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Officers—Newly Elected and Outgoing 
Five new officers and one pastoral counselor were elected to 
the Board of Directors at our LWML Oklahoma District 
Convention held April 13-14 in Guthrie at The Dominion 
House event center.  The newly elected officers are:  
 
President—Susan Brunkow of Ponca City; Vice President of 
Special Focus Ministries (formerly Human Care)—Dianna 
Just of Vinita; Vice President of Organizational Resources 
(formerly Servant Resources)—Sherrie Schroeder of 
Bethany; Corresponding Secretary—Teresa Heater of Lawton;   

 
 
 

Financial Secretary—Leola Thiemann of Stillwater;  and Junior Pastoral Counselor 
Rev. Ronald L. Simpson of Midwest City.  Appointed was Vice President of 
Communication—Myrna Lou Meyer of Edmond. 
 
Elected officers were 
installed during the 
closing service led by 
Rev. Dwayne Schroeder, 
outgoing senior pastoral 
counselor. Basing his 
blessing on Ephesians 
4:1-7, Schroeder urged 
newly positioned 
members of the Board to 
“live a life worthy of the 
calling you have 
received.” He likened the  
release of past officers 
and installment of new officers to an ongoing circle. As members moved in and out of 
the circle, Schroeder remarked, “Now we have a different circle of friends and co-
workers for God’s kingdom in the Oklahoma District LWML. The circle has not been 
broken, but strengthened by our common love for Jesus and desire to share His 
story and His love.”  
 
Outgoing district officers thanked for their service were President Bev England, VP of 
Servant Resources Carolyn Love, VP of Human Care Linda Lee Kremeier, Financial 
Secretary Lanece Young, Corresponding Secretary June Wadley, and Senior 
Pastoral Counselor Rev. Dwayne Schroeder. New officers were welcomed as they 
assume their new roles in the District.  
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A few short weeks ago in Guthrie at the LWML Oklahoma District 
Convention, I was elected as your District President. I am so humbled 
for this great honor. The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and 
especially the Oklahoma District is a wonderful group of Christian women dedicated to serving the 
Lord, and I look forward to working with each one of you in the four years ahead.   

 

SHINE! That one simple little word is the theme I shared at the post-Convention Board of Directors 
Meeting. It comes from Matthew 5:16. “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  

  

May I encourage you, Oklahoma Lutheran Women in Mission, to SHINE the love of Jesus? Begin with your family, then 
your next door neighbor, that cranky lady at church, the guy whose home was destroyed in the big city, and to the 
lonely child in some far away land.  It will be a personal challenge for me, and I expect it might be a bit tough for some 
of you also. 

 

Donna Pyle, Bible study leader at our Convention, encouraged us to become a friend to someone outside our “safe 
Lutheran circle.”  Then less than a week later, at the Oklahoma District LCMS Convention, I was told the best way to 
bring someone out of the darkness and into the light of Jesus Christ is to first be a friend, letting the light of Jesus shine 
in your love and actions. 

 

Over the months ahead, I look forward to meeting many of you  and working together to let our lights SHINE so many 
may come to know Jesus Christ, our Savior, Lord and Friend. 

God’s blessings, President Susan Brunkow 

As I entered The Dominion House Grande Ballroom, 
memories of my younger years growing up in Guthrie, 
came rushing back to my mind. This beautiful facility was 
then the Masonic Children's Home and I attended school 
with many boys and girls who lived here at that time. 

 

My eyes, however, seem to be searching for something... 
someone, and in a flash I knew who I was looking for. It 
was for Pastor Klawitter. He loved the LWML 
Conventions, and I know he would have enjoyed this 
one. Every convention carries its own fond memories of 
him in those 45 years he was there for us, helping us, 
encouraging us, and sharing God's love with us.  

 

The framed Proclamation, pictured on page 12 of the 
convention manual, was presented to Pastor and JoAnn's youngest son and family, John, Liz, Allie and Gentry. I 
would like to share a few lines from their note I received upon returning home.  

 

"Thanks to the LWML for this past weekend's tribute to my father. There is no doubt in my mind that this was the 
type of award that he would have cherished more than any other. Being there this weekend really allowed our family 
to realize why Dad so enjoyed serving in the capacity he did with the LWML. My dad was drawn to uplifting and 
positive settings and it doesn't get any better than what we witnessed in Guthrie."  
 
I know, in my heart, that if Pastor was here with us, he would be smiling at us in convention. He truly was a lovely 
man of the Lord. We miss him. 

Submitted by Doris Schmall, Tulsa 
 

Remembering Rev. Harold Klawitter 

Susan  

Brunkow 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   
(Matt 5:16) 

Pictured left to right: President Bev England, John Klawitter, Liz 
Klawitter, Allie Klawitter, and Doris Schmall 
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Have you ever run across one of those people who talk about the resurrection but don't really 
believe it? Willing to grant, maybe, that Jesus rose somehow from the dead but cannot see any 
particular value in that fact right here and now?  

 

Paul wrote: "As Christ was raised from the dead with the same glory as the Father's, we too 
will live a new life. If we were united with Him in this likeness of His death, then we will be 
united with Him also in the likeness of His resurrection." (Romans 6:4,5)  

 

The word is "new": a new today and a new tomorrow, simply because of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. God's mighty act of raising His Son from the dead is His answer to 
the world's need. The world needs new life. 

 

The last and greatest sinner can very well be the respectable person who lives life with no 
sense of need at all, the one who cannot see his regrets and attendant sorrow, without God 
and without hope in the world. Some people have the idea that they can handle and overcome 
any problem in life all on their own, without God's help. You see that all the time in families, 

unable to cope with the deep problems of daily life, like divorce, adultery, estrangement between husband and wife and 
between parents and children, and finally alienation between man and God. You see it in disrupted relationships, sorrow, 
frustration, despair, and bitterness in every part of the human arena.  

 

"As Christ was raised from the dead with the same glory as the Father's, we too will live a new life. If we were united with 
Him in this likeness of His death, then we will be united with Him also in the likeness of His resurrection." It was God's 
plan to send His own Son into death, and His plan to raise Him from the dead. It is the plan of God to convince the whole 
world of its need for redemption, to wake people to His kindness which knows no bounds, and to give them peace with 
His forgiveness producing a new life, a new day and a new tomorrow!  

 

New life in Christ can be seen in strong love, even tough love. New life can be seen in kindness instead of contempt, 
contentment instead of constant dissatisfaction, forgiveness instead of revenge, life in the place of death.  

 

No wonder the Apostle Peter, looking back at everything that had happened in the course of one momentous week in 
human history, hailed the new day and the new tomorrow with the cheer he offered at the beginning of his First Letter: 
"Hurrah for God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in the magnificence of His mercy has brought us to life again 
and given us a hope that is alive, all through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Peter 1:3).  

Blessings, Rev. Ron Simpson, OK LWML Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights             Why the Resurrection? 

Special Gifts Fund  

 

A new biennium is beginning with a list of 22 grants, some new and some familiar, with a total 
Oklahoma District Mite Goal of $92,000.  God has been faithful to bless our mites, thus allowing us to 
fund all our past grants and bring joy to the recipients and everyone they reach.  

 

The Special Gifts Fund is another way in which we can accumulate funds for special mission needs in 
this district.  Recently we were able to use income from this fund to defray part of the cost of printing 
the booklet, Oklahoma District’s Peoria Convention “Afterglow,”  handed out at the Convention in 
Guthrie.  Funds were also used by the Heart to Heart Sisters to allow more ethnic women in our 
district to attend the convention. 

 

Donations to the Special Gifts Fund allow requests to honor a special person or event.  A gift can be 
made as a memorial in the name of a beloved deceased family or friend.  Along with other events, 
graduation is coming up, and what a beautiful way to glorify God and honor a student.  

 

Donations acknowledged during the period October 1, 2011 through April 30, 2012:  

 

Gifts in Memory of 
Dick Laramy 
Sue Ehlers 
Chris Holt 
Gertrude Brune 

Helen Jurgens 

 

Gifts may be sent to Oklahoma District LWML, c/o Leola Thiemann, P.O. Box 2326, 

Stillwater, OK 74076-2326.  Direct questions to Krystine Gibson, Chairman.  

Submitted by Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

Our Father in 

Heaven, we thank 

You for the many 

contributions 

made on behalf of 

Your servants, and 

we pray that funds 

accrued will be a 

blessing in Your 

kingdom as we 

witness to others 

of Your gift of 

grace. In Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 
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Convention Highlights    

Asking “Who shared Jesus with you?” 
Past LWML President Linda Reiser 
(2003-2007) encouraged conven-
tioneers to “pay it forward” and share 
Jesus with those in our paths who’ve 
not heard of Him.  

 

“The world isn’t much different from when Jesus was 
here,” she said. “They didn’t know Him then, and they 
don’t know Him now. It’s a good time to be a witness.”  

 

Reiser urged us to tell our story of 
how we came to know Christ and, 
in doing so, build a bridge be-
tween us and the world. Asking 
how this will happen, she respond-
ed that it would happen by relying 
on His power, the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  

 

Reiser additionally sparked con-
vention enthusiasm as “Sparky the 
Witness,” a lovable character sent 
to convention to encourage smiles 
over frowns, passion over bore-
dom, and a love for witnessing to 
others. 

Reiser  Encourages 
Witnessing Forward 

Rev. Joel Scheiwe, LCMS strate-
gic mission developer, shared 
with conventioneers progress on 
the planting of congregations and 
training of church leadership in 
the region of Hong Kong.  
 

Scheiwe shared that while it is 
legal to be a Christian in this part 
of Asia, Christians and their 
churches must register with the 
government, including their minis-
ters and their meeting times. Per-
secution of Christians still exists, 
keeping many underground and unregistered. Despite diffi-
culties, it is estimated that by the year 2015, more Chris-
tians will be living in this region of Asia than in the United 
States. How to reach an estimated 150 million Christians 
with the true Word of God, especially when you are not al-
lowed to preach the Gospel to them, is the challenge.  

 

At the present time, 22 missionaries serve in this part of the 
world where the population numbers 2.4 billion. This low 
number became the incentive behind offering leadership 
training through the Concordia Leadership Training materi-
als. Citizens learn from these books and take the message 
back to their people.  
 

Christian schools receive government funding and serve 
18,000 students, 10% of whom profess the Christian faith. 
Missionaries are not allowed to profess their faith to these 
students, but the students hear the Gospel in the Christian 
schools and take the message to their families. 

 

Referring to his mission field, Scheiwe said, “Anything you 
say is true...somewhere.” In some areas, women still spend 
two hours a day carrying water for their families. Some chil-
dren survive on one potato a day, a serving of vegetables 
once a week, and a serving of meat once a month. 

 

Scheiwe said that because national news is state-
controlled, citizens realize that broadcasted news may not 
be honest. They tend not to believe what they hear about 
Americans. He reported that citizens actually like Ameri-
cans and want us to come to their country. This means, as 
Scheiwe said, “you are always on.” People are welcoming, 
thus evangelism is possible on business trips, in shops, and 
in many other settings. 
 

Our response to the work that needs to be done in Hong 
Kong, Scheiwe said, is to pray for the Christians, that they 
may be bold witnesses, go and witness to these people, 
and give financially to LCMS missionaries.” 
 

Offering gathered at the closing service on Saturday was 
earmarked for Scheiwe’s ministry and totaled $2,335.62. 

Scheiwe Shares Hong Kong Mission 

The most powerful word in a 
witness’s testimony is the word “I.” 
So said District Convention Bible 
Study Leader Donna Pyle, 
founder of Artesian Ministries, 
Tomball, Texas. Friday’s session 
focused on the use of the word 
“witness” as a noun. Citing Paul’s 

first encounter with Jesus in Acts 22, she stressed how 
the Lord uses difficult moments in our lives to strengthen 
our abilities to be His witnesses. We may ask, “Isn’t there 
any other way, Lord?” The answer often is no, because 
those times become part of our witness. 

 

Saturday’s session focused on “witness” as a verb, as in 
“to testify.” She referenced the book of Acts remarking 
how another title for it could be, “The Acts of the Holy 
Spirit through the Work of the Apostles.” She urged 
conventioneers to focus on their strategic placement by 
God to proclaim Jesus as  “the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth,” and realize that we cannot let 
ourselves be isolated in a Christian bubble. Witnessing 
must be real. Witnessing is not a suggestion; it is a 
command. 

“You are a Witness”  



Save the dates for the 35th Biennial LWML Convention to be held at the David L. 
Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 27–June 30, 
2013. The theme “Quenched! by the Water” is based on John 4:14: “...but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will 
give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  

Visit www.lwml.org for the latest in convention news!  

Four teens attended the District Convention this year. 
Special programming for them was well received. Their 
favorite part was packing gift boxes for deployed 
members of the military. Looking ahead to the next 
convention, events will be considered for both Friday and 
Saturday as several of them attended both days.  

 

In other teen news, A group at Good Shepherd, Midwest 
City, is up and running strong. Under the leadership of 
Helen Kromanaker, they are focused on puppet ministry.  

 

Our teen project of collecting stuffed animals has been 
completed and donations are being made to OU Medical 
Center’s Children’s Hospital and Child Abuse Network, 
Tulsa. Additional donations were distributed in April. 
Final count was 174 items. 

 

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Teen LWML Coordinator 

Teens Convene in Guthrie 
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Pictured above from left to right: Leslie Martinez, Corina Paschall, 
Past National LWML President Linda Reiser, Maggie Castaneda, 
and Vanessa Gomez. 

Past Oklahoma District President 
Patti Ross, who presently serves as  
LWML Vice President of Christian 
Life, addressed the District 
Convention on April 13, replacing 
President Kay Kreklau, unable to 
attend due to family illness. Ross 
introduced President  Kreklau via 
DVD presentation and brought 
greetings from her.  

 

President Kreklau encouraged our district to be bold in our 
witness to others. She reported that as of October 2011, 
LWML had raised $100,000,000 in mites throughout its 70-
year history and that the current national mite goal is $1.825 
million. Primary targets for LWML, she reported, are 1) 
growing in the Lord, 2) valuing all women, and 3) living the 
mission.  

 

Vice President Ross encouraged conventioneers to consider 
their LWML story when witnessing to others, urging them to 
ask themselves who mentored them, or if there was a special 
event or Bible study that touched them in their faith walk. She 
spoke of the Oklahoma District’s long-standing history of mite 
giving and of sending women to the national level. Presently 
serving along with Ross, she reported, are Marguerite 
Christman, Convention Manager; Myrna Lou Meyer, Mustard 
Seed Task Force; and Bev England, Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee. 

Ross Encourages 
Bold Witness 

Gifts from the Heart Given in Abundance 

Donations were given in abundance to this convention’s 
Gifts from the Heart campaign. A total of 22 boxes of 
supplies were packed for overseas military, and 37 grocery 
bags and 1 box of canned goods were donated to the 
Guthrie Food Bank. Items included: 
 
Bandanas                                                                        172 
Batteries                                                           53 packages 
Beef jerky                                                         91 packages 
Black stocking caps                                                          76 
Breath mints                                                   116 packages 
Cat flea collars                                                                 50 
Chewing gum                                                 393 packages 
Color books & crayons                                              85 sets 
Crystal Lite drink mix                                                      158 

D-rings                                                                              28 
Granola bars                                                          77 boxes 
Hand sanitizer                                                      147 bottles 
Head lamps                                                                       29 
Instant coffee                                                    61 packages 
Instant oatmeal                                                     469 boxes 
Small flashlights                                                                33 
Talcum powder                                                44 containers 
Tea bags                                                              3112 bags 
Tuna or chicken                               45 packages, 123 cans 
White socks                                                      21 packages 
Ziplock bags                                                            76 boxes 
 
The items listed above were sorted, placed into the Ziplock 
bags, and packed in shipping boxes 20-25 bags per box.  
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Shortly before 12:30 a.m. on April 15, 2012, a tornado struck 
Woodward, OK.  Six Oklahomans lost their lives and 
approximately 30 more were injured; 89 homes and 13 
businesses were destroyed.  Damages are still being 
assessed. The needs of the Woodward community are large. 
The community has received an abundance of donated 
items, but their immediate need is for monetary donations.   

 

The District LCMS has established a Disaster Relief 
Committee chaired by Rev. Ron Simpson, Pastor of Good 
Shepherd, Midwest City, and Junior Counselor for District 
LWML. An email was distributed via LWML Public Relations 
Representatives encouraging congregations to take up a 
special offering to send to the residents of Woodward. 
Donations will be filtered through LWML (for tracking 
purposes) to the Disaster Relief Committee for disbursement 
to residents in need. Spiritual Care Kits will also be 
distributed to residents of Woodward.  

Stormy weather was cause for concern during and 
after the District Convention in Guthrie. After hearing 
reports of storms ahead of them, three Panhandle 
LWML members took cover at a carwash in Seiling. As 
others seeking protection joined them, they were given 
a unique and unexpected witnessing opportunity. 
Sharing their faith and the homemade cookies they 
received at the close of the convention, they waited for 
an all-clear message. June Wadley snapped this 
picture of Joyce Watson and Rosemary Faust, right, 
and Rebecca and Renee Bagley, left. After a couple of 
hours, storms passed, and all arrived home safely.  

 Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer, Edmond 

Left to Right: Rebecca Bagley, Renee Bagley, Joyce Watson, 
and Rosemary Faust. 

 
Retreat cabins at Lutherhoma 

LWML Mission Grant assists in Camp 

Lutherhoma Renovations  

Pine Cabin with beds covered by 
quilts sewn by LWML societies 

“The main kitchen, pantry and walk-in refrig-
erator at Camp Lutherhoma are receiving a 
face lift thanks to the LWML project grant 
recently approved at their convention in 
Guthrie,” said Busch. “The floors are getting 
tiles, the walls are getting new coverings, 
and new appliances and shelves are being 
purchased.”  

“I want to thank you for supporting Camp 
Lutherhoma,” read an email from John 
Busch, Director of Camp Lutherhoma, to 
District President Susan Brunkow. 
Renovation to the main dining hall, made 
possible through the passing of the Camp 
Lutherhoma Kitchen Renovation Mission 
Grant, began within days following the 
passing of partial payment at the May 5 
Board of Directors meeting.  

 

While quilts sewn by district societies grace 
the beds of one of the retreat cabins, a 
second one has been built. Camp 
Lutherhoma is in need of more quilts. 
Reports Busch, “All of the beds in Pine are 
covered with quilts provided by LWML 
ladies...throughout Oklahoma. The second 
cabin, Aspen, is almost completed and will 
still need about 20 twin (64x84) and 4 queen 
(100x100) quilts.” 

 

Specified sizes allow for tucking the 
quilts under the mattresses when 
necessary. Societies sewing quilts 
for the camp can send the quilts with 
campers this summer or deliver them 
to Grace Lutheran Church, Tulsa.   

Woodward  

Disaster  

Relief  

Project  

 Around the District 



Page 7 Volume 45, Issue 2 

All Things Purple 
The 2012 LCMS Convention, held in Norman, April 20-21, 
was the backdrop for the LWML Oklahoma District to host an 
exhibit of “All Things Purple.”  The exhibit was set up and 
staffed by District LWML President Susan Brunkow and 
Public Relations Director Bev England. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to share our new mission grant list, Mite Boxes, 
purple treats and giveaway items.  

 

President Brunkow extended greetings to the assembly, 
sharing our goal for LWML Mission Grants for the upcoming 
biennium.  She presented a gift of “All Things Purple” to our 
LCMS District President, Rev. Barrie Henke.   

 

Many smiles, handshakes and great contacts were made.  
Inquiries regarding our mission work were made by 
conventioneers from all over Oklahoma. What an amazing 
opportunity to share our LWML convention theme, “You Will 
Be My Witnesses” (Acts 1:8).   

 

Special guests at the convention were Rev. Joel Scheiwe, 
missionary to Hong Kong, and LCMS President Rev. 
Matthew Harrison of St. Louis, Mo.   

Submitted by Bev England, Public Relations Director 

The ‘Blitz Team’ has a busy summer ahead.  Plans are for: 

 

 A mini Blitz retreat at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Church in Skiatook.  We will have meeting moves, a 
little structure for the new group, Bible study, group fun 
dynamics and more!  No date yet, but we’ll let you know 
through the Zone Presidents and Zone PR Reps. 

 A set-up meeting for planning a Blitz will take place in 
May with both pastors at Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Broken Arrow. 

 A planning session for a Blitz at Lord of Life Lutheran 
Church in Bixby is also in the making. 

 This fall we are hopeful to be in OKC for a Blitz, maybe 
two or three. 

 

Stay tuned, you may be called upon to be on a Blitz Team 
when a Blitz occurs in your neighborhood! 

  Submitted by Bev England , Blitz Team Leader 

Add Some Glitz  
with an LWML Blitz 

Lutheran World Relief  
Drop Off Dates 

 

Wichita, KS  Tuesday, October 9—9:00 am to noon 
Hays, KS  Wednesday, October 10—9:00 am to noon 
Salina, KS  Thursday, October 11—9:00 am to noon 
Topeka, KS Friday, October 12—9:00 am to noon 

Heart to Heart Sisters 
Coordinator Nelly Castaneda 
(pictured  left) reported that 
eleven women, three teens, 
two pastors, and four kids 
attended the District 
Convention in April, enjoying 

leading Zumba for conventioneers as well as the 
convention itself. Volunteers have stepped forward to 
assist with the program. During her address at 
convention, Castaneda shared her experience attending 
the LWML Convention last summer in Peoria. Remarking 
that the Oklahoma District is “ahead of the pack,” she 
writes in her report to the Board of Directors, “There is 
much more to do still. I pray that in time, GOD’S TIME, 
this program will mature and grow even more.” 

Special Focus 
Ministries: 
Heart to Heart 

Servants of the King, LWML Society at King of Kings, 
Glenpool, held their second annual Spring Market on 
March 31 at the Glenpool Convention Center. Sixty-two 
vendors enticed approximately 500 people from the 
community to attend and buy. A brown bag lunch was 
available to vendors and volunteers. King of Kings 
provided information about their congregation. Servants 
of the King sold baked items earmarking $1,000 of their 
proceeds for District mites. “One of the reasons for 
starting our Spring Market was to be able to raise funds 
so we could contribute money where it was needed,” 
reported Vicki Wing, Society President, King of Kings. 
“We have been so blessed the past two years to do just 
that.”  

 

Last year’s Spring Market raised $2000 for various 
causes. Plans are underway for the third annual Spring 
Market to be held in March 2013.  

 

Spring Market Raises  
Valuable Funds 
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      From the Zones 
Miami Zone encourages other zones to consider Dianna 
Just from Vinita when looking for a mission speaker for 
upcoming fall events. Just is a frequent traveler for mission 
work, visiting India last year and on her way to Hong Kong 
this year. Keep her and her team in your prayers. 

 

Enid Zone praises God for the re-dedication of the LWML 
society at Zion, Lahoma. To God be the glory!  

 

In the Kingfisher Zone: Mt. Calvary, Watonga, support the 
Food Closet by donating food. St. John’s Lamplighters, 
Okarche, collects clothes and other items for Orphan Grain 
Train. 

  

Panhandle Zone is also gathering, sorting, boxing and 
storing items for the Orphan Grain Train. Pickup of items 
will take place in Guymon in the near future. The zone is 
working with Delia Hansen, Mission Servants Committee 
Chairman, assisting the victims of the April 15 tornado in 
Woodward.  

 

Oklahoma City Zone reports several activities of the Night 
Lighters, Holy Trinity, Edmond. This group crafted Easter 

cards for college students, and presented welcome bags to 
newly baptized and confirmed adults. Welcome bags 
include a tea towel, a loaf of home-baked banana bread, a 
Mite Box, a Mustard Seed devotion, and a welcome letter. 
Members marked Bibles with the Plan of Salvation, and 
Holy Trinity’s high school students will distribute them on 
their summer mission trip. An invitation to host the next four 
Board of Directors meetings was extended by Son Lighters 
and Night Lighters (The Board accepted the invitation on 
May 5).  
 

Ponca City Zone hosted the Oklahoma District LWML 
Convention. Members were kept busy preparing quilts for 
tying at the servant events,  arranging childcare, designing 
and decorating The Dominion House, leading servant 
events, greeting, registering, and serving as special host to 
Donna Pyle, Bible study leader. “To all who attended the 
52

nd
 OK LWML District Convention, thank you,” reported 

Debbie Hooper, Zone President. “I hope something 
touched your heart during those Spirit-filled hours.”  

One hundred ten Oklahoma college girls received 
from LWML survival kits reminding them of Jesus’ 
love at a time when spiritual reminders are most 
important: finals.  

 

“The kits were an idea I received from my daughter,” said Debbie Hooper, 
Ponca City Zone President. “As a teen, she remembered a kit I had made 
once and it made an impression on her. Mary Moerbe, (Pastor's wife, 
deaconess, and author) from Blackwell contacted zone presidents to collect 
names and addresses of young women from their congregations that were 
away at college.  Packets were sent just prior to finals to let the young women 
know that LWML women were thinking of them and that GOD LOVED 
THEM !” 

Toothpick: To pick out the good in others.  Matthew 7:1 
Rubber Band:  To be flexible but not break your faith.  Romans 8:28 
Band Aid:  To mend hurt feelings.  Colossians 3:12-14 
Pencil:  To list your blessings daily.  Ephesians 1:3 
Gum:  "Stick with it," for with God you can accomplish anything. Phil. 4:13 
Button:  "Your Lips"…to keep from saying unkind things.  1 Peter 3:10 
Life Saver:  The Lord is there to help.  Psalm 46:1 
Eraser:  Everyone makes mistakes sometimes and that's okay.  1 John 2:12 
Cross:  "…by His wounds you have been healed."  1 Peter 2:24 
Candle:  To be the light in someone else's day.  Matthew 5:14-16 
Tea Bag:  Relax and go over that list of blessings.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 
Penny:  LWML's mighty mites do great things for missions!! 

College Survival Kits offer  
reminder of  Christ’s Love Food for the Soul 

 

Food for the soul, 
What can it be? 
Is it green and leafy? 
Does it come from a tree? 
Yes, it comes from a tree, 
The tree of the cross. 
It is all for my good, 
And it came at great cost. 
Jesus gave up His life 
So that I might live. 
What a wondrous gift 
For our God to give! 
Food for the soul 
Is found in His Word. 
The Bible is the best story 
My soul ever heard. 
It tells me how Jesus opened the door 
So all can go to heaven forevermore. 
Food for the soul, 
What can it be? 
It’s the story of Jesus 
And it comes from a tree. 
 

Submitted by Joyce Von Dielingen, 
V.P. Christian Life 



Mission Grants for 2012-2014  
Grant                     Amount  Paid 
 

1. Oklahoma Ministerial Students —Christmas money        $10,000 

2. Orphan Grain Train, Orphans and Bettered Women—Lithuania     $   3,400  $3,400 

3. Trinity/Hope Lutheran Schools in Haiti—Lunch Program       $  5,000 

4. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Scholarship Fund      $10,000 

5. MOST Ministries, Water Outreach Program—Family Water Systems    $  5,000 

6. Cristo Rey “Food for Thought” Mission Outreach—Oklahoma City     $  3,500 

7. Camp Lutherhoma Kitchen Renovations—Tahlequah         $  8,500  $4,000 

8. Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch Flood Restoration          $  4,000 

9. Catechisms for Oklahoma’s Burmese Immigrants—Guymon and Oklahoma City $  3,000 

10. Lutheran Braille Workers—Tulsa             $  3,000  $1,500 

11. Alice Brauer’s Nutrition Program for children—India        $    500 

12. Lutheran Blind Missions—Audio Bible Study          $  3,000 

13. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Assistance—Tulsa       $  3,000  $1,500 

14. Family Promise, Aid to Homeless Families—Lawton        $  5,000 

15. Lutheran Malaria Initiative               $  3,000  

16. Hands of Mercy, Special Needs—Yambia, Sudan         $  5,000 

17. OK District Lutheran 6th Grade, Camp Lutherhoma Scholarship      $  1,600 

18. 1001 Orphans—Kenya               $  2,000 

19. OK Teen LWML Scholarship Assistance, National Convention 2013    $  2,000 

20. Hospital Addition, Christian Welfare Center—Malappuram, India     $  8,000 

21. Training Future Pastors—Uganda             $  2,500 

22. Student Tuition Scholarship, Good Shepherd Lutheran School—MWC    $  1,000 

                  TOTAL  $92,000  $10,400 

Dear 
Heavenly 

Father, we 
thank You for 

Your love 
through 

Jesus. We ask 
Your blessing 
on our new 

mission 
grants. May 
they serve to 
witness the 

saving grace 
of Your  Son. 

In Jesus' 
name we 

pray. Amen. 

From the Archivist-
Historian 

District Archivist-Historian Marilyn Alsip reported at the recent 
Board of Directors meeting that our district seems lacking photos 
for the district scrapbooks currently being compiled. She requests 
anyone having photos of any retreats, fall and spring events, or 
conventions to send her copies of photos. Photos can either be 
emailed to her at granny509@cox.net or sent via mail to 509 N. 
Poplar Lane, Midwest City, Okla., 73130-2923. When writing on 
the back of photos, she advises to use writing instruments specifi-
cally for archival use. 
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Mark Your Mark Your   
Calendar!Calendar!  

Fall Fest Locations 

Enid   Sept. 22 Redeemer, Enid 
Kingfisher  Sept. 22 Our Savior, Guthrie 
Lawton   TBA  St. John, Lawton 
Miami   Sept.   8 St. John, Pryor 
Oklahoma City Sept. 15 St. John’s, Moore 
Panhandle  Sept. 22 St. Paul, Texhoma 
Ponca City  Sept. 22 Our Redeemer, Cushing 
Tulsa    TBA  TBA 



 

District Board  

 

Oklahoma District President 

 Susan Brunkow 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

VP of Christian Life 

 Joyce Von Dielingen 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Lori Steele 

VP of Communication 

 Myrna Lou Meyer 

VP of Special Focus  

Ministries 

 Dianna Just 

Recording Secretary 

 Esther Bersche 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Teresa Heater 

Treasurer 

 Katie Schroeder 

Financial Secretary 

 Leola Thiemann 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Bill Schneider 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Ron Simpson 

Public Relations Chairman 

 Bev England 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Marilyn Alsip 

Web Servant 

 Sarah Ross 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Krystine Gibson 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Delia Hansen 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Nelly Castaneda 

Young Women Chairmen 

 Laura Price 

 Katie Schelp 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Susan Bieber 

Planning Facilitator 

 Sue Avis 
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Oklahoma District Convention 2012 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of 
the world. 

 


