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New Officers elected at the District Convention held in Tulsa, April 15-16, were: 
Junior Pastoral Counselor Rev. Mark Bersche, St. John’s, Moore; Vice President 
of Special Focus Ministries Tishina Mindemann, St. Peter, Apache; President 
Dianna Just, Messiah, Vinita; Financial Secretary Katie Schroeder, Emmanuel, 
Kingfisher; Corresponding Secretary Sharon Greene, Redeemer, Claremore; 
and Vice President of Organizational Resources Paula Keefer, Immanuel, 
Grove.  

A total of 261 were in attendance to hear from mission speakers, participate in 
servant events, and fellowship with their brothers and sisters in Christ in Tulsa, 
April 15-16 under the theme, “we are GLAD.” Pastoral Counselor Rev. Ron 
Simpson delivered the sermon at Friday night’s worship service, held at Christ 
the Redeemer, just blocks from the hotel. The service was followed by a wine 
and cheese reception sponsored by Lutheran Church Extension Fund. 
 

Alexis Wasson, Grace, Tulsa, wrote following the convention, “It was impressive. 
Various groups or individuals led interest sessions. The Dakota Boys & Girls 
Ranch, Lutheran Braille Workers, Orphan Grain Train, and others held sessions 
…along with (Deaconess) Jennifer Griffith. Jennifer is special to me. She and her 
husband, Chris, were members here at Grace (Tulsa) before heading off to 
seminary.”  

A mission goal of $103,000  was adopted, and 18 mission grants selected to 
receive funding. See page 8 for a complete listing. 

LWML Oklahoma District Convenes; 

Votes New Leadership and Mission Goal 

Fall Fests planned for September-October 2016 

This fall, zones will meet to “Rejoice and Be Glad,” based on Psalm 118:24: 
“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” See 
below dates and hosting societies, and check oklwml.org and Facebook for 
updates throughout the summer months.  
Kingfisher Zone    Our Savior, Guthrie    September 17 
Lawton Zone    St. John’s, Granite    September 17 
Ponca City Zone   Zion, Guthrie     September 17 
Miami Zone     Mt. Olive, Miami     September 24 
Tulsa Zone     Our Savior, Tulsa    September 24 
Oklahoma City Zone  Holy Trinity, Edmond   September 24 
Enid Zone     First, Pond Creek    October 1  
Panhandle Zone   Trinity, Guymon     TBA 
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Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 

 

“On your mark, get set, go!” We may not be members of a track league or Little League or the 
National Football League, but we ARE members of a league for our LORD! We ARE members of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, each one a Lutheran Woman in Mission. 
 

As we each go into our day we must first  “get on our mark.” Our mark? Yes, our mark, a block to 
firmly place our feet and shoes for the event – the scriptures! Saint Paul writes in Ephesians 6:14- 
16 (ESV), Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of 
peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 

flaming darts of the evil one.  
 

Where are we going? Into the mission field! Our mission field is where we each are right now. You might be among your 
family or your friends-- and all you say and do must represent our Savior and spread the important news of His 
forgiveness and salvation. You might be among your colleagues where many spend most of their day. You might be on 
social media of some sort, and we know how often we all repeat what we saw on Facebook or read on Twitter. 
Everywhere we go we are living our League Pledge using “every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost 
and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him.” 
 

So, GO! into your daily activities, but, in preparation, “read and inwardly digest” the scriptures, so that it is Jesus that 
others see and hear! 
 

Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 
President Dianna Just 

Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 
hospitality (Romans 12:11b-13 ESV). 

 

Dianna Just,  
President 

Missing something 
from convention?  

Following the District convention 
were found eyeglasses, lapel pins, 
and the like. If you are missing any 
small items, contact Meeting 
Manager Marguerite Christman at 
mchrist721@aol.com. 

Post-Convention brings “Eureka” 
Moment 
 

Oklahoma District Convention has concluded, and it was 
amazing. We had 53 first-timers, and I hope that they had 
as great a time as we (my husband Josh and I) did. As I 
write this article, I am reminded of the joy and excitement 
that I felt at my first convention. I was motivated to do 
everything that I could to be involved in the LWML, both 
on a District and National level. I was so eager to get new 
young women to join LWML and find out what I already 
knew: that this was a worthwhile use of my time and 
something for which I was willing to go the extra mile to 
make part of my life.  

I now assume the role of Vice President of Special Focus Ministries. For those 
who do not know, Special Focus Ministries encompasses Young Women 
(YWRs), Heart to Heart Sisters, and Teens. Nine young women, two Heart to 
Heart Sisters, and one teen attended the convention. We were so blessed to 
have them participate. The YWRs from the Des Moines convention put on an 
informative interest session about “The Next Generation.” We hope that those in 
attendance were equipped with ideas about getting young women interested in 
LWML, and informed them on some of the special challenges that young women 
face when joining our organization. 

I will be providing a quarterly column in The Voice of Service called the “Eureka 
Corner.” It will be an idea, event, or “Eureka” moment to inspire and assist you in 
calling young women into the church and our great organization. I look forward to 
serving as your VP of Special Focus Ministries.  

Your Sister in Christ, Tish Mindemann,  
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

Tish Mindemann, Vice 
President of Special 

Focus Ministries 

Food for the Soul 

 

Psalm 118:24 (ESV): This is the day 
that the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Each day is God’s gift to us. He 
desires only good for us and wants 
us to enjoy His creation. Sin brings 
sadness into our life. Faith in Jesus 
is the only way we can rejoice and 
be glad even in the midst of 
sadness. We know our sadness is 
temporal, but our joy will last for 
eternity in heaven because Jesus 
died to save us and brought us to 
faith in Him.  

Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr, 

Vice President of Christian Life 



Growing Cold 

 

Spring is one of my favorite times of the year, yet as I write this the weather has turned 
unseasonably cool. This reminds me of the words of Jesus in Matthew 24:9-14 (ESV). Then 
they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations for my name’s sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate 
one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because 
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to 
the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

 

As Christians we’ve seen the reality of this statement for 2000 years. Our job has never        
 been easy nor will it improve any time soon. Our struggle in this world will continue till the 
 end. We know, however, in Christ we have all the tools we need, and we have all the 
 motivation necessary to strive forward. The Gospel must be proclaimed throughout the 

whole world. Therefore, we move ahead bringing Christ to a hurting world filled with sin, hatred, and danger.  

 

Looking at our world today we continue to deal with the very issues Jesus spoke of with his disciples. We see so many 
things happening today; mankind sinking lower than we ever could have dreamed in our wildest imaginations. Yet here 
we are in this time of mixed confusion, and the good news is we have the answer. We have the cure, we have the hope 
of the world, and we have the ability to share this with everyone. 

 

I feel privileged and honored to be working with the women of the LWML in a common mission with a common goal of 
spreading the Gospel. So many people in this world are exactly as Jesus said they’d be; so many people with no 
direction, with no sense of belonging, with no understanding of what love really means, so many who know nothing of a 
God who sent his Son Jesus to die for our sins and rise again on the third day to give us the free gift of life.  

 

Blessings in Christ, Rev. Mark L. Bersche 

Pastoral Insights 

 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45 
ESV).  

 

Recently I read a devotion entitled “Living an Others-Oriented Life” by Crossway. It was adapted from Discipling: How to 
Help Others Follow Jesus by Mark Dever. This devotion tells why God made us to be loving parents. In the Old 
Testament, His Word to the people was, And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall 
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise (Deut. 6:6-7 ESV). Spreading God’s Word can only be accomplished as 
God’s Holy Spirit works in and through us. Even though this occurs in the present, it requires long-term thinking. We 
must set our eyes on the Last Day, knowing that the return is eternal. 

 

This same thought pattern is part of planning our wills and estates. Have you considered how to leave a legacy that will 
be used to spread God’s Word? The Special Gifts Fund provides a means for us, as Christian stewards to demonstrate 
and express in a tangible way our deep gratitude for God’s many gifts and blessings to us. It can be a lasting witness to 
our faith. To further the mission of the fund, a gift can be made in many ways—bequests and estates, life insurance 
beneficiary, memorials, and in honor of a special person or event. 

 

The Special Gifts Fund has received during the first four months of 2016 the following memorials:  

 

  Mary Ann Meyer  Erna Bohlmann     Virginia Wright     Dixie Manek 
  Betty Nolte    Goldie Zum Mallen    Rev. Walter Wehmeier   Ruby Cary 
  Betty Morland   Elizabeth (Betsy) Howard 

 

Gifts may be sent to the LWML Oklahoma District Financial Secretary. Special envelopes were included in the District 
Convention Packet. A new label needs to be attached as a new Financial Secretary, Katie Schroeder, was elected at 
Convention (see address below). If you were unable to attend or acquire the envelope, contact your zone president.  

 

Free resources to help you in your prayerful planning are available through Linda Gage, LWML Gift Planning Counselor.  
If you have questions, contact Sherrie Schroeder (oklwmlsg@gmail.com), your newly appointed Special Gifts Chairman.   

 

Submitted by  Krystine Gibson, Past Special Gifts Chairman 

Special Gifts Fund 
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Rev. Mark Bersche, 
Pastoral Counselor 

FYI:  New address: LWML OK District Financial Secretary, P.O. Box 573 Okarche, OK 73762-0573 



 

Recently at District Convention:   
 A new mission grant goal of $103,000 was adopted, 

and 18 new grants were selected by ballot.  

 $1,607.00 was donated from societies in support of 
servant activities and child care expenses.  

 Servant activities yielded: 14 quilts for Yale 
Apartments, 27 pillow cases for St. Francis Children’s 
Hospital, 43 fleece blankets for MEND, and 340 
ministry witness bracelets for MOST ministries. 

 Gifts from the Heart yielded: 220 twin sheet sets for the 
Women's and Children's Center of Tulsa, and 3,476 
newborn diapers and 370 onesies for MEND of Tulsa 
and Pregnancy Center of Owasso. 

 $501.22 was donated for National Mites. 

 An LWML flag quilt, made by Betty Reichert, was 
auctioned and raised $1,025 for the 2016 – 2018 
Oklahoma District Mites. 

Submitted by Delia Collard, Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Tribute paid to LWML Beginnings 

 

The Archivist – Historian’s display at the  District 
Convention was a tribute to Ebba Johnson, Archivist–
Historian Emeritus, who started organizing and reporting 
our history 25 years ago. Ebba, 90 years young, still 
organizes our photo albums. Unable to make the 
convention, she was with us in thought and spirit. I was 
trained by the best, and I still learn from her. I was her 
assistant for five years. She made it fun and a learning 
experience. 

 

Anyone interested in 
genealogy would enjoy 
being an archivist-
historian for our LWML 
District. It is a continuous 
learning experience using 
your talents to create 
displays, write, and 
organize the history of 
our District. Anyone 
interested in assisting 
can contact me by phone 
at (405)229-2093 or 
(405) 769-4220 or by 

email at marilynalsip@yahoo.com,. 

 

Submitted by Marilyn Alsip, District Archivist-Historian 

Convention Recap 
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Left: President Susan 
Brunkow gives her 
President’s report at the 
convention with the help of 
Glad wrap. 

Right: Having given her 
report, President Susan 
Brunkow holds bundle of 
Glad happenings. 

Women of Grace LWML, Tulsa, Financially 
Assist Convention Speaker in Mission 
Women of Grace LWML, Grace, Tulsa presented a check for $610 toward 
Carlotta Tiews’ six-week mission trip to Africa this summer. Miss Tiews will go on 
behalf of LCMS to photograph various Synod-supported missions throughout 
Africa. Miss Tiews spoke at our recent convention in Tulsa on mission work in 
Africa. Pictured from left to right are Toni Watson, Carlotta Tiews, Bev England 
and Sally Korstad. All are members at Grace, Tulsa.  

Submitted by Bev England, Public Relations Chairman  

mailto:marilynalsip@yahoo.com


 LWML Oklahoma District provides 
Spanish Bible with Small Catechism 
(from Lutheran Heritage Foundation) 

 

Thanks to a mission grant from the LWML Oklahoma 
District, Rev. Abiut Fajardo-Ruiz of Cristo Rey Lutheran 
Church in Oklahoma City now has a new tool for sharing 
the Gospel with Hispanics in his community: the Spanish 
Bible, bound together in one volume with Luther's Small 
Catechism. 

 

The Spanish Bible with Small Catechism is a publication of 
the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF), a non-profit 
Lutheran mission organization in Michigan that translates 
and publishes Lutheran books for churches around the 
world. 

 

By adopting the “Faith Alive: Spanish Bible with Small 
Catechism” mission project at their 2014 convention, 
women of the LWML Oklahoma District helped to cover 
some of LHF’s printing costs so that the Bibles can be 
given, free of charge, to Hispanic ministries throughout the 
United States and to Lutheran churches throughout Central 
and South America. Thousands of the 15,000 Bibles have 
already been shipped to LCMS congregations, food banks 
and social ministries like pregnancy centers. 

 

LHF sent 48 of the Spanish Bible with Small Catechism to 
Rev. Fajardo-Ruiz, who looks forward to using them to 
teach adult and youth confirmation classes to the mostly 
Mexican immigrants who have settled in his neighborhood. 

 

“There are some challenges in this ministry,” said Rev. 
Fajardo-Ruiz, who was a Lutheran pastor in Mexico before 
moving to the United States five years ago. “In Mexico, 
about 80 percent of the people say they are Catholic, but 
they do not go to church. The culture is to bring children for 
baptism or for confirmation or for their quinceañera, but that 
is all. 

 

“They think our [Lutheran] church is like the Catholic 
church,” he continued. “When they call to ask if they can 
bring their children for baptism, I’ll say okay, but we need to 
talk about some things first.” 

 

Rev. Fajardo-Ruiz uses his time with the parents to explain 
how the Lutheran and Catholic faiths are different and to 

teach the Six Chief Parts of the Small Catechism. “Usually 
they will have questions about the Virgin Mary and the 
saints, and I explain about these things, too,” he said. 

 

Two new families have joined Cristo Rey already this year 
and are faithfully attending their Spanish services, along 
with 55-70 other worshippers. Currently, Rev. Fajardo-Ruiz 
has six students in his adult membership class and four in 
youth confirmation. 

 

“My experience here in Oklahoma is that when people 
come from Mexico and other countries, they are more open 
to exploring other churches and what they teach. This is a 
great opportunity!” said Rev. Fajarado-Ruiz. “Our challenge 
is to make disciples and to teach about the Bible, so they 
know forgiveness of sins and salvation through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

 

The Spanish Bible with Small Catechism is available free of 
charge to LCMS churches and ministries, and to pastors 
and individuals who need them. To order, contact the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation at (800)554-0723 or send an 
email with your request to info@LHFmissions.org. 

 

Catechisms, children’s Bible storybooks and other Lutheran 
materials are also available from LHF in more than 85 
additional languages, including Burmese, Vietnamese and 
Arabic. To learn more, go to www.LHFmissions.org. 

 

Submitted by Jennifer Bagnall, LHF Public Relations 
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Rev. Abiut Fajardo-Ruiz teaches adult confirmation class using 
Bible with Small Catechism, provided by Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation and available via the support of the LWML 
Oklahoma District. 

LWML Welcomes New Pastor to Good 
Shepherd, Tulsa 
 
Public Relations Chairman Bev England welcomed Rev. Blaise Marin to the 
Tulsa community on behalf of LWML Oklahoma District on Sunday, April 17, 
when he was installed as pastor to Good Shepherd, Tulsa. Bev presented 
him with an LWML tie. Previously Rev. Marin served St. John’s, Moore, as 
assistant pastor. Rev. Marin is married to Quash Marin, a behavioral 
therapist for children on the autism spectrum. LWML Oklahoma District 
looks forward to assisting him in his new position as he goes, tells, and 
serves joyfully the Tulsa community.  
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Sharon Bomhoff (Okarche) 
was the winning bidder and 
proud owner of the LWML 
flag quilt sewn by Betty 
Reichert (Vinita).  

Janet Quiram (Midwest City) chats with Vicar 
Phillip Fischaber (Beardstown, Illinois). 

Friday evening’s worship service included Holy Communion. 

The work of the District Convention involved 
voting on mission grants and new leadership. 

Gladys (June Wadley, Guymon) phones 
her sick sister to tell her all about the 
convention.  

Heart to Heart sisters Sally Korstad (Tulsa), 
Olga Garcia (Oklahoma City), and Dora  
Fajardo-Ruiz (Oklahoma City) enjoy the 
reception following Friday night’s worship 
service. 

Kasey Meyer (Texhoma), Sherrie Schroeder 
(Bethany), and Hope Knight (Edmond) share 
ideas between sessions.  
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Left: Kaye Wolff,  LWML 
Vice President of Special 
Focus Ministries, and Bev 
England (Tulsa),  Public 
Relations Chair, address the 
Pastors’ Luncheon. 

Left: Pastoral 
Counselors Rev. Mark 
Bersche (Moore) and 
Rev. Ned Moerbe 
(Blackwell) consult 
prior to the close of 
the convention.  

Young Woman Representatives take selfie with 
President Susan Brunkow (Ponca City).  

Above: Young Woman Representatives lead the convention (below) 
in a musical break with boomwackers.  

Four generations spotted at the Oklahoma District 
Convention: Shawna Roggow, Keah (Roggow) 
Payne, Rory Payne, Judy Roggow, Suzet Roggow, 
Theresa Roggow, and Arianna Roggow. Judy (Enid 
Zone) is aunt to Suzet (OKC Zone), Shawna and 
Keah are daughters of Suzet, Theresa is daughter-in-
law to Suzet, Rory is Keah's daughter (Suzet's 
granddaughter) and Arianna is Theresa's daughter 
(Suzet's granddaughter).   

Right: Past President Susan 
Brunkow  (Ponca City) pins 
newly elected President 
Dianna Just (Vinita) near 
close of convention.  



Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God 
so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

District Board  
Oklahoma District President 

 Dianna Just 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Paula  Keefer 

VP of Christian Life 

 Pam Wiederkehr 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Delia Collard 

VP of Communication 

 Laura Price 

VP of Special Focus  

Ministries 

 Tish Mindemann 

Recording Secretary 

 Brenda Nivens 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Sharon Greene 

Treasurer 

 Katie Michaels-Johnson 

Financial Secretary 

 Katie Schroeder 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ned Moerbe 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Mark Bersche 

Public Relations Chairman 

 Bev England 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 

Webservant 

 Sarah Ross 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Carol Fruehling 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Keah Payne 

Young Women Chairmen 

 Shari Stepanek 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Shawna Roggow 

Planning Facilitator 

  

  

 

Oklahoma District  

Mission Grants for  

2016-2018  

Attention all Societies: When society elections are held, remember to submit 
the names and contact information of all new officers. Go to www.oklwml.org and click 
on “Links & Downloads” (far left sidebar) to find the needed form, or email information to 
Sharon Greene, OKLWMLCSec@gmail.com. Submit Delegate Fund and Quarterly 
invoices, as well, to Sharon.  

Page 8 The Voice of Service 

GRANT  AMOUNT 

1 Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc., Tulsa, OK $5,000 

2 OK District Ministerial Students $8,000 

3 Concordia Seminary Food Bank, St. Louis, MO $5,000 

4 Camp Lutherhoma Camperships, Tahlequah, OK $7,500 

5 MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center, Tulsa, OK $5,000 

6 Oklahoma District Professional Church Workers' Scholarships $12,000 

7 Building Repairs for Cristo Rey Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, 

OK 

$6,000 

8 Assistance for MOST Ministries Missions Trips, Scholarships for 

Oklahoma District LWML Members 

$6,000 

9 Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary Food 

and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN 

$5,000 

10 Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Lutheran Church,  

Oklahoma City, OK 

$1,000 

11 Holy Cow Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry Support Trailer, Lamb 

of God Lutheran Church, Flower Mound, TX 

$10,000 

12 Bibles for Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch, Minot, ND $3,000 

13 Veterans of the Cross, Aid for Retired Church Workers $5,000 

14 Bible Storybooks for Asian Immigrant Families, Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation, Macomb, MI 

$4,000 

15 Unequally Yoked: Ministry to American Christian Women Affected 

by Islam through Dating and Marriage, POBLO International,  

Clinton Township, MI 

$5,000 

16 Interpreters for Mission Field, MOST Ministries $10,000 

17 Oklahoma District Pastors, Vicars and Lay Ministers Wives  

Retreat 

$4,000 

18 M28 Ministries, the 2nd Mile, Lawton, OK $1,500 

  TOTAL $103,000 


