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Making your 
reservation 
for the Hilton 
Garden Inn?  
Our convention hotel, 
located at 135 NW 2nd 

Street, Lawton, Oklahoma, has reserved a 
block of rooms until March 16. Call the hotel 
directly at 580-280-2100 and reference the 
group name LWML OK Convention. You will 
receive the group rate of $96 per night. Or go 
to oklwml.org and click on Events. Find the link 
for reserving your room online. Rooms will go 
quickly as we are not the only event in Lawton 
that weekend.  
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Bringing a Zone Banner? 
Don’t forget to bring your zone’s convention banner! Banners 
should have a top casing for a dowel rod brought by the zone. 
Banners should measure 2’ by 3’. Poles for carrying the 
banners will be provided at convention. Zone presidents will 
carry the banners during the opening procession.  

 
Food for the Soul 

 

 
Greater love has no one than 
this, that he lay down his life 
for his friends (John 15:13 
NIV). 

 

A friend is someone with 
whom you have a special 
bond. There are varying 
degrees of friendship. For how 
many of your friends would 
you be willing to lay down your 
life? How many of your friends 
would be willing to lay down 
their lives for you? 

 

Our bond with Jesus was 
created when we were 
baptized and were adopted 
into His family. What a friend 
we have in Jesus! He laid 
down His life for us, for you, 
for me!  Greater love has no 
one than this! 
 
 

Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr,  

Vice President of Christian Life 

Joining the Choir? 

Register to participate in the choir 
and signify the part you wish to sing. 
The choir will sing during the worship 
service on Friday evening. Practice 
will be held on Friday at the hotel.  

 
 
 
 
 
What an exciting time for us in the Oklahoma District to be celebrating 90 years of serving our Lord 
through our talents and mites!! This will be a time to reflect on our past and to look forward to the 
future. 

 

On April 13 and 14 we are going to meet just a few miles from where the first ladies met in Apache 
to start what has become LWML. The Lutheran Women’s League (LWL) of Oklahoma first 
assembled on March 11, 1928, with eight ladies’ circles as charter members. Come learn more 
about our history at the convention.  

 

As I put together my blue Mite Box, I thanked the Lord for the women before us who had the 
wisdom from God to collect offerings in this way. These visionary women stepped out in faith to 
serve the Lord, not only with their mites but also with the knowledge of being “blessed to be a 

blessing” to others around the world. At the first LWL convention in 1929 one thousand blue Mite Boxes were distributed 
to attendees. 

 

The planning committee has put together an outstanding list of presenters and interest sessions. Cindy Steinbeck will 
return to Oklahoma to be our Bible study leader. Past National Presidents Linda Reiser and Virginia Von Seggern will 
entertain us with historical LWML information. Rev. Dr. Brent Smith will update us on Mission Central.  

 

The 2018 LWML Oklahoma District Convention theme is “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” Join me at the Hilton Garden Inn on 
April 13 and14 as we study God’s Word, fellowship, learn about wonderful mission opportunities, select mission grants, 
and elect new officers for the coming biennium.  

Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 
Dianna Just 

Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient 
in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints and seek to show hospitality (Romans 12:11b-13). 

Dianna Just,  
President 

Before you register, have you thought about ... 

In Joyful Service 
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Make a 90th 
Anniversary Mite 
Box? 
 

Beginning in the 1850s, women of 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) established local 
auxiliaries to meet the needs of 
people. In the 1920s, women from 
independent LCMS churches 
coordinated their efforts by uniting state and regional 
leagues. The first society was established on January 17, 
1923, at St. Peter’s, Apache. The Oklahoma District, the 
first district, was organized on February 8, 1928, at Zion, 
Oklahoma City. It would take another decade before the 
LCMS would approve establishment of the national 
LWML.  

 

The first Mite Box was created as a vehicle for collecting 
funds for mission outreach to benefit those in need. 
Contributions made by members over and above what 
they usually give to their congregations have over the 
course of 90 years totaled more than $100 million for 
mission work, supporting Christian outreach in 71 
countries on five continents. In honor of the LWML 
Oklahoma District’s 90th Anniversary, members are 
invited to assemble a replica of the first Oklahoma District 
Mite Box. Zones and societies have received directions 
and supplies to make these replicas of the original Mite 
Box. Convention attendees are encouraged to fill their 
90th Anniversary Mite Boxes with coins, bills, and 
checks; then bring their Mite Boxes to the convention. A 
special event is planned for donations.  

 

If societies haven’t yet seen directions for this special 
activity, members should contact their zone officers for 
information. 

Submitted by Marguerite Christman 
 

Take a tour of or 
hike the Wichita 
Mountains? 

 
 
 

Thursday April 12, 1 p.m. 
Meet at the Hotel Hilton Garden Inn 
Tour guides: Don Greb and Howard Styron 
Reservations in advance so that we can ensure adequate 
transportation. 
Cost: $10 per person (maximum)  
Send reservations and payment by April 9 to:  
 Darcy Cline 
 7608 Wyatt Lake Dr. 
 Lawton, OK 73505 
 Email: rodacline@gmail.com 

 

Tour includes the drive through the Wildlife Refuge. See  
bison, longhorn cattle, prairie dogs, as well as the Visitor 
Center, the Holy City and more!  

 

What is the Holy City?  Nestled in the Wichita Mountains is 
what appears to be the stone ruins of an ancient city, the 
Holy City of the Wichitas, where for 90 years the story of 
Jesus Christ has been retold to thousands of 
onlookers. Originally there was no permanent venue in the 
hills, but in 1934 the Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
began building the sets and buildings that are now known as 
the Holy City of the Wichitas. The replica Holy Land includes 
locations like Pilate’s judgment hall, Herod’s Court, the 
Garden of Gethsemane, the Lord’s Supper building, and a 
number of towers and walls. The story told each year covers 
Jesus’ life from birth through His resurrection. The play 
continues today bringing thousands of viewers each year. 
The cast has grown from a handful to hundreds, and 
enthusiasm for the event doesn’t seem to be waning. It is 
best known for its pageant, but the Holy Land itself can be 
visited year round. 

 

Saturday April 14, 3 p.m. 
Meet at the Hilton Garden Inn 
Tour guide: Don Greb 
Reservations in advance to secure transportation 
Cost: $10 per person (maximum)  
Send payments by April 9 to:  
 Darcy Cline 
 7608 Wyatt Lake Dr. 
 Lawton, OK 73505 
 

A tour and hike of the Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge 
will be offered to LWML attendees on Saturday, April 14. 
Those interested will meet at the Hilton Garden Inn and 
drive to the Refuge. Don Greb, volunteer at the Refuge 
will lead the excursion. Moderate level hiking involved to 
see beautiful nature sights and the wildlife of the area.  

 

Questions about either tour? Call (580)284-1759.  

  

Submitted by Marguerite Christman 

Why not plan to ... 

Tour Lawton? 
See the Mattie Beal House at 1006 SW 5

th
. Mattie, a 

single woman, was working at the Kansas telephone 
company when she was the lucky #2 winner of more than 
160,000 who registered in the great Oklahoma land 
lottery, held in El Reno on July 29, 1901. Her house is 
built in the neoclassic Greek Revival architectural style 
and continues to be restored to its 1923 appearance. It is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and is 
open for tours 12 to 3 p.m., Thursday-Sunday. 
 

The Museum of the Great Plains is not far from the 
Hilton Garden Convention Center. It is an opportunity to 
visit, experience, and discover living history about the 
people of the plains. There are hands-on displays and 
the Terrible Tuesday Tornado Theater. The exhibits 
spotlight the cultural and natural history of the Great 
Plains. The museum is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-
Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday, and is located at 
601 NW Ferris Ave., Lawton. 

Submitted by Betty Reichert 



Special Convention Guests 

LWML 
 President  

   Patti Ross 
 

President Patti’s experience in LWML 
has always been a source of joy. It is 
no surprise that her vision for LWML is 
that it be enjoyable work, where women 
can be equipped and encouraged to 
serve in God’s Kingdom. For each 
woman this brings added spiritual 
growth and mission opportunities. The 
LWML is a place where each woman is 
valued for her uniqueness in God’s plan 
for His church and is engaged in using 

her special God-given gifts. 
 

Participating in numerous mission trips and serving the first two 
years of her presidency, Patti’s faith life has grown to new and 
greater dimensions. She loves sharing the work of the LWML with 
other LCMS entities and mission grant recipients. However, 
seeing the impact firsthand of what the Lord can do through the 
work of wonderful LWML women has been her greatest joy. What 
an honor it is, she says, to represent the LWML—Lutheran 
Women in Mission! 

 

Patti is a member of Christ the Redeemer Lutheran Church in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. She has served as LWML Oklahoma District President, 
2004-2008, and as LWML Vice President of Christian Life, 2009-
2013. 

 

Patti and her husband of 44 years, Bill, enjoy water sports, 
especially scuba diving. During the school year you will find them at 
Oklahoma State University athletic events. She is a retired 
registered nurse and served in the U.S. Navy Reserves on active 
duty in Virginia. Patti and Bill have been blessed with three lovely, 
fun grandchildren and treasure their roles as Grandpa and Grandma. 

 

Christ’s command in Matthew 28:19 is always in Patti’s heart, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

From LWML, St. Louis, MO 
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LWML President  
Patti Ross 

Did you know you can 

register for the 

convention online?  

The LWML Oklahoma District website has 
online registration available oklwml.org. 
PayPal fee is $3. See you at convention! 

While in Lawton, don’t miss...  
The Comanche National Museum and Cultural Center offers a 
glimpse of traditional culture objects and detailed historical information 
about the largest American Indian Tribe in SW Oklahoma. The muse-
um houses one of the most comprehensive collections of Comanche 
fine art in the United States. It also has interactive displays and histori-
cal artifacts and is home to collections including Egli, Chibitty and the 
Comanche Military. 

LWML Past President  
Linda Reiser 
 

Linda Reiser was born and reared on a farm 
in Waterbury, Nebraska. She was confirmed 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, Martinsburg, 
Nebraska, where fall mission festivals began 
to spark her interest in the mission work of the 
church.  
 

That mission interest was further realized 
years later as she served as the 15th 
President of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League from 2003-2007. As 
President of the LWML, Linda was able to 

witness firsthand the amazing “mighty Mite Box” donations from the 
women of the church. Those millions of dollars, as well as the prayers 
offered for the missions and missionaries, have made an eternal 
difference throughout the world. Linda was also able to attend a 
graduation ceremony in Bo, Sierra Leone, where men were being “set 
aside” for ministry in local congregations at the Center for Theological 
Studies that was started by an LWML grant 28 years ago.  
 

Before her election as LWML President, Linda served as the Vice 
President of Servant Resources, Leader Development Committee 
Chairman, and as Nebraska South LWML President. Linda presided over 
the 31st biennial convention in Tampa, Florida, under the theme Live 
Joyfully as Salt and Light, and the 32nd biennial convention in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, where the LWML gathered to ROCK! Rest On 
Christ the King.  
 

Currently, Linda serves as a board member of Lutheran World Relief and 
chair of the Finance Committee, a board member of Mission of Christ 
Network and on the Executive Committee, a member of the Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund Kaleidoscope Committee and a member of the 
LHM Nominating Committee.  
 

In her home LCMS Nebraska District, Linda is a member of the Lutheran 
Ministry Foundation Board of Directors and serves on the Nebraska 
District Lutheran Church Extension Fund Committee. She has been 
married to Ron for 45 years. They have two children and their spouses, 
Matthew (son) and Amanda Reiser; Amy (daughter) and Tim O’Neill, and 
six grandchildren.  
 

Linda states that “to help and to love” could be the LWML motto, 
because that is what she sees as the “heart” of this organization; women 
who love their Lord and serve God’s people in countless and amazing 
ways.  

From LWML, St. Louis, MO 

LWML Past President  
Linda Reiser 
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LWML Past President 
Virginia Von Seggern 
 
An interesting fact about past LWML President Virginia 
Von Seggern — her blood is actually purple! And she 
should know, because she is, after all, not only a past 
national LWML President, but also a nurse by 
profession. Virginia served as President of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League from 1999–2003 and is 
known for promoting the three M’s of the LWML: 
Mission, Mites, and Mentoring.  
 

After serving on the local, zone, and district levels in 
many capacities, Virginia was elected President of 
Nebraska North District LWML from 1986–1990. She 
served as Vice President of Mission Education of the 

LWML from 1995–1999 before her election as LWML President at the Minneapolis 
convention in 1999. She presided over the 29th biennial convention in San Jose, 
California, under the theme Because He First Loved Me, and the 30th biennial 
convention in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, where the LWML gathered to worship the 
Lord of my Heart … Our Hope.  
 

Currently, Virginia serves as an elected member of the Nebraska District Board of 
Directors, the Board of Directors of Lutheran Bible Translators, and the Lutheran 
Ministry Foundation of the Nebraska District. She has served on the LCMS Blue 
Ribbon Task Force for Synod Structure and Governance, the Board for World 
Mission, and several other Boards. She and her late husband Burnell are the parents 
of three grown children: David, Kay (deceased) and Susan. They also have seven 
grandchildren and resided on their family farm for 56 years together. Virginia still 
resides happily on the family farm.  
 

Virginia believes wholeheartedly that women — of all ages — are the heart and soul 
of this organization. “Women join the LWML and serve in this organization all 
because they want to serve their Lord with the abilities He has given them.”  
 

From LWML, St. Louis, MO 
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Special Convention Guests 

Our Mission 
Speaker Brent 
Smith  
 

The Rev. Dr. Brent Smith began serving 
Nov. 1, 2016, as mission development 
counselor at Mission Central in Mapleton, 
Iowa. Launched in 2003, Mission Central 
was established to help support 
missionaries and mission projects around 
the world. As mission development 
counselor, Smith works to inform 
congregations and their members of the 

LCMS national and international mission work, while also connecting 
people with opportunities to support missionaries and projects with 
prayer, encouragement, and voluntary giving. In addition, he advocates 
for regional mission opportunities spearheaded or coordinated by their 
respective LCMS districts. “Truly the Lord continues to grow His 

kingdom through the missionaries and mission projects of the LCMS 
and its partners nationally and internationally,” Smith said. “It is an honor 
to come alongside missionary Gary Thies at Mission Central to work 
together in this multi-generational mission effort to proclaim the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth. Jesus is the best generosity 
strategist ever, and I’m humbled to have this opportunity to serve in His 
mission.”  
 

Dr. Smith and his family are based in Omaha, NE, a location that allows 
him both to welcome missionaries traveling to Mission Central and 
deploy nationally at the invitation of individuals and congregations. Dr. 
Smith has served in various positions in the Church since 1995, when 
he was sent to work as business manager for the LCMS in Central Asia 
(1995-97). He spent six years as an evangelistic missionary in Russia 
before he was called to the role of regional director for the LCMS 
Eurasia region (2006-2013). He served three years near Washington 
D.C. in the LCMS Southeastern District as executive director for mission 
development (2013–2016). His doctorate degree focused on strategies 
for working as Christians in Muslim-majority contexts. 
 

From www.missioncentral.us   

Rev. Dr. Brent Smith,  
Mission Speaker 

Our Bible 
Study Leader 
Cindy 
Steinbeck 
  
Cindy owns and operates 
Steinbeck Vineyards and 
Winery, a family business 
spanning seven generations, 
in Paso Robles, CA. She 
works with her family in their 
various businesses serving 
as director of marketing, 
sales, and public relations. Cindy launched educational 
tours in her vineyard in 2003 and the Steinbeck wine brand 
in 2006. Cindy’s two children, their spouses, and her three 
grandchildren work with her in the family business. 
  

Cindy, a retired Director of Christian Education, has written 
The Vine Speaks, Grapes of Grace, and The Rock Speaks 
through Concordia Publishing House. Cindy launched 
Voice In The Vineyard Ministries which encompasses her 
work. She is an author, guest speaker, Bible study leader, 
vineyard tour guide, and business woman. Cindy holds a 
Bachelor of Arts from Concordia University Portland, OR, 
and a Master of Arts in History and Theology from 
Concordia University Irvine, CA.  
 

 On her website she states, “The Oklahoma District LWML 
celebrates 90 years in 2018 and have invited me back to 
speak on this wonderful anniversary in Lawton, OK. I have 
fond memories of the 80th anniversary and look forward to 
celebrating with my friends again.”  

From www.cph.org 

Cindy Steinbeck,  
Bible study leader LWML Past President 

Virginia Von Seggern 
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Meet the Candidates 

 
Kim Cobb, 
Redeemer, Claremore, OK 
LWML 
Society: Past President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Christian Life 
Zone: President, Vice President, 
Christian Life (Texas) 
District: Christian Life Committee 
Member 
CONGREGATION: Sunday School 
teacher, choir, Altar Guild, past 

Director of Christian Education, Human Care Board, Bible 
study leader 
PERSONAL: Married with four grown stepchildren and 13 
grandchildren. Enjoys reading, crocheting, and her cats. 
Sings with the Claremore Community Chorus and the 
annual Tulsa Lutheran Messiah. 

Beverly Bahr, 
Zion, Stillwater, OK 
LWML 
Society: Vice President, twice served 
as Secretary  
CONGREGATION: Stephen minister 
and leader, Altar Guild treasurer, 
Assimilation Committee, Sunday 
school teacher, ladies Bible study 
group leader, VBS teacher 
OCCUPATION: Retired registered 
nurse 

PERSONAL: Volunteers with Hospice and Hands Abroad, 
volunteered while in New Zealand with  Red Cross, SPCA, 
and as a Bible study leader for an assistant living center. 

Kasey Meyer,  
St. Paul, Texhoma, OK 
LWML 
Society: Current President 
Zone: Past President, current 
Secretary 
District: District Convention Co-host 
Chairman 2014, District Convention 
Registration Chairman 2018 
CONGREGATION: Sunday School 
superintendent 
OCCUPATION: K-2 principal, Guymon 

Public Schools, past teacher and librarian 
PERSONAL: Married with four grown children and eight 
grandchildren, enjoys learning new things, reading, and 
spending time with family.  Is excited to serve God through 
the LWML. 

 
Peggy Elon Grunow, 
Holy Trinity, Edmond, OK 
LWML  
Society: Secretary, Treasurer, Vice 
President, President 
CONGREGATION: Board of Youth, 
Church Council, Guatemala mission 
team leader, Sunday school and 
Bible study teacher 
PERSONAL: Married with four 
grown children, six grandchildren, 
enjoys walking, writing, reading, and 

exploring. Making ongoing attempts to learn Spanish. 
 
 
 
 

Betsy Allie, 
Holy Trinity, Edmond, OK 
LWML 
Society: President, Vice President, 
bazaar chairman, event chairman 
CONGREGATION: Choir director, 
Fellowship Committee, Capital 
Campaign Committee, music 
teacher 
OCCUPATION: Retired from career 
in the non-profit sector 
PERSONAL:  Married to her best 

friend for almost 50 years, enjoys reading, cooking, and 
crafting. 
 

Daphne Brian, 
Zion, Guthrie, OK 
LWML 
Society: Past Secretary, organist 
for society, zone, and district 
meetings 
CONGREGATION: Church 
secretary, organist 
PERSONAL: Married with two 
grown children and two 
grandchildren, community 
volunteer fundraising for Cystic 

Fibrosis, member of Boy Scouts of America, fundraising 
chairman, trained as Wood Badge instructor, recipient of 
the BSA District Award of Merit and Silver Beaver Award. 
 
 

Vice President of Christian Life 

Vice President of Communication 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach 
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Meet the Candidates 

 
Claudette Brown, 
Our Savior, Tulsa, OK 
LWML  
Society: Secretary 
Zone: PR Representative, Secretary,  
District: Convention Host 2016, 
Servant Events Coordinator 
CONGREGATION: Sunday School 
and VBS teacher, adult Bible study 
leader, president of Tulsa Lutheran 
School, serves as coordinator of 
Lutheran Braille Workers Work 
Center at Our Savior, Tulsa.  

OCCUPATION:  Retired registered nurse, was school 
nurse for Union Public Schools 
PERSONAL: Married with two grown children and one 
grandchild, enjoys quilting, sewing, and crafts, classic 
automobile restoration, and Harley Davidson motorcycle 
riding. Volunteer for Special Olympics. 
 

Dorothy Gilbreath, 
St. John, Pryor, OK 
LWML 
Society: Past President and Secretary 
(Newkirk), Vice President and 
Treasurer (Pryor) 
Zone: President (Miami Zone), 
Secretary-Treasurer (Ponca City 
Zone) 
District: Nominating Committee (Miami 
Zone) 
CONGREGATION: Treasurer (St. 

John, Pryor), Secretary-Treasurer (Messiah, Wagoner) 
OCCUPATION: Custom drapery work 
PERSONAL: Married with two grown children and five 
grandchildren, enjoys sewing, walking, reading, canning, 
but number one hobby is helping with grandchildren. 

Rev. Martin Herzberg, 
Zion, Lahoma, OK 
CHURCH: Previously served as 
Director of Youth and Evangelism, 
Messiah Lutheran, Mandan, ND 
EDUCATION: Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN; BA in Lay 
Ministry and Theology, Concordia, WI 
OCCUPATION: Pastor, Zion, Lahoma 
PERSONAL: Married with two 
children, enjoys camping, fishing, 

hunting, German Longsword, reading, ballroom dancing, 
knife making, woodworking, and music. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sarah Yauk, 
Zion, Buffalo, OK 
LWML 
Society: Current President, past 
Vice President 
Zone: Current President 
CONGREGATION: Recording 
secretary, Sunday School teacher, 
Bible study leader, Vacation Bible 
School volunteer, chaired 
numerous special projects 
OCCUPATION: Guidance 
counselor, Buffalo Public Schools, 

and coordinator of federal programs for Barlow 
Educational Management Services 
PERSONAL: Married with two grown children, leads a 
community-wide Bible study group, enjoys cooking, 
reading, and listening to podcasts. For exercise, walks with 
her husband every day.  
 

Jonith Grundmann, 
Holy Cross, Lawton, OK 
LWML 
Society: Past Treasurer, 
Shepherdess Guild (Duncan) 
CONGREGATION: Financial 
Secretary 
OCCUPATION: Registered 
Professional Engineer, has 
worked for ODOT, City of 
Lawton, and others.  
PERSONAL: Degreed in civil 
engineering, married with three 

grown children, served as treasurer for the Duncan Band 
Boosters for six years, enjoys quilting, hiking, gardening, 
bird watching, and nature in general. Has always enjoyed 
math.   

Rev. Rev. Mark Mozeik, 
St. John’s, Newkirk, & St. John’s, 
Blackwell, OK 
CHURCH: Previously served St. 
John’s, Lawton, and St. Peter, 
Apache. Past physical education 
teacher at Christ Lutheran School, 
Pittsburgh, PA., chaired Pittsburgh 
Lutheran High School Committee, 
active in PALS, served on many 
committees within the congregation 
and community of Pittsburgh before 

answering the call to enter the ministry 
PERSONAL: Married with one grown child, interests 
include family, racquet ball, walking, the Pittsburgh Pirates, 
Penguins, and Steelers, reading and studying the Holy 
Scriptures.  
 

Recording Secretary 

Treasurer 

Pastoral Counselor 
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Proposed Mission Grants, 2018-2020 

1. Bibles for Bethany, Our Savior Lutheran Church, OKC, OK                       $500 
This LWML society, multi-year project is designed to place the Light of this World Bibles directly into the hands of resident aliens who live in the 
Bethany, OK, area. Funds will purchase 250 large-print, Spanish-English parallel Bibles for delivery to families mostly concentrated in five 
apartment complexes.   
  

2.  Canoes for Lutherhaven Retreat Center, Guymon, OK                         $2,000 
Lutherhaven Retreat Center, Knowles Lake, OK, offers wilderness and waterfront experience in God's nature. In March 2017, a wilderness fire 
destroyed the bunkhouse and all of its contents. Regretfully, the camp discovered it was underinsured. Funds for this grant will replace canoes that 
were destroyed in the fire.    
  

3.  Lutherans For Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion, Nevada, IA                       $4,000 
Word of Hope is the only nationwide, professionally staffed crisis hotline addressing post-abortion issues by ministering according to the Lutheran 
doctrine. Approximately 300 people call or email Word of Hope each month for Christ-centered care. Funds from this grant increase staffing of the 
hotline and finance costs associated with promoting the hotline throughout the OK District.   
   

4.  OK District Professional Church Worker Scholarships, OK District                      $12,000 
This grant will provide scholarships to our OK District professional church worker students attending a Synodical school.  Professional church 
workers are necessary for the Church to carry out His commands. Over the biennium, this $12,000 grant will be divided equally among eligible OK 
District students. 
  

5.  Funds for iPads and Software for Underprivileged Students, Good Shepherd Lutheran School, Midwest City                  $4,000 
Good Shepherd Lutheran School has been the congregation’s outreach program, as well as a school.  Many of the children first hear the Gospel as 
a direct result of their enrollment. Funds will purchase iPads and software for underprivileged students in hopes of enabling  them to learn more 
effectively.   
  

6.  Ends of the Earth Team Member Support, MOST Ministries, Ann Arbor, MI                      $8,000 
MOST Ministries is committed to impacting the world for Jesus Christ through short-term missions by providing for the physical and spiritual needs 
of more than 10,000 people each year. Funds will offset the costs for 40 team members to serve on an Ends of the Earth team in Africa or Asia. 
  

7.  MEND Medical Clinic & Pregnancy Resource Center, Tulsa, OK                            $5,000 
MEND Pregnancy Resource Center exists to empower and provide women through the love of Jesus Christ with life-affirming alternatives during 
an unplanned pregnancy. Funds will help pay the salary of the nurse manager instrumental in training volunteers to perform ultrasounds.   

  

8.  Equipment for Redeemer Lutheran Church, Claremore, OK                             $7,000 
On December 1, 2016, Redeemer Lutheran Church's Fellowship Hall was completely destroyed by a fire. Estimated costs to rebuild and refurnish 
are over $1.6M. Regretfully, the church is underinsured. Funds will replace tables, chairs, a computer, projector, storage cabinets, and kitchen 
appliances lost in the fire.  
  

9.  Good Samaritan Fund, Lutheran Senior Citizens, Inc., OKC, OK                            $5,000 
The Good Samaritan Fund provides benevolent care to Concordia Life residents who outlive their resources and need assistance to remain in their 
homes. Funds will provide monthly financial assistance to residents of Concordia Life Care Community.   
  

10.  OK District Ministerial Students, OK District                             $12,000 
Funds will provide financial gifts to our OK District seminarians preparing to enter full-time service in the pastoral ministry. The money will be 
divided equally among all eligible students at $6,000 per year of the biennium.    
  

11.  Pastoral Services and Christian Education for At-Risk Children, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, Minot, ND                   $5,000 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch is a Christian psychiatric, residential treatment and educational center for at-risk youth and their families, a place of 
healing and hope. Funds will help cover the cost of spiritual life services provided by Rev. Tom Marcis, Zion Lutheran Church, to children and staff 
approximately 10-15 hours per week.  
  

12.  Assistance for LWML Members' Mission Trips, OK District                             $6,000 
This grant will be used to award $1,000 scholarships to six LWML OK District women to help offset the cost of funding an LCMS-affiliated mission 
trip. Funds will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis and will be administered by the LWML OK District Gospel Outreach Committee.    
  

13.  Holy Cow Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry, Lamb of God Lutheran Church, Flower Mound, TX                       $5,000 
This ministry specializes in providing hot barbecue meals and spiritual care to residents affected by a disaster and volunteers assisting with 
disaster cleanup. Funds will be applied towards the costs of maintaining the trailer and equipment, mobilizing to disaster areas, and preparing and 
distributing meals and spiritual care.  
  

14.  Mission Central Support for Missionary Expenses, Mapleton, IA                       $10,000 
Mission Central matches LCMS missionaries with mission partners supporting them in prayer, in relationship, and when God provides, with 
financial resources. Funds will be applied to the most urgent requests, either to assist LCMS-called missionaries entering or remaining in the field. 
  



15.  Outdoor Adult & Family Campfire Ring, Camp Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK                        $4,500 
Camp Lutherhoma has seen an increase in the number of adult and family retreat participants who desire times of rest and renewal with Jesus. 
Creating a comfortable, clean outdoor campfire with stone benches and paths would increase the Christian experience. Funds will assist in costs 
associated with construction of an adult campfire ring behind the Aspen and Pine Retreat cabins.   
  

16.  Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary Food & Clothing Co-Op, Ft. Wayne, IN                      $5,000 
Th food and clothing bank provides groceries and personal care items for Concordia Seminary's students and their families. Each month, it 
provides essential budget relief for 200 students and their families. Funds will purchase eggs, milk, ground beef, fresh fruits, vegetables, and other 
perishable items.   
  

17.  After School Tutoring and Outreach, Trinity Lutheran Church, McAlester, OK                        $3,000 
This program is being established at Edmund Doyle Elementary School to address educational needs, build relationships, and open connections to 
ministry elements. Funds will purchase tutoring materials and supplies, provide student transportation to the church, and healthy snacks for the 
children 
  

18.  Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Lutheran Church, OKC, OK                         $2,100 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Oklahoma City, provides the six-week Summer Heights Day Camp to neighborhood children whose families face 
economic and/or social hardships. Funds will provide an hourly wage for two high school students who will work as teacher aides in the program 
under staff guidance.   
  

19.  Resources for Missionaries - Lutheran Books for Missionaries Around the World, (LHF), Macomb, MI                        $4,500 
LHF has translated and published nearly 1,000 books around the world, over 3 million copies  distributed free of charge. Funds will provide 
Lutheran missionaries and international church partners with books and materials translated into the languages of the people they serve for 
teaching and Gospel outreach.   
  

20.  Reaching Beyond the Church with the Gospel, Family Shield Ministries, St. Louis, MO                     $5,000 
Family Shield Ministries’ mission is to educate and equip people, through the power of the Gospel, to know Christ, grow in His Word, and 
strengthen individuals and their families. Funds will be used to pay for expanding services through the Follow Up/Response Center, including radio 
distribution to 54 stations.   
  

21.  Trinity Hope Haitian Feeding Program, Lutheran Churches in Haiti                           $5,000 
Trinity Hope is assisting Lutheran Churches in Haiti, spreading the Gospel to hungry children who attend their schools and providing a daily 
nutritious noon meal. Funds will go directly into the feeding program, providing a noon meal for 110 hungry souls for an entire year.   
  

22.  Project JOEL, Lutheran Hour Ministries, Latin America                              $5,000 
Project JOEL is an outreach ministry to youth in Latin America, training and equipping young people with practical information regarding drug and 
alcohol abuse, violence, promiscuity, and the consequences of these behaviors, while sharing the Good News of salvation. Funds will be used in 
schools, hospitals, and churches to share the Gospel with this younger generation.   
  

23.  Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc., Tulsa and Edmond, OK                              $5,000 
This grant will benefit the Tulsa Work Center (Lutheran Church of Our Savior) and the newly organized Edmond Work Center (Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church).  Funds will purchase necessary supplies to enable the work centers to continue producing quality braille books of the Bible for those who 
are visually impaired worldwide.   
  

24.  Post-Seminary Applied Learning & Support (PALS), Curriculum Resources, St. Louis, MO                    $3,000 
PALS brings together groups of recent seminary graduates and their wives during the first three years of their ministries. PALS offers new pastors 
an opportunity to apply the learning of seminary education while further developing their ministry skills. Funds will provide curriculum for new 
pastors and their wives during PALS gatherings. 
  

25.  Mercy Medical Team Chaplain Scholarships, St. Louis, MO                             $3,000 
Since 2006, LCMS Mercy Medical Teams have provided health care to over 30,000 patients in underserved regions around the globe. These short-
term programs offer medical professionals, pastors, and laity the opportunity to volunteer abroad. Funds would help pay travel expenses for 
pastors to participate in a Mercy Medical Team.   
  

26.  Every One His Witness, the Office of National Mission, St. Louis, MO                          $4,000 
Every One His Witness is a full-scale evangelism program designed to equip Lutherans for being active and effective witnesses of Jesus Christ in 
their everyday lives. Funds will continue module development to include publication in various media formats and languages. Funds will also 
provide regional workshops, as needed. 
  

27.  Family Promise of Lawton, OK, Lawton, OK                                $2,550 
Family Promise is a community-wide, non-profit corporation dedicated to assisting newly homeless families find stability, acquire housing, jobs, and 
financial independence. Approximately 12 Lawton-area churches provide temporary housing, meals, and support for families on a weekly basis. 
Funds will purchase 14 replacement mattresses for rollaway beds. 
  

TOTAL                                                  $137,150 
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Please Print or Type 

Part A of AB 

LWML Convention Registration Form 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Oklahoma District  

 

April 13-14, 2018 
Friday Registration 8:30 a.m.—Saturday Registration 7:30 a.m. 

 

Hilton Garden Inn, 135 NW 2nd Street, Lawton, OK 73501 

 

Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________ 
 

Phone: _____________Email:__________________________________ 
 

Congregation/City: __________________________________________ 
 

Zone: _____________________________________________________ 

Estimated time of arrival at convention ________________ 
This is my first LWML Oklahoma District Convention       
I will sing in choir—Circle one: Soprano  Soprano II    Alto   (Practice Friday at 11:45 at the Hilton Garden Inn) 
Note any special needs: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Complete Desired Registration: 
      Registration before March 19, 2018    $90  $__________ 
      All inclusive registration includes all meals 
       (Friday Lunch, Friday Banquet, Saturday Lunch) 

      Saturday Only           $70  $__________ 
      Late Registration Fee after March 19, 2018 $10  $__  ____ 
    
      If registering on-line using PayPal    $3 fee $__________ 

Check One Category 
 

    Delegate 
    Alternate Delegate 
       LWML Member  
    District Board Member (circle below) 
           Voting (elected) Member  
           Non-voting Member 
    Past LWML District President 
    Clergy 
    Guest  (spouse, non-member) 
    Teen LWML Jr. High / Sr. High 
   Young Woman—Age 18-35 
    Heart to Heart Sister 

Please make check payable to: LWML District Convention 2018 
Mail registration and check to: Kasey Meyer, P.O. Box 178, Texhoma, OK 73949 

Phone:  806-717-3136      Email: oklwmlreg@gmail.com 
$20 processing fee will be retained for all cancellations—No refunds after March 30, 2018 

Make a copy for your records 

Friday Interest Sessions 
Begins at 5:15 p.m. 

 

Please select session you would like to attend  

___ Mission Central          Rev. Dr. Brent Smith 

___ Places You and LWML Go!    Linda Reiser and Virginia Von Seggern 

___ Tell the Little Children About Me       Stephanie Hoskin 

___ OK Disaster Response Team           Rev. Ron Simpson and 

               Diana Grundmann      
___ Health Ministry/Parish Nursing                          Vivian Bingman 

____ Wisdom of the Vine        Cindy Steinbeck 

Saturday Interest Sessions 
Begins at 11 a.m. 

 

Please select session you would like to attend  

___ Mission Central                                           Rev. Dr. Brent Smith 

___ Places You and LWML Go!     Linda Reiser and Virginia Von Seggern 

___ Tell the Little Children About Me                      Stephanie Hoskin 

___ What is Sharia Law?         Rev. Nourreddine Bennai 

___ A Time for Prayer                                           Rev. Mark Bersche 

___ LWML in the 21st Century                   Tish Mindemann and YWRs 

Select your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices each day. 

   Child Care, Meals and Snacks: (6 months to 11 years )   

   (Hours—Fri., 10-7 — Sat., 7:45-2:30) Meals included/may bring snacks or sack lunch 
   Fri. Number_____ Ages__________ Sat. Number_____ Ages__________ 

 Child Care Services 
A separate form will be sent for child 
care registration. Pre-registration is 

required by March 30—NO 
EXCEPTIONS. On-site registration will 

not be available. 

All attendees must complete 
the Acknowledgement/
Release Form found in 
TVOS or oklwml.org. You 
will need this form in order 
to register at convention. 

Be aware the LWML OK District is using the services of SeekingSitters  
(www.seekingsitters.com) as the third party provider for child care at this 
event. First come first serve. 

TOTAL $_________ 



Friday Interest Sessions 
 

You are responsible for making your own hotel reservations. Mention that you are with the LWML Convention. 

Gifts from the Heart 
 

Pampers Sizes 3-5, Baby Wipes, 
Infant Clothing  

for Family Promise Homeless Shelter 
 

Canned Spaghetti, Canned Meat, 
Creamy Peanut Butter, Pudding or 

Jell-O Cups 
for Lawton Food Bank 

Servant Activities 
 

Starting on Friday 
April 13 at 9 a.m. 

 

Tying Fleece Lap Blankets 
for VA Center in Lawton 

 

Making Witness Bracelets 
for MOST Ministries 

 

Decorating Memory Boxes for 
Families of Premies 

for Comanche Hospital in Lawton 
 

Marking Bibles 
for Correctional Center in Lawton 

Part B of AB 

       Hilton Garden Inn      

135 NW 2nd Street, Lawton, OK  73501 
 

Room Rate: $96 + tax —up to 4 per room  

2 Double Beds per room 

Wi–Fi, Fitness Room, Buffet Breakfast included 

Must reserve by March 13, 2018 for Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Block 

Phone: 580-280-2100 

Mission Central—Updates from Latin America and Africa       
Latest updates on God’s mission through your missionaries in Latin America and Africa. 
Come learn where the missionaries are located and why; what regional discipleship ministries 
are multiplying church workers.                  Rev. Dr. Brent Smith 
 

Oh, the Places You and LWML Will Go! 
From Africa to South America, we will show you how your mission grants have made an 
impact for God’s Kingdom growth! Join Virginia and Linda on a trip you will not soon forget! 
                                                                Linda Reiser and Virginia Von Seggern 
 

Let the Little Children Hear About Me 
Sharing the Good News with young children through interactive reading and storytelling.  
                   Stephanie Hoskin 
 

Oklahoma Disaster Response Team 
An overview of disaster response ministry and its potential in meeting your community’s 
needs by your congregation.          Rev. Ron Simpson and Diana Grundmann 
 

Health Ministry/Parish Nursing—What’s It All About?   

In a state that consistently ranks low on many measures of health, and with many aging 
members in our congregations, these can be important ways to serve God and our fellow 
man.                                                                                                                    Vivian Bingman 
 

Wisdom of the Vine  
Dig deeply into Jesus’ words “I am the Vine; you are the branches.” from the eyes and heart 
of a vineyard owner.                                                                 Cindy Steinbeck

Mission Central—Updates from Asia and Eurasia 
Latest updates on God’s mission through your missionaries in Latin America and Africa. 
Come learn where the missionaries are located and why; what regional discipleship ministries 
are multiplying church workers.                                     Rev. Dr. Brent Smith 
 

Oh, the Places You and LWML Will Go! 
From Africa to South America, we will show you how your mission grants have made an 
impact for God’s Kingdom growth! Join Virginia and Linda on a trip you will not soon forget! 
                                                                     Linda Reiser and Virginia Von Seggern 
 

Let the Little Children Hear About Me. 
Sharing the Good News with young children through interactive reading and storytelling.  
                                                                      Stephanie Hoskin 
 

What is Sharia Law? And What Does It Mean to Us? 
Sharia law is a way of life by which a devout Muslim lives his or her daily life. This religious 
law is derived from both the Quran and the Hadith for all the “umma” (the body of Muslims) to 
follow.                        Rev. Nourreddine Bennai 
 

A Time of Prayer 
Join in praying for mission grants, missionaries, and any prayer requests you might have. 
                                                            Rev. Mark Bersche 

 

LWML in the 21st Century 
Let us help you discover all the ways you can connect with LWML and the younger women in 
your congregation via the internet.                                                  Tish Mindemann and YWRs 

Convention convenes on Friday, 1 p.m. 
and closes Saturday, 3 p.m.  

Pre-convention activities begin Friday 
at 9 a.m.  

Saturday Interest Sessions 



Name    ,      

(Please Print) Last    First 
 

  LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE OKLAHOMA DISTRICT 
         2018 – 2020 BIENNIUM 

    PARTICIPANT INFORMATION, ACKNOWLEDGMENT, WAIVER, AND RELEASE FORM 

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION 
The purpose of this participant information form, acknowledgment, waiver, and release is to identify each person (“Participant”) who wishes to 
volunteer with the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Oklahoma District (“LWML”) or participates in LWML OK District-sponsored activities. As 
a condition to becoming a Participant, LWML OK District requires each person to provide the following information and to release LWML OK 
District from any liability for his or her safety and well-being when volunteering for LWML OK District and while participating in any LWML OK 
District-sponsored activities including optional activities scheduled in conjunction with the Convention. LWML OK District may copy this form for 
use at optional activities. 
 

Name/Address:  

 

Allergies and Other Known Health Risks/Problems:      

Special Diet Restrictions:   

Reaction to Diet Restriction/Medication Needed:   

Person to Contact in the Event of an Emergency (Name, Address, Telephone Number(s), Relationship): 

                                     

                                     

Health Insurance Carrier/Policy Number:                           

Medications:                                     

ACKNOWLEDGMENT, WAIVER, AND RELEASE 
I understand that to become a Participant, LWML OK District requires me to acknowledge and agree that LWML OK District assumes no, and 
disclaims all, liability for my safety and well-being while acting as a Participant. In consideration of LWML OK District permitting me to be a 

Participant: 

a) I acknowledge that the information set forth above is complete and accurate. 

b) I recognize that there are certain risks inherent in events including servant activities and the mission pledge walk and will register for, and 
participate in, these optional events only if I am medically able and I assume the responsibility for personal injury to myself as a result of such 

activities. 

c) I acknowledge and agree that LWML is an auxiliary agency of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  and the LWML OK District cannot and 

does not accept any (and expressly disclaims all) responsibility for my safety and well-being while I am a Participant. 

d) I hereby waive, on behalf of myself and my heirs, executors and assigns, all claims arising from my participation in LWML OK District-
sponsored activities. I release and discharge LWML OK District, its directors, officers, employees and agents from all claims, demands, 
actions or causes of action that I may have, now or in the future, relating to or resulting from any illness or injuries (including death), loss or 

damage suffered by me while I am a Participant. 

e) I consent to any medical treatment that LWML OK District (or any of its authorized representatives) deems to be necessary or appropriate in 
the event of my illness, accident or other medical emergency, and I accept full financial responsibility for any fees or expenses relating to this 

treatment. 

f) I further grant permission to LWML OK District and/or agents authorized by them to use any photographs, in web cast, video, or audio 

recordings or any other record of this event for any purpose. 

I hereby acknowledge that I have read this document and understand it. I further acknowledge that by signing below I voluntar ily 
surrender certain legal  rights. 

 

DATE:  PRINTED NAME:  SIGNATURE:    

(If under 18) PARENT’S SIGNATURE:  PARENT’S NAME:     

2018-2020 Acknowledgement / Release Form LWML OK District                                                                                                                final 01.18 
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Mission to Haiti 2017 
By Keah Payne,  
Heart to Heart Coordinator 
 

Editor’s note: LWML Oklahoma District Heart to Heart Coordinator Keah 
Payne, along with four other members of St. John’s, Moore, recently 
spent a week in the island country of Haiti. The following is her account 
of her personal experience.  
 

Haiti, what an experience! When asked to write about it, I felt I could not 
do it justice. What I experienced was just a peak through a window. 
What can one learn about an entirely different culture in just seven 
days? When I see things, I compare them to things from my past, and 
most of my comparisons were made to the things I saw during the three 
years my husband Bryan and I spent in Malawi, Africa, as Peace Corps 
volunteers. Language is most frustrating for me when traveling to a new 
place. If only we could communicate! My Chichewa, learned in Malawi, 
all came back to me, but it was further from the Haitian Creole than 
English.  
 

Haiti occupies three-eighths of an island in the Caribbean Sea. A 
population estimated to be 10.8 million lives on 10,714 square miles of 
land. Keep in mind that Haiti has tall beautiful mountains which make 
some areas uninhabitable. A population this size is a lot for the space. 
The island does not have enough space for everyone to grow their own 
crops or food. This becomes problematic. 
 

Our mission team consisted of five people from our church, St. John’s, 
Moore. Rev. Mark Bersche, his wife Wendy, Judy Cregan, my husband 
Bryan, and I started planning early in 2017. Planning began after Rev. 
Blaise Marin, Good Shepherd, Tulsa, presented at our church on 
mission possibilities in Haiti. After much fundraising, we departed 
Oklahoma City early on November 9.  
 

Day One (Thursday) was spent 
traveling from Oklahoma to Port-
au-Prince. We arrived in Haiti just 
as the sun was setting. The 
island looked dark with twinkling 
lights. Josias Marin, Rev. Marin’s 
brother, met us in the airport. He 
helped us gather our bags and 
load into two vehicles to drive to a 
hotel for the night. In the dark, it 
seemed like we were driving in 
circles, and vehicles drove every 
which way. It seemed as if the roads had no driving laws, just chaos. We 
made it to a well-lit hotel where we could rest. I could not wait for 
morning so that I could look out our window from the sixth floor to see 
what I could see.  
 

Day Two (Friday) we travelled from Port-Au Prince Thomassique. My 
window view from our vehicle was beautiful; the colors, so many houses, 
people everywhere, so much green, mountains, and the ocean! Simply 
amazing! After breakfast we loaded into the vehicles again and started 
the drive, estimated to take three to four hours, to Thomassique. Six 
hours later, after two quick stops, we arrived, and again the sun was 

setting. It was Thomassique’s major market day, so the streets where 
lined with people meandering, buying, and selling things.  
 

We stayed at the Marin’s home. Metla (which means teacher), father to 
Blaise and Josias Marin, and his family welcomed us with open arms. 
They fed us, watched over us, and treated us like family. We were so 
grateful to them for giving of what little they had to make us more 
comfortable.  
 

Day Three (Saturday) we worked at the church in Thomassique. The 
floor of the first level was being constructed. Congregation members 
were running electricity through 
PVC pipes and up the walls to 
outlets. This had to be done before 
they laid the concrete floor. The 
men mixed the concrete by hand. 
Bryan and Pastor Bersche assisted 
the men by carrying bucket after 
bucket of the mixed cement into 
the church and pouring it for the 
floor. They both worked so hard 
with the Haitian men. We also 
visited a local medical clinic/
pharmacy which was celebrating 
36 years of being in business in 
the area. We visited the spring that 
provides water not only for 
Thomassique but for two other 
towns, as well. 
 

Day Four (Sunday), we attended 
worship at that same church. It 
was far from being completed. It 
needed walls and a roof for the 
second story balcony. It needed 
stairs to the balcony, doors, 
windows, and I am sure more than I knew. But, it was already being 
used for worship! Pastor Bersche gave the sermon that was translated 
into Creole for the people. They had over 50 people at the service, but 
they are expecting 500 parishioners once the church is complete. Later, 
we visited Josias’s uncle’s house in the country and learned about the 
difference between agriculture in Haiti and America. We also had our 
first of many fresh coconuts, and some of us tried sugarcane. 
 

Day Five (Monday) Judy and I tried handwashing some of our dirty 
clothing in the same way as do the women of Thomassique. It was 

(Continued on page 14) 

News from the Mission Field 

Josias Marin (center) guided the 
team through the week. Above 
he is with Bryan and Keah Payne 
at the airport. 

Port-au-Prince was viewed from the mission team’s hotel 
windows.  

Rev. Mark Bersche delivered 
the sermon at the worship ser-
vice. The sun streaming in the 
background reveals unfinished 
walls of the church. 



Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that 
she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

entertaining to say the least. After our laundry 
adventure, we went to the school. The school has 
prekindergarten to sixth grade. Classrooms are 
complete, and they have an office for the principal. 
They provide lunch for the students, but they do not 
have a kitchen or place to cook the meal. They 
currently cook lunch on top of the neighboring hill. 
They have some example gardens to teach the 
children agriculture techniques. The long-term goal 
for the school is to include a secondary level one day 
(seventh to twelfth grade). We also visited Josias’s 
uncle’s store and stopped by the church to see how 
the work was going. Any downtime we had was 
spent playing games and coloring with the children or 
reading. Wendy taught the children to bowl with 
empty water bottles and a balled-up sock. We played 
many other fun games with the children, such as Go 

Fish and Tag. 
 

Day Six 
(Tuesday) 
Wendy 
evaluated 
children at the 
school with 
help from 
Josias, Judy 
and myself. 
Wendy 
provided a 
basic health 
evaluation, 

but she also took the time to let the children listen to 
a heartbeat through the stethoscope, because you 
never know who might be encouraged to become a 

nurse or doctor. Bryan and Pastor Bersche went out 
to the goat farm to help water the goats. The goat 
farm is run by Josias to help supplement the school’s 
ability to pay the teachers. The school charges 
students a nominal fee per semester, but Metla won’t 
turn away any student whose family can’t afford the 
fees. Bryan also built a small scale model of a fruit 
drying rack which Josias hopes to use to build a full 
sized one. He hopes to teach others to build them, 
also. 
 

Day Seven 
(Wednesday) 
we packed, 
left 
Thomassique, 
and drove 
back to Port-
au-Prince. It 
started 
raining, so it 
was a good 
thing we had left that day. If we had not, the river 
may not have been passable. We drove through a 
couple of river beds during our return. It rained hard 
that night, so Josias was worried that they wouldn’t 
be able to make it back to Thomassique. If we had 
waited to leave the next morning, we may have 

missed our flight. 
 

Day Six (Thursday) we left 
Port-au-Prince and 
returned to Oklahoma. 
Josias took us to the 
airport where we said our 
goodbyes. We had a long 
day of traveling and 
running to catch flights. 
We arrived in Oklahoma 
just before midnight. What 
a wonderful, short trip to 

get introduced to Haiti. We have so much more to 
learn about the culture and projects that are going on 
in Thomassique. Bryan and I are already looking 
forward to returning. We want to help more with the 
church and school, but we know, too, we can do 
even from Oklahoma. We will pray for our new 
friends in Thomassique, and we will do what we can 
to raise awareness of their needs from home. 
 

Submitted by Keah Payne,  
Heart to Heart Coordinator 
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The school is seen from the hill on which 
lunch is cooked. 

Wendy Bersche (left), assisted by 
Judy Cregan (right), provided 
basic health exams to Haitian 
children. 

School children of Thomassique 
are seen above.  

Bethessaida is one of 
several children who 
have been orphaned 
and now live with the 
Marins. 
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Mission Field: Haiti  
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