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“Serve the Lord with Gladness” 
Ps.100:2 
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Come with your LWML sisters to Camp Lutherhaven for an adventure you are sure to remember! 
We are all about missions and here is an opportunity to have hands-on-experience right here in our 
own wonderful state of Oklahoma! 
 

This is a beautiful part of our state and you will enjoy the great outdoors. Our hands will be busy 
sewing and hanging curtains for the bunkhouse and the main lodge. All the fabric and hardware 
have been purchased by the District LWML to spruce up the camp buildings. Dorothy Gilbreath, a 
seasoned drapery and curtain seamstress from Langley and a member of St. John, Pryor is leading 
the charge to help us with the project. All meals will be furnished with Marci Beikmann from El Reno 
cooking at the camp.  Lots of hands are needed to complete our plans and you can play a special 
role. So here are some details: 

Starting Thursday, June 4 at 10 a.m. and ending on Saturday, June 6 at 10 a.m. 

Bring your own bed linens, towels and personal items 

Room for 52 to sleep in beds 

All meals will be provided 

Bottled water has been donated 

Give a donation of $20 to cover the cost of meals 

Bring a flashlight, Bible, paper and pen 

Camp clothing and shoes 

Donations accepted for general expenses 

Contact Bev England or Linda Lee Kremeier if you can donate: use of sewing machine               
and/or iron/ironing boards, or bring baked dessert items 

 

Reserve your spot today by contacting Bev at 918-557-4467 or bevaengland[at]aol.com or                
Linda at 405-205-3207 or llkremeier_2000[at]yahoo.com. You’ll have the time of your life! 
 

 Submitted by Betty Reichert, Editor 

It’s Curtains!It’s Curtains!It’s Curtains!It’s Curtains!    
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You don’t have to go very far around Oklahoma LWML circles before you hear the words mission trip!  For the first time in 
Oklahoma LWML history, we are going on a mission trip!  Not very far, not even beyond our state border, but none the less, it is 
going to be like visiting another land.  Nearly 30 women have signed up for the trek to our western panhandle on June 4th thru 
the 6th to experience something totally new to most of us!  Granted, some of our LWML sisters have gone to China, Guatemala, 
and other far places, but as a district project, this is our first and is sure to be an adventure for all of us! 
 

Any of you having gone on one of these trips, I know have a story or two to tell and my one brush with a mission trip prompts me 
to share my experience with you.  A few years ago, I attended Crossroads in St. Louis, an event sponsored by our LCMS. This 
took us to mission sites in the St. Louis area and upon visiting the sites, I wanted to stay at each one and pitch in. One was a 
conversion of a lovely, very old brick church on the campus of St. Louis University.  LCMS was converting the church into a 
Christian Coffee House for students. The back portion was to be a day care center for children of university students.  Another 
was a Lutheran day school in East St. Louis that was being renovated for underprivileged children in that immediate area.  A 

brave and courageous Lutheran principal began this outreach in the most distressed area of the city and it has grown at an astounding rate, 
bringing families into the church through the children with baptisms and membership.  I wanted to stay right there and help!  A very heart rendering 
experience to see the joy of the Lord in their faces. 
 

Do prayerfully consider signing up for our Lutherhaven Mission Trip and be filled with the joy of doing something as 
simple as making curtains for the camp facilities. Think of all the children, youth and groups that will be at the camp 
for retreats and activities in the years ahead.  Think of the joy it will bring to others by your service and the joy you will 
receive by working with your sisters, sharing the fun, food, fellowship, worship, song and Bible study.  I will sing to the 
Lord because he has been good to me! Psalm 13:6  NIV 
 

Join me in thanking Pastor Wescoatt for offering and coordinating this opportunity for us!  Be a part of this historical 
event in our Oklahoma LWML!  You wanted somehow to go down in history right?  Well ladies, here’s your chance! 
 

Love and blessings dear DREAM TEAM sisters!  See you at Lutherhaven! 
 

Love in Christ, Bev England, Oklahoma District LWML President 

DDDDevoted, RRRRedeemed, EEEExclaiming 
His Love, AAAActive in prayer and 
service with MiMiMiMission hearts 

alive! 
TTTTogether EEEEveryone 
AAAAccomplishes MMMMore 

Bev England 

The Lord . . . be gracious to you.  Numbers 6:25 
 

In general, our culture treasures graciousness, especially in women.  A gracious welcome by an experienced 
hostess gets an evening dinner party off to a great start.  A gracious teacher or physician invites good 
questions and helps us make more thoughtful decisions.  A gracious note of encouragement can keep most of 
us going for a week—or a month—even through difficult circumstances. 
 

When we meditate on these examples of graciousness, we see how wonderfully they reflect the “good word” 
our Lord speaks over us in His benediction. 
 

Consider, for example, God the Father as a gracious host.  Consider the banquet feast – the Wedding Supper 
of the Lamb—He is even now preparing for us and to which He has in Jesus invited us (Revelation 19:6-9).  
Think about His smile of welcome on the day you pass through the gates of heaven and into that Forever 
Feast!  How gracious our Lord is! 
 

Or consider Jesus, our Great Physician.  He knows just when our bodies and our hearts hurt.  He speaks 
words of help, of healing, of hope into our hearts.  And His touch conveys everything we need to make it 
through the day, through the week, through this life in peace.  How gracious our Lord is! 
 

Graciousness is the flip side of mercy.  In mercy, our Lord refused to give us what we by our sins deserved.  
He punished Jesus, His own Son, instead—in our stead, in our place.  Now, in grace, He gives us enormous 
blessings, none of which we have earned or deserved. 
 

In these words, “The Lord … be gracious to you,” we hear the intentions of Almighty God toward us from all 
eternity past and into all eternity future.  Those intentions remain forever good and gracious.  Whatever you 
face today, let the gracious arms of your God enfold and protect you! 
 

My Lord, I know you are gracious—in my mind.  Help me to feel it and trust it more and more deeply—in my 
heart!  Amen.                    Submitted by Cindy Boster, Christian Life Committee Member 
 

Written by Jane L. Fryar. Used with permission grant #032609.  © 2009 CTA, Inc.  No duplication of “Day Thirteen”  
      is allowed without the express written consent of CTA, PO Box 1205, Fenton, MO 63026.  www.CTAinc.com   

Food for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the Soul    

Prayer Prayer Prayer Prayer 
CardsCardsCardsCards    

Prayer cards have become very 
popular around our district for 
use as a witness and uplifting 
message to family, friends, and 
those who serve you in 
restaurants, stores, and hotels.  
These can be purchased 
through Patti Ross, PR 
Director. These will also be 
available at the Fall Fests and 
Retreat.  

Dr. Alice Brauer will be 
celebrating her birthday on May 
28. She will be 71 years young. 
If you would like to send her 
birthday greetings here is her 
address: 
Dr. Alice G Brauer 
Bethesda Hospital Compound 
Ambur 635-802 Vellore District 
Tamilnadu, India 
 
Extra postage is required. 
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“A Time to Serve…”   Does that sound familiar?  Well, it should—it was the theme of our recent Spring Flings!  After Pastor Schroeder went 
Spring Flinging to First Lutheran in Chickasha, and I flung myself to Grace Lutheran in Tulsa and Zion Lutheran in Buffalo, that theme was well 
embedded in our minds. You may recall how the Bible study looked at the words of King Solomon in Ecclesiastes as he referred to a time for 
everything under the sun. The time upon which we focused was, of course, our Spring Fling theme, “A Time to Serve!”   It was a good reminder 
for us that God has redeemed us for His purpose: serving Him and reaching out in love to others in His name.   
 

Saint Paul talked a lot about two powerful truths of our Christian faith.  The first was justification that talks all about what Jesus has done for us 
and our redemption.  The other was sanctification that tells us how we are to live as redeemed children of God.  In Ephesians 2:8-10, he 
beautifully showed how those two truths are connected and how they impact our spiritual life:  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”   Justification – we are saved by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ.  Sanctification – we are to be about a life filled with good works, actions of love.   As Christians, there is not a question as to 
whether or not we will serve, because service to the Lord is an understood, assumed, automatic outpouring from our Christian faith.   
 

The challenge comes for us in recognizing the opportunities that God places before us.  Our sinful human flesh all too readily responds to a service 
opportunity with such mumbling words like, “I haven’t got time!” or, “I’m not qualified to do that!”  If we can make these statements after 
praying for God’s guidance and wisdom, then they may be valid for us and for this particular time in our life.  God may indeed be using our time and 
our gifts in other areas of service.  But if our response is hasty and lacking in prayerful deliberation, then we are letting the devil sway us to make 
another decision:  I WILL NOT SERVE!  God forbid!   As King Solomon prayed for wisdom, so we, too, pray for wisdom from God’s Holy Spirit to 
lead us into various areas of service.  Some service areas may be familiar to us, while others may be new, challenging, and even fearful for us.  
However, as we experience the new, challenging and fearful, the Holy Spirit allows us to stretch in our personal faith and with it in our faith-
motivated service.  Stretching may be painful at first, but it works to limber up our life for the work of Christ’s kingdom.  May the Holy Spirit stretch 
you in your service within the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, as well as other areas of your life at home, at church, and within your 
community.  Remember, it is the Holy Spirit who gives you the wisdom to recognize God’s “time to serve” for you, and it is that same Spirit who 
empowers you to be a blessing to our risen Lord Jesus Christ and His precious Church!  Prayerfully look for “a time to serve” that the Holy Spirit 
has prepared just right for you, then do not be afraid to seize it and serve!      
 

With Joy in our risen Jesus, 
 

Pastor Barrie Henke 
Oklahoma District LWML Senior Counselor   

 
 

Look to the Hills...God Reigns!  
Oklahoma LWML members will be 
on their way soon to the national 
LWML convention in Portland, 

Oregon, June 25-28. 
 
 
 
 
 

Official delegation consisting of 9 Zone Delegates, District President, District 
Pastoral Counselor and Two Young Woman Representatives 

Oklahoma LWML’ers from across the district 
Oklahoma District Caucus, Thursday, 4:00-6:00 pm. 
Oklahoma District Photo, Friday, 5:10 pm. 
Patti Ross nominated for Vice President of Christian Life 
Be sure to visit the YWR booth, Leader Development booth 
District President and YWRs in district banner procession 
YWRs in mission flags procession and recognized in front of convention 

 
A faith enhancing experience with thousands of other LCMS Women In Mission! 

Pastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral Insights    

Oklahoma District Banner for the 

LWML Convention in Portland. 

Designed and created by Betty 

Reichert of Messiah, Vinita. The 

banner was dedicated on Sunday, 

April 26, 2009 at Messiah.  

Portland Bound for LWML ConventionPortland Bound for LWML ConventionPortland Bound for LWML ConventionPortland Bound for LWML Convention    
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Miami Zone 
 

Several members from the Miami Zone enjoyed 
the Tri-Zone Spring Fling held at Grace Lutheran 
in Tulsa on March 7th. 
 

Congratulations to Claremore society who served 
a second “German Dinner” to benefit Habitat for 
Humanity who will be building a Thrivent for 
Lutherans home in Claremore. They raised over 
$6,000 as part of the 10% of the total cost which 
will be donated by Thrivent. 
 

Grace Peterson, Zone President 

Kingfisher Zone 
 

Mt. Calvary in Watonga has taken on the local 
Food Pantry as a project. They are going to have 
quarterly meetings to see if that would draw more 
interest.  
 

Trinity Lutheran in El Reno had a special guest, 
Diana Dawkins from the Women of Faith. Trinity 
LWML will provide bags containing coloring 
books and reading material for the children during 
worship service for their event in October at the 
Ford Center. 
 

Our Savior LWML in Guthrie hosted two Lenten 
meals, made an Easter Banner, and are working 
on layettes for LWR. 
 

St John’s  Ladies Aid LWML tied three quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief at their activity meetings. 
 

St John’s Lamplighters hosted two Lenten meals. 
The donations went toward the cost for members 
to attend the LWML convention.  
 

Emmanuel LWML in Kingfisher hosted a Seder 
(Passover) meal on April 4, 2009. 
 

There will be  approximately 12 ladies going to 
Portland, Oregon for the LWML convention from 
the Kingfisher Zone. 

Sharon Bomhoff, Zone President 

Lawton Zone 
 

First Lutheran in Chickasha did a wonderful job 
hosting the Spring Fling.  We had 90 registrants, with 
a total of 91 present including the presenters, 2 
pastors and 1 vicar. The Lawton Zone was well 
represented with 5 of our congregations participating.  
The Gifts from the Heart for the Pregnancy Testing 
and Counseling Center was tremendous. 
 

On March 28, members of the Lawton Zone Board of 
Directors met at St. John’s, Granite. We were able to 
revise our bylaws and will submit a draft to the district 
Structure Committee.  We will also be sending a draft 
to each congregation so that they may be reviewed 
locally and then voted on at our next Zone business 
meeting. 

Kathie Gerdes, Zone President 

Oklahoma City Zone 
 

Spring Fling was awesome. We thank Chickasha for 
hosting this event and for Pastor Schroeder for 
leading us with Bible study. The district officers taught 
us so much about LWML, and inspired us to continue 
in our service through LWML. 

Shari Stepanek, Zone President 

Oklahoma District Mission Trip 
June 4-6 

Camp Lutherhaven 
 

LWML Convention Portland 
June 25-28 

Portland, Oregon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 23-24 
Oakridge Christian Camp and Retreat 

Anadarko, OK 

Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your         
Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!        

    

Enid Zone 
 

Several societies are having dinners to honor 
new members, confirmands, baptisms, and 
graduates. The LWML at St. John’s in Covington 
is giving to the Special Gifts Fund in honor of their 
graduates.  
 

Two churches will be celebrating 110 years 
anniversaries in May. 
 

Some of the pastor’s wives will be attending the 
retreat.  
 

Beth Schoeling, Zone President 

Ponca City Zone 
 

Six of the seven societies in our zone were 
represented at the Spring Fling including one pastor 
and one child in childcare for a total attendance from 
our zone of 25 - 30. 
 

On April 8th, I visited with the Deborah Circle ladies of 
Trinity Lutheran, Blackwell. I gave them a very brief 
Sioux Falls convention report. Then we spent time 
reviewing the guidelines for hosting a zone event, as 
they will be the hostesses for the Ponca City Zone 
Fall Fest. Together we chose Saturday, September 
19th as the date for our Fall Fest. Our mission 
speakers will be Rev. Carlton and Arlene Riemer who 
are returning from their mission trip to India the first 
week of May. This group that describes themselves 
as “small but mighty” are very enthusiastic about 
hosting our event and have already secured folders, 
nametags and pencils. 
 

On May 3, I joined the District Blitz team at Christ 
Lutheran, Perry. 

Leola Thiemann, Zone President 

Tulsa Zone 
The Spring Fling was a wonderful event with 143 
members from the Miami, Ponca City and Tulsa 
Zones attending.  

 

Carol Fruehling, Zone President 

Zone Fall FestsZone Fall FestsZone Fall FestsZone Fall FestsZone Fall FestsZone Fall FestsZone Fall FestsZone Fall Fests        
 
Psalm 121:1-2 
Isaiah 52:7 
 
Enid  Zone 
October 3—Immanuel, Breckenridge 

Kingfisher Zone 
September 12—Emmanuel, Kingfisher 

Lawton Zone 
September 19—St. Peter, Apache 

Miami Zone 
September 12—Redeemer, Claremore 

Oklahoma City Zone 
September 19—Faith, Oklahoma City 

Panhandle Zone 
October 17—Trinity, Guymon 

Ponca City  Zone 
September 19—Trinity, Blackwell 

Tulsa Zone 
September 26—Trinity, Broken Arrow 

Panhandle Zone 
 

The Enid Zone & Panhandle Zone met on March 14th 
in Buffalo for the OK District LWML Spring Fling, with 
42 attending.  A wonderful presentation of ideas, 
suggestions, information and the Word was received.  
Great fellowship and food was shared, and memories 
made.  Our mission projects were greatly blessed. A 
wonderful day of Lutheran Women (and Pastors!) was 
enjoyed by all. 
The societies are continuing their individual mission 
projects, and the planning of the Fall Fest will start 
soon. 

Jarie Coggins, Panhandle Zone President 
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The LWML Spring Fling 
consisting of 140 members 
from the Miami, Ponca City, 
and Tulsa Zones met at Grace 
Lutheran in Tulsa on Saturday, 
March 7, 2009.  The theme 
was A Time to Serve, based on 
Ecclesiastes 3:1.    It was a day 
full of times:  a time to praise, 
mentor, plan, and spread the Gospel.  Pastor Mason 
Beecroft from Grace opened in the sanctuary.  
LWML Presenters were Wendy Bacon, Bev 
England, Judy Roggow, Patti Ross, and Rev. Barrie 
Henke who led the Bible study.   
 

We wish to thank the LWML Ponca City Zone for 
coordinating registration, Christ the Redeemer in 
Tulsa for breakfast & coffee, Bethlehem Lutheran in 
Adair for providing table decorations, and Grace 
Lutheran for lunch.  Table favors were courtesy of 

Messiah Lutheran in Vinita.   
Gifts from the Heart:  Donations of food and 
women’s personal use items were split between the 
Peoria Neighborhood House (serving a low-income 
community) and Glory House (a halfway house for 
women).  Vicar Chris Tiews from Grace Lutheran 
blessed the items and also led the closing devotion. 
 

Other pastors in attendance were: Pr Harold 
Klawitter of Trinity in Broken Arrow, Pr. Wayne 
Schuett from First in Muskogee, and Pr. Dwight 
Moeller of Bethlehem Lutheran in Adair.   

 

Submitted by Alexis Wasson, LWML Eastern Reporter 

District MultiDistrict MultiDistrict MultiDistrict Multi----Zone Spring Flings Zone Spring Flings Zone Spring Flings Zone Spring Flings     
Miami, Ponca City   Miami, Ponca City   Miami, Ponca City   Miami, Ponca City   
and Tulsa  and Tulsa  and Tulsa  and Tulsa      

Tulsa Zone President, Carol Fruehling and members of 

Christ the Redeemer, Barb Sprunger and Lynne 

Kollock, prepare to deliver Gifts from the Heart. 

March 14, 2009 was an exciting mission day 
for 42 LWML’ers and guests at Zion Lutheran 

Church in Buffalo, OK.   Some drove 3½ hours 
from the east and west to attend. 
 

They were “On a Mission” for themselves to 
greet, hug, and enjoy each others’ company.  
President Beth Schoeling, Enid Zone said, 
“Friendships were renewed—it was 
comfortable like a family reunion”. 
 

…“On a Mission” to hear our District 
Leadership committee share a wealth of 
information to equip us for pointing others to Christ.  Panhandle President Jarie 
Coggins said, “Good, precise information was well presented for this happy and relaxed 
group”. A Bible study, prepared by the District, “A Time to Serve” was led by Pastor 
Henke. The women enjoyed shopping at the LWML Store with receipts of $190. 
 

…“On a Mission” through these awesome LWML’ers gathering $475 for the India 
Mission with whom Pastor and Arlene Riemer are involved, $337 Mission Mite offering, 
$340 registration fees which was totally donated to the District, and over 100 pounds of 
can goods donated to the local pantry. 
 

…”On a Mission” to remember, NOW is the time to share, point others to Christ, and 
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus!  Let someone see it in your eyes, hear it in your voice, 
and feel it in your touch. 

Submitted by Anita Miller, LWML Western Reporter 

Enid and Panhandle  Enid and Panhandle  Enid and Panhandle  Enid and Panhandle      

The women of First Lutheran, Chickasha, were the hosts for the Tri-Zone Spring Fling on 
March 8.  We had wonderful weather and a very good turnout.  A number of women from 
the Tri-Zone churches worshipped at First Lutheran before the Spring Fling began.    
Ninety-one people were in attendance, including two pastors and one vicar. Ninety 
women actually registered.  Representing the district were Bev England, Patti Ross, 
Marguerite Christman, Wendy Bacon, and Counselor Pastor D. Schroeder, who led the 
Bible study.  Pastor Thompson from Chickasha led the opening and closing devotions. 
 

The women from Chickasha provided a wonderful salad luncheon, with beautifully 
decorated tables, and made us all feel very welcome. 
 

Kathie Gerdes, Lawton Zone, handled registration along with her board members. Shari 
Stepanek, OKC Zone, prepared theme-related favors and gifts for our presenters, and 
worked closely with our host’s chairman, Alison Ross on the meal. Sharon Bomhoff, 
Kingfisher Zone and Linda Lee Kremeier, VP of Human Care, manned the LWML Store.  
Sharon provided theme-related name tags, etc.   
 

The Gifts from the Heart for the Pregnancy Testing and Counseling Center was 
tremendous.  We should have a report on that soon. 
 

Monies sent to the District Financial Secretary were $900 for registration (no expenses), 
$584.42 for the mite collection, and $380.50 for sales at the LWML Store.   
 

Overall we felt that God really blessed our Spring Fling with great hostesses, wonderful 
attendance, great sharing from our presenters, and a beautiful day besides.  
 

Submitted  by Kathie Gerdes, Lawton Zone President 

Kingfisher, Lawton and Oklahoma City Kingfisher, Lawton and Oklahoma City Kingfisher, Lawton and Oklahoma City Kingfisher, Lawton and Oklahoma City     

Women love to shop at the LWML Store. 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so 
that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 
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Grant                  Amount  Paid 

1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students         $12,000  $  6,000 

2. Disaster Relief—Greensburg, Kansas         $  5,000  $  5,000 

3. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Student Aid Fund   $12,000  $  6,000 

4. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships—Tahlequah, OK     $  5,000  $  5,000 

5. Lutheran Braille Workers #73—Our Savior, Tulsa, OK    $  3,000  $  3,000 

6. Outreach and Support—Cristo Rey Ministry, Oklahoma City, OK  $  3,000  $  3,000 

7. Concordia Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN   $10,000  $  5,000 

8. International Student Ministry—OSU         $  1,500  $  1,500 

9. Science Lab for Redeemer High School—Oklahoma City, OK   $  4,895  $  4,895 

10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool, Tuition Assistance—First, Tahlequah, OK $  3,050  $  3,050 

11. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center—Tulsa, OK $  5,000  $  5,000 

12. Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ—Oklahoma District     $  2,000  $  2,000 

13. The Rock After School Program—Zion Lutheran, Lahoma, OK  $  1,800  $  1,800 

14. Preparing Pastors Worldwide           $  6,000  $  6,000 

15. The Servant’s Heart, Tuition Assistance—Guatemala (Partial)  $  5,755  $  5,755 

                TOTAL  $80,000  $56,250 

Special Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 Disbursement    

The Oklahoma District received a check on a Mite Box Sunday for $100,000. The following is how that 
money has been disbursed to date. The delegates at convention voted to disburse $44,000 to selected 
mission grants. This gift and mission grant disbursement is over and above the mission grants for the 
2008-2010 Mission Grant Goal of $80,000. As you can see this special gift has been a blessing to 
many. These grants will be paid when the grant recipient requests the funds. We pray that this special 
gift reaches many who are hurting and brings them to know their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

                        Paid 

1. Twenty-five percent toward LWML Mission Grant Goal, Biennium 2007-2009    $  25,000   $25,000 

2. LWML exclusively for missions             $  25,000   $25,000 

3. Rev. Nourreddine Bennai, Muslim Student Outreach Program—Edmond, OK    $    3,000   $  3,000 

4. Nadia Abuamsha’s, City of Hope Muslin Women’s Outreach Program, Cleveland, OH  $    3,000   $  3,000 

5. Themba Trust Scholarships for Girls—Dirkiesdorp, South Africa      $    4,946   $  4,946 

6. Jesus’ Lambs’, Playground Structure—First Lutheran, Tahlequah, OK     $    4,900   $  4,900 

7. Production of Braille Magazine, Lawrence, KS          $    4,000 

8. Community Clean Water Project—Yunnan, China—CWEF       $    7,500   $  7,500 

9. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame—Oklahoma District          $  10,000   $ 10,000 

10. Diaconia Centers—Latvia              $    5,000   $  5,000 

11. Gambia Church Planting—Africa (Partial)           $    3,827   $  3,827 

12. Serving Justice—“God’s Word for Peace Officers”—Oklahoma District ( Partial)   $    3,827   $  1,963.50 

                   TOTAL $100,000   $94,136.50 

 Nancy West, VP of Gospel Outreach 

The Lutheran 
Women’s 

Missionary 
League has 

exceeded its $1.7 
million mission 
grant goal for 
2007-09 by 

$75,730.17, with 
the help of a 

recent anonymous 
memorial gift of 
$100,000. The 

Mite goal, which 
helps support 

missions all over 
the nation and 
the world, was 
reached through 

generous 
contributions 
from members of 

the 
organization’s 
40 districts..  

 It’s Grant 

Writing Tim
e! 

Forms at okl
wml.org 
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Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund     
    

Special Gifts Fund investments are earning interest for us and providing funds 
that will impact lives for Christ.  Interest of $2,017.54 has accrued to use for 
purposes, projects and programs recommended and approved by the 
Oklahoma District LWML Board of Directors.  Last quarter it was reported that 
interest monies were used to print the 80th Anniversary Booklet,           80 
Years 1928-2008 Reflections of the OK District LWML.  This quarter 
approximately $1200.00 has been ear marked to purchase curtain fabric!!!  
Let me explain:  Our very first Oklahoma Mission Trip has been planned.  It is 
to be at Camp Lutherhaven on June 4th thru the 6th, 2009.    The time will be 
spent sewing and installing curtains for the camp’s buildings.  What a great 
way to fellowship together and meet LWML’ers from across the state as we 
carry out “we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has 
need of us”.  
 

Donations to the Special Gifts Fund during the past quarter include: 
 

                             Gifts in Memory of   
                             Lorene Newell             Richard Laramy 
                             Mrs. E. H. Lechner      Laverne Schroeder 
                             LeRoy Schultz             Pat Henke 
 

And in addition from Cartridge Funds-$213.35, sale of Anniversary Books-
$120.50 and Interest-$198.14.  The Fund Balance as of March 31, 2009 is 
$32,473.35. 
 

Please send all gifts to OK District Financial Secretary, Lanece Young, P O 
Box 1685, Owasso, OK 74055.  She may be reached by telephone:           
918-0371-7875 or e-mail: laneceyoung[at]yahoo.com.  Be sure to give 
Lanece the name and address of the donor and who should be notified of the 
gift. 
 

Direct questions to Marilyn Laramy, 31 Stoneridge Road, Ponca City, OK 
74604-3418, e-mail: richardlaramy[at]hotmail.com or telephone 580-762-

Peace Officers’ Bibles Delivered to Lone Grove After TornadoPeace Officers’ Bibles Delivered to Lone Grove After TornadoPeace Officers’ Bibles Delivered to Lone Grove After TornadoPeace Officers’ Bibles Delivered to Lone Grove After Tornado    
At the Claremore Convention in 2008, mission funding was given for the purchase of God’s Word for Peace 
Officers Bibles to be distributed by Oklahoma District pastors engaged in Law Enforcement Chaplaincy.   
 

These special Bibles are produced by the LCMS RSO, Peace Officer Ministries headed by Rev. Stephen Lee.  
Rev. Stephen C. "Steve" Lee, B.A., M. Div., is a former California peace officer and NIS (now NCIS) federal 
special agent. As a called and ordained Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod pastor, he currently serves as 
Executive Director and Chaplain of Peace Officer Ministries, Inc. (POM), a national and international non-profit 
501c3 law enforcement chaplaincy he founded in 1996.  
 

In a quote from their POM Web site we hear, “Peace officers are God's servants, through whom he maintains 
law and order in society. We all have a duty to honor and support them (Romans 13:1-7). Christians have an 
additional motive for serving those who protect and serve us, because the love of Christ compels us to be His 
ambassadors to everyone  (2 Corinthians 5:14-21). Officers and those with whom they work are deeply affected 

by mankind's failure to keep the law of God.  Because of their exposure to this failure and its consequences, officers especially are at a high risk.” 
 

POM produces a special law enforcement edition Bible (with special cover and 96 page introduction by Chaplain Lee (approximately 30,000 
distributed to date), Rev. Lee was a chaplain on the team that recovered the steel-beam cross at Ground Zero, which will be preserved as part of 
the Ground Zero Memorial. He has donated thousands of POM Bibles to officers the world 
over, including Ground Zero responders, military police deploying to the Middle East, and 
other police agencies and officers affected by critical incidents.  
 

Thank you, men and women of Oklahoma for supporting this mission outreach.   
 

For more information on Peace Officers’ Ministry go to www.peaceofficerministries.org.  For 
information about Peace Officer Chaplaincy in Oklahoma contact Rev. Timothy Dorsch at 
Zion Lutheran, Fairmont.  Thank you to Rev. Joseph Meyers, Garber, for the photographs. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

  Submitted by Patti Ross, PR Director 

Pastor Tim Dorsch and Pastor 

Kochendorfer presenting Bibles to the 

Chief of Police of Lone Grove. 

Your District LWML had the premiere spot for display tables at the 
LCMS District Convention held April 24-25 in Norman!   
 

President Bev and PR Director Patti arrived on Friday around 
noon and set up the table (with the new 6 ft. PR banner) just 
inside the entry door, next to the registration desk and right 
across from the refreshment station!  I’m told Pastor Nehrenz 
made the display area assignments so next time you go to Trinity, 

Norman, tell him thanks!   
Marguerite joined us on Friday 
and we were able to show many 
pastors, delegates and other 
exhibitors our prayer cards, 
bedside devotions, new district 
brochure and tell them about our 
LWML Blitz events, Pastors’ 
Wives’ Retreat and that it is time 

to write mission grant proposals for the OKC 2010 convention.  
We left late after the communion worship service Friday evening.  
Bev and Patti returned on Saturday and stayed until around 1:30 
pm.   
 

There was a lot of interest in the Wives’ retreat.  We gave away 
all of our prayer cards, bedside devotions, tons of pens, candy 
and key chains.  It was very special to see our LWML Senior 
Counselor, Rev. Barrie Henke elected District President.  Will he 
sing his reports to that board?  We’ll see!    
 

Special thanks to all the LWML’ers attending as delegates or with 
their husbands who stopped by to visit and say hello.  It was a 
wonderful two days. 

Submitted by Patti Ross, PR Director 

LWML “On Display” LWML “On Display” LWML “On Display” LWML “On Display”     
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For many years, colorful Mustard Seed packets containing mini-Bible studies were a popular item in the LWML 
Catalog.  Nearly six years ago, the national Christian Life Committee was presented with a challenge:  Update 
Mustard Seeds. 
 

After much thought and prayer, the decision was made to keep the name but change the focus of the new 
seeds.  Each seed would contain Bible verses, a short devotion and prayer—the packets would contain about 
30 devotions centered on a specific theme.  Eye-catching graphics, rather than multicolored covers, would 
differentiate the new sets.  Suggestions for use would be included with each set.  In just a few months, two new 
sets were available, "Living in Joy" and "Living in Prayer." 
 

"Living as a Woman in Mission," written by LWML members all over the United States should be available at 
the Portland Convention.  Writers include Oklahoma's own Robin Oblander and Dianna Jenkins of Guymon. 
 

Another new set is titled "Comfort from the Psalms."  This one was written by the Mustard Seeds Task Force, 
Deaconess Betty Knapp of Michigan, Marcia Gomulka of Florida, and Myrna Lou Meyer of Guymon.   
 

Pastor Larry Miller and his wife Shari, formerly of Mustang, are the authors of "Faith-Filled Parenting."  It is 
designed to focus on many aspects of parenting and can be a valuable tool for both Christian and non-
Christian parents. 
 

Early this year, the LWML business office reported that over 50,000 of the new Seed packets have been sold.  
Members of the LWML can surely thank God that sowing the seed of His Word is being done via this small-but-
mighty product. 

Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer,  Mustard Seeds Task Force Member 

News from the Mustard Seeds Task ForceNews from the Mustard Seeds Task ForceNews from the Mustard Seeds Task ForceNews from the Mustard Seeds Task Force    

May 8th and 9th LWML hosted a 
retreat for wives of Pastors, 
Vicars and lay ministers.  We 
were thrilled that 44 wives were 
able to attend!  On Friday night, 
after a tasty meal and some fun, 
Paula Huss shared her lovely 
voice with us in – “Give me 
Jesus” and Renée Gibbs sent us 
off to Rest in Jesus.  
 

During the weekend, our 
talented skit team treated us to 
some funny lyrics to the tunes of 
“The Flintstones”, “Gilligan’s 
Island”, and “The Adams 
Family”.  The lyrics were written for us by Katy 

Gifford in Nebraska.   
 

On Saturday, Renée lead 
us through Ephesians, 
reminding us to be Alive 
in Christ.  The women 
enjoyed getting together 
with old friends and 
meeting new friends and 

are looking forward to getting together again next 
year!  We rested our bodies and our souls, related 
with each other and our Lord, and have been 
rejuvenated! Thank you to the LWML, the 
Oklahoma LCMS, Thrivent and LWML societies 
and congregations for making this event possible. 
 

Submitted by Debbie Tabisz, VP of Christian Life 

Resting in Jesus 
and Alive in Christ! 

Renee Gibbs, guest 

speaker, encourages 

with God’s Word  

women’s callings as 

pastors’ wives. 

Don’t Look BackDon’t Look BackDon’t Look BackDon’t Look Back    
 

What was she like, this nameless wife 
Who turned, and looked, and lost her life? 
“Don’t look back,” the angel said,  
“Sodom’s doomed—forge straight ahead.” 
Why did she disobey and halt, 
To turn—to die—a shaft of salt? 
 

When once I take my Savior’s path 
And flee from acts that earn God’s wrath, 
If I should turn—no matter why— 
And gaze with reminiscing eye 
Upon my former, sinful past 
That calls and seeks to hold me fast 
Through winds of time, a whisper fine 
Tell me her name might well be mine. 

 

Written by Betsy Howard 

Ways and MeansWays and MeansWays and MeansWays and Means    
Ways and Means!  We’ve all heard of the “Ways and 
Means” committee on Capitol Hill.  
 

Today Ways and Means make me think of the mission of 
the LWML. We are making our way to Camp Lutherhaven 
to sew curtains. We are counting the days to make our way 
to convention in Portland, where we mean to adopt a new 
mission mite goal.  We are developing themes and 
programs and activities and ways for our LWML sisters to 
grow at the Fall Retreat in October.  Our retreat means we 
can have fun and relax and grow in Christ’s Word.  
 

Want ways and means to share Christ in the mission field?  
Prayerfully consider writing a grant. Check out the 
guidelines at www.oklwml.org.  Call Nancy West, 405-396-
2000 or e-mail nisse.p.west[at]gmail.com, if you have any 
questions.  Complete forms and file it electronically by 
September 30, 2009. 
 

You have the “ways and means ” at your fingertips!  
 

Submitted by Nancy West, VP of Gospel Outreach 


