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Registration remains open for the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
Convention in Albuquerque June 22– 25. Customize your experience by signing up 
for a Servant Activity on Thursday, an Info Gathering on Friday at noon, the Friday 
evening Mission in Motion, and/or a Special Luncheon on Saturday. For more 
information, visit the website at www.lwml.org/2017-convention or the 2016 Winter 
issue of the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly.  

From www.lwml.org/2017-convention 
 

    

More info inside this issue 

Turn to pages 4 and 5 of this issue of The Voice of Service 
for details on what to take, where to be, and how to dazzle 
at LWML’s 75th Anniversary Celebration.  

 
 

Mission Goal Reaches New Heights!   
ST. LOUIS, April 3, 2017 -- The Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) 
announced the LWML 2015-2017 Mission Goal of $2 million was met and 
surpassed!  

 

President Patti Ross (Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa) shared, "Praise and 
thanksgiving to God! Through Mite Box offerings and generous responses to our 
Lord's blessings, LWML will be able to fund all 19 grants chosen by the Des 
Moines Convention in 2015. In humble adoration and with praise to our faithful 
God, we dedicate these dollars to Him for the work of missionaries and ministries 
around the world who work to spread the saving message of Christ's love and 
forgiveness."   
  

Mite offerings, along with donations from other LWML supporters, will help 
continue to fund the mission grants selected at the LWML Convention in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. In addition to Mite Box offerings, donations can be 
made to the LWML in the following ways: 
 

 Donate online at http://www.lwml.org/donate-online or by clicking on the 
"Donate" button on the LWML website; 

 Electronic, automated mite offerings may be given at http://www.lwml.org/joyful
-response; 

 Donations to the endowment fund at http://www.lwml.org/endowment-fund; 

 Planned gifts at http://www.lwmlgiftplan.org/; 

 Searches and shopping on the web generate donations through Goodsearch at 
www.goodsearch.com or through www.goodshop.com; 

 Purchases through an Amazon account generate donations at 
www.smile.amazon.com; and 

 Thrivent members may direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® at www.thrivent.com/
thriventchoice or by calling 1-800-847-4836. 

 

From LWML News Release #65 
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LWML Oklahoma District members, we are about ready to GO to Albuquerque for the 75
th
 

Anniversary of LWML!!  

 

The bus will be full with riders and many of you are carpooling with friends and family. The YWRs 
will hit the ground running with lots of activities.  

 

Servant activities, our district caucus, and group picture will take place on Thursday, June 22 
(Check your convention booklet for the time and place.) Our LWML Oklahoma District is sponsoring 
a hole in Tee Up 4 Mites on Wednesday.   

 

I hope to see LWML Oklahoma District well represented at the Mites in Motion Pledge Walk on 
Friday at 5 p.m.  

 

A Dazzle Parade of past presidents, our pastoral counselor, and YWRs will take place on Saturday at 7 p.m.  I want to 
encourage all of you to bring some sort of noisemaker (cowbells, whistles, horns, clappers) to let the convention 
attendees know that Oklahoma District is present, excited, and very noisy! Purple cowboy hats will mark our entry!  

 

The 2017 LWML National Convention theme is “Jesus Christ above all” – “Therefore God has highly exalted Him and 
bestowed on Him the name that is above every name” (Philippians 2:9, ESV). We will study God’s Word, fellowship, 
learn about wonderful mission opportunities, select Mission Grants, and elect new officers under President Patti’s 
leadership.  

 

So, as you get ready to GO to Albuquerque, don’t forget to pray over the delegates, the candidates, and the mission 
grants. Don’t forget to bring your open heart, an item or two for Gifts from the Heart, and a noisemaker.  

 

We will have so much to TELL after convention as we continue to SERVE JOYFULLY!  

 

Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 
President Dianna Just 

Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality (Romans 12:11b-13 ESV). 

 

Dianna Just,  
President 

Food for the Soul 

 
 

Conversations can be 
enjoyable, informative, 
stimulating, educational, 
encouraging, frustrating, and 
sometimes confusing. You 
can have a conversation 
with anyone who is willing to 
engage in the activity. 
Conversations require both 
speaking and listening. The 
greatest conversationalist is 
our Father in heaven. His 
words instruct, correct, and 
encourage. His listening 
skills are impeccable. Open 
your Bible; listen as God 
speaks; and engage in 
conversation with Him 
through prayer.  

 
Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr,  

Vice President of Christian Life 

 

Your YWR “Eureka!” Moment  

 

Looking for something easy and fun to do with young women? Try Prayer and Pigment. 
Download bookmarks to color or adult coloring pages, adding "pigment" to them. As 
you color, pray for someone. When you change colors, change your prayer to another 
person. It is a great way to relieve stress. Donate the bookmarks to your local library for 
distribution to patrons, or the pages to nursing homes to brighten environments.  

 

Submitted by Tish Mindemann, VP of Special Focus Ministries  
 

Nominations for 2018-2020 Officers Now Open 

The Oklahoma District Nominating Committee requests nominations for the following 
district positions: Vice President of Christian Life, Vice President of Communication, 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and Junior 
Pastoral Counselor. Nominees’ names should be given to society presidents by June 1, 
2017.  Delegates to the LWML Oklahoma District Convention, to be held in Lawton in 
April 2018, will vote on candidates for these offices.  

Save the Date: Fall Retreat  
Canyon Camp and Conference Center 

31600 Camp Road, Hinton, OK 
October 20-21, 2017 

“Lavender Springs Spa” 



 

Security in Christ 
  
A few weeks ago, my wife Wendy and I were in Ireland on vacation. My favorite place we 
visited was called Bunratty Castle near Shannon. This is as authentic as you can get to 
being in a medieval village, and they insisted on everything there being the real thing. 
  

Looking at a real castle is impressive, knowing this structure that stands sturdy and strong 
today is hundreds of years old. Everything, from the huge stones to the large oak doors, 
even the design of the spiral stairs reaching to the top of the entire castle, is about 
security. 
  

In fact, a castle is built for only one reason, and that reason is safety and protection. The 
builders wanted to make an attack from an enemy as difficult as possible. Standing inside, 
I could see that the builders were successful, as these structures are magnificent even 

today. 
  

Now, speaking of today, we have little need for a castle. It might be an interesting tourist stop, but it serves no practical 
purpose. A castle would be no match for today’s weaponry. In reality, it would be a death trap. So, where do we go 
today for security? Where do we find protection? Who will stand strong for us in our time of need? 
  

The answer, of course, is a crucified and risen Savior who gave His life that we might be saved. The Apostle Paul tells 
us in Ephesians 6…be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places (Ephesians 6:10-12, ESV). 
  

Jesus is our protection, Jesus is our security, our safety, He is our castle. In Him we have the forgiveness of sins and 
the free gift of life.  Amen. 
 

Rev. Mark Bersche, Junior Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights 

On May 14 we celebrated Mother’s Day. The following Thursday our 
congregation had a funeral for a dear member. The next Sunday at our 
church we had a full service which kicked off with a baptism, continued to 
honor our graduates and concluded with Holy Communion. Next weekend 
we will celebrate those who paid the ultimate price for our freedom on 
Memorial Day. 

 

Our weeks and our days are filled with special occasions - those times when 
we recognize special people, achievements, seasons, and moments in our 
lives. We may often find ourselves at a loss as we consider how to mark 
those moments. 
  

The LWML Oklahoma District has one answer in the Special Gifts Fund. It 
provides a place for donations and memorials honoring special people or 
occasions as a thank offering for the blessings that they have been in our 
lives. It is also the perfect recipient for testamentary gifts as we plan to leave 
a legacy to God’s faithfulness. 

 

During the past quarter, the fund has received gifts in loving memory of 
Darlene Reinhardt, Sandra Meitler, Herbert Kaiser and Helen Nobis.  

 

If you have questions, please contact Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts 
Chairman at oklwmlsg@gmail.com. Gifts may be sent to Oklahoma District 
LWML Financial Secretary Katie Schroeder, P. O. Box 573, Okarche, OK 
73762-0573. 

g 

Submitted by Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts Chairman   

Special Gifts Fund 
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Rev. Mark Bersche,  
Pastoral Counselor 

Above: Beautiful note cards, 
devotions for teens, and many 
resources are available for you today 
by going to www.lwml.org/home, then 
clicking on Shop LWML. 
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Get Your Team Together 
for this Pre-convention 
Event 

Join fellow golfers in what has become an 
LWML tradition since it first appeared at 
the Peoria Convention in 2011. This pre-
convention event will be played on 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017, at the Arroyo 
del Oso Golf Course located at 7001 
Osuna Road NE, Albuquerque. Deadline 

to reserve your spot or to sponsor a hole is June 12. Registration at the 
event and a continental breakfast will begin at 7 am. Tee time will be 8 am. 
All funds raised from this golf outing will go towards the 2017-2019 mission 
grant goal, the funds placed in a giant Mite Box during the convention. 
Register now at www.lwml.org/2017-convention. Scroll down for the link to 
information on the registration form.  

Lace Up for Mission in 
Motion/Mission Pledge 
walk 

Are you a walker? Runner? Both? You 
will want to pack your walking or running 
shoes for this traditional event begun in 
2001 at the 29th LWML Convention, San 

Jose, California. Mission in Motion will happen Friday, June 23, from 5-6 
pm. Registration for the event is $10. Check your intentions on your con-
vention registration forms. Download the pledge form by going to 
www.lwml.org/2017-convention and scrolling down to the link for it. Then 
collect funds for walking from your congregation, friends, families, and all 
who have a heart for missions. All funds raised will go towards the 2017-
2019 mission grant goal.  

Gifts from the Heart  
 

Recipients of Gifts from the Heart for this convention will be Lutheran 
Family Services, Lutheran World Relief, Ysleta Lutheran Mission, Care Net 
Pregnancy Centers of Albuquerque, and the Albuquerque Christian 
Children’s Home. Attendees are asked to pack any or all of the following 
items:  
 

 Twin-sized sheet sets (new and in package)  

 Quilts (60” x 80”)  

 Children’s underwear (new and in package)  

 Gift cards (Walmart, Kmart, Kohl’s, JC Penney in $10 or $25 amounts)  

 School Kits (either complete or individual items for kit) 

 New Baby Kits (either complete or individual items for kit) 

 Health Kits 
 
Details on items requested for school kits, new baby kits, and health kits 
can be found on the convention registration forms located in the winter 
issue of the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly or on registration forms located at 
www.lwml.org/2017-convention. 

Give Blood! 
Save Lives! 
 
Thursday, June 22, from 
9 am to 3 pm, attendees 
can save the lives of up 
to three people by 

donating blood to the 
United Blood Services of 
New Mexico.  

Donors may register 
before convention at 
www.bloodhero.com. 

Click on “Donate Blood” then “Lutheran 
Womens” in the code box. Registration 
may also be completed by calling 505-246-
1457. Direct questions to Berniece Stulc at 
rstulc@bresnan.net. Donors must be at 
least 16 years of age, weigh at least 110 

pounds, and be in general good health. 
Bring photo ID, drink plenty of fluids, and 
eat prior to your appointment.  

Change a Life by 
Donating an Arch® Book 

During the last three conventions, LWML 
Convention attendees donated 28,000 

Arch® books. Keep that number rising by 

going to www.lwml.org/2017-convention. 
Scroll down to the link that will take you to 
information on how you can either order 

Arch® books for the convention (delivery to 

you if ordered by May 30). Alternatively, 
your donation can be delivered by CPH to 
the convention at no extra charge. Use 
promo code GFTH to make the cost of 
every item $1. Choose from 40 different 
story books, in English or Spanish, the New 
Testament Outreach Bible, or the July-
September issue of Portals of Prayer, also 
available in either English or Spanish.  
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YWRs gifted by Women of 
Grace, Tulsa 

 
The women of Grace, Tulsa, met recently to 
dress 100 of LWML’s Sonshine bears 
(pictured left) to be given to the 100 Young 
Woman Representatives when they arrive in 
Albuquerque this June. Each bear has a 
handmade kerchief fashioned from a 
southwestern fabric.  

Speaking of delegates: Has your society contributed to the Delegate 
Fund? Each society is asked to send $3/member to help cover travel 
expenses incurred by delegates sent to national conventions. Each society is 
asked to send remittance immediately as funds are needed.    

Above: YWRs Jennifer Karner, St. John’s, 
Moore, and Susan Pacey, First, Ponca City, 
pose with the Oklahoma District banner to 
be carried at the Albuquerque convention.  

The Bus is Full, but Rooms are Available at 
the Marriott Uptown 

Driving to Albuquerque? Booked your hotel? No? Then stay with your fellow 
Oklahomans at the Marriott Uptown, 2101 Louisiana Blvd., NW, Albuquerque, 
NM, 87110. Rates remain $94/night. Rooms include complimentary internet, 
hair dryers, coffee makers, and mini-fridges upon request. Amenities include a 
fitness center, indoor/outdoor pool, and free parking. Those driving to 
Albuquerque will need to use their personal vehicles each day when attending 
the convention, located seven miles from the hotel. Parking at the convention 
center is $6 per day, with no In-N-Out privileges. Contact Marguerite 
Christman at mchrist721@aol.com for more information. 

District to Dazzle at 75th Anniversary Celebration 

LWML will celebrate 75 years of mission during the Diamond Dazzle Celebration, Saturday 
evening of the convention beginning with a parade of the districts. President Dianna Just, 
former Oklahoma District Presidents, Pastoral Counselor Mark Bersche, and our Young 
Woman Representatives will be recognizable in the parade by their personally dazzled purple 
cowboy hats. Everyone in attendance is requested to bring noisemakers.  

 

Opening Ceremony features District Banners 
 
Friday morning’s convention opening will feature a banner processional of all 
40 District Presidents, accompanied by their Young Woman Representatives, 
carrying their district banners. This biennium’s Oklahoma District banner 
(pictured left) was designed and assembled by Sarah Trowbridge, Holy 
Trinity, Edmond.   
 
Our convention begins with a Bible study, and the business of the 
organization will include the election of officers, proposed bylaws, and the 
2017-2019 mission grants. Delegates, and their respective zones,  
representing the Oklahoma District will be Joyce Watson, Enid; Carolyn Love, 
Lawton; Amy Moeller, Miami; Betsy Allie and Myrna Lou Meyer, Oklahoma 
City; Sarah Yauk, Panhandle; Jan Bartels, Ponca City; Jody Zscheck, Tulsa; 
and Carol Willcutt, Kingfisher. 
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4 - 9 - 0 - 0 
What Does this Mean? Any 
Ideas? Have We Piqued 
Your Interest? 

Would you believe this is the number of pairs of 
shoes that was initially collected in the recent 
Repurposing Shoes Project completed by the 
LWML Oklahoma District? This translates to 196 
bags of shoes, containing 25 pairs each, that 
were collected from all across the district. This 
effort began in November and concluded in 
March. During this period of time, many 
throughout our district, participants from all eight 

zones, publicized in their congregations and communities the collection of 
new, gently worn, or used shoes. They collected and collected. All shoes 
were transported to Midwest City, where the shoes were recounted and 
bagged for pickup by the repurposing company. In turn, these shoes will be 
repurposed for use in many 
third world countries where 
many citizens are not 
privileged to own a pair of 
shoes. For these efforts, the 
LWML Oklahoma District 
Recycling Fund received 
$1,880. WOW!!! What a 
tremendous effort from all of 
you! Thank You! What a 
tremendous blessing to 
have received these funds 
for the Recycling Fund! 

 

The LWML Oklahoma 
District Recycling Fund has 
been a blessing to our 
district. From this fund, we 
contribute 25% to national 
LWML funds, 10% to the 
Special Gifts Fund, and the 
remainder 65% to help pay 
for leadership expenses throughout the district. Items financed from these 
earnings have been the sending of Young Woman Representatives to the 
national LWML Conventions, leader training for our Heart to Heart Sisters, 
expenses for leader training events conducted throughout the district, and 
expenses incurred for the quarterly LWML Oklahoma District Board of 
Directors meetings. Our recycling efforts have allowed the funds that are 
contributed for mites to be used for the mission grants adopted by the district. 
Thanks to all of you for making this Repurposing Shoes Project a huge 
success! We are talking already about when we will want to do it again. So, 
be saving your shoes, and those within your congregation, so that we have a 
head start in meeting our goal of the minimum number of bags to be 
collected. Stay tuned. Thanks again for all your support in this regard.  

 

Submitted by Marguerite Christman, LWML OK District Recycling Coordinator 

Mission Grant 
Applications for  

2018 – 2020 
Biennium Accepted 

Now 

  

The LWML Oklahoma District is 
accepting applications now for 
mission grants to be adopted at 
the Oklahoma District Convention 
in April 2018. Grant applicants 
must be mission focused with an 
emphasis on proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and be 
affiliated with or approved by the 
LCMS. To obtain a copy of the 
grant application, visit 
www.oklwml.org. Applications 
must be submitted by September 
30, 2017, to Delia Collard, Vice 
President of Gospel Outreach, at 
OKLWMLVPofGO@gmail.com. 

 

Scholarships for 
MOST Ministries 
Missions Trips 
Available for 
LWML Oklahoma 
District Members   
If you have ever considered 
serving on a MOST Ministries 
mission trip, this is your 
opportunity! Sharon Schmidt is 
overseeing the management of 
this $6,000 grant to be awarded 
in $1,000 increments to six 
LWML members. These grants 
are to offset the costs to serve on 
short-term MOST Ministries 
mission trips. All LCMS women in 
the Oklahoma District are eligible 
to apply for one of these grants. 
Scholarships will be awarded on 
a first-come, first-serve 
basis. See the application on 
page 10. 
 

Submitted by Delia Collard,  

Above: President Dianna Just accepts a check in the 
amount of $1880 from Recycling Manager 
Marguerite Christman at LWML Oklahoma District 
Board of Directors quarterly meeting held April 29.  
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News from the Mission Field 

Your Mites in Action - Holy Cow 
Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry 
Support Trailer  

 

A $10,000 grant was approved at the 2016 LWML 
Oklahoma District Convention for the Holy Cow Smokers 
(HCS), Lamb of God Lutheran Church, Flower Mound, 
Texas.  The grant enabled the HCS to purchase and stock 
an enclosed, heavy duty, support trailer needed for 
deployment when disaster strikes. The trailer was bought, 
stocked, and dedicated in March 2017. 

 

Since 2013, HCS volunteers have assisted residents 
affected by both natural and man-made disasters by 
distributing free hot BBQ meals to survivors, volunteers, 
police, fire, and EMTs. Volunteers clear areas of debris, 

often using 
chainsaws, 
and provide 
spiritual care 
where 
needed. HCS 
is a ministry 
whose 
purpose is to 
spread the 
love of Christ 
through 
sharing their 
faith and food 
with people 
in need.   

 

When a disaster strikes, the HCS collaborate with the 
LCMS congregation nearest the disaster area to supply 
mass feeding and spiritual care.  They provide food for the 
body, and also food for the soul by sharing God’s love and 
mercy with others.  Many times volunteers join in prayer 
with those in need. They will distribute spiritual care kits to 
those affected.  Opportunities to share God’s love and 
mercy by 
being Christ-
like are 
abundant 
during a 
deployment.   

 

Most 
recently, the 
HCS 
provided 
meals to 
residents of 
Van Zandt 
County, 
Texas, after 
recent 
tornadoes. 

They held 
another work 
day on May 20, 
2017, and 
drove to 
Mayflower, 
Arkansas, to 
feed residents 
and volunteers 
affected by a 
tornado that 
damaged the 
area on April 
27, 2017. 
There they provided over 2,500 BBQ meals.  They served 
the residents of Moore, Oklahoma, in 2013, and Bridge 
Creek, Oklahoma, in 2015. 

 

They are currently working on stocking the trailer in 
preparation for future disaster deployments. Steve Fruendt, 
with HCS, said, "Our passion is BBQ, and we like to help 
people and show God's mercy and Jesus' love to people 
that are in need."   

 

Jesus said, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me”  (Matthew 25:35, ESV). 

 

Submitted by Delia Collard, Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

Above: HCS trailer financed through an 
LWML Oklahoma District mission grant. 

Members of Lamb of God, Flower Mound, TX, 
pray for the trailer and the mission to be fulfilled 
through the work of the HSC. 

Above: Members of HCS prepare BBQ meals 
for residents and volunteers affected by a 
disaster. From left to right are: Doug Lovell, 
Steve Fruendt, Jerry Kreutzer, and John 
Alexander. 
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Toy Box Leadership1: 
Considering Nonverbal 
Communication 

Remember sitting on the floor with Mr. 
Potato Head™

2
 and dumping out all of 

the accessories? You learned that these accessories were 
of no value unless used. Remove all of the facial features 
and all you have is a potato! The same is true with 
nonverbal communication. 

 

Facial expressions are universal. A smile means the same 
in China as it does in Oklahoma, a frown as unhappy in 
Africa as in Kansas. When verbal language is a barrier, 
your face may be your primary form of communication.  

 

Three universal truths about the faces we wear are:  

 

Your face is a message courier. Most of the time 
people know how you feel, or what you are about to say, by 
the message displayed on your face. Nonverbal 
communication may give away the message before one 
speaks. 

 

Your face is an extension of your emotions. Inflection 
and tone of voice convey emotion. Communication 
becomes much more powerful when your tone is supported 
by your facial expressions.  

 

Your face interprets your intent. Genuine sincerity 
requires you to synchronize both your facial and verbal 
expressions. This means that the way people audibly 
perceive you begins with the way they visually perceive 
you.  

 

Like Mr. Potato Head™, leaders wear a variety of faces.  

 

Eight faces that a leader should never be without are:  

 

An empathetic face. When people feel important, they 
are empowered to do their best for you. Leaders who lack 
an empathic face usually find it difficult to get others to 
cooperate with them or their agendas. Without saying a 
word, your face can express that concern.  

 

A confident face. Most people will work with the 
impossible to do the improbable if they sense the 
confidence of their leader. Three attitudes promote a 
confident face: a sense of identity, a sense of purpose, and 
a sense of competence. 

 

An intense face. A look of intensity translates into 
passionate commitment. People can tell how close you are 
to quitting or, conversely, how far you are willing to go, just 
by looking into your eyes. Real intensity comes from a 
determination to act according to plan. Intensity inspires 
others.  

 

An attentive face. An observant face shows an  
attentiveness to the other person and the person’s views. 
Being attentive helps you relate to the most important 
commodity in the organization—the people. It takes respect 
to be attentive. Respect shifts the focus to the other person.  

 
It takes humility to be attentive. A humble face is 
approachable and results in mutually beneficial 
relationships with those around you. 

 

A disappointed face. Those around you should be able 
to sense your disappointment with unacceptable results 
before you speak. Given constructively, it can build up the 
person, the project, and the organization, in that order.  

 

A happy face. Happiness is feeling satisfied with and 
deriving pleasure from the circumstances around you. 
When you project happiness, you show approval. There are 
times to push your team, and there are times to let them 
feel and see you are pleased.  

 

A sincere face. Sincerity speaks of integrity and 
honesty. When you must deliver bad news, you can be cold 
and distant to sterilize the delivery. A person would feel 
much better, however, if delivered with a glimpse of the 
pain that you really feel. Leadership at its core requires a 
trust that is evidenced by sincere spirit.  

 

An optimistic face. Optimism is a conscious choice. If 
people were Winnie the Pooh characters, would you rather 
be around Tigger or Eeyore? Tigger bounces everywhere 
and enjoys life even with obstacles. Even on good days, 
Eeyore expects bad news soon. People like that suck the 
life out of you because they have no optimism.    

  

The faces you need to efficiently communicate to those 
around you must be intentionally collected, mentally 
packed, and frequently utilized.   

 

Submitted by Paula Keefer, VP of Organizational Resources 
______________ 
1Hunter, R., & Waddell, M. E. (2009). Toy Box Leadership: Leadership 
Lessons from the Toys You Loved as a Child. Thomas Nelson Inc.  
 
2Mr. Potato Head™ is a product of the Hasbro Corporation. 

Collecting Eyeglasses for MOST 

 

The LWML of Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa, collects used 
eyeglasses and sunglasses to send to Mission 
Opportunities Short Term (MOST) and suggests every 
society in the Oklahoma District do the same. The need for 
eyeglasses is continual. Simply place a box for the 
collection in your narthex. Sort through donations, sending 
soft eyeglass cases to MOST. Donate hard cases to other 
organizations. Broken frames may be sent by putting them 
in a small plastic bag. When your box is full, send it to 
MOST at this address: Mission Opportunities Short Term, 
655 Phoenix Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48108. 

 

Patti Ross and I were privileged to assist with an eyeglass 
clinic in Nicaragua a few years ago. The people who 
received the eyeglasses were overjoyed. Fitted with 
eyeglasses, children could read clearly at school, truck 
drivers could see signs on the road, and women could 
make a living by sewing. God’s people were served 
through this mission opportunity. 

 

Submitted by Sharon Schmidt,  Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa 
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Oklahoma District Mission 
Grants for 2016-2018  

District Board  
Oklahoma District President 

 Dianna Just 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Paula  Keefer 

VP of Christian Life 

 Pam Wiederkehr 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Delia Collard 

VP of Communication 

 Laura Price 

VP of Special Focus  

Ministries 

 Tish Mindemann 

Recording Secretary 

 Brenda Nivens 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Sharon Greene 

Treasurer 

 Katie Michaels-Johnson 

Financial Secretary 

 Katie Schroeder 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ned Moerbe 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Mark Bersche 

Public Relations Chairman 

 Bev England 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 

Webservant 

 Sarah Ross 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Carol Fruehling 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Keah Payne 

Young Women Chairmen 

 Shari Stepanek 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Shawna Roggow 

Planning Facilitator 

  

  

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that 
she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

GRANT  AMOUNT PAID 

1 Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc., Tulsa, OK $5,000 $5,000 

2 OK District Ministerial Students $8,000 $4,000 

3 Concordia Seminary Food Bank, St. Louis, MO $5,000 $5,000 

4 Camp Lutherhoma Camperships, Tahlequah, OK $7,500  

5 MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource 

Center, Tulsa, OK 

$5,000 $2,500 

6 Oklahoma District Professional Church Workers' 

Scholarships 

$12,000 $3,000 

7 Building Repairs for Cristo Rey Lutheran Church, 

Oklahoma City, OK 

$6,000 $6,000 

8 Assistance for MOST Ministries Missions Trips, 

Scholarships for Oklahoma District LWML Members 

$6,000  

9 Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological 

Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN 

$5,000  

10 Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Oklahoma City, OK 

$1,000 $1,000 

11 Holy Cow Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry Support 

Trailer, Lamb of God Lutheran Church, Flower 

Mound, TX 

$10,000 $10,000 

12 Bibles for Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch, Minot, ND $3,000 $3,000 

13 Veterans of the Cross, Aid for Retired Church  

Workers 

$5,000  

14 Bible Storybooks for Asian Immigrant Families,  

Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Macomb, MI 

$4,000 $4,000 

15 Unequally Yoked: Ministry to American Christian 

Women Affected by Islam through Dating and Mar-

riage, POBLO International, Clinton Township, MI 

$5,000 $2,500 

16 Interpreters for Mission Field, MOST Ministries $10,000 $5,000 

17 Oklahoma District Pastors, Vicars and Lay Ministers 

Wives Retreat 

$4,000  

18 M28 Ministries, the 2nd Mile, Lawton, OK $1,500 $1,500 

  TOTAL $103,000 $52,500 

God’s love has no limits, His grace has no measure, His power no boundaries known to 
man.  He gives and gives again. His power works in each one of us who loves Him. 
Through Him, we can be a blessing to others.   

 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 
varied grace … in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 
him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen (1 Peter 4:10-11 ESV). 
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