed to Krystine Gibson, Chairman        

Submitted by Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

Oklahoma District LWML Retreat Map and Directions Oklahoma District LWML Retreat Map and Directions Oklahoma District LWML Retreat Map and Directions Oklahoma District LWML Retreat Map and Directions 
Canyon Camp and Conference Center in HintonCanyon Camp and Conference Center in HintonCanyon Camp and Conference Center in HintonCanyon Camp and Conference Center in Hinton    
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Student ConnectStudent ConnectStudent ConnectStudent Connect    
 

Help your college students connect to the 
Lutheran Student Ministry on their campus! 

 

-Go to www.lcmscampusministry.org/
StudentConnect.php 

 

-Fill in the online Student Contact information form 
 (May include address, phone, email and 

Facebook information) 
 

-Click Submit 
 

-The information will securely and confidentially 
be forwarded to the campus minister at the 
student’s specific college, who will then 
 contact them with how to get involved. 

 

For more information you can visit 
www.lcmscampusministry.org or send an email to 

campusmission@yahoo.com. 

Mustard SeedsMustard SeedsMustard SeedsMustard Seeds    
 

Four new sets of Mustard Seeds premiered at the Peoria Convention in June.  Sample 
devotions from each set were given to those who visited the Christian Life booth, and all 
will be available for purchase at the Fall Fests or through the LWML Catalog. 
 
Joyful, Joyful, written by Pastor Larry and Shari Miller, formerly of Mustang, centers on 
familiar hymns.  Each devotion contains a reminder of God's love, care, and protection 
both in scripture and in the hymn verses. 
 
Simple Trust is printed in a colorful, eye-catching vertical format.  Each devotion begins 
with a clever question that leads into a scripture-based example of trust in God.  Elaine 
Bickel, a teacher and school principal from Michigan, is the author. 
 
Colorful nativity scenes illustrate The Joy of Christmas by Kansas City author Patricia 
Mitchell.  These devotions were first seen from Advent through Epiphany on the LWML 
website.  An early Christmas gift could include this holiday set. 
 
How, Lord? was written by Marcia Gomulka and Myrna Lou Meyer.  Each devotion 
centers on a difficulty in life--trusting in God's power, finding strength for the day, facing 

fears, healing a broken heart.  Scripture 
verses and the concluding prayer help 
the reader to know that God is the One 
who has powerful answers to life's 
questions. 

 

Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer 

Volume 44 Issue 2 

The following mission grants were chosen for the 2011-2013 biennium:  

1. Support for Lutheran Orphanages – Haiti .................................................................................................................................. $70,000  
2. Lutheran Braille Workers Plate Embossing Device .................................................................................................................. $100,000  
3. Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) Spread God’s Word Through Print and Audio........................................................................ $97,344  
4. Outreach to At-Risk Children – Detroit, Michigan ....................................................................................................................... $55,000  
5. Cancer Care Package Ministry ................................................................................................................................................. $100,000  
6. Crow Indian Ministry – Montana ................................................................................................................................................. $69,999.64  
7. Exodus 2:6 Project: Spiritual Care in Disasters – Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma.......................................................................... $50,000  
8. Children’s Nutrition and Care – Vietnam ..................................................................................................................................... $72,255  
9. Grace Place for LCMS International Missionaries ...................................................................................................................... $75,000  
10. Pregnancy Center: Newborn Protection – Malaysia, Southeast Asia ....................................................................................... $54,500  
11. The Lutheran Malaria Initiative – Kenya, East Africa .............................................................................................................. $100,000  
12. Two Graduate Scholarships for International/Minority Students –Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri............................. $50,000  
13. Project JOEL – Outreach to Youth – Central/South America .................................................................................................... $75,000  
14. Children’s Developmental Disabilities Group Home and Rehabilitation Center – Dominican Republic .................................. $100,000  
15. Missionary Family Care and Education .................................................................................................................................. $100,000  
16. Gospel Outreach Through Open Arms Child Care ................................................................................................................... $65,000  
17. Haskell Indian Nations University Lutheran Campus Ministry Expansion – Lawrence, Kansas..............................................$100,000  
18. Financial Support for LCMS Prison and Jail Ministry Conference ........................................................................................... $27,500  
19. Physical and Spiritual Nourishment for the Impoverished – United States/Mexico Border. (revised amt)...Partially funded …$27,970.36  

2011201120112011----2013 LWML Mission Mite Goal 2013 LWML Mission Mite Goal 2013 LWML Mission Mite Goal 2013 LWML Mission Mite Goal     
During the LWML Convention held in Peoria in June, the delegates voted for a Mission Mite Goal of 
$1,825,000. A complete list of the grants selected is on www.lwml.org. We pray that as we step out in faith 
that the women of the LWML will honor that goal with their prayers and mites during the next biennium. 
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The Lutheran World Relief has recently 
changed the contents of kits. Please make a 
note of these as you prepare kits to send. 
 

School Kits 
 

� Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide– or 
college–ruled paper approximately 8” x 
10”; no loose-leaf paper. 

 

� One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 
centimeters on one side and inches on 
the other 

� One pencil sharpener 
 

� One eraser approximately 2 1/2” long 
 

� One blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 

 

� Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; 
secure together with a rubber band 

 

� Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure 
together with a rubber band 

 

� One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 

� One sturdy drawstring backpack-style 
cloth bag approximately 14” x 17” with 
shou lder  s t raps  (no 
s tandard backpacks) ; 
recommended fabr ics 
include heavy cotton, 
canvas, denim, and twill. 

Attention! 

Personal Care Kits 
 

� One light-or medium-weight bath-size 
towel (approximately 52” x 27”);dark color 
recommended 

� Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 
oz.) of soap, any brand, in 
original wrapping 

� One adult-size toothbrush 
in its original packaging* 

� One sturdy comb, remove packaging 
� One metal nail clippers, remove packaging 
 

  *Toothbrush multi-packs may be used  
  by sealing an individual toothbrush in  
  a business-size envelope; no plastic  
  bags or wrap. 
 

Fabric Kits 
 

� Two pieces of cotton or 
cotton-blend fabric (no 
k n i t s  o r  1 0 0 % 
polyester); fabric should have no stains or 
holes and be cut into pieces measuring:  

   2 1/4 yards of 60” fabric, or 
   3 yards of 44” fabric, or  
   4 yards of 36” fabric 
 

� Two spools of matching or neutral-colored 
   general purpose thread, 250-300 yards          
   each. 

Baby Care Kits 
 

� Two lightweight cotton t-shirts 
� Two long– or short-sleeved gowns or 

sleepers (without feet) 
� Two receiving blankets, medium-weight 

cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted 
with lightweight yarn, up to 52” 

� Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 
� One jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a 

hood, or include a baby cap 
� Two pairs of socks 
� One hand towel, dark 

color recommended 
� Two bath-size bars (4 

to 5 oz.) of gentle soap, 
in original wrapping 

� Two diaper pins or 
large safety pins. 

 
 

NOTE:  Visit www.lwr.org for a pattern for 
the drawstring backpack and for more 
information on the kits, quilts and packing 
the items sent.  
You may also call 1-800-597-5972 for a 

Take Note Important NoticeImportant NoticeImportant NoticeImportant Notice————LWR Kit ChangesLWR Kit ChangesLWR Kit ChangesLWR Kit Changes    

The District Convention Planning Committee met March 4 to set the theme of the Oklahoma District Convention 2012. It will be held at the 
Dominion House in Guthrie, Oklahoma on April 13 & 14, 2012. The theme “You Will Be My Witnesses”, is based on Acts 1:8.  

Mark your calendars now for this District event. 

District LWML Convention 2012District LWML Convention 2012District LWML Convention 2012District LWML Convention 2012    

“Lutheran Women in Mission” was certainly obvious at 
the Peoria Convention as there were five opportunities 
to monetarily support missions. Here is a report given 
as of June 28, 2011 by LWML Treasurer, Helen Miller. 

 

Mission in Motion Pledge Walk—For 2011-2013 Mission Goal—$56,806.96 
“Tee Up 4 Mites” Golf Benefit—For 2011-2012 Mission Goal—$7,332.06 
Offering #1—For 2011-2013 Mission Goal—$47,388.33 
Offering #2—Three Mission Central Projects—$37,273.04 
 Mission Central, Mapleton, Iowa, supports LCMS mission projects that 
 otherwise would not have funding. 
Offering #3—Amigos de Cristo Mission Outreach Project—32,172.12 
 A mission outreach chartered in 2009 in response to a huge influx of 
 Hispanic workers in Sedalia, Missouri. 
Offering #4—Special Ministry Pastor Program (SMP)—32,078.98 
 Program at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and Concordia Theological 
 Seminary, Ft. Wayne, forms men for pastoral ministry utilizing distance 
 education. 

Kristen Brunkow of Ponca 
City, daughter of Susan 
Brunkow, was thrilled to find 
her picture on the new 
LWML Brochure "The Face 
of LWML”. The brochure 
stresses that "Mission 
minded women of all ages, 
cultures, and backgrounds 
come together for a com-

mon goal of service to Christ through the LWML." Kristen's photo 
was from the Teen LWML dinner at the Portland Convention. This 
is the second time Kristen has been pictured on a national LWML 
brochure. She was four years old when she was on the front of the 
1997 “Lutheran Women in Mission Stepping Ahead” Brochure.  

Kristen, top left. 

Oklahoma Teen Appears Oklahoma Teen Appears Oklahoma Teen Appears Oklahoma Teen Appears 
in LWML Brochurein LWML Brochurein LWML Brochurein LWML Brochure    

Giving HeartsGiving HeartsGiving HeartsGiving Hearts    
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Young Woman Representatives At ConventionYoung Woman Representatives At ConventionYoung Woman Representatives At ConventionYoung Woman Representatives At Convention    

Food for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the Soul    
Wow! Back from the “mountain top” experience in Peoria to the sizzling plains of Oklahoma and the “dog days” of 
summer. These days are long, hot and grueling. If you are a farmer you must work out in the heat, dust and sun. 

In Genesis 3:19a the Lord says “by the sweat of your brow you will eat your food”. This passage 
reminds us of our sin and then of our wonderful Savior. So even the “dog days” are a blessing from 
God. They make us appreciate the blessings of air conditioning, a glass of cold lemonade, and the 
shade of a big old tree. And we enjoy the cool breezes and gentle rains of fall even more. Most 
especially, we appreciate the work of our loving and merciful Savior from sin. For one day we will 
enjoy eternal days in heaven with Him. Thank you, Lord, for summer and even its “dog days”. 

 

Submitted by Joyce Von Dielingen, VP of Christian Life 

I would like to thank the wonderful ladies of the Oklahoma District 
for their trust and the opportunity to represent them as a YWR in 
Peoria. The convention and bus trip were fantastic experiences 
that still have me glowing and committed to step forward, off the 
edge! 
 

Our YWR class of more than 60 ladies was a special part of my 
experience at the convention. I had a great time getting to know 
most of them and spending time sharing ideas to take home to 
our communities. Thanks to our amazing advisors that kept us prepared and where we 
were supposed to be, we were also able to be involved with several servant activities 
including donating blood, marking Bibles, as well as tying quilts and fleece blankets. 
These ladies had strong and thoughtful ideas that will contribute to the future of our 
LWML. 
 

Granted, the convention was chaotic at times for the YWRs and every minute was 
accounted for (ok, every second), but being around so many driven and inspired women 
who were living on the edge was energizing; watching them reaching out, stepping out, 

and speaking out to make it their own LWML. It was wonderful to see that no matter who they were or what service they offered at home, we 
eagerly met each other on common ground, ready to grow. 
 

More than 5,000 Lutherans joined together our first evening in a beautiful worship service that included communion. Just the dynamics of planning 
and organizing communion on that scale is simply awesome. The following day, while sitting on the convention floor with our delegation and 
president we had an education in parliamentary procedure and soaked in the grand scale of a convention from another view. 
 

By far, I would have to say that the most memorable moments for me at the convention were just that – moments. There were convincing 
moments while listening to Katie Stam (Miss America 2009) speak at lunch with our YWR group, and then again as Friday evening’s Inspirational 
Speaker. She still has me asking myself if I am doing enough. I had reflective moments after listening to our Missionary Speakers and considering 
how much light Andrea has added to such dark places in our world, when I was reminded of the blessings and experiences our Lord has offered to 
me and where He is leading me with my God given tools. Moments of personal connections gave me a treasure of friends whom I hope to 
encourage and stay in touch with as we each grow in our faith. And most dear to me were the moments to witness the gentle greatness in so many 
women that have been a part of LWML history and how God is working in each of their lives, or was working in their life right in front of me. God is 
so GREAT! 
 

The details of what this organization accomplishes each year is staggering!  This is not our grandmother’s little group at church – LWML IS EACH 
OF US and is nation-wide with world-wide effects; Grandmothers, mothers, daughters, spouses, aunts, nieces, and others are part of the LWML. 
There is so much to yet be done, lives to touch with a strong desire to share the legacies and history of this group with each of you as our sisters. 
I have been blessed immeasurably by this experience and by the company of ladies that I was able to meet along the way and I can’t wait to join 

each of you in Pittsburgh in 2013! 
Submitted by Laura  Price, Young Woman Representative 

From left to right: Oklahoma YWR’s Laura Price, Katie Schelp 

with President Bev England. 
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Tulsa Teens Tulsa Teens Tulsa Teens Tulsa Teens 
Collect Items for Collect Items for Collect Items for Collect Items for 
Child Abuse Child Abuse Child Abuse Child Abuse 
NetworkNetworkNetworkNetwork    

You know it’s a good thing when everyone wants to help!  The Tulsa area Friends Into Serving 
Him® Teen LWML groups have been collaboratively collecting items for the Child Abuse 
Network (CAN).  Upon hearing about their efforts, Miami Zone President, Cherie Meislahn, 
thought of a great idea! How about this mission being the Gifts from the Heart at the LWML 
Tulsa Area Tri-Zone Spring Fling?!  The result was a huge success with over 100 stuffed 
animals, 30 journals and 20 packages of diapers being collected. Thanks Cherie for thinking of 
this! 
 

The director of CAN was very grateful for the amount collected and overwhelmed at the love 
and support repeatedly shown by the Teen LWML.  CAN exists to reduce the trauma that 
typically accompanies a child abuse investigation.  The Tulsa based organization delivers a 
highly effective alternative to the historic process by bringing multiple agencies together in a 
single, safe and comforting environment for children in crisis.  For more information about ways 
you or your group can help, see their website at www.childabusenetwork.org. 

 

Ssubmitted by Kari Clark, LWML Teen Coordinator 

The Voice of Service 

Want to Start a  
Teen LWML Group? 

Kari Clark and Delia Hansen would 
LOVE an invitation to come talk to your 
congregation or LWML Society about 
Teen LWML!   Please contact Delia 
Hansen at 405-550-6676 or Kari Clark 
at 918- 607-4175 to schedule a visit at 
your convenience. 

Registering Teen LWML GroupsRegistering Teen LWML GroupsRegistering Teen LWML GroupsRegistering Teen LWML Groups    
Friends Into Serving Him® is a registered trademark of the LWML and is thereby 
the property of the LWML. The Friends Into Serving Him® Task Force (from the 
National LWML Committee) has asked that all Teen LWML groups register with 

them.  Each Teen group needs “permission” to use the Friends Into Serving Him® name and the 
use of the Logo, which is also a registered trade mark.  

 

Registering is simple with the use of a registration form. The Oklahoma District is working with the 
current Teen LWML groups to get them registered.  Please keep in mind, that any new Teen LWML 
Groups should contact Delia Hansen or Kari Clark to obtain registration information.   

Teen Attends First LWML Convention in PeoriaTeen Attends First LWML Convention in PeoriaTeen Attends First LWML Convention in PeoriaTeen Attends First LWML Convention in Peoria    
Corina Paschal, teen member from Our Savior Lutheran Church in Tulsa, attended her first national LWML Convention in Peoria. Corina traveled 
on the LWML bus with her grandmother, Jean Sappington, and 40 women from the Oklahoma City and Tulsa areas. 
 

The two-day trip involved lots of fun playing games and singing songs. Upon their arrival in Peoria on Thursday afternoon Corina took part in the 
Servant Connection which had the choice of 12 hands-on activities. Thursday evening found Corina worshipping with thousands of fellow 
Christians at the Opening Worship Service and expressed what an awesome experience that was! 
 

On Friday and Saturday, Corina spent her time at the "Camp BWJ" (Being with Jesus) where she participated in special programming just for 
teens. They sang songs, played games, visited a water park, went Go-Karting at Kartville and participated in Bible study with Ongoing 
Ambassadors for Christ. Corina says her favorite memories are the two servant activities: The first activity was a visit to a men's Homeless Shelter 
where she and 30 other teens cooked a meal. The second servant activity was visiting a local children’s hospital where they decorated activity 
bags and distributed them to the children. 
 

Evening activities included an inspirational time spent with Katie Stam, Miss America 2009 and listening to creative and original Christian songs by  
Sibling Harmony, a family music group from Central Illinois.  
 

Corina describes her experience as an awesome adventure and she would like to encourage other teens to attend and experience the fellowship in 
celebrating their faith with other women/teens in Christ.  

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Teen LWML Coordinator 

Teen Starter Kit Teen Starter Kit Teen Starter Kit Teen Starter Kit     
The Teen LWML website has a new product on 
line to help Teen LWML Groups.  The “Friends 
Into Serving Him® Starter Kit for LWML Teen 
Groups” was designed as a tool to help Teen 
LWML groups get started, as well as to help 
current groups.    

 

The kit is full of ideas and suggestions for how 
to form a traditional Friends Into Serving Him® 
group and/or to involve teens in other ways. 
The cover page provides a list of the contents.  
Check this out—you’ll find all kinds of helpful 
information! 
 

 You can find all of the documents on the 
LWML website: 
www.lwml.org/resources/teens/docs/starter-
kit/complete-kit-c.pdf. Individual documents can 
be viewed and copied or the entire kit can be 
downloaded and printed. 



Mission Grants for 2010Mission Grants for 2010Mission Grants for 2010Mission Grants for 2010----2012 2012 2012 2012     
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Grant                 Amount   Paid 
 
1. Oklahoma Ministerial Students           $14,000  $ 7,000 

2. Water Purification Systems—Guatemala        $  5,000  $ 5,000 

3. Joint Seminary Student Assistance         $12,000  $12,000 

4. MEND Medical Clinic—Tulsa           $  5,000  $ 5,000 

5. Concordia Seminary Food Bank—St. Louis       $10,000  $10,000 

6. Oklahoma District Missions           $  6,000 

7. Oklahoma District Professional Church Workers Scholarship Fund  $12,000  $ 6,000 

8. Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc.            $  3,000  $ 3,000 

9. Body & Soul Care for Women & Children—India      $  8,000 

10. M.O.S.T. Ministries Water Outreach Project       $  2,550  $ 2,550 

11. Pastors and Vicars Wives’ Retreat          $  1,400  $1,400 

12. Veterans of the Cross—Aid for Retired Church Workers    $  4,000 

13. School Supplies and Equipment—Guinea, Africa (Partial Funding)  $  2,525  $ 2,525 

14. Chapel Roofs—Africa (Partial Funding)        $  2,525  $ 2,525 

               TOTAL  $88,000  $57,000 

Laundry Mites 
Our giver discovers us 
in pockets as she does 
the laundry … and what 
she finds goes into 
the Mite Box with a 
prayer. “Dear Lord, 
thank you for my 

modern conveniences, 
my home and family. 
May these mites  be a 
blessing as they join 
others  for helping 
spread your Word 

through  our mission 
grants. Amen.  

14. Chapel Roofs 14. Chapel Roofs 14. Chapel Roofs 14. Chapel Roofs ––––    Africa Africa Africa Africa     
The congregations in Africa want to reach out to their mostly Muslim communities with the Gospel.  It is 
only when they have a permanent building that the community members realize that Christianity is there 
to stay.  The congregations provide the materials and labor to build the church walls, but they cannot 
afford to put a strong, permanent roof on the buildings.  Congregations in six different countries are 
waiting to put roofs on their church buildings. The average cost of one roof is $650.  If no roof is 
available, a congregation may get a tarp, which costs $65.  This grant will provide funding for roofs for 
these churches. 

1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students Grant 1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students Grant 1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students Grant 1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students Grant     
Members of the Oklahoma District LCMS enrolled as Seminary/SMP students at either the Ft. Wayne or St. Louis Seminary are eligible for this 
grant to assist in lessening the financial stress of obtaining a theological degree.  This amount is divided equally among eligible students at $7,000 
per year during the biennium. 

10. MOST Ministries Water Outreach Project10. MOST Ministries Water Outreach Project10. MOST Ministries Water Outreach Project10. MOST Ministries Water Outreach Project    
MOST (Mission Opportunities Short Term) Ministries, an LCMS Recognized Service Organization, plans to send volunteer teams to share the 
Gospel message of the saving grace of Jesus Christ while building latrines and water filtration systems.  These funds will purchase supplies for the 
building of one community latrine, 15 family water filtration systems, and materials to teach basic hygiene and elementary treatment for diarrhea in 
a community in a developing country.  

Reminder 
Submission of Mission Grant Applications are due by September 30, 2011.  You can find the guidelines and application form on  

www.oklwml.org, Quick Links, Forms, Grant Guidelines and Application. The address of where to submit your application is on the form. The 
Missions Grants Committee will be reviewing all grant applications submitted and will make recommendations to the Board of Directors for 

approval. Those selected will appear on the ballot at the Oklahoma District LWML Convention in 2012. 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

LWML Convention Played in Peoria!!LWML Convention Played in Peoria!!LWML Convention Played in Peoria!!LWML Convention Played in Peoria!!    


