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Women of the Oklahoma LWML will learn a new and 
special meaning of the word PING during three Spring 
Flings to be held on three Saturdays in April. Women will 
be encouraged to grow in faith during four short Bible 
studies and to build relationships by participating in several 
mixers and activities. PowerPoint® presentations, 
humorous interrupters, opportunities for fellowship, and 
shopping the LWML store plus lunch, will make it a full 
day. Gifts from the Heart will benefit the schools of host 
congregations. Art supplies such as water paints, 
construction paper, brushes, colored pencils, and paper 
towels are some possibilities. 

 

The first PING event will be held at First, Ponca City, on 
April 6. Trinity, Guymon, will host the second event on April 
13; and Good Shepherd, Midwest City will be the location 
of the last event on April 20. Women will pre-register to 
attend the event that works best in their schedules. The 
registration flyer is within this issue of TVOS.  

 

Planners for the Spring Flings are District President Susan Brunkow, Treasurer Katie 
Schroeder, Planning Facilitator Sue Avis, and Vice President of Communication 
Myrna Lou Meyer. In October 2012, they attended an Interdepartmental LWML 
training meeting in St. Louis. Patti Ross, LWML Vice President of Christian Life, was 
one of the leaders of the three-day event. 

Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer, Vice President of Communications 

Spring Flings will  PING  in April 

Made your plans 
for Pittsburgh? 
Plans are well underway for the 35

th
 

Biennial LWML Convention. Now is the 
time to make plans to attend! Block out 
time on your calendar for June 27-30, 

2013, to travel to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for a weekend filled with excitement and 
inspiration. The theme chosen for this convention is "Quenched! by the Water," 
based on John 4:14 where Jesus says, “… but whoever drinks of the water that I will 
give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” Dr. Dien Taylor, of the LCMS, designed 
the worship service and will serve as Proclaimer for the Thursday opening service.  
Dr. LuJuana Butts, educator and author, will inspire and uplift with her keynote 
message of encouragement. Steep yourself in the Word with Bible studies led by 
Donna Pyle, founder of Artesian Ministries. For more details on all convention 
activities, visit the LWML website at www.lwml.org/conventions, or check the Winter 
Issue of the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. Early registration ends March 14. Be sure 
to order your convention shirt. Contact Connie Johnson at connielwml@gmail.com. 
Travel via district charter bus is available by contacting Myrna Lou Meyer at 
mlmlwml@gmail.com.  
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Don’t whine but shine! 

 

 What were your first thoughts when you woke up this morning?  
  Ugg, another day of work. 
 Oh no, the kids are up already! 
 Today is the dreaded medical appointment… 
 What’s for breakfast? 
 Did you dread getting out from under the nice warm covers, or did you say, “This is the day the 
Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it”?  Psalm 118:24 tells us to rejoice and be glad 
because today is a gift from God!  What we do with it is our choice.  Do we whine or do we shine?  
What will our response be to Jesus and His glorious gift of redemption?  How will we let others see 

that God is shining through us?   

 

The Oklahoma District LWML Spring Flings can help!  A four-part Bible study leads us to explore how God Pursues us, 
Invests in us, Nurtures us, and then commissions us to Go and tell our neighbors about His amazing love and grace.  
Spring Flings with the theme PING will be held April 6 in Ponca City, April 13 in Guymon, and April 20 in Midwest City.  
Choose the date and place that work best with your schedule and join us for a fun day to learn of God’s love and desire 
for us to build relationships not only with Him but also with others.  Registration forms are available in this issue of The 
Voice of Service and also on line at www.oklwml.org. 

 

The 2013 LWML Convention in Pittsburgh,  PA. will be held June 27-30, 2013.  Information and registration forms for 
Pittsburgh are available in the Winter Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly.   The theme is Quenched! by the Water and 
promises numerous inspirational mission speakers, great music, and many fun activities to practice shining so that 
others may see and give glory to our Father in Heaven.   

 

Shine On!                    God’s blessings, President Susan Brunkow 

The Board of Directors (BOD) of the LWML met February 1-3, 2013, at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Bridgeton, Missouri. Joining fellow Oklahoman and 
LWML Vice President of Christian Life Patti Ross were District President 
Susan Brunkow, Public Relations Chair Bev England, and District Meeting 
Manager Marguerite Christman. Special guests included LWML-Canada 
President Iris Barta and two other leaders of LWML-Canada, Fran Porteous 
and Lorraine Kaija. LWML President Kay Kreklau shared, "It is a joy and 
privilege to continue to share ideas with and serve alongside our Canadian 
sisters as we serve our Lord in the many tasks He places before us to do in 
His name." 

 

Besides conducting business and worshipping together, the BOD members 
visited the LCMS International Center, the Concordia Historical Museum and 
historic Trinity Lutheran Church. Details concerning the 35th Biennial LWML 
Convention to be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 27-30, 2013, were 
discussed. The LWML Convention Host Committee served the Board of 
Directors dinner on Saturday evening. The six LWML District Presidents from 
the hosting districts shared interesting facts about the Pittsburgh area.  

 

Mission and ministry were emphasized. Women were given names and 
addresses of  missionaries’ children and encouraged to send email valentine 
messages to them. Information was given about Missionary Family Care and 
Education, a $100,000 mission grant that has been fully funded. Two 
offerings at the meeting totaled $3,417.78, and the money will be used to fund 
remaining mission grants for the 2011-2013 biennium.  

From www.lwml.org 

Susan  

Brunkow 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   
(Matt 5:16) 

Pictured left to right: Patti Ross, Susan Brunkow, 
LCMS President Matthew Harrison, Bev England, 

and Marguerite Christman 

LWML Board of Directors Meeting Held in Bridgeton, MO  

Dear LWML Sisters,  
My sincerest thanks to you for your 
cards during Linda's illness and since her 
journey home to Jesus. And especially 
for your prayers!  

Joy Schweer  
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As I sit in my office writing this article, I must confess that it is a bit difficult to concentrate. My 
eyes keep drifting to the window where the sun is shining and the birds are singing. Yes, I admit 
it. I have a bad case of spring fever and it’s still winter! I know that the forecast for the week is 
calling for rain and possibly snow, it’s just that I’m ready to get outside and feel the warmth of the 
sun. 

 

The arrival of spring reminds us of how the earth begins another cycle, a cycle that begins with 
planting and culminates with the harvest. Farmers and gardeners go about the task of cultivating 
the soil and planting their respective crops. It might be corn or roses, wheat or tulips. No matter 
what is being planted, growth takes place because of the light and warmth of the sun. Nothing 
happens in the natural cycle of planting and harvesting without the light of the sun. The sun is the 
key ingredient. 

 

The same is true for our lives as well. The Son, Jesus Christ, is the one who shines into our lives, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, to give us light and life. We are to reflect the light that the Lord shines into our life 
into all the world. What an opportunity we have as we continue to shine for the Lord.  

 

Even as I sit in my office looking out the window at the sun and thinking about all that it does to creation, I realize that my 
office is lit with a light bulb. Those simple, ordinary light bulbs that we use have the potential to radiate enough energy to 
illuminate a room. 

 

If the filament of the bulb is in order, and if the connections are made, and if the fixture is properly connected to the 
power source, and if the current is flowing, the light bulb will produce light. It doesn’t matter whether the bulb is large or 
small, round or odd shaped, yellow, white or any other color nor how many times it has been used in the past. The power 
is not in the light bulb. The bulb simply radiates power that it receives from an outside source.  

 

As the Holy Spirit impacts our lives and restores us to the Father, as He leads us by the truth and power of the Word, our 
faith will radiate the light and love of Jesus Christ to a darkened world. What an opportunity we have to shine as we 
reflect Him, who is the Light of the world! May great harvests abound! Shine On!  

 
Pastor Bill Schneider, OK LWML Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights                       

Special Gifts Fund  
 

“Honor thy father and thy mother.”  Exodus 20:12  

 

Mother’s Day, May 12, is fast approaching and Father’s Day will soon follow on June 16.  
Whether the parents are new at this, still in the workforce, approaching retirement or deceased, 
a great way to honor them is with a gift to Oklahoma District Special Gifts Fund.  An 
acknowledgement of the gift will let the father or mother or their family know how much they are 
loved as the gift will continue to give in missions and ministry.  As a memorial for deceased 
parents, the gift will be a great witness to others of the way they lived their lives and loved the 
Lord. 

 

The general purpose of the Special Gifts Fund is to receive gifts and bequests for use in the 
mission and ministry of the Oklahoma District LWML.  Gifts and bequests may be made upon 
special terms or conditions. They may contain limitations or directions as to the investment or 
use of the substance of the gift, or the use or accumulation of the income, provided that such 
are acceptable to the Oklahoma District Board of Directors.  All gifts, large or small, are 
acknowledged to the donor and the family of the deceased person or the person being honored 
in this way. 

 

During the past three months funds were received as memorials of Richard Laramy, Evelyn 
Bass, Mabel Wichert, Minnie Wilgus and Norma Simmering.  

 

Questions can be directed to Krystine Gibson, Chairman.  Gifts may be sent to Oklahoma 
District LWML Financial Secretary Leola Thiemann, P.O. Box 2326, Stillwater, OK 74076-2326 
 

 

Submitted by Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

    

Our Father in Heaven, 

we thank You for 

Christian parents and 

their influence on our 

lives. Thank You for 

contributions made in 

their honor. We pray 

that families everywhere 

will grow in their witness 

to others of Your gift of 

grace. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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Young Woman Representatives 
Ready for National Convention 

The Oklahoma District Board of Directors is pleased to 
announce that our two Young Woman Representatives 
(YWRs) to the LWML Convention, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, are Tishina Mindemann and Shawna 
Roggow. Brianna Dodd serves as alternate. 

 
Tishina Mindemann is a member of St. Peter’s, Apache, 

and works as a communication 
officer with Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol. She currently serves as 
president of her LWML society. 
Tish views her position as a 
Young Woman Representative as 
a wonderful opportunity to 
promote and increase interest in 
the LWML. She especially looks 
forward to the convention for 
spiritual growth and fellowship 
with other Christian women. 

 

Shawna 
Roggow 
is a 

college student and member of 
Zion, Oklahoma City. She has 
been active in LWML since 6 
months of age when she 
attended her first District event 
with her mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. 
Presently, she is involved with 
her LWML Society and serves 
on the Mission Servants 
Committee. She has also served 
her society as president. 

Shawna looks forward to new opportunities to serve the 
Lord as a Young Woman Representative. She is eager to 
work with young women in Oklahoma and share her love of 

the Lord with them.  

 

Brianna Dodd is a college student 
and attends Faith, Oklahoma City. 
She has been active in the Dorcas 
Society. Brianna loves being busy 
and using her positive attitude to 
serve the Lord in all situations. 

 

These women will travel to 

Pittsburgh and will be seated on the 

delegate floor. They will participate 

in servant events and portions of 

meetings. Activities will be planned 

specifically to enhance their 

awareness of the mission of the 

LWML throughout the world. 

 Upon their return, they will be 

available to report their convention 

experience to the district, zones, and societies, when 

requested. Zones are encouraged to keep them in mind 

should societies desire a special speaker for meetings or 

events. In the coming months, however, all members of the 

District are encouraged to remember these young women 

in prayer as they prepare themselves and their families for 

their time away in Pittsburgh. May their experience 

strengthen their faith and their service to our Lord and our 

District.  

 

District Funds Available for Teens 
“Quenched! by the water!” Who is thirsty? Oklahoma District LWML is giving 
grants of $500 each to four young women to attend the National LWML 
Convention, Pittsburgh, June 27-30. They will experience servant activities, 
luncheons, lessons, and lots of fellowship. Recipients do not have to be a 
member of Friends Into Serving Him®. Lutheran teen girls interested in going 
should contact their church's LWML society, and each one will need a parent or 
guardian to accompany her while in Pittsburgh. For more information, contact 
Susan Bieber, Oklahoma Teen LWML Coordinator, at jgbieber@cox.net.  

Submitted by Susan Bieber, Oklahoma Teen LWML Coordinator 

Tishina Mindemann, 

St. Peter’s, Apache 

Shawna Roggow, 

Zion, Oklahoma City 

Brianna Dodd, 

Faith, Oklahoma City 
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Participants attending the 2013 
LWML Convention in Pittsburgh will 
demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ 
through their Gifts from the Heart 
donations. Items may be donated in 
unlimited quantities. Recipients have 
been chosen among local agencies 
in Pittsburgh. Items to be donated 
include:  

Quilts/Blankets: new, all sizes, all packed in heavy duty 
plastic bags;  
Wipes/Disposable diapers: preemies, newborn, sizes 3 
and 4; 

Kits – All donations are to be new, regularly-sized, and 
kept in their original packaging.  Please pack kits in a clear 
plastic 2 gallon-sized zip lock bag: 

 Baby kit: receiving blanket, sleeper, onesie, and 
clothing in preemie or newborn sizes only, child’s 
Christian storybook;  

 Bath kit: bath towel and washcloth, full-sized 
toothpaste, toothbrush, women’s or men’s deodorant, 
bar soap, and 1 Christian tract or Bible verse  

 Men’s kit: men’s boxers (L – XXXL), men’s t-shirts (L 
– XXXL), men’s socks, and 1 Christian tract or Bible 
verse;  

 Devotional kit: Bible, journal, devotional booklet and 
pen.  

Refer to page B in the center section of the Lutheran 
Woman’s Quarterly. Directions for dropping off your gifts 
will be provided at the registration tables.   

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Mission Servants Chairman 

LWML Shining in  
Pittsburgh 

As you pack,  
remember... 

More Plans for Pittsburgh: 
 
(Just a few reasons to attend. Feel free to snip and save) 
 

 Hear featured inspirational speaker, Mia Koehne, 
share the message of hope, forgiveness, and 
healing by her Savior.  

 Haven’t vacationed in the Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, area? Consider one of the pre- or 
post-convention tours available. Immerse 
yourself in the sights and sounds of Pittsburgh on 
tours as short as ½ day to multi-day. 

 Enjoy the first “LWML Neighborhood Block Party” 
on Friday, June 28, with strolling musicians and 
interactive exhibits designed to inform and 
entertain.   

 Our proclaimer for Sunday worship is Dr. Victor 
Belton, pastor of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Decatur, Georgia.  

 You’ll be sure to get a healthy dose of laughter 
from Elaine Bickel who is the featured humorous 
interrupter.  

 Dr. Dina Vendetti, Choir and Handbell Director of 
St. John’s, Dover, Delaware, has a passion for 
making music and teaching, and will serve as 
convention song leader.  

 Mites in Action Speakers are ready to share 
stories with you. Speakers include Rev. Ted and 
Rebecca Krey, missionaries in the Dominican 
Republic; Maggie Karner, Director of Life and 
Health Ministries; Rev. Will and Patricia Main, co-
directors of Lutheran Student Ministry; and Dr. 
John Nunes, President and CEO of Lutheran 
World Relief. 

 There’s so much to see and learn just waiting for 
you in the exhibit hall. Don’t forget to stop by the 
LWML store and stock up on gifts for friends and 
family.  

Food for the Soul 

 

Matthew 26:26b:Take and eat; this is my body. 
Matthew 26:28:This is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
This is truly “Food for the Soul” in, with and under the 
bread and wine which we receive at the Lord’s table. 
When we stand before the altar the Lord comes to us 
physically and spiritually in this holy meal. Forgiveness, 
reassurance, strength and peace come to our sin-sick 
souls. What more can we ask for our souls than to be 
nourished by His Word and fed at His table?  

 

Submitted by Joyce Von Dielingen, VP of Christian Life  



Volume 46, Issue 1 Page 6 

Around the World  

On October 8, 2012, all participating Oklahoma District 
Zones boxed up their LWR donations and delivered the 
items to Wichita, Kansas, under the direction of Muriel and 
Kenneth Greene. Over 8,500 pounds of quilts, kits and 
soap were donated by the women of the Oklahoma Dis-
trict. We can be confident that God will use our gifts to 
bless the recipients.  

 

Loading the truck in Wichita brought a bit of excitement.  
So many donations were made that the front end of the 
trailer tipped due to the weight 
of the load (see picture at 
right). Fortunately no one was 
injured and once the trucking 
company arrived to help re-
secure the trailer, loading con-
tinued.   

Thank you for supporting the 
LWR mission and responding 
to the needs of God’s people.  LWR works to improve har-
vests, health and education in 35 countries each year.  In 
remote and rural regions of the world’s poorest countries, 
millions of people are suffering, struggling to break from 
the cycles that prevent them from being healthy, produc-
tive and self-supporting. Most often, all they need to break 
the cycle is a boost, a helping hand to provide a resource 
they have not been able to access on their own.  

Submitted by  Delia Hansen, Chairman of Mission Servants 

Total donations from our District are outlined below. Many 
thanks to Kingfisher and Panhandle Zones who made sub-
stantial donations to the Orphan Grain Train.  

STAMPS FOR 
MISSIONS 
 

Debbie Hooper, Ponca City 
Zone President, recalls trimming 
stamps with her grandmother’s 
society at Christ, Perry, as her 
first exposure to LWML and 
their mission work. In the 1960’s 
she went to the S.W. Bell office 
and Perry City Hall to retrieve 
bags of envelopes saved for them to take to the church for 
trimming and sorting, lunch, and fellowship. 

Today, Evelyn Jones, Our Redeemer, Cushing, is still in-
volved with the stamp ministry. Our go-to gal for stamp 
collecting, she has served in the capacity for 15 years. 
Evelyn enjoys this work and contributing to this LWML 
ministry. Our central receiving point for all stamps collect-
ed in the Oklahoma District, she sorts them, ensures they 
are viable, and mails them in bulk to a stamp collector in 
Missouri. This stamp collector then purchases the stamps 
from LWML. Our profits go directly into mites. 

How you can help: Buy and save commemorative stamps 
(those honoring a person, place or thing). To prepare the 
stamps: Trim them from the envelopes leaving at least 1/4 
inch around all 4 sides of the stamp. Do not soak the 
stamps off the envelopes. Stamps that are torn, or those 
with damaged perforations, are of no value. If in doubt, 
send them to Evelyn to be assessed. 

This project is ongoing.  Please turn your stamps into your 
Zone President who will bring them to a Board of Directors 
meeting for delivery to Evelyn. 

Submitted by June Wadley, Mission Servants Committee  

Zone Quilts Blankets

Personal 

Care 

Kits

School 

Kits

Fabric 

Kits

Baby 

Care Kits Soap (Lbs)

Total 

Weight Cash

Shipping 

Donations

Enid 183 2 96 124 3 51 83 1489 $40.00

Kingfisher 16 22

Latwon 32 14 67 3 3 298.5 $113.00

Miani 34 12 19 121 53 3 575 $30.00

OKC 304 48 170 25 25 61 1800 $84.00

Panhandle

Ponca City 254 24 85 151 5 15 28.5 1653

Tulsa 271 11 68 433 19 67 143 2707 $227.00

Total 1,078 49 346 1,066 108 161 318.5 8,544.50 $40.00 $454.00

Pictured above: Nena 

Thiele, Christ Lutheran, 

Perry, circa 1969 
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   Around the District 

Disaster Relief Committee  
Over the past few months, the OK District LWML received three more 

donations to the Disaster Relief Fund totaling $368.16. Since the fund 

was initiated in May 2012, a total of $3,093.16 has been donated and 

forwarded to the LCMS OK District Treasurer to be disbursed under the 

direction of the OK District Disaster Response Committee, chaired by 

Rev. Ronald Simpson. A special thank you to everyone who has 

donated to this new project. Isaiah: 58:10, “Feed the hungry, and help 

those in trouble.  Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and 

the darkness around you will be as bright as noon.”  

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Chairman of Mission Servants  

 

Save the Date: 
LWML Fall 
Retreat  
Mark your calendars for the District 
LWML Fall Retreat scheduled for 
November 1-2, 2013, Canyon Camp, 
Hinton, OK. Our LWML District Retreats 
offer an opportunity to worship and fellowship in a unique 
and relaxing setting.  

 

Join your sisters in Christ for Bible Study, a camp fire, 
delicious food, music, mixers, and fellowship. Canyon 
Camp offers all the amenities of a modern hotel with cozy 
rooms, heat, running water, and delicious warm food all 
nestled in the beauty of an old-fashioned camp. Canyon 
Camp is near Hinton, OK, about 1 hour west of OKC.  

 

This year’s Theme is “Serving Up the Gospel” based on 
Psalm 119:103: “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” 

 

Watch for more information in the next edition of TVOS and 
for flyers around your zone and society.  

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Mission Servants Chairman 

 
 

District President 
Susan Brunkow 
presented Rev. Jeff 
Klade of St. John, 
Okarche, a gift of 
LWML resources at his 
ordination and 
installation on 
December 9, 2012.  

Bylaws Beacon: Shining a Light on Structure    
So what is Structure anyway?  Simply put, it’s how we do things, and includes our bylaws and 

guidelines.  Over the years, our structure has evolved to reflect changes in how we carry out our 

mission.  At our District Convention last April, we voted to change the titles and responsibilities of 

some of our vice presidents.  The reason for this was to be more closely aligned with National, 

and to more effectively balance the tasks done by each VP.  Following is an overview of these 

officers and their areas of focus.         Submitted by Mary Fischaber, Structure Chairman 

Current Title Focus Areas/Departments Current VP 

Vice President of  
Christian Life 

Bible studies, theme, devotions, etc. for district and zone events. Joyce Von  
Dielingen 

Vice President of  
Communication 

Communication Committee, Responsible for The Voice of  
Service, OKLWML webpage, District Convention Manual, and all 
official district communications. 

Myrna Lou Meyer 

Vice President of  
Gospel Outreach 

District and National Mission Grants, Mission Servants Commit-
tee, Gifts from the Heart at District and National Conventions, 
Lutheran World Relief information, collection, and transportation, 
Orphan Grain Train, Disaster relief recommendations 

Lori Steele 

Vice President of  
Special Focus Ministries 

Young Women Committee, Student Care & Referral, Teen LWML 
Committee (Friends Into Serving Him®), Heart to Heart Sisters 
Committee 

Dianna Just 

Vice President of  
Organizational Resources 

Blitz Team, Structure (Bylaws) Committee, Special Gifts Commit-
tee, Leader Development Committee 

Sherrie Schroeder 
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     Shining the Gospel      
         Around the Zones 

The Deborah Circle of Trinity, 
Blackwell, sponsored a tree at 
BancFirst's 2012 TreeFest. 
Many women participated by 
crafting handmade ornaments. 
Pictured at left are those who 
decorated the tree: Madelein 
Reutter, Betty Smith, Sue Ann 
Priboth, Betty Campbell, Jean 
Purdy, Esther Bersche, and 
Mary Moerbe. 
 

Approximately 50 women attended Christmas Tea held at 
St. John’s, Moore. This annual tradition included Lynn 
Barker reading the Christmas Cross story, the singing of 
Christmas carols, and sharing the food provided by the 
LWML. Continuing the tradition, each woman brought an 
inexpensive teacup and saucer. Gifts were numbered, 
numbers drawn, and each participant took home a teacup 
and saucer.  

Submitted by Eloise Jones, St. John’s, Moore 

Women of Christ, 

Perry, decided to 

contribute to National mite offerings by feeding the masses. 

After contacting Thrivent, a 

community chicken noodle 

dinner was planned for 

February 24 after church. 

Attended by 133 people, it 

raised $1900 with $600 of it 

matched by Thrivent. A total 

contribution of $2,500 will be 

sent to national LWML for 

mites.  

 

Submitted by Debbie Hooper, Ponca City Zone President 

 

The origins of the LWML began right here in Oklahoma City 
at Zion Lutheran Church. Women met from six cities-
Apache, Chickasha, Norman, Shawnee, Lawton and 
Oklahoma City and were the first Lutheran women to 
organize as the Lutheran Women's League of Oklahoma in 
1928. Their goal was to unite to further mission work, 
particularly here in Oklahoma. In 1942, they became one of 
the 15 original charter members of the national Lutheran 
Women's Missionary League. 

 

One of the oldest members in our zone is Olinda Berry. At 
age 93, she is still going strong and remains very active in 
the Priscilla Circle at Zion Lutheran Church. She has been 
a member of the LWML since the original charter in 1942. 
Thank you, Olinda, for your many years of dedicated 
service to our Lord! 

 

Today, the Oklahoma City Zone has 16 churches and is the 
largest zone in Oklahoma. One of the largest churches in 
the zone is Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Edmond. Their 
society has two groups - the original group known as the 
Son Lighters, and the Night Lighters, formed in 2010. They 
work together on many of their projects and are extremely 
helpful with our zone events. 

 

The Oklahoma City Zone is preparing for their annual 
Spring Fling in April and also encourages their sisters in 
Christ to attend this year’s national convention in 

Chicken & Noodles funds  
National Mites 

Pictured left to right: 

Yvonne Tappe, Irene 

Pagel, Monzell  

Pollman, and Dar-

lene Alley 

Pictured above: Diane 

Hines, Joan Miller 

Spotlight on Oklahoma City Zone: 
Still Shining after 70 years 

You’re invited to 
Tea with Kay 
Join women around the United States in a 
30-minute devotional tea party Saturday 
mornings in March, starting at 9:00am 
CST at facebook.com/TheLWML. While visiting our Face-
book page each Saturday morning, you will see a series of 
discussion questions posted on a Bible study topic. Read the 
scripture and comment as you enjoy your cup of tea. You can 
download and print the discussion topic and Bible study ma-
terials to follow along with the discussions at www.lwml.org. 
No need to RSVP. Just brew a cup of tea and have your 
Bible handy as you visit our Facebook page to enjoy this fun 
virtual fellowship with your sisters in Christ. 
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Teen  
Happenings 

Teen girls joined LWML members of Our Savior, Tulsa, for 
their January meeting. Following devotions, business, and 
warming up with stone soup, all attendees learned to make 
fleece blankets.  

 

Members shared with the girls the LWML mission state-
ment, mite contributions, and how from small amounts of 
money come large amounts that accomplish great things 
for missions. They were given Mite Boxes and encouraged 
to make contributing a way of life. Members shared infor-
mation about district and national grants, including ways 
Our Savior’s society participates in them. Giving quilts to 
area veterans at Christmas time and to LWR are two of 
those ways. Girls left that evening with their blankets and 
new knowledge of the LWML.  

Submitted by Claudette Brown, Our Savior, Tulsa  

 

As a Freshman in college… 
I was welcomed at the St. Luke Lutheran 
Church by the Lutheran Student Fellowship 
(LSF), a national organization specifically for 
college students. They provided midweek 
Bible study and a free homemade meal made 
by church families on Sunday.  LSF members 
visited area LCMS churches participating in 
servant events and fellowship activities.  I 
looked forward to Sundays knowing I had a 
home at St. Luke. 

As an upperclassman in college… 
I benefit from the opportunities and relation-
ships I have built through Campus Ministries at Kansas State University.  
I am aware of the need to connect both current high school youth and 
college students to LSF.  Sharing opportunities to further Christian de-
velopment is crucial at a time when many young adults decrease their 
levels of church involvement.   

What LWML can do… 
One of LSF’s goals is to connect college students and graduating sen-
iors to local churches. LWML members can pray for the young adults in 
their congregations. Investing time in them is important, too, because 
they face many challenges and opportunities when they enter college. 
LWML can share with them Campus Ministry information so that stu-
dents can plug in immediately to a new congregation. Through a survey 
at Student Connect, campus ministers receive contact information and 
reach out personally to young adults.  

How to use Student Connect… 
Go to lcmscampusministry.org/StudentConnect.php. Complete and sub-
mit the online form. (A pastor, a youth worker, a parent -- you -- can do 
it.) LCMS Campus Ministry will share the student's contact information 
with the church or campus ministry worker serving the student's campus. 
The worker will contact the student directly, introduce the ministry, invite 
the student to participate, and answer any questions the student might 
have. This could be the key to helping a young adult find a new LCMS 
home congregation. 

 

Kristen Brunkow, is Lutheran Student Fellowship President at Kansas State University, 
Manhatten, Kansas. She is a member of St. Luke Lutheran Church and daughter of District 
President Susan Brunkow.  

Our Savior, Tulsa, Mentors 
Teens  

Pictured left to right: Lisa Ratliff, Magi Ratliff, Meagan 

Miller, Kelsie Edwards, Alexa Martin, Alyssa Murray, 

Sarah Patterson.  

Good Shepherd, Midwest City, has a busy Teen LWML led 
by Helen Kromanaker. In December, they decorated a 
Christmas tree for their congregation’s Fellowship Hall and 
an Angel Tree for children of incarcerated parents. They 
helped the Ruth Guild with their LWML Christmas party. 
Quarterly, they stamp Portals of Prayer booklets with Good 
Shepherd’s information. On the second Sunday of every 
month, they share their puppet ministry during the chil-
dren's sermons. What an awesome and amazing group! 
      Submitted by Susan Beiber, Teen coordinator 

Shining on Campus 

Kristen Brunkow 

Do you have a university or community college in your 
area?  Do you want to see young people more involved in the 

church?  Are you interested in having or supporting a campus minis-
try?  If so, join us Saturday April 13 from 10:00 -12:00 at Zion, 
Stillwater, for an information meeting about the opportunities that exist 
for campus ministry in Oklahoma.  LCMS U, the LCMS's new campus 
ministry effort, will present. Questions? Contact Phillip Fischaber at 
phillip-fischaber@utulsa.edu or 580-554-0169. 



Our Mission Grants for 2012-2014  
Grant                     Amount  Paid 
 

1. Oklahoma Ministerial Students —Christmas money        $10,000  $5,000 

2. Orphan Grain Train, Orphans and Battered Women—Lithuania     $  3,400  $3,400 

3. Trinity/Hope Lutheran Schools in Haiti—Lunch Program       $  5,000 

4. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Scholarship Fund      $10,000  $2,500 

5. MOST Ministries, Water Outreach Program—Family Water Systems    $  5,000  $5,000 

6. Cristo Rey “Food for Thought” Mission Outreach—Oklahoma City     $  3,500 

7. Camp Lutherhoma Kitchen Renovations—Tahlequah         $  8,500  $4,000 

8. Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch Flood Restoration          $  4,000  $2,000 

9. Catechisms for Oklahoma’s Burmese Immigrants—Guymon and Oklahoma City $  3,000  $3,000 

10. Lutheran Braille Workers—Tulsa             $  3,000  $1,500 

11. Alice Brauer’s Nutrition Program for children—India        $     500  $   500 

12. Lutheran Blind Missions—Audio Bible Study          $  3,000  $1,500 

13. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Assistance—Tulsa       $  3,000  $3,000 

14. Family Promise, Aid to Homeless Families—Lawton        $  5,000  $5,000 

15. Lutheran Malaria Initiative               $  3,000  

16. Hands of Mercy, Special Needs—Yambia, Sudan         $  5,000  $2,500 

17. OK District Lutheran 6th Grade, Camp Lutherhoma Scholarship      $  1,600  $  200 

18. 1001 Orphans—Kenya               $  2,000  $2,000 

19. OK Teen LWML Scholarship Assistance, LWML Convention 2013     $  2,000 

20. Hospital Addition, Christian Welfare Center—Malappuram, India     $  8,000  $8,000 

21. Training Future Pastors—Uganda             $  2,500  $2,500 

22. Student Tuition Scholarship, Good Shepherd Lutheran School—MWC    $  1,000  $1,000 

                  TOTAL  $92,000   $52,600 

Dear 
Heavenly 

Father, we 
thank You for 

Your love 
through 

Jesus. We ask 
Your 

continued 
blessing on 
our mission 
grants. May 

they give 
witness to the 
saving grace 
of Your  Son. 

In Jesus' 
name we 

pray. Amen. 

Volume 46, Issue 1 Page 10 

A MITE-Y LITTLE STORY 
In a society in LWML Land, it was made known that funding for national mission grants was coming in quite slowly. Perhaps it was a sign of 
poor economy; perhaps it was because of storms, droughts, job losses, or other disasters. No matter what the reasons, the need for  
additional giving was quite clear. 

 

At the regular meeting of a small society, the discussion of how to help went something like this: 
  Question:  How much do we have in our treasury? 
  Answer was given. 
  Next question:  How much is this month's offering? 
  Count was taken. 
  Still another question:  What do we need for upcoming events? 
  Discussion followed, and needs were assessed. 
  Motion made, seconded, and carried: Let's give half of what we have right now. 

 

The members went home happy, knowing that their mites would help fund some important grants and knowing that God had already 
blessed their gift. 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to 
the people of the world. 

 Grants seen below were chosen for funding by district delegates at the Peoria 
Convention and are in need of funding. Books for the 2011-2013 biennium close on 
March 31, 2013.Want to send a mite donation specifically to help fund our current 
National LWML Grants?  
 
Anyone wishing to donate to our National grants can do so conveniently through the 
Oklahoma District. Checks made out to LWML may be sent to Leola Thiemann, our 
District Financial Secretary. Please write in your check memo that your donation is 
specifically for National grants. Donations noted as such will be sent to the LWML 
office for National grants.  
 
Send your donation to:  Leola Thiemann 
        P.O. Box 2326 
        Stillwater, OK 73076-2326 
 
by March 28, 2013. Any mites received after this date will be applied to the mission 
grants for the 2013-2015 biennium  
 

Grant:               Paid:   Needed: 
Outreach to At-Risk Children – Detroit, MI     $15,000  $40,000 
Grace Place for LCMS  
International Missionaries             $25,000   $50,000 
The Lutheran Malaria Initiative – Kenya         $50,000   $50,000 
Gospel Outreach Through Open Arms  
Child Care                  $45,000   $20,000 
Haskell Indian Nations University Lutheran  
Campus Ministry Expansion – Lawrence, KS    $55,000       $45,000                               
 

   Total funded to date:      $1,159,569  
   Total needed by March 31, 2013:   $230,000 
 

Read about these grants and see updates of 
funding at www.lwml.org/missions. God has richly 
blessed us to be stewards of His resources! Let’s 
make sure these grants are funded so that His 
Word and His love and forgiveness – the Good 
News -- reach all of His children! 

 

LWML Mission Grants  

Requiring Funding 

http://www.lwml.org/missions



