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LWML Oklahoma District’s 

Bountiful Connection : 

Patti Ross for President 

 

Patti Ross, Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa, is a 
candidate for LWML President at the upcoming 2015 
LWML Convention in Des Moines, Iowa, June 25-28, 
2015. The words of the convention theme can 
describe Patti. Bountiful!  Sow * Nourish * Reap.  

 

Patti has been blessed by our Lord with a bountiful 
supply of love—her love for her Savior, her family, 
the mission of the LWML, and her love for people. 
Her life journey of sowing the seed of Christ’s 
message began at an early age. Her mother was an 
active member of LWML, and Patti says she can 
remember always seeing a mite box on the kitchen 
windowsill.   

 

The seed of God's love was nourished through the years as she faithfully served 
the Lord. Now we see her reaping the harvest of those training years as she 
continues to say 'yes' to serving in many ways in her church, her society, in the 
Oklahoma District, and on the national LWML level. 

 

Patti has a heart for missions, most evident as she travels to many parts of the 
globe in the mission field, using her skills as a registered nurse.  Patti is a natural 
when it comes to showing love for others and has a unique sense of visioning 
which is always directed for the greater good.  The Spring 2015 Lutheran 
Woman's Quarterly lists some of the offices Patti has held. To list them all here 
would take a complete page.  Here are a few highlights: Most recently, Patti 
served as LWML Vice President of Christian Life. Nationally, she chaired 
Inspiration 2012 (PING) and the Convention Task Force. In 2003, she served as 
Hospitality Chairman for the Oklahoma City Convention. From 2004 to 2008, she 
served as District President. She has also been Mission Service Chairman and 
is presently a member of the Public Relations Committee and the 2016 District 
Convention Committee. 

 

Patti served in the United States Navy. She is on the Board of Directors of the 
Lutheran Braille Workers in Yucaipa, California, and is a volunteer at the Tulsa 
Braille Work Center #73. As a member of Christ the Redeemer, she has served 
on their banner committee, participated in the hand bell choir and Vacation Bible 
School, and is active in quilting circles.  She served on the Pastoral Call 
Committee, was  Chairman of both the Building Fund Campaign and Social 
Ministry. She was on the Camp Lutherhoma Board of Directors.  She served as 
a delegate at the Ft. Worth ILWML Convention in 1987. (FYI:  The 'I' is for 
International as Canada and the United States were one league at that 
time.)  Through all of her life's journey, Patti has trusted the Lord for guidance in 
her life. 

 
 

Submitted by Doris Schmall, Tulsa  
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Thank you for all the prayers, support, flowers, cards, and memorials in 
honor of my mother. LWML was very dear to her, and the LWML women 
of Oklahoma have been a real blessing to me during her illness. 

 

As I spent several months watching cancer devastate my mother’s body, 
it dawned on me that this was what sin does to us. There is no health in 
my bones because of sin (Psalm 38:3 NASB). Sin isn’t pretty or fun or peaceful. In fact it is 
extremely horrible! But Jesus died for each one of us, even in our not-so-pretty, not-so-fun, and 

very restless state of sin. Isaiah 1:18 (NASB) tells us, Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow. With the redemption earned by Jesus, our sins are not only forgiven but we 
are welcomed into heaven by our loving Savior. As Pastor Simpson says, “Our personal death is 

now used by God to forever separate us from sinning.” God uses what might seem terrible to obtain for us the most 
triumphant victory we will ever know. How cool is that!  

 

I was reminded time and time again how much He loves us and promises to never leave us or forsake us. I look forward 
to reuniting with my mother in heaven someday, and I also rejoice and give thanks for each of you as you reflect God’s 
mercy, love, and kindness. 

Shine On!             God’s blessings, President Susan Brunkow, oklwmlpres@gmail.com 

Susan Brunkow, 

President 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven”   
(Matthew 5:16 ESV). 

BOUNTIFUL—Sow+Nourish+Reap 

2 Corinthians 9:8 
 

Central to the banner is the sown seed (God’s Word). The 
theme verse (in blue) represents the need for water 
necessary for the seed to germinate and the waters of Holy 
Baptism where we are claimed as God’s dear children.  

 

Jesus Christ, God’s Son, our Savior (red fish and cross with 
white overlay) shed His blood on the cross. We are cleansed 
from the stain of sin and made white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

 

The dark green (Bountiful) speaks of God’s abundant grace 
and mercy. Green is the color associated with the Holy 
Trinity, new life, and hope of eternal life. The lighter green 
(Sow+Nourish+Reap) indicates the continued growth we 
have in Christ. 

 

The Holy Spirit (Dove) is present to bring us to and nourish 
our faith in Word and Sacrament. He is there guiding, 
keeping, and enabling us to sow God’s Word into the lives of 
others. 

 

The harvest (golden wheat) follows the planting season when 
one seed becomes many. The wheat also represents Holy 
Communion and Jesus, the Bread of Life. 

 

By God’s dependable grace and mercy, the death of Christ 
on the cross, and the ever-present work of the Holy Spirit, we 
are enabled to remain faithful unto death and receive the 
crown of eternal life. 

 

Submitted by Betty Reichert, District Parliamentarian       

Rev. Bruce Cottrell, banner designer, displays the 

Oklahoma District banner for the 2015 LWML 

Convention in Des Moines. The banner was made 

by Betty Reichert, Messiah, Vinita. During the 

opening worship service it will be carried by Susan 

Brunkow, Oklahoma District President, then 

displayed throughout the convention. 



Lutheran Women in Mission of Oklahoma, what are your summer plans? Being a Christian 
means being on a mission, serving where God has placed you, and reflecting the love of Christ 
in word and deed. I know for some of you summer means a chance for a mission trip. Many of 
you will be taking the bus, driving, or flying to Des Moines for the national LWML convention. 
Others may be planning Sunday school lessons, vacation Bible schools, or some other service 
within your congregations. For many summer is a time of rest and relaxation. But it can also be 
an extremely busy time of year as we try to cram a year’s worth of recreation into three months. 
Whether you find this vacation time of year busy, restful, or restfully busy, there is a busy place 
we should always remember.  

 

We confess that in the Christian Church, God richly and daily forgives the sins of ourselves and 
all believers. That’s a good kind of busyness. In the Church, sins are always being forgiven. We 
think of forgiveness during the absolution, but Luther referred to the Pax Domini (“The peace of 
the Lord be with you always.”) as an absolution. How we can have peace without forgiveness? 

We may think of the church as a place where there is always an activity, always an obligation. Never forget that our 
congregation may be filled with many good things that place demands on us, but in the midst of this there is the Church 
always busy with the forgiveness of sins. Every worship service and every conversation is an opportunity to live in this 
daily and rich forgiveness bestowed by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Whatever your plans for this summer I hope you come to the place where the forgiveness earned by the death and 
resurrection of Christ is continually flowing for you and for the world. Lutheran Women in Mission of Oklahoma, there is 
no greater gift to give your neighbor, and there is no better rest for yourself than this grace. Whatever else you do this 
summer, enjoy this busyness. 

 

Rev. Ned Moerbe, Junior Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights 

Recently, our Bible study group has been studying “Healthy Living, A 
Study of Colossians.”  Paul focuses on the preeminent role of Christ 
Jesus in creation and emphasizes His work as our Redeemer. He is the 
radiance of glory of God. To see Jesus is to see God. Paul had never 
met the Colossians, but through his love of Christ, he had a great love 
for them. His letter to the Colossians also includes instruction for our 
relationship with each other: wives and husbands, parents and children, 
employer and employees, neighbors to neighbors. We are to show 
kindness, compassion, humility, gentleness, patience, forgiveness and 
love to everyone.  Martin Luther said, “Blessed be the life in which a 
man does not live for, and serve, himself but his fellow man” (What 
Luther Says, Vol. III, p. 1282).  

 

Many opportunities are on the horizon for showing the above traits by 
honoring others with a gift to the Oklahoma District Special Gifts Fund—
graduation, Mother’s Day, weddings, birth of a baby, just  to mention a 
few occasions. Memorials for people who have been great mentors in 
our spiritual lives are another way of showing love and respect even 
after they have reached their heavenly reward. The gift will be 
acknowledged to the donor and to the honoree or a family member.  
Please include the name and address of the person being honored. In 
the case of a memorial, include the name of the family member to 
whom the acknowledgment should be sent and their address in addition 
to the name and address of the person making the donation.  

 

The Special Gifts Fund received the following gifts this quarter:  In 
memory of Dorothy Reimer-Schwedland and for Marilyn Laramy’s 
birthday.  

 

Contributions may be sent the Oklahoma District Financial Secretary,  
P.O. 2326. Stillwater, OK 74076. Questions may be directed to Krystine 
Gibson, Chairman, OKLWMLsg@gmail.com. 
 

Special Gifts Fund 
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Food for the Soul 

 
REST – “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest,” 
Matthew 11:28 (NIV). 

 

Every season, every month, every day seems 
to be busy with daily routines, unexpected 
interruptions, special events, and celebrations.  
Yet, none of us can continue that pace without 
rest! However, physical rest is temporary. The 
rest God gives is never ending. It brings an 
inner peace that helps us through whatever life 
throws at us. Let God take your weariness, 
your burdens, your challenges, and bless you 
with His perfect rest. 

Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr,  
Vice President of Christian Life 

 

2013-2015 MISSION GOAL 

SURPASSED BY $21,348.67 

 

The National Mission Goal for the 2013-2015 
biennium was $1,830,000, and that goal was 
not only reached but was also surpassed by 
$21,348.67. This is certainly a reason to praise 
God! Mite offerings sent from Oklahoma 
totaled $65,647.90. What a blessing it is to be 
children of God, to be called to be a part of His 
Kingdom, and to be able to serve Him with 
both time and treasure. 

 

Submitted by Delia Hansen, VP of Gospel Outreach 
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LWML Convention News 

Teen Mela Sullivan 

to Attend Des Moines 

Convention 

 

During the 2011-13 Biennium, LWML 
Oklahoma District established a 
mission grant for teens to receive 
financial assistance to attend the 
national LWML convention. This 
year’s recipient is Mela Sullivan from 
Holy Trinity in Edmond.  Mela, the 
daughter of Brian and Melissa 
Sullivan, will attend the convention with her mother. LWML 
Oklahoma District is pleased to grant $500 to Mela to offset 
the expenses of attending the convention.  

 

Submitted by Dianna Just, VP of Special Focus Ministries  
 

Convention Tour Deadlines 

Approaching! 
 

The deadline for registration for multi-day tours has 
passed, but reservations are still possible for half-day and 
all day tours until June 10, 2015. Read through these great 
tours: 

 

Tour   1 - State Capitol, Terrace Hill and Historic East   
   Village 
Tour   2 - Living History Farms 
Tour   3 - Iowa Gold Star Military Museum & Picket Fence  
       Creamery 
Tour   4 - Ames, including Reiman Gardens and Burgie's  
       Coffee 
Tour   5 - Bridges of Madison County and more 
Tour   6 - Boone, Mamie Doud Eisenhower, and Scenic  
   Valley Railroad 
Tour   7 - John Deere Works, Maytag Blue Cheese, and  
   Iowa Speedway 
Tour   8 - Pella, Iowa - Keeping in Touch with the Dutch  
   Tradition 
Tour   9 - Kalona and the Amana Colonies 
Tour 10 - Omaha and Mission Central 
Tour 11 - Mississippi River - Quad Cities, Illinois to    
   Dubuque, Iowa 

 

Find a full description of each of these tours on the LWML 
website at http://www.inboundiowa.com/lwl-1.htm or from 
the Home Page of the website, click on News and Events, 
then on Conventions, then on LWML Convention Tours. 

The tours offered are based on availability and all prices 
are per person. Trips may be cancelled if minimal 
passenger requirements are not met. If you've attended an 
LWML Convention, you know it's a mountaintop 
experience. Add to this experience with a tour today! 
 

Submitted by Debbie Larson, LWML Public Relations Director 

Unsung Hero 

Emmalein 

Schroeder to 

Represent 

Oklahoma Spirit 

 
Emmalein Schroeder, member of 
St. John’s Ladies Aid , Okarche, is 
the 2015 Unsung Hero for the 
Oklahoma District.  She is the third 
generation of behind-the-scenes church workers in her 
family.  Her mother and grandmother were Ladies Aid 
members before LWML was organized at St. John’s.  
Emmalein joined in 1975 and has mentored others as she 
faithfully served the Lord with gladness. She could always 
be counted on to take part in LWML projects, and 
continues to do that. She has held every office in her 
society.  

 

She has attended 18 national LWML conventions and is 
looking forward to number 19. When asked about 
convention memories, she spoke of speakers, servant 
events, and the fellowship with so many women from 
various places.  She also mentioned that she had trouble 
getting through the metal detectors at the airport one time, 
and she feared that she might miss her flight. Then the 
attendant suggested that she remove her cross necklace.  
She never thought the cross would slow her down!   

 

Emmalein lives by Philippians 4:13.  “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me”. 

 

Submitted by Linda Lee Kremeier, Okarche  

 

Mission Grants on Ballot for  

2015-2017 Biennium  

Have you had an opportunity to read, study, and pray about 
the mission grants that are on the ballot for the Des Moines 
Convention? They can be found on the LWML’s website at 
www.lwml.org/convention. On the left side of the page, 
scroll down until you reach “Proposed Mission Grants for 
2015 Convention Ballot.” Click on “Mission Grant 
Proposals” and there you have it! 

 

Encourage members in your society to study and pray 
about the proposed grants, then inform their zone 
delegates which grants they see as important. Your 
delegate will be honored to carry the grant selection from 
the women in the pew all the way to Des Moines. God will 
hear your prayers and will bless the selection process. 

 

(reprinted from Treasured News, April 2015) 

 



 

Projects Happening at Holy Trinity, 

Edmond 

Each year confirmands of Holy Trinity, 
Edmond, in the Oklahoma City Zone, receive 
a handmade banner from the LWML. It's a 
tradition that has continued for over 20 years. 
In 2015,13 children of God that have 
completed the three-year confirmation class 
will be honored with the individual banners at 
the confirmation celebration. 

 

The May mission project of Nightlighters 
LWML at Holy Trinity was assembling 
bookmarks to be distributed by the 
Groundwork Guatemala team when they 
make their mission trip in June. Team 
members will share the bookmarks as part of 
their Bible lessons to Guatemalan teens. Red, 
yellow, blue, and green ribbons were woven 
through white lace, and each color signifies a 

         part of a Christian’s walk of faith.  

 
 

Anniversary News from 

Blackwell 

 

On March 1, the 
Deborah Circle, Trinity, 
Blackwell, in the Ponca 
City Zone, presented a 
framed rendition of 
“Jesus, My Shepherd," 
to Trinity in honor and 
celebration of the 
congregation's 90th 
anniversary. Pictured at 
right are Rev. 
Ned Moerbe, Barbara 
Drews, Betty Campbell, Madelien Reutter, and Esther Bersche.   
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Outgoing Son Lighter President Connie 

Lewellen and incoming President Betsy 

Allie hold up a completed banner. 

Pam Nichols and Carol Ford 

piece together a banner. 

At left: Stephanie Gerling and Pat Hutchison wove 

colored ribbons into white lace.  

At right: Becky 

Elliott, Jade Elliott, 

and Teresa Ewing, 

members of the 

Groundwork 

Guatemala mission 

team, assembled 

bookmarks at the 

Nightlighters LWML 

meeting. 

LWML Will Live 

Stream Convention  

 
Once again, everyone across the 
nation will be able to join in the 
worship services and programming 
of the 36th Biennial Lutheran 
Women's Missionary League 
(LWML) Convention to be held 
June 25-28, 2015, in Des Moines, 
Iowa. LWML will offer high quality, 
real-time video streaming of all 
events taking place in the main 
convention hall. Those not able to 
travel to Des Moines will be able to 
participate via their own computer, 
tablet or smartphone, and even 
display it on a large screen 
television set up in churches across 
the nation. 

 

The LWML will offer a link to a pre-
convention video featuring Mission 
Grant proposals, a post-convention 
highlights video, and a Mission 
Grant video of the newly selected 
2015-2017 Mission Grants. 
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LWML Meets 

for “A Time 

to Grow”  

 

Women of the LWML 
Oklahoma District met 
at Holy Trinity, 
Edmond, on March 14 
for “A Time to Grow,” 
with special guest 
speaker Elaine Bickel, 
inspirational speaker, 
humorist, and 

Christian author. Ms. Bickel led the group in Bible study 
based on 1 Peter 2:2, Like newborn babies, crave pure 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation (NIV). Ms. Bickel encouraged attendees to yearn 
for God rather than things of this world. Reminding 
everyone of the mustard seed, she encouraged all to “sow, 
sow, sow” those seeds of faith the Holy Spirit plants within 
us. Attendees received autographed copies of her Bible 
study Roots and Wings: A Parent’s Challenge. 

 

During the conference, through Gifts from the Heart, the 
schools of Holy Trinity, Edmond, Good Shepherd, Midwest 
City, and Messiah, Oklahoma City, received supplies 
needed for the remainder of the school year. Attendees 
made 165 Hershey Kiss flowers, each with a Bible verse 
attached, for the Mend Pregnancy Resource Center of 
Tulsa. The conference ended with worship and Holy 
Communion led by Rev. Jonathan Meyer, Holy Trinity. Rev. 
Ronald Simpson, Senior Counselor for the LWML 
Oklahoma District, delivered the message.  
 

Submitted by Karen Karner, Newsletter Editor 
 

 

 

Elaine Bickel leads the LWML in 

Bible study at “A Time to Grow.” 

At left: Delia Hansen, VP of 

Gospel Outreach, and Sharon 

Bomhoff, Mission Servants 

Chairman, host mite activities at 

“A Time to Grow.”  

Gifts from the Heart totals  
 Tissues - 124 boxes 

 Clorox wipes/ other wipes - 106 containers and 
packages. 

 Hand Sanitizer- 39 bottles 

 Pens and Pencils- 170 packages 

 Paper Towels- 4 rolls 

 $50 in monetary donation 

LWML OK District at LCMS 

District Convention 

 

LWML had impressive presence at the LCMS Oklahoma 
District Convention held April 17 and18 in Norman. Patti 
Ross and Bev England were at the podium with Patti giving 
greetings for LWML District President Susan Brunkow, who 
could not be present. Bev England served as Nominating 
Committee Chairman for the LCMS Oklahoma District and 
presented the officer slate to the convention body. It was 
announced to the convention that Patti Ross is a candidate 
for National LWML President and will be on the ballot for 
the LWML Convention in Des Moines. Delia Hansen and 
Carolyn Love were elected to serve on the LCMS 
Oklahoma District Nominating Committee.    

 

Submitted by Bev England, Public Relations 
 

(Back row) Judy Roggow, Bev England, Dianna Just, Rev. Ron 

Simpson, (front row) Patti Ross and Delia Hansen.   

Booth hosts for the LWML exhibit were Delia Hansen and 

Carolyn Love. The hostesses gave booth browsers LWML items 

and candy, then invited them to sign up for the drawings. Six gifts 

were given from the drawing.  



Editor’s note: Following is an update received from the Lutheran Heritage Foundation, 
administrator of “Catechisms for Oklahoma’s Burmese Immigrants—Guymon and Oklahoma City,” 
one of the mission grants funded by the Oklahoma District during the 2013-2015 biennium.  
 
When refugees fleeing political persecution in the Southeast Asian country of Myanmar (also called 
Burma) began arriving at their new home in Guymon, Okla., Pastor Mark Wescoatt faced a 
perplexing situation: How could he and the people of Trinity Lutheran Church share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ with the immigrants when they didn’t speak their language?  

 

Now, through a mission grant provided by the LWML Oklahoma District, the Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation has translated and printed a resource the refugees can easily understand: Luther’s Small Catechism, 
translated in their Karen language. 
 

“We at the Lutheran Heritage Foundation are deeply grateful for the prayers and gifts of LWML women across the United 
States,” said Rev. Matthew Heise, LHF executive director. “With their support, thousands of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ, all around the world, are hearing and reading the Gospel in their own languages.” 
 

LHF translations make a big difference for pastors and evangelism teams seeking to teach immigrants in their 
neighborhoods about the Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

“I’m in the middle of the Oklahoma Panhandle, and I don’t have a whole lot of resources for working with Burmese,” Rev. 
Wescoatt said. “I’m trying to learn a little of the Karen culture and where they came from. The catechism is really helpful 
because it’s a gift I can leave with them at their homes, and they can read it and study it in their own language.” 
 

More than 25,000 Karen people have relocated to the United States, settling in places like Oklahoma, Washington and 
South Dakota. LCMS pastors there are using the catechism to teach Karen refugees about Jesus Christ, and the book is 
also being used in the hills of Thailand and Burma, where millions of Karen people still live. 
 

Rev. Ted NaThalang, coordinator for LHF projects in Southeast Asia, finds that Luther’s Small Catechism, translated into 
the languages of the people, is the single best tool for explaining the Christian faith to people who often come from a 
Buddhist or animist background. 
 

“The hill tribe people of Thailand (some of whom are Karen) are migratory people and often haven’t been well educated,” 
Rev. NaThalang explained. “For them, the Bible isn’t easy to understand. But the catechism breaks it down into smaller, 
more understandable pieces.” 
 

Rev. Wescoatt has baptized numerous Karen people and now has a few Karen people in his confirmation classes. At 
first, only the first section of Luther’s Small Catechism, called the Enchiridion, was available in the Karen language. Now, 
with the prayerful financial support of the LWML Oklahoma District, the entire catechism with the questions and answers 
section is available. 
 

“Just a month ago, one of the young Karen women who was confirmed here at Trinity got engaged to be married to a 
Karen man who’s a Buddhist,” Rev. Wescoatt said. “But she’s told him, ‘No marriage until you get baptized.’ She wants 
me to talk with him about the Christian faith, but he doesn’t speak English. Without this Karen language catechism, I 
really wouldn’t have any way of sharing the Gospel with him.” 
 

Rev. Kevin Moore of Hope Lutheran Church in Brewster, Wash., has also requested several Karen catechisms from 
LHF. Each year, large groups of migrant workers (many of whom are immigrants) travel through the Brewster area, and 
a wide variety of languages, including Karen, are represented. 
 

“We’ve been doing our best to try to reach out to them, but the difficult thing is we don’t know who’s coming or what 
languages they will speak,” Rev. Moore said. “Lutheran materials in their languages are hard to find, and when you do, 
they’re really expensive.” 
 

LHF’s books, however, are free of charge to the ministries and churches that need them. 
 

For now, Rev. Moore is holding on to the Karen catechisms until he again meets up with the migrant workers who can 
use them. “We’re so happy to have anything we can use to tell them about Jesus,” he said. 
 

LHF is a recognized service organization of the LCMS, dedicated to translating and publishing good Lutheran books like 
the catechism, children’s Bible storybooks, hymnals, devotionals, and the like. LHF is at work in more than 80 countries 
and 100 languages. To learn more about their mission, go to www.LHFmissions.org. 
 

For more information, contact: Jennifer Bagnall, Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Public Relations, 
jbagnall@LHFmissions.org, (800)554‐0723. 
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More Mission Highlights 

Lutheran World Relief Requests 

Quilts and Kits 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) has reached out to the LWML 
after a 7.9 magnitude earthquake struck Nepal on 
Saturday, April 25, 2015, resulting in the loss of thousands 
of lives, many injuries, and the loss of many homes. LWR 
has shipped 9,240 mission quilts, 1,000 personal care kits 
and 100 water filtration units from the United Nations 
Humanitarian Response Depot in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. 

Ms. Shelly Talcott, LWR Senior Director of Constituent 
Engagement, thanks all Lutheran Women in Mission for 
their generous support of LWR’s Quilt and Kit Ministry. She 
continued, “Their generosity has enabled us to respond 
during this time when people are most in need. We deeply 
appreciate the time and effort it takes to make and 
assemble quilts and kits. As we respond to this emergency, 
we continue to need quilts and Personal Care Kits to 
restock our supply. Please continue praying for the people 
of Nepal and for wisdom in our response.” 

For updated information on the Nepal earthquake and what 
can be done to help, visit lwr.org/nepalearthquake. LWR 
has resources available for congregations at lwr.org/
nepalearthquake/resources. 

How would you like  

to be a Petal Pusher?    

Petal Pushers is a group of 4,000 
volunteers who decorate five floats in 
the Pasadena Tournament of Roses 
Parade. Each year, volunteers from 
across the nation assemble in 
December during Detail and Decorating Days to decorate 
the Lutheran Hour Float, which is the ONLY Christian 
theme float in the parade. Volunteers range in age from  
13-96.  

Plans are underway to leave from Tulsa on Dec. 27 and 
take a motorcoach to California, see sights along the way, 
help decorate floats for the parade, see the parade from 
bleacher seats, and arrive back home on Jan. 3, 2016. For 
more information or questions, contact Eddie Morris, Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, 918-836-3752 or 918-344-
4588 cell, dce@osltulsa.org. A $100 deposit is due 
by August 7th. 

Mend 

Pregnancy 

Resource 

Center 

One of the 2014–2016 grant recipients is the Mend 
Pregnancy Resource Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  The 
women of the Oklahoma District prayerfully voted to donate 
$5,000 to this ministry. 

 

The mission of the Mend Pregnancy Resource Center is to 
provide gentle alternatives to women facing unplanned 
pregnancies. This includes meeting the needs of women 
throughout their pregnancies and beyond. The goal of this 
ministry is to demonstrate the compassion of Christ in 
order that each woman may learn to rely on His love and 
provision for a well-adjusted and meaningful life. 

 

The professionals and volunteers at Mend spend a lot of 
time talking with women one on one, discussing their 
struggles and options for moving forward. Sometimes the 
women have a difficult time moving past mistakes, 
traumatic experiences, insecurities, and fear.   

 

In addition to referring their clients for professional mental 
health services, they work with women to help them see 
that what lies of ahead of them is yet to be determined, and 
that they CAN overcome so much with a loving God and a 
positive support system on their side. They help women to 
focus on making choices that will better their lives and rid 
themselves of hopelessness and the assumption that 
nothing can ever change. This is so freeing for women who 
are considering abortion due to struggles and pain that 
they have experienced.  

 

Please continue to pray for the staff and volunteers of 
Mend and all of those they serve. So many of God’s people 
are suffering and are lost. “The Lord hears his people when 
they call to him for help. He rescues them from all their 
troubles” (Psalm 34:17, NLT).  

 

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
 

Mission Grant Applications now 

being accepted 

The LWML Oklahoma District is now accepting 
applications for new mission grants for adoption at the 
District Convention in April 2016. Grant applicants must be 
mission focused with emphasis on proclaiming the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and be affiliated with or approved by the 
LCMS. To obtain information of grant guidelines and to 
obtain a copy of the grant application, please visit 
www.oklwml.org. Find “Grant Guildelines & Application” 
under the mission grants tab in the left sidebar on the 
home page. Grant applications must be submitted by 
September 30, 2015 to hansen.delia@yahoo.com. 
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Women’s Retreat 
Are your feet running in all directions, aching to be put up, 
or longing to walk alongside others? No matter where you 
are in your faith walk, the Lord has equipped you with 
uniquely beautiful feet! (Yes, your feet are beautiful!) 
 

Join us as we “lift the lid” off several shoe boxes to 
examine various styles of shoes and learn how each 
represents a portion of our walk with the Lord! What is your 
“shoe size”? What makes truly beautiful feet? And what has 
the Lord called these beautiful feet to do? 
 

Whether you shuffle, walk, boogie, or run, bring your 
beautiful feet to the  

LWML Oklahoma District Women’s Retreat Getaway at  
Camp Lutherhoma Retreat Cabins 

Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
October 23 and 24, 2015 

Friday Registration 5-6 pm, retreat begins at 6 p.m. and 
ends Saturday 3 p.m. 

 

Prepare to be swept off your feet as we take a walk in the 
Word together, enjoy fabulous food and tasty treats, tap our 
toes to praise music, and kick up our heels, sharing 
encouragement, fellowship, and fun in Christ! 
 

Watch for more information to come this summer on 
www.oklwml.org and  

“The Voice of Service” about this  
knock-your-socks-off exciting event! 

 

Mark your calendar now, invite your friends, and look 
for registration information to come this summer. 

Get LWML Glitz with a Blitz 

 What is a Blitz?  It's a program where a team comes 
to your congregation on a Sunday to tell all about 
LWML. 

 Who could host a Blitz?  Any of you can invite the 
team to your church by contacting Bev England, Blitz 
Coordinator. 

 When is the best time for a Blitz?  Always on Sunday 
at worship services and during adult Bible class. 

 Why have a Blitz?  To share the LWML mission, to 
create visibility, to attract new members, to heighten 
awareness in your church, and to share the story of 
women in mission who love and help in Oklahoma and 
around the world. 

 

So this is the "Glitz" that we bring with a "Blitz." Team 
members are needed! Get trained and see what you can 
do in spreading the LWML Glitz by presenting a Blitz.  

 

Submitted by Bev England, Blitz Team Leader 

 

Plan to 

Celebrate 

LWML 

Sunday 
 

 

 
Traditionally the first Sunday of October, LWML Sunday 
can be celebrated anytime of the year. Worship materials 
for “Seek first the Kingdom of God” are available for 
download at www.lwml.org under the tab “News and 
Events.” Downloads are free. Bulletin covers may be 
purchased after July 1. Authors of this year’s service are 
LWML Counselors Rev. John Heckmann and Rev. Dr. 
Robert Roegner. The service is based on Matthew 6:26, 
32b, and 33. A full worship service will not be offered this 
year, as many pastors prefer to tailor their services to their 
congregation’s needs, but the sermon, litany, and 
dedication may be inserted in any worship service 
wherever needed. Begin planning now activities and 
materials for this special Sunday set aside to raise 
awareness of the mission work of the LWML.  
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Upcoming Opportunities to Shine   

Does your society need more visibility in your congregation? Then consider our newly de-

signed LWML brochure. Designed by Alexis Wasson and Bev England, this colorful, eye-catching brochure explains 
who we are as Women in Mission. Soon available at www.oklwml.org and designed in Microsoft Word, it is adaptable 
for any society’s use.  

 

 Use it as a handout on LWML Sunday along with a purple iced cookie. 

 Have copies in your narthex for pick up. 

 Insert it in your welcome packets for visitors to your church. 

 Mail it to potential LWML members along with a personal note. 

 Place on your LWML bulletin board (front and back sides). 

 Let Public Relations know how you used it. 



Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God 
so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

District Board  
Oklahoma District President 

 Susan Brunkow 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Sherrie Schroeder 
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Financial Secretary 
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Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ned A. Moerbe 
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 Bev England 

 Patti Ross 

District Editor 
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 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 
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 Sarah Ross 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 
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Special Gifts Chairman 
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Mission Servants Chairman 
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 Shawna Roggow 

Planning Facilitator 

 Sue Avis 

Oklahoma District Mission 
Grants for 2014-2016  
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   Mission Grant Amount  PAID 

  1.  Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) of Oklahoma  

  Trailer and Equipment  
$9,000    $9,000  

  2.  Trinity/Hope Lutheran School, Lunch Program – Haiti  $5,000    

  3.  Concordia Seminary Food Coop  - Fort Wayne, Indiana  $5,000    

  4.  Oklahoma District Professional Church Worker 

   Scholarship  
$12,000   $6,000 

  5.  All Nations Hope Ministries Outreach to Muslim People  

   in Oklahoma  
$5,000   $5,000 

  6.  Oklahoma District Ministerial Students - Christmas Gift  $6,000    $3,000  

  7.  Camp Lutherhoma Utility Vehicle – Tahlequah, OK  $6,500   $6,500 

  8.  Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc. – Tulsa, OK  $4,000    

  9.  Bibles for Orphans and Destitute- Orphan Grain Train  $5,000   $5,000 

10.  Mend Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center –  

  Tulsa, OK  
$5,000   $5,000 

11.  Boat Ministry in Southeast Alaska  $5,000   $5,000 

12.  International Graduate Student Support, Concordia  

  Seminary – St. Louis, MO  
$10,000  $10,000 

13.  Bridge Park Ministry – Lawton, OK  $5,000    $5,000  

14.  Supplies for Lutheran Seminary Students –  

  Shiabongahabong, Indonesia  
$3000   $3,000 

15.  MOST Ministries Eyeglass Mission Team Support  $5,000    $2,500  

16.  Faith Alive: Spanish Bible with Small Catechism  $3,500  $3,500 

17.  Mighty Fortress Mercy House – Lima, Peru  $3,000    

18.  Deaconess Ministry in the Mission Field  $3,000    

19.  Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch Chapel – Minot, ND  $1,200   $1,200 

Total  $101,200  $63,700 

Thank you for your dedication towards filling your Mite boxes. Through your generosity, 
we are able to spread the Gospel of saving grace to those who have not yet heard the 
Word of God. God gives us a multitude of gifts every day. We praise and honor Him by 
returning those gifts to Him for the good of all His people.  

 

FRUITFULNESS! This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the 
world.  It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from 
the day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace. 
(Colossians 1:6)   

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Vice President of Gospel Outreach  

http://www.trinityhope.org/
http://www.ctsfw.edu/Page.aspx?pid=383
http://lutherhoma.com/
http://www.lbwinc.org/
http://www.ogt.org/
http://mendpregnancy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BridgeParkProject
http://www.mostministries.org/welcome

