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Food for the Soul 8 

Joanna 
Westcoatt, age 30, 
is a stay-at-home 
mom with an active 
toddler.  Joanna 
lives in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma  where 
her husband Ben is 
pursuing a 
graduate degree. 
They are members 
of Zion Lutheran 

Church. She enjoys motivating others and public 
speaking which are gifts that she formerly used in 
teaching Spanish.  She has actively participated in 
her congregation through teaching Sunday 
school, VBS and midweek. She has participated 
in youth groups and young adult 
fellowship groups, ushers and has 
been a choir member. She also 
enjoys visiting residents at the local 
nursing home with her son. She is 
an active member of her local 
LWML society. 

Yvonne Moore, age 
36 is self-employed 
as a Pampered Chef 
consultant. Yvonne 
lives in Lawton, OK 
where she is a 
member of Holy 
Cross Lutheran 
Church. She and her 
husband, Ed have 
one son Richard who 
is three years old. As 
a small business 
owner she gets to use her people skills and 
organizational talent. She is involved in her 
church as Sunday School and Vacation Bible 
School Superintendent, Education Chairman, 

Sunday school teacher, choir 
member and as a cook for the 
day care. She is involved in her 
local society and has served as 
publicity officer.  She is currently 
a zone officer and attended the 
2004 District Convention. 

Jenny Matthews, age 24 is employed as an insurance adjuster. She re-
cently moved to Shattuck, OK and is a member of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Okarche. She enjoys photography, design, scrapbooking and 
other creative pursuits. She also particularly enjoys making new friends. 
She has been actively involved in her community and has had leadership 
roles in 4-H. She has been actively involved in her church’s youth group, 
Vacation Bible School and Sunday school. She has been involved in 
LWML in various aspects, from babysitting for her local society meetings 
as a youth to helping with Teen LWML and YWR activities.  She attended 
the District Convention in Enid. 

YWR AlternateYWR AlternateYWR AlternateYWR Alternate    
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As a child growing up in the wilds of northern Nebraska, it was rare that I saw any other kids other than my 
school mates who numbered 16. I attended one of those small little one room school houses that were kept 
warm by a small wood stove.  My teacher kept the warmth coming to us throughout those winter days by 
tending that stove every hour or so and then in the spring, she had picnics for us and nature walks. One time 
she even took us into Niobrara for a movie.  What an adventure!  I don’t remember what the movie was but I 
do remember the joy in the journey. That is what it is all about, isn’t it!  The Joy in the journey!  Receiving 
warmth along the way from that little wood stove, or warmth of love from the teacher giving us picnics, walks and the trip to 
Niobrara made it so very special. 
 

Each of you, I am sure has a story to tell where warmth was shared by others in your life and gave joy to your journey.  Even 
now, you and I could name others that give joy to our daily journey. It comes in all forms, a cup of coffee with someone, a 
quiet moment in morning prayer with others at your church, a kind word, a thank you, a special smile, or serving someone in 

need. The list could go on and on! 
 

In our Oklahoma District LWML, we are offered unique opportunities to give that warmth and joy by reaching out to our young women and teens!  
Make it your intention to find out WHO they are and who has been Young Woman Reps (YWRs). Seek them out by writing them a card of 
congratulations or just to say hello. We have two brand new YWRs that are featured on the front page of this issue of the VOS. They are 
preparing for convention in Portland and a new and exciting piece of their journey. Be the teacher I had in Nebraska by giving joy to their journey 
and warmth along the path!  Pray for them and do something intentional to share the warmth that Jesus has given you.     
 

No doubt, the Lord Jesus provided that teacher in Nebraska to spread His love through her many acts of kindness to us. Now, we can share the 
love of Jesus to these young women that are going to Portland. Let’s be some of that warmth on this their bountiful, joyful journey to Portland! 
 
 
 

Love in Christ, 
Bev England 
Oklahoma District LWML President 

DDDDevoted, RRRRedeemed, EEEExclaiming His Love, AAAActive in prayer and service with MiMiMiMission hearts alive! 
  TTTTogether EEEEveryone AAAAccomplishes MMMMore 

Bev England 

There have been many comments made 
about how interesting the Oklahoma 

District 80th Anniversary Book is and how much people have 
enjoyed reading it; not just LWMLer’s, but others also. 
 

If you have not purchased yours, they are still available. Please 
contact Marilyn Alsip at granny509[at]cox.net or by phone at (405) 
769-4220 or (405) 229-2093. 

Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary Anniversary 
Books Still Books Still Books Still Books Still 
AvailableAvailableAvailableAvailable    

“Mission Challenge”“Mission Challenge”“Mission Challenge”“Mission Challenge”    
 

Can you read a tape measure?  Do you like serving others? 

Can you count?      Do you like fresh air? 

Can you iron?        Do you like women fellowship? 

Can you sew a straight line?   Do you like to have fun? 
 

Plans are being made for a Oklahoma Mission Challenge that 
everyone will enjoy.  Be watching for more details. 

No psalm has gained more admirers 
than Psalm 23. In it, we learn not only 
about God’s nature, but also about His 

leadership. David describes the Lord as a Shepherd, no doubt 
seeing Him this way because of his own leadership bias. David 
also had been a model shepherd. 
 

Both  Old and New Testaments use the term “shepherd” to 
illustrate leadership. The word communicates the love, nurture, 
intimacy, and spiritual care a godly leader provides. It involves 
both the rod (correction) and the staff (direction). Psalm 23 
describes the Ultimate Shepherd performing several functions. 
The Shepherd provides, gives rest, confidently leads, renews 
and restores, guides and directs, protects, corrects and comforts, 
feeds and anoints, loves and furnishes permanent shelter. 

 
Taken from “The Maxwell Leadership Bible”, Page 680 

The Leader as The Leader as The Leader as The Leader as 
a Shepherda Shepherda Shepherda Shepherd    

Notice from the VP of CommunicationNotice from the VP of CommunicationNotice from the VP of CommunicationNotice from the VP of Communication    
As you read this issue, you may notice the e-mail addresses look a little 
unusual. If sending an email, please change from [at] to @ when typing 
e-mail addresses. These were changed to protect the privacy of e-mail 
addresses when put on the web site. 
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A Time to ServeA Time to ServeA Time to ServeA Time to Serve    
1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4 a 
time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time 
to cast away; 7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8 a time to love, and a time to hate; a 
time for war, and a time for peace. 9 What gain has the worker from his toil?     Ecclesiastes 3:1-9  
 

I saw my first LIVE armadillo along the road the other day as I was driving home from Tulsa.  The sighting and my analysis of its activity all hap-
pened in an instant (not much time).  Do you know what the armadillo was doing?  It was burrowing in the grass, in the dirt, along side the road, 
looking for food (a typical use of time for an armadillo, right).  Do you know what I thought when I saw that armadillo?  I saw an armadillo serving 
and satisfying the needs and wants it had at the time.   

The author of Ecclesiastes (in the third chapter verses 1-9) tells us that ‘there’s a time to be born, to die, a time to break down, a time to build up, a 
time to mourn, a time to dance, a time to embrace, a time to refrain from embracing, a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.  He says, ‘For 
everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.’  All the time there is in a day, all the time we have been given in a month 
or a lifetime, CAN BE used up on things we consider important.  If we use up all our time on what we believe to be important, “What gain has the 
worker from his toil?”  

During OK District LWML Spring Flings (March 7, 8, and 14), you will have opportunity to consider the time you have been given to serve God.  
Remember the LIVE armadillo I saw along the road?  Because the armadillo was satisfying needs and because it wanted more for itself, it was 
oblivious  to what was going on around it.  (It had no time for anyone or anything else.)  As I thought about that for a time, how often do armadillos 
walk into traffic oblivious to what going on around them?  (Maybe that’s why I see more dead armadillos than LIVE ones?)   

How often are we oblivious to what God wants us to do?  How often are we taking care of our wants, our needs, and seek more?  How often are 
we unaware of the dangers of sin and Satan around us?  How often are we looking for a grand recognition and overlook what many consider irrele-
vant or routine?  How often are we run over by the world and our fleshy desires?   

It’s time to serve.  God wants us to be ALIVE in Christ and dead to sin.  Take time to attend the Spring Flings this March and use that time to serve 
God and/or your neighbor (at church, in the community, even in LWML).  There you will be equipped to serve and encouraged to go in the name of 
the Lord.   

Pastor Dwayne Schroeder, Senior LWML Pastoral  

Now is the time to get your registration sent in and travel plans 
made to attend the Lutheran Women in Mission, LWML national 
convention in Portland, Oregon, June 25-28!  If your Gospel light 
is a little dim and you need some encouragement and inspiration  
then an LWML convention is just what you need.  Mission 
speakers, entertainment, Bible study and thousands of other 

Lutheran women will soon have your Gospel light blazing again.  Oklahoma will have an official 
delegation of 13 and many more from our district congregations in attendance and enjoying 
beautiful Portland. Make plans to attend the Oklahoma Caucus on Thursday, June 25 from 4:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Be sure to be in the District photo taken on Friday, June 26 at 5:00 p.m.  
 

Registration opens March 1st.  The Oklahoma District is requesting the Doubletree Hotel for their 
rooms.  Of course, there's no guarantee that we will get them.  The public transit system is easy 
and convenient to ride so if you are flying into Portland there's no reason to have to rent a car. 
 

� PARTICIPATE in the “Servant Connections” activities on Thursday 
� WORSHIP with thousands of your sisters and brothers in Christ 
� EXPERIENCE fellowship with “seasoned” friends and make new ones 
� VISIT the exhibits in “Evergreen Park” 
� CELEBRATE your faith with Bible study and song 
� JOIN  ”Mission in Motion” on Saturday morning, to walk or stretch 
� ENJOY Friday's inspirational evening and the award-winning Pride of Portland women's 

chorus on Saturday evening 
� SHARE the Good News with everyone you meet—that “God Reigns” 
 

All registration information is in the Winter 2008 Lutheran Woman's Quarterly or you can go 
online to www.lwml.org for what you need.  Then you, too, can “Look to the Hills!  God Reigns!”. 

Beloved Sister 
Called Home 

Pat Henke, wife of Senior 
Pastoral Counselor, Rev. 
Barrie Henke and mother 
of Jason, was called to her 
eternal home on January 
21, 2009. Pat was a friend 
to us all and so loved the 
LWML. Her dedication to 
her Lord is an example for all of us. We all 
loved her so and will miss her greatly.   
 

There is cause for thanks and praise for 
generous hearts in Oklahoma! Some 
unknown benefactor gave a gift in honor of 
and in celebration of the life of Pat Henke.  
This benefactor sent a check in the amount 
of $100,000 to our national office in St. 
Louis, Missouri which is applied exclusively 
to our national Mission Grants. Also, many 
other gifts have been given in her memory 
to LWML for mites. 

Pastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral InsightsPastoral Insights    
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Miami Zone 
 

Busy hands and giving hearts describes 
activities by our societies in the Miami Zone. 
Many supported overseas missions by making 
hand made articles, collecting items, or 
organizing fundraisers. Christmas gifts were 
gathered to share with those in need and to 
support community organizations. Several 
churches have Mite Sundays to support 
LWML mission ministry. Miami Zone is 
responsible for the decorations for the Spring 
Fling to be held at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Tulsa. See you there! 

Grace Peterson, Zone President 

Kingfisher Zone 
 

The six societies are working on their 
individual ongoing projects, which include 
Quilts for World Relief, supporting Ministerial 
Students through special offerings, package 
goodies for College Students of their 
congregation. 
Societies have been busy with Advent 
dinners to raise funds, preparing treats for 
shut–ins, collecting money & supplies for 
DHS family in their community, fundraiser 
soup lunch for J  Krepel Scholarship fund, 
birthday parties at the nearby Nursing Homes 
and Care Living Center, monetary donations 
to Camp Lutherhaven and Camp 
Lutherhoma, and hosting food and cards for 
the Senior Citizens in the congregation. 
Emmanuel LWML  in Kingfisher  won 1st in 
the Chamber of Commerce Fall Decorating 
Contest. 

 

Sharon Bomhoff, Zone President 

Lawton Zone 
 

After the November District BOD meeting,  all 
the society officers were contacted with a 
summary of the meeting, making note of 
decisions and discussions which impact them.  
Asking for suggestions for a location of the 
Spring Fling on Mar. 8, several suggestions 
were made that we contact First Lutheran in 
Chickasha.  Pastor Thompson and the women 
of First Lutheran agreed to be our hosts.  The 
Kingfisher and OKC zones will help in any 
capacity needed. 
 

I encourage all LWML members to attend the 
Spring Fling in Chickasha. The Gifts from the 
Heart ingathering will go to the Pregnancy 
Testing and Guidance Center, in Chickasha, 
as suggested by our host church. 

Kathie Gerdes, Zone President 

Oklahoma City Zone 
 

Oklahoma City Zone’s Prayer Service was 
held on February 14 with over 55 people in 
attendance including three pastors. The Mary/
Martha Guild from St. Mark Lutheran Church 
in Edmond hosted the service. Thanks for a 
wonderful lunch! Praise God for our offering of 
$321 which will go to national LWML Mites. 
 

Shari Stepanek, Zone President 

Panhandle Zone 
 

The Spring Fling plans are coming along, 
with Zion, Buffalo the host church on March 
14th. Enid Zone has volunteered some help, 
as has Trinity in Woodward. 
 

Flyers and registration forms have been sent 
to all societies. We hope to be blessed with 
the fellowship of our sisters in Christ from the 
Zone and District. Work continues on the 
revision of the Panhandle Zone bylaws to 
bring them up to date with the current 
Oklahoma District changes. 

Jarie Coggins, Zone President 

TriTriTriTri----ZoneZoneZoneZone    
Spring Flings Spring Flings Spring Flings Spring Flings     

    

Tulsa, Miami and Ponca City Zones 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
9:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

 

Lawton, Kingfisher & OKC Zones 
Sunday, March 8, 2009 
First Lutheran Church 
Chickasha, Oklahoma 
12:30 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 

Enid and Panhandle Zones 
 Saturday, March 14, 2009 

Zion Lutheran Church 
Buffalo, Oklahoma 

10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

Be inspired to serve! Join us for: Bible 
study, Gifts from the Heart, Mission Mite 
offering, Program presented by Assembly of 
Leaders Team, fun and fellowship with 
Zone LWML Sisters, while exploring serving 
opportunities through LWML. 
 

Contact your Zone President for more 
information or go to www.oklwml.org and 
select the Meetings & Conventions button. 

Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your         
Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!        

    

Enid Zone 
 

Join your LWML sisters from the Enid and 
Panhandle Zone at the Spring Fling held at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Buffalo. Please 
contact me if you need more information. 
 

Beth Schoeling, Zone President 

Ponca City Zone 
 

The new Zone Guidelines were reviewed 
with the Zone Executive Board and a hosting 
schedule has been developed for the next 10 
years. We are in process of updating our 
Zone bylaws to conform more closely with 
District. A new Zone directory will be 
available for distribution at our next fall event.  

 

Leola Thiemann, Zone President 

Tulsa Zone 
 

Tri-Zone Spring Fling is March 7 at Grace 
Lutheran in Tulsa.  Please plan to attend. 
 

Tulsa Zone has started a Zone E-Newsletter 
and is running a contest to name it.  We 
encourage everyone to join the fun and send 
suggestions and contributions, including 
pictures, to Alexis Wasson :  
secretary[at]gracelutherantulsa.org 

 

Carol Fruehling, Zone President 
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The Oklahoma District LWML has begun something new in our 
Oklahoma congregations.  The LWML District President, along 
with 2 or 3 others, engage a congregation for presentation on a 
Sunday morning at the close of the worship service and then on 
into the Sunday school hour.  This motivational presentation is 
lifting the awareness level in our district on the mission of the 
LWML and extending opportunities for women to serve the Lord 
through the LWML.  The joy is great in serving with  thousands of 
other Lutheran women across America and beyond. 
 

These events are coordinated with the pastor and LWML women 
of the congregation.  We would be honored and delighted to visit 
your congregation.  Please contact the LWML District President 
or any of our LWML MMV (Mission-Ministry Vision) Consultants 
for scheduling a Blitz in your church! 
 

Contacts:  Bev England, District President, or MMV Consultants, 
Marguerite Christman, Betty Reichert, or PR Director, Patti Ross. 
 

We are waiting for your call. 
 

   Submitted by Bev England, District President  

Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund Special Gifts Fund     
    

What a good plan Patti Ross had when she suggested the 80th Anniversary offering be 
given to the Special Gifts Fund!  Due to your generous gifts to honor the Anniversary 
of LWML in Oklahoma, the Special Gifts Fund has grown by $3,995.66.  WOW!  And 
THANK YOU! 
 

We spent, from the interest part of the fund, $1,880.90, to print a very valuable 
resource; the 80th Anniversary Book, a history of our District LWML.  So far, $1,380.00 
has been returned to the interest fund for the sale of these books.  That, along with 
monies from the Cartridge Fund of $313.80, interest from LCEF for the past quarter of 
$243.36 and the following gifts given in honor or memoriam of friends, the fund now 
stands at $31,846.36.  Is that not something for which to praise our LORD and GIVE 
GOD GLORY? 
 

Donations to the fund were given: 
   In Honor of          In Memory of 
   Rev. Barrie Henke —35 years ministry    Robert Newell 
   Marguerite Christman – Birthday        Clara Bryant 
 

This new year as you plan for birthdays, graduations, anniversaries and other 
milestones, consider a gift to the Special Gifts Fund.  When the gift is deposited with 
the Lutheran Church Extension Fund you’ll be helping both LWML and building  
churches, missions, schools and seminaries.  “Thank You for supporting the ministry”, 
says LCEF. 
    

Gifts?  
Send to:  OK District LWML Financial Secretary         

 Lanece Young,  PO Box 1685, Owasso, OK 74055 
 

Questions?  
Contact: Marilyn Laramy, 31 Stoneridge Rd.,  Ponca City, OK 74604 

 Phone 1-508-762-1164,  
                    E-mail: richardlaramy[at]hotmail.com 

Watch Out for the Blitz!Watch Out for the Blitz!Watch Out for the Blitz!Watch Out for the Blitz!    

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1 

The OK LWML is sponsoring a retreat specifically for 
wives of our clergy!  We are looking forward to this 
being a time of relaxation and rest, a time to meet 
each other, a time to have some personal and 
corporate time with our Lord and a time for 
refreshment and restoration. 
 

Renée Gibbs will be our guest speaker. Renée is a 
Pastor’s wife. She and her husband are currently in St. 
Louis at the Seminary, where Rev. Jeff Gibbs is a 
professor. One of Renée’s strong passions is to mentor 
the wives of students at the seminary. She does a 
terrific job of that and will share some of her wit and 
wisdom. 
 

Invitations will be sent in early March to each of the 
wives in the Oklahoma District. If you are a Pastor or 
Vicar wife, please plan on coming! Encourage one 
another to come!  If you know a wife of a Pastor or 
Vicar, please encourage them to come - May 8th & 9th, 
2009 at the IBLP Training Center in Oklahoma City. 

 
Submitted by Debbie Tabisz, VP of Christian Life 

Tornados, floods, ice storms, and other 
crisis situations make life very difficult for   
Oklahomans at times. Have you ever 
wanted to be able to give something of 
comfort in those situations?  
 

The Human Care Committee has 
developed a tool all of us can have ready 
when needed.  

Disaster Relief Spiritual Care Kits can be made by societies throughout the 
Oklahoma District LWML.  These kits will be simple to assemble and easy to 
store. When the need arises you can grab and respond quickly to give to 
individuals and families when devastating situations leave them feeling 
overwhelmed and sometimes with little hope. 
 

This wonderful resource will be introduced at the Tri-Zone Spring Flings! 
Encourage your society to be prepared with these kits so you can respond 
quickly when disaster strikes! 
For more information, contact your Zone President or Linda Lee Kremeier, 
Vice President of Human Care at llkremeier_2000[at]yahoo.com.   
 

 

Submitted by Linda Lee Kremeier, VP of Human Care 

A Way to Help 



Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008Mission Grants for 2008----2010 2010 2010 2010     
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The LWML Pledge 
In fervent gratitude 
for the Savior’s dying 
love and His blood-

bought gift of 
redemption we 

dedicate ourselves to 
Him with all that we 
are and have; and in 
obedience to His call 
for workers in the 
harvest fields, we 

pledge Him our willing 
service wherever and 
whenever He has need 
of us. We consecrate 
to our Savior our 

hands to work for Him, 
our feet to go on His 
errands, our voice to 
sing His praises, our 
lips to proclaim His 
redeeming love, our 
silver and our gold to 
extend His Kingdom, 
our will to do His 

will, and every power 
of our life to the 

great task of bringing 
the lost and the 

erring into eternal 
fellowship with Him. 

Amen 

Grant                  Amount  Paid 

1. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students         $12,000  $  6,000 

2. Disaster Relief—Greensburg, Kansas         $  5,000  $  5,000 

3. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Student Aid Fund   $12,000  $  6,000 

4. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships—Tahlequah, OK     $  5,000   

5. Lutheran Braille Workers #73—Our Savior, Tulsa, OK    $  3,000  $  3,000 

6. Outreach and Support—Cristo Rey Ministry, Oklahoma City, OK  $  3,000  $  3,000 

7. Concordia Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN   $10,000  $  5,000 

8. International Student Ministry—OSU         $  1,500  $    750 

9. Science Lab for Redeemer High School—Oklahoma City, OK   $  4,895  $  4,895 

10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool, Tuition Assistance—First, Tahlequah, OK $  3,050  $  3,050 

11. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center—Tulsa, OK $  5,000  $  5,000 

12. Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ—Oklahoma District     $  2,000  $  1,000 

13. The Rock After School Program—Zion Lutheran, Lahoma, OK  $  1,800  $  1,800 

14. Preparing Pastors Worldwide           $  6,000  $  6,000 

15. The Servant’s Heart, Tuition Assistance—Guatemala (Partial)  $  5,755  $  5,755 

                TOTAL  $80,000  $56,250 

Special Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 DisbursementSpecial Mission Gift of $100,000 Disbursement    

The Oklahoma District received a check on a Mite Box Sunday for $100,000. The following is how that 
money has been disbursed to date. The delegates at convention voted to disburse $44,000 to selected 
mission grants. This gift and mission grant disbursement is over and above the mission grants for the 
2008-2010 Mission Grant Goal of $80,000. As you can see this special gift has been a blessing to 
many. These grants will be paid when the grant recipient requests the funds. We pray that this special 
gift reaches many who are hurting and brings them to know their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

                        Paid 

1. Twenty-five percent toward LWML Mission Grant Goal, Biennium 2007-2009    $  25,000   $25,000 

2. LWML exclusively for missions             $  25,000   $25,000 

3. Rev. Nourreddine Bennai, Muslim Student Outreach Program—Edmond, OK    $    3,000   $  3,000 

4. Nadia Abuamsha’s, City of Hope Muslin Women’s Outreach Program, Cleveland, OH  $    3,000   $  3,000 

5. Themba Trust Scholarships for Girls—Dirkiesdorp, South Africa      $    4,946   $  4,946 

6. Jesus’ Lambs’, Playground Structure—First Lutheran, Tahlequah, OK     $    4,900   $  4,900 

7. Production of Braille Magazine, Lawrence, KS          $    4,000 

8. Community Clean Water Project—Yunnan, China—CWEF       $    7,500   $  7,500 

9. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame—Oklahoma District          $  10,000   $ 10,000 

10. Diaconia Centers—Latvia              $    5,000   $  5,000 

11. Gambia Church Planting—Africa (Partial)           $    3,827   $  3,827 

12. Serving Justice—“God’s Word for Peace Officers”—Oklahoma District ( Partial)   $    3,827   $  1,963.50 

                   TOTAL $100,000   $94,136.50 

 Nancy West, VP of Gospel Outreach 
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In July of 2003, the LWML President, Linda Reiser, and myself, Marguerite Christman had a 
conversation on a golf course in Salina, Kansas.  We were brain storming about LWML and the 
idea about Teen LWML came about: Wouldn’t it be great to get teen girls knowledgeable about 
the mission and ministry of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League?  This was the begin-
ning quest for an important group that has now become a significant part of LWML.  
 

Our Teen LWML girls are learning about the mission of the LWML and also being involved in various service activities to share God’s love with 
others.  Of course, there have been some challenges in the process, but more and more groups are finding that these teens want to be involved in 
making a difference in sharing Christ in numerous ways. They have a heart for learning about missions abroad, across the United States, in their 
own district, at school, and even in their own congregation. These teens collect and encourage others to contribute funds for Mites. They have a 
high energy level and want to be active in service projects. Basically, because these teens are minors, specific steps need to be taken to make 
sure all the bases are covered in supporting these teens. Teen members are composed of teens that are confirmed or in the process.   Ages in the 
groups range from eleven through eighteen.  
  
This is an exciting time for encouraging and educating these teens of how important it is to be God’s hands and feet, His voice and lips to share the 
saving Gospel message with those who do not know Him. They are serving as Lutheran Women in Mission. Yeah Teens!!  Friends Into Serving 
Him.  Being empowered through God’s Word they demonstrate Christ’s love.  May God continue to be active in your hearts as you burn with desire 
to share His Good News! 

Submitted by Marguerite Christman 

Oklahoma LWML Missions in ActionOklahoma LWML Missions in ActionOklahoma LWML Missions in ActionOklahoma LWML Missions in Action    
  God is bringing the foreign mission field to Stillwater, Oklahoma.  Large numbers of students arrive at 
Oklahoma State University from Muslim countries and other nations closed to open mission work.  They 
may come alone or bring other family members from Nepal, Vietnam or other hard to reach countries.  
Many of these have never read the Bible in their own language.  International Neighbors is the international 
ministry of Zion Lutheran Church in Stillwater.  Through the Mayor’s Welcome displays, Book Fairs at Zion, 
English classes and Amharic Bible classes, many Christian resources can be offered to these students and 
their families such as Bibles, New Testaments, children’s Bible stories, “Jesus” DVDs and videos, plus 
other Bible related materials in numerous languages. 
 The Oklahoma District LWML delegates voted in convention at Claremore to grant $1,500 to Interna-
tional Neighbors at Zion toward the purchase of these materials. The Holy Spirit inspires curiosity and 
openness in the hearts of many students and hospitality opens opportunities to share the Good News of 
Jesus’ gift of salvation.  The Bible is God’s Word and has power to change lives!  This February, a Chinese 
young woman was excited to be baptized into the Christian faith. 
 Please pray for this young woman and many others like her as they hear of God’s love and forgiveness 
through this mission outreach. 

Submitted by Patti Ross, PR Director 

How TEEN LWML BeganHow TEEN LWML BeganHow TEEN LWML BeganHow TEEN LWML Began    

LWML is collecting empty inkjet and/or laser printer cartridges, used cell phones, Pagers, PDAs (Palm 
Pilots, Blackberrys), I-Pods, DVD Video games/portable players, MP3 Players, Digital cameras, Laptops 
(include power cords) and GPS Systems to redeem for cash. The cash will be used for LWML Mites, Special 
Gifts Fund, and other district mission outreach opportunities.  
 

Ask your family, friends, neighbors – even the place where you work – if they would like help disposing of their 
various recyclable items.  
 

LWML Societies across the state are collecting and turning trash into cash for missions. Each Zone has a Zone 
Recycling Coordinator. Please feel free to contact her or your Zone President for more information.  
 

If you have questions about what can be recycled contact Marguerite Christman at mchrist721[at]aol.com. 
 

You’ll be doing something good for the environment…and you’ll be helping the LWML continue to provide 
Christian women with mission education, inspiration and leadership training and the Mitey Mites!  

 

Submitted by Marguerite Christman 

Be on the Look OutBe on the Look OutBe on the Look OutBe on the Look Out————RecycleRecycleRecycleRecycle    
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Mission Statement 
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Page 8 The Voice of Service 

Leading by Example Always Discerning Exhibiting Responsibility Serving Humbly Integrity is Priority 
 

The first step to be taken in Christian leadership is one of following. Consider the men Jesus chose to be 
leaders of the Christian church when He said to them “Follow Me”. These twelve ordinary men had no par-
ticular skills or prior experience for guiding others. It was only in following Jesus that they learned what was 
needed to be disciples and to make disciples. The following qualities are what developed leadership in them; 
and they can in us, as well. 
  
Dependency on Jesus was of prime importance so that they could persevere and bear much fruit.  
  (John 15: 7-8) 
Imitation of Jesus’ words and actions allowed them to live as they were taught, but only by God’s grace.  
 (Eph 5:1) 
Serving others, humbly, simply because of love was a powerful lesson the disciples learned from their Leader.       
 (Matt 20:28) 
Commitment to Jesus sometimes meant suffering, which in turn, brought life and joy to them and others.  
 (Matt 10:39) 
Instruction by His Word and example was how Jesus taught His disciples to lead so they could pass it on.  
 (Matt 28:19-20) 
Prayer (access to the heavenly Father) was a privilege given to the disciples, and us.  
 (John 17) 
Love, despite others reactions, was how Jesus showed and commanded His disciples to love one another. 
 (John 15: 9-13) 
Enjoyment, the reward of discipleship…Joy of forgiveness, Joy of His presence, Joy of salvation.  
 (John 15:11, Heb 12:2) 
 

Most of us will probably never be called to lead an army of thousands, a major corporation or even a church 
choir. However, all of us, as followers of Christ, are called to lead our own lives in a manner pleasing to God. 
When we “…depend totally on God’s grace…, we can follow in His steps, living, in Luther’s words, as ‘little 
Christs’.” So, for this reason, each individual has a responsibility to develop and display these discipleship 
characteristics because our words and actions, by the grace of God, disciple others to follow Christ. Now does 
the question, “What would Jesus do?” sound trivial? 
 

So, whether it's leading an army or ourselves, the principles that portray a Christian leader are  the result of 
one's love for God. “Without love all the other qualities mean nothing.” We know this is true because “…the 
source of a disciple’s love is the Father and the Son.” (John 15:9) 
 

Is Jesus speaking to you “… the gentle, life-changing call, FOLLOW ME!” so that you can lead? 
 

Based on My Daily Devotions; Stephen J. Cater; March 13-20; copyright 2002 CPH 
 

Submitted by Pat Bartley, Christian Life Committee Member 

Food for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the SoulFood for the Soul    

Another retreat planning is in progress for Oklahoma LWML members and guests.  This is to be 
held this fall at Oakridge Christian Camp and Retreat Center in Anadarko on Oct. 23 & 24, 
2009.  You won’t want to miss this!  Women of all ages are welcome and that means YWRs 
(Young Women) and Teens as well! 
 
Plans have begun for the LWML Oklahoma District Convention to be in Oklahoma City at the 
Express Event Center on April 16 & 17, 2010.  The theme for the convention is Glorify God with 
One Heart One Voice!  Rom. 15: 5 & 6. 


