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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is a privilege and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia University,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun. I enjoy sharing the
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hurch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has called all Christians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80 Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marilyn Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinator for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a ze !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.

Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.
Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.
Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a v o r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President. I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visiting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music, homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stewardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteerism, i.e. Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  v o t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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T h a n k  Y o u  L o r d -
W e  A r e  L e a v i n g  F o o t p r i n t s !
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s , cont.
Good News of Christ’s love and redemption.
20. International Student Ministry-OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witness to people of many countries. This grant
would provide Bibles, Christian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and their families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from national training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More than
half of the OAFC trained enter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources, this grant will make their
participation possible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cristo Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surrounding them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assistance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Lutherhoma, children experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, play, worship and learn Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission church. The kitchen is a total disaster.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitality.
26. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economic development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille, the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvation. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskell campus. Will (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 children in a safe, loving Christian classroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministries. OK District needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Missions.
31.Concordia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000: The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all seminarians families’ food and household needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
translating the Bible into tribal lanuages, but there
is a need for literacy so that the people can read it!
This grant would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classroom benches, blackboards, chalk and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Justice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace (gospel). This grant would provide God’s
Work for Peace Officers, The Tactical Edition Bible,
and training and continuing education for chaplains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers realize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer scholarship help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professional LCMS church workers.
Mission Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Corinna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y -  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s
1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim. Their Christian neighbors
want to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
facility for children. This grant would pruchase
centrally located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide travel expenses for college students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Chaplaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countries, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by working with the high school youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking, while the US population is growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of unevangelized people.
6. Cambodia-Battembang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Lutheran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to power generators.
7. Themba Trust Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South Aftican
internationally supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our help to meet expenses, and for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
children and support groups for at-risk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for community
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing, homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran, Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschool actively evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators of First, Talequah wish to help
low income families near the church by giving their
3 & 4 year olds a chance to attend a loving, Christ-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evangelism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This grant will be matched dollar for dollar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe and Kitty will provide timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disaster Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This grant will be matched dollar for dollar by LWR.
95% of Greensburg was destroyed by a tornado in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul. It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministerial Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminarians this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, sharing the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors.
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her baby, 85% choose life. This grant would help
pay full-time nurses for perform ultrasounds so no
woman is turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian education should not have to sacrifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Braille books, the Lutheran Braille Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operating out of the fellowship hall of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labels, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwide $5000: To prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pastors worldwide. 1/3 of the grant is for
international aid, 1/3 goes to Concordia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water Project-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances limits how many pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christian volunteers and staff to share the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and d o
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80 Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marilyn Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y

THE VOICE OF SERVICE

Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinator for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a z e !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.

Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.
Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.
Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o nv e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a vo r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President. I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visiting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music, homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stewardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteerism, i.e. Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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Good News of Christ’s love and redemption.
20. International Student Ministry-OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witness to people of many countries. This grant
would provide Bibles, Christian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and their families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from national training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More than
half of the OAFC trained enter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources, this grant will make their
participation possible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cristo Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surrounding them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assistance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Lutherhoma, children experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, play, worship and learn Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission church. The kitchen is a total disaster.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitality.
26. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economic development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille, the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvation. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskell campus. Will (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 children in a safe, loving Christian classroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministries. OK District needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Missions.
31.Concordia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000: The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all seminarians families’ food and household needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
translating the Bible into tribal lanuages, but there
is a need for literacy so that the people can read it!
This grant would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classroom benches, blackboards, chalk and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Justice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace (gospel). This grant would provide God’s
Work for Peace Officers, The Tactical Edition Bible,
and training and continuing education for chaplains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers realize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer scholarship help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professional LCMS church workers.
Mission Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Corinna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y -  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide travel expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-r isk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devot ion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran ed uacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church b y giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will pro vide timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gr ant would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Braille books, the Lutheran Brai lle Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, a nd tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural  villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80  Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District  Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marily n Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinator for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a z e !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.
Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.

Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.

Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different  zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a v o r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities  in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President . I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visi ting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music , homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stew ardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteeris m, i.e.  Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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T h a n k  Y o u  L o r d -
W e  A r e  L e a v i n g  F o o t p r i n t s !
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s , cont.
Good News of Christ ’s love and redemption.
20. International  Student Ministry -OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witne ss to people of many countri es. This grant
would provid e Bibl es, Christ ian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and thei r families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from natio nal training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More  than
half of the OAFC trained e nter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources,  this grant will make their
parti cipation p ossible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cris to Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surround ing them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assi stance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Luthe rhoma, chi ldren experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, pla y, worship and learn  Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission chur ch. The kitchen is a total disaste r.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitali ty.
26. The Servant’s Heart , Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economi c development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille , the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvati on. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskel l campus. Will  (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities  in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle  of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 ch ildren in a s afe, l oving Christia n clas sroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministr ies.  OK Distr ict needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Miss ions.
31.Conco rdia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000 : The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all  seminarians families’ food and house hold needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
trans lating  the Bible into tribal lanuage s, but there
is a need for literacy so th at the peop le can read it!
This grant  would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classr oom benches, blackboards, chal k and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Ju stice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace  (gospel). This grant  would provide God’s
Work for Peace  Officers, The Tacti cal Edition Bible,
and training  and continuing education for cha plains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers real ize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer schol arship  help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professiona l LCMS chu rch worker s.
Missi on Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Cori nna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y-  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s
1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide trave l expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-risk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church by giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will provid e timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gran t would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Brai lle books, the Lutheran Braille Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism,  through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80  Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District  Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marily n Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District  LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
familie s to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinat or for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a z e !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.
Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.

Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.

Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different  zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a v o r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities  in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President . I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visi ting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music , homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stew ardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteeris m, i.e.  Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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Good News of Christ ’s love and redemption.
20. International  Student Ministry -OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witne ss to people of many countri es. This grant
would provid e Bibl es, Christ ian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and thei r families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from natio nal training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More  than
half of the OAFC trained e nter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources,  this grant will make their
parti cipation p ossible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cris to Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surround ing them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assi stance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Luthe rhoma, chi ldren experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, pla y, worship and learn  Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission chur ch. The kitchen is a total disaste r.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitali ty.
26. The Servant’s Heart , Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economi c development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille , the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvati on. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskel l campus. Will  (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities  in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle  of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 ch ildren in a s afe, l oving Christia n clas sroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministr ies.  OK Distr ict needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Miss ions.
31.Conco rdia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000 : The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all  seminarians families’ food and house hold needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
trans lating  the Bible into tribal lanuage s, but there
is a need for literacy so th at the peop le can read it!
This grant  would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classr oom benches, blackboards, chal k and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Ju stice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace  (gospel). This grant  would provide God’s
Work for Peace  Officers, The Tacti cal Edition Bible,
and training  and continuing education for cha plains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers real ize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer schol arship  help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professiona l LCMS chu rch worker s.
Missi on Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Cori nna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgivin g” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, d iscussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund co mmittee
and must be appr oved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y-  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefk er, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide trave l expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-risk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church by giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will provid e timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gran t would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Brai lle books, the Lutheran Braille Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c yc l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is a privilege and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia University,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun. I enjoy sharing the
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hurch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has called all Christians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80 Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marilyn Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinator for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a z e !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.
Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.

Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.

Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o nv e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a vo r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President. I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visiting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music, homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stewardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteerism, i.e. Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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T h a n k  Y o u  L o r d -
W e  A r e  L e a v i n g  F o o t p r i n t s !
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s , cont.
Good News of Christ’s love and redemption.
20. International Student Ministry-OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witness to people of many countries. This grant
would provide Bibles, Christian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and their families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from national training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More than
half of the OAFC trained enter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources, this grant will make their
participation possible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cristo Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surrounding them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assistance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Lutherhoma, children experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, play, worship and learn Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission church. The kitchen is a total disaster.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitality.
26. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economic development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille, the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvation. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskell campus. Will (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 children in a safe, loving Christian classroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministries. OK District needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Missions.
31.Concordia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000: The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all seminarians families’ food and household needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
translating the Bible into tribal lanuages, but there
is a need for literacy so that the people can read it!
This grant would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classroom benches, blackboards, chalk and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Justice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace (gospel). This grant would provide God’s
Work for Peace Officers, The Tactical Edition Bible,
and training and continuing education for chaplains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers realize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer scholarship help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professional LCMS church workers.
Mission Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Corinna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y -  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s
1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim. Their Christian neighbors
want to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
facility for children. This grant would pruchase
centrally located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide travel expenses for college students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Chaplaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countries, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by working with the high school youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking, while the US population is growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of unevangelized people.
6. Cambodia-Battembang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Lutheran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to power generators.
7. Themba Trust Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South Aftican
internationally supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our help to meet expenses, and for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
children and support groups for at-risk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for community
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing, homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran, Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschool actively evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators of First, Talequah wish to help
low income families near the church by giving their
3 & 4 year olds a chance to attend a loving, Christ-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evangelism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This grant will be matched dollar for dollar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe and Kitty will provide timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disaster Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This grant will be matched dollar for dollar by LWR.
95% of Greensburg was destroyed by a tornado in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul. It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministerial Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminarians this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, sharing the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors.
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her baby, 85% choose life. This grant would help
pay full-time nurses for perform ultrasounds so no
woman is turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian education should not have to sacrifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Braille books, the Lutheran Braille Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operating out of the fellowship hall of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labels, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwide $5000: To prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pastors worldwide. 1/3 of the grant is for
international aid, 1/3 goes to Concordia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water Project-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances limits how many pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christian volunteers and staff to share the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and d o
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80 Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marilyn Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinator for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a z e !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.

Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.

Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.

Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o nv e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a vo r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President. I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visiting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music, homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stewardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteerism, i.e. Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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Good News of Christ’s love and redemption.
20. International Student Ministry-OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witness to people of many countries. This grant
would provide Bibles, Christian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and their families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from national training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More than
half of the OAFC trained enter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources, this grant will make their
participation possible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cristo Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surrounding them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assistance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Lutherhoma, children experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, play, worship and learn Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission church. The kitchen is a total disaster.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitality.
26. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economic development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille, the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvation. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskell campus. Will (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 children in a safe, loving Christian classroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministries. OK District needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Missions.
31.Concordia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000: The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all seminarians families’ food and household needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
translating the Bible into tribal lanuages, but there
is a need for literacy so that the people can read it!
This grant would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classroom benches, blackboards, chalk and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Justice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace (gospel). This grant would provide God’s
Work for Peace Officers, The Tactical Edition Bible,
and training and continuing education for chaplains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers realize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer scholarship help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professional LCMS church workers.
Mission Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Corinna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y -  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide travel expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-r isk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devot ion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran ed uacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church b y giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will pro vide timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gr ant would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Braille books, the Lutheran Brai lle Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, a nd tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural  villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To

Volume 41, Number 2 Page 3

VP of Servant Resources Candidates

Page 4

THE VOICE OF SERVICETHE VOICE OF SERVICE

Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80  Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District  Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marily n Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordina tor for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a z e !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.

Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.

Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.

Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different  zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a v o r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities  in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President . I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visi ting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music , homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stew ardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteeris m, i.e.  Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s , cont.
Good News of Christ ’s love and redemption.
20. International  Student Ministry -OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witne ss to people of many countri es. This grant
would provid e Bibl es, Christ ian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and thei r families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from natio nal training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More  than
half of the OAFC trained e nter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources,  this grant will make their
parti cipation p ossible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cris to Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surround ing them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assi stance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Luthe rhoma, chi ldren experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, pla y, worship and learn  Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission chur ch. The kitchen is a total disaste r.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitali ty.
26. The Servant’s Heart , Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economi c development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille , the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvati on. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskel l campus. Will  (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities  in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle  of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 ch ildren in a s afe, l oving Christia n clas sroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministr ies.  OK Distr ict needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Miss ions.
31.Conco rdia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000 : The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all  seminarians families’ food and house hold needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
trans lating  the Bible into tribal lanuage s, but there
is a need for literacy so th at the peop le can read it!
This grant  would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classr oom benches, blackboards, chal k and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Ju stice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace  (gospel). This grant  would provide God’s
Work for Peace  Officers, The Tacti cal Edition Bible,
and training  and continuing education for cha plains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers real ize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer schol arship  help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professiona l LCMS chu rch worker s.
Missi on Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Cori nna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y-  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s
1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide trave l expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-risk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church by giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will provid e timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gran t would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Brai lle books, the Lutheran Braille Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism,  through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80  Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District  Archivist-H istorian Emeritus
and Marily n Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District  LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
familie s to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinat or for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a ze !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.
Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.

Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.

Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different  zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a v o r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities  in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President . I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visi ting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music , homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stewar dship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community v olunteeris m, i.e.  Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  v o t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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Good News of Christ ’s love and redemption.
20. International  Student Ministry-OS U $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witne ss to people of many countri es. This grant
would provide Bibl es, Christ ian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and thei r families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from natio nal training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More  than
half of the OAFC trained e nter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources,  this grant will make their
parti cipation p ossible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cris to Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surround ing them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assi stance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Luthe rhoma, chi ldren experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, pla y, worship and learn  Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission chur ch. The kitchen is a total disaste r.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitali ty.
26. The Servant’s Heart , Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economi c development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille , the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvati on. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskell campus. Will  (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities  in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle  of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 ch ildren in a s afe, l oving Christia n clas sroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministr ies.  OK Distr ict needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Miss ions.
31.Conco rdia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000 : The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all  seminarians families’ food and house hold needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
translating  the Bible into tribal lanuage s, but there
is a need for literacy so th at the peop le can read it!
This grant  would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classr oom benches, blackboards, chal k and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Ju stice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace  (gospel). This grant  would provide God’s
Work for Peace  Officers, The Tacti cal Edition Bible,
and training  and continuing education for cha plains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers real ize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer schol arship  help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professiona l LCMS chu rch worker s.
Missi on Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Cori nna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgivin g” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund co mmittee
and must be appr oved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y -  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefk er, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide trave l expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-r isk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church by giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will provid e timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gran t would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Brai lle books, the Lutheran Brai lle Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural  villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is a privilege and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia University,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun. I enjoy sharing the
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hurch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has called all Christians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80 Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marilyn Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y

THE VOICE OF SERVICE

Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinator for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a ze !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.

Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.
Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.
Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a v o r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President. I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visiting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music, homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stewardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteerism, i.e. Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s , cont.
Good News of Christ’s love and redemption.
20. International Student Ministry-OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witness to people of many countries. This grant
would provide Bibles, Christian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and their families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from national training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More than
half of the OAFC trained enter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources, this grant will make their
participation possible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cristo Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surrounding them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assistance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Lutherhoma, children experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, play, worship and learn Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission church. The kitchen is a total disaster.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitality.
26. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economic development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille, the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvation. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskell campus. Will (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 children in a safe, loving Christian classroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministries. OK District needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Missions.
31.Concordia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000: The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all seminarians families’ food and household needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
translating the Bible into tribal lanuages, but there
is a need for literacy so that the people can read it!
This grant would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classroom benches, blackboards, chalk and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Justice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace (gospel). This grant would provide God’s
Work for Peace Officers, The Tactical Edition Bible,
and training and continuing education for chaplains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers realize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer scholarship help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professional LCMS church workers.
Mission Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Corinna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y-  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s
1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim. Their Christian neighbors
want to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
facility for children. This grant would pruchase
centrally located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide travel expenses for college students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Chaplaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countries, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by working with the high school youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking, while the US population is growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of unevangelized people.
6. Cambodia-Battembang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Lutheran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to power generators.
7. Themba Trust Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South Aftican
internationally supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our help to meet expenses, and for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
children and support groups for at-risk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for community
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing, homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran, Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschool actively evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators of First, Talequah wish to help
low income families near the church by giving their
3 & 4 year olds a chance to attend a loving, Christ-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evangelism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This grant will be matched dollar for dollar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe and Kitty will provide timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disaster Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This grant will be matched dollar for dollar by LWR.
95% of Greensburg was destroyed by a tornado in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul. It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministerial Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminarians this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, sharing the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors.
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her baby, 85% choose life. This grant would help
pay full-time nurses for perform ultrasounds so no
woman is turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian education should not have to sacrifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Braille books, the Lutheran Braille Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operating out of the fellowship hall of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labels, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwide $5000: To prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pastors worldwide. 1/3 of the grant is for
international aid, 1/3 goes to Concordia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water Project-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances limits how many pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christian volunteers and staff to share the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80 Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marilyn Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y

THE VOICE OF SERVICE

Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinator for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a ze !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.

Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.
Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.
Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a v o r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President. I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visiting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music, homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stewardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteerism, i.e. Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  v o t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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Good News of Christ’s love and redemption.
20. International Student Ministry-OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witness to people of many countries. This grant
would provide Bibles, Christian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and their families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from national training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More than
half of the OAFC trained enter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources, this grant will make their
participation possible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cristo Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surrounding them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assistance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Lutherhoma, children experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, play, worship and learn Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission church. The kitchen is a total disaster.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitality.
26. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economic development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille, the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvation. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskell campus. Will (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 children in a safe, loving Christian classroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministries. OK District needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Missions.
31.Concordia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000: The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all seminarians families’ food and household needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
translating the Bible into tribal lanuages, but there
is a need for literacy so that the people can read it!
This grant would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classroom benches, blackboards, chalk and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Justice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace (gospel). This grant would provide God’s
Work for Peace Officers, The Tactical Edition Bible,
and training and continuing education for chaplains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers realize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer scholarship help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professional LCMS church workers.
Mission Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Corinna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y -  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide trave l expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-r isk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church by giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will provid e timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gran t would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Brai lle books, the Lutheran Brai lle Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural  villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism, through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and do
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80  Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District  Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marily n Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
families to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinator for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a z e !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.
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By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.

Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.
Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.
Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different  zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a v o r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d ay  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities  in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President . I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visi ting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music , homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stew ardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteeris m, i.e.  Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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T h a n k  Y o u  L o r d -
W e  A r e  L e a v i n g  F o o t p r i n t s !
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s , cont.
Good News of Christ ’s love and redemption.
20. International  Student Ministry -OSU $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witne ss to people of many countri es. This grant
would provid e Bibl es, Christ ian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and thei r families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from natio nal training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More  than
half of the OAFC trained e nter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources,  this grant will make their
parti cipation p ossible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cris to Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surround ing them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assi stance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Luthe rhoma, chi ldren experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, pla y, worship and learn  Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission chur ch. The kitchen is a total disaste r.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitali ty.
26. The Servant’s Heart , Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economi c development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille , the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvati on. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskel l campus. Will  (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities  in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle  of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 ch ildren in a s afe, l oving Christia n clas sroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministr ies.  OK Distr ict needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Miss ions.
31.Conco rdia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000 : The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all  seminarians families’ food and house hold needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
trans lating  the Bible into tribal lanuage s, but there
is a need for literacy so th at the peop le can read it!
This grant  would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classr oom benches, blackboards, chal k and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Ju stice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace  (gospel). This grant  would provide God’s
Work for Peace  Officers, The Tacti cal Edition Bible,
and training  and continuing education for cha plains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers real ize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer schol arship  help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professiona l LCMS chu rch worker s.
Missi on Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Cori nna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgiving” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, discussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund committee
and must be approved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y-  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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2 0 0 8 - 2 0 1 0  B i e n n i u m  G r a n t  A p p s
1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide trave l expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-risk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devotion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran eduacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church by giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will provid e timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gran t would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Brai lle books, the Lutheran Braille Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, and tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the
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One of the fruits we
h igh l i gh t  is  the
influence others have
upon us, be it through
words or actions. Over
the past four years
much fruit has been
produced by the
positive influence of
the LWML on me.
Your joy, your hope,
your love shared at
Fall Fests, Spring
Flings, Retreats, Board
and Zone meetings,
and Conventions has
been an inspiration to
me and all who come
in contact with you.
But another fruit that
may not be readily

apparent is the faith
exhibited during trial
and trouble. It has
been a joy to turn to
the ladies of the LWML
for their strength, and
it’s been a joy to
provide God’s Word of
comfort when called
on.
The truth of John 15:16
comes to us in our
Baptism,  through His
Word, and in His holy
body and blood. In
Baptism, God chose us
to be his own and
appointed us to go out
into the world and bear
fruit. To be in His Word
is to remain in God. To
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Rev. Trinidad Castaneda is pastor
of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in
OKC. He was ordained in 2006 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
has been married to his lovely wife,
Nelly, for 15 years. The have been
blessed with four children: Trini,
Maggie, Manny, and Daniel. He loves
m o t o r c y c l e s ,  f i s h i n g ,  a n d
woodcrafts.

Pastor says “LWML is a visible
instrument of God through which
His kingdom is blessed, nurtured,
strengthened, and grown. I can’t
help thinking of Hebrews 12:1-4 as
I reflect on my personal experience
with LWML. They have truly been
a cloud of witnesses surrounding
my congregation, family, and me.
Their actions of love, faith and
encouragement have, on many
occasions, been our example to
continually fix our eyes on Jesus-
the love, author, and perfector of
our faith. Follow with perserverance
the race marked out for us, and d o
not lose heart. It is  a privile ge and
joy to cal l them my sisters.”

Rev. Dwayne J. Schroeder is
pastor at Lutheran Church of
Our Savior in Bethany. He grew
up on a farm in Minnesota. he
attended Concordia Un iversity,
S t .  Pau l  and  Conco rd ia
Seminary in St. Louis. He has
been serving the Lord as parish
pastor for over 16 years. He
has been married for 30 years
to his loving wife, Sherrie. They
have been blessed with three
children; Nathan is a senior at
Putnam North, Caitl in is a
sophomore  at  Redeemer
Lutheran High, Jacob is a 6th-
grader at Messiah. They all keep
him young, alive, and active.

Pastor says “I enjoy helping
others where I can, and
whatever way that I can. I enjoy
construction projects (storage
sheds, Habitat for Humanity,
remode l i ng  a  ba throom,
i n s t a l l i n g  p l a y g r o u n d
equipment). I enjoy walking,
biking, shooting hoops, and
running. I enjoy reading a good
book, drinking coffee, and
having fun . I enjoy sharing th e
Good News in one-on-one
situations.”

Pastor’s LWML thoughts are as
follows: “LWML edifies my
pastoral ministry and stimulates
the joy that I have as I serve
the Lord in His hur ch. I believe
that LWML makes me a better
pastor and leader. I believe God
uses the LWML to encourage
the church to remember what
God has calle d all Chris tians to
do as they follow Christ-keeping
their hearts Ablaze! in sharing
God’s love.”
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Premiering at the 2008 District
Convention is the book “80  Years,
1928-2008, Reflections of the
Oklahoma Distr i c t  Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League”.
You’re bound to recognize names,
dates and places in this 100 page
history from the founding of the

LWML to the present. Ebba Johnson,
District  Archivist-Historian Emeritus
and Marily n Alsip, current A-H have
compiled stories for a wonderful
keepsake.
Get your copy at convention as we
celebrate LWML women past,
present, and future!

Ok lahoma d i s t r i c t
International Lutheran
Laymen’s League (LLL)
will gather for an annual
celebration, “Let Your
Light Shine”, on Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at
Immanuel Lutheran
Church, 1800 NW 36th,
OKC, 73118
After a brief business
meeting at 1:30, a
round table discussion

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
“Lutherans in the 21st
Century” will start at
2:00. This will feature a
look at Lutherans in the
new century and include
LLL, LWML, and District
participants.
District  LCMS Presidnt
Rev. Paul Hartman,
D i s t r i c t  L W M L
representative Bev
England, and District LLL
President Ron Schaulat
will represent for their
respective organizations.
LWML President Patti is
unable to attend due to
MMV training in St. Louis.
Bev’s experience at the
LWML national level, and

especially as national PR
Director the past four
years give her terrific
perspective for this
project.
We encourage all LWML
women  and the i r
familie s to attend this
afternoon of  open
discussion! Registration
i s  b y  e m a i l  t o
bsfokc@aol.com or by
mail to Ron Schaulat at
the Immanuel address.
Please include your
name, address, and
number attending. There
i s  no  charge  for
registration, although
offering will be accepted.

80 in ‘08, Hot Off The Press!

L L L  t o  E x a m i n e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y
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Isn’t summer the
perfect time to “Rest
on Christ the King”?
Even if you weren’t
able to make the
convention, there
a r e  s o  m a ny
opportunities for
you to take time
with your Lord this
summer. Summer
group Bible studies,
study time during
vacation, study and
prayer time with
your kids!

If you have two or
three minutes, why
not try one of the
three new sets of
Mustard Seeds?
“Begin with God”,
“Living in Praise”,
and “Walking with
My Lord” can be
carried in your
purse or Bible and
used anytime you
have a few extra
minutes to rest on
our Lord. Then,
share them with
others.

Can’t wait for Fall
Fest or Retreat for
yours? Order online
at www.lwml.org

Share the Good
News with 100
million unreached
and uncommitted
peop le  by  the
500th Anniversary
of the Reformation
in 2017. That’s the
goal of the Ablaze!
initiative, involving
the efforts of all
LCMS churches
a n d  p a r t n e r s ,
including you and
me!

A s  C h r i s t i a n
women  i n  t he
world, we have the
privilege of sharing
the Gospel with
our fr iends and
neighbors - many
of  whom don ’ t
know Christ. At our
Fall Fests, Sept.
15th in Ponca City
and Sept. 29th in
Moore, we w i l l
explore Bible study
ma t e r i a l  f r o m
Friendship Ablaze!
This friendly study
i s  a  B i b l i c a l ,
practical, step-by-
step way God’s
people can grow in
sharing the Good
News of  Jesus

Christ in their daily
lives. What better
gift can we share
with our friends and
neighbors than the
g o o d  n e w s  o f
salvation?

Special Notice:
S o c i e t i e s ,  p l e a s e
cons ide r  o rde r ing  ex t ra
Quarter l ies  and  Voi ce  o f
Serv ice  (or  get  the VOS
o f f  t h e  w e b s i t e )  a s  a
m i s s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o
provide a copy for  every
w o m a n  o f  y o u r
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a n d
guests .
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80 and $80,000
in ‘08!

Pastoral Counselor Candidates

Beverly England is a member
of Grace, Tulsa. She has served
LWML on the Nat’l Executive
Committee as Public Relations
Director, chaired the HOPE
Committee, and as a member of
the Leader Development
Committee. She is trained as an
MMV Consultant and assists in
training new consultants.
As National PR Director, she
served on the Convention
Programming Committee for the
2005 Tampa Convention and the
2007 Sioux Falls Convention and
on the Visioning Committee. Bev
served as Personnel Resources
Coordinat or for the 2003 OKC
Convention.
In the OK District, Bev has served
as VP of Servant Resources,
District Planner/Facilitator, YWR
Coordinator, Leader Development
Chairman, and on the District

Convention Planning Committee. She
currently serves as District Planner
and serves the LCMS OK district as
an  Ab l a z e !  s p e ake r  a n d
representative. In her Tulsa Zone,
she has served as President, VP, and
chaired the Nominating Committee.
In her society she has served as
President, VP, and chairman of
various committees.
She serves her church as Director
for Board of Missions, Sunny Seniors
coordinator. Bev and husband Loren
have two daughters and six
grandchildren. She enjoys reading,
entertaining, history, music, and the
arts. Spiritual growth and prayer are
constants in her life.
Worship and serving the Lord give
her the greatest joy! She says God
has blessed her with “life in
abundance” and she wants to share
that abundance with all God’s people.

Volume 41, Number 2 Page 11

By now, if 8’s and 0’s aren’t
floating around in your head
when thinking of our district
convention in Claremore, you’ve
been s l eep ing too  much!
Delegates at the Claremore
convention will vote to adopt a
Mission Grant Goal for the 2008-
2010 biennium of $80,000.
Celebrating 80 years as LWML in
Oklahoma in 2008 makes the
$80,000 a significant Mite Goal
to save for.

Katherine Gerdes (Kathie) is a
member of St. John’s, Granite, where
husband Harvey serves as pastor. She
has been active in LWML conventions,
circuits, and Michigan District
Leadership. In the Michigan District
she served as district Corresponding
Secretary,  Chr is t ian Growth
Committee, and member of the district
convention steering committee. She
co-chaired the ushers and pages for
the Detroit 1983 convention. Harvey
entered the seminary in 1998 after
early retirement from General Motors.
Kathie was a Lutheran school teacher
for 16 years, and always very involved
in music ministry. She has three
married children. she enjoys reading
and volunteers one day a week at the
school, grading papers, listening to
emerging readers, etc.

Kathie says “Thanks to the first
congregation I served, I’ve been
involved with LWML since I was 22

years old. I love the mission outreach to
those both near and far. What I ’ve
appreciated most, though, is the materials
and events that have helped me grow as
a Christian woman.”

Carolyn Love is a member of St. Peter,
Apache. At the District LWML level she
has served as VP of Gospel Outreach,
District Convention Chairman at Duncan,
2004, and Nat ional Convent ion
Transportation Chairman OKC Convention
2003.

She has served as both Zone President
and Vice-president. Locally she has held
the LWML positions of President, VP,
Secretary, and Treasurer. She is currently
Zone VP. Carolyn serves presently on St.
Peter’s Altar Committee and has been
VBS Director and a Sunday School teacher.
She enjoys getting together with family
and friends, softball, crossword puzzles,
crafts, and expecially LWML.

2008 Convention Info
Included in this Voice of Service
is a convention flyer and a
registration form. It is suggested
that you take care of your hotel
reservations as early as possible
by calling the hotels and letting
them know you are with the
Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League convention.

Registration is waived for teens
attending Friday night and
Saturday if they are with an adult
LWML sponsor. They need only
pay for their meals and room.
Information on the teen program
is available from Delia Hansen at
delia.hansen@tinker.af.mi l.

Young Women Representatives
will have special programming.

Please consider paying the
registration of a young woman
from your congregation to
attend. Contact TJ Smith at
tj.smith@okstate.edu.

Society delegate information
will be mailed to the societies
in January.

Convention Celebrates 80th Anniversary
Planning is underway for the
Apr i l  11-12,  2008 80th
Anniversary Convention of the
Oklahoma LWML to be held at
the Expo Center in Claremeore,
OK. The theme “Fruit That Will
Last” is based on John 15:16
and celebrates the mission work
of LWML in Oklahoma over the
past 80 years, and the blessings
of God on this ministry.
Keynote speaker, Rev. D. William
Diekelman, first VP of the LCMS
and former President of the
Oklahoma District, will speak on
Sunday. Rev. Diekelman and wife
Carol, a former OK Dist. LWML
President, will attend both days.
LCMS District President Rev. Paul
Hartman will also speak to the
convention, giving an Oklahoma

perspective to the work of the
LWML. Guest Bible Study leader
Cindy Newkirk, of Paso Robles, CA,
will lead studies on Friday and
Saturday. Her work in the family
wine business inspires the Bible
study along a vineyard worker
theme. She holds a Masters’ in
Reformation History and Theology
from Concordia, Irvine.
National LWML rep. Sandy Hardies,
VP of Communication, brings a
love for missions and LWML work
experience to share and motivate
convention goers.
Reserve the date and plan to attend
servant activities, singing, worship,
special young women & teen
activities, and some surprises! For
more  i n f o rmat ion  go  to
www.oklwml.org

One of the fun things
a b o u t  L W M L
c o n v e n t i o n s  i n
Oklahoma is that
they take place in
different  zones on a
rotating basis. This
year’s convention on
April 11-12 will take
p l a c e  i n  t h e
C laremore  Expo
Center.

K n o w n
mainly as
t h e
birthplace
of Okla-
h o m a ’ s
f a vo r i t e
son, Will
R o g e r s ,
Claremore
is right off
Highway 44 and
Route 66. The Expo
Center even has RV
hookups  i n  the
parking lot for you
c a m p e r s  a n d
snowbirds! It’s all on
one level for easy
walking.

Each convention site
poses challenges for
programming and
offers opportunities
to try something
new. This year’s
convention includes
F r i d a y  mo r n i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h
Servant Activities  in
the Expo Center from
10:00-12:00. There
are four activities to

choose f rom, so
come early and enjoy
a Servant Activity,
shop the LWML store,
the Lutheran World
Relief store, visit our
exhibitors, and have
time to greet old
friends and make
new ones.

this is my last letter
as District
President . I
h a v e
enjoyed my
t i m e  a s
p re s i d e n t
and have
b e e n
inspired by
the many
L W M L
w o m e n

across the state and
nat i on  who are
volunteers compelled
to work spreading
God’s saving Word.
When you are an
LWML member in a
very small society
you can easily feel
discouraged or alone.
It is by attending
zone, district and
national LWML events
that you see the
s c o p e  o f  o u r
organization and the
impa c t  w e  a r e
mak ing (God is
making!) in many
areas of women’s
lives and the church’s
mission. You meet

many enthusiastic
and gifted women
who help build you
up. Our convention
theme of “Fruit That
Will Last” is from
John 15:16, where
Jesus is speaking to
his disciples. As he
reminds them, he
also reminds us that
“You did not choose
me, but I chose you
and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last.”

It is the mission of
the LWML to do just
that--bear fruit that
will last. We are
compelled to do this
because He has
chosen us to do it!
O u r  m i s s i o n
statement includes
a f f i r m i n g  e a c h
woman of the LCMS
in her relationship
with the Triune God
so that she is enabled
to use her gifts in
ministry to the people
of the world. Join us
in Claremore as we
celebrate the past,
present, and future
of  the LWML in
Oklahoma and affirm
and enable women
past, present and
future.

S e r v i n g  w i t h
Gladness, Patti

F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Lanece Young of Christ the Redeemer,
Tulsa has been a member of her local
LWML, and recently retired from a Sr.
Accountant position at Oral Roberts
University after 21 years. She has also
worked as an auditor for Bank of
Commerce. She is currently church
treasurer, on the Board of Directors,
and in the Altar Guild.
She and husband Robert have been
married 43 years and have two children,
two grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. She enjoys bowling,
sewing, gardening, and visi ting her
children and family. Lanece says “I am
looking forward to serving LWML at the
district level.”

Cindy Boster is a member of Trinity,
Sallisaw, where husband Kory is pastor.
Her past positions have been Zone
President and VP, and society President
Secretary, and Treasurer. She has been
a Sunday School teacher and song leader.
They have one married son and three
granddaughters. Cindy enjoys gardening,
sewing, reading, music , homemaking,
math and science.
Cindy says “Thank you for the nomination
to the new position of Financial Secretary.
If chosen, I will be honored to serve the
Oklahoma District LWML in this capacity.
The Lord’s blessings on your deliberations.”

Holy Trinity, Edmond has
a Mite Box Sunday each
month, where members
joyfully contribute to the
LWML mission grants.
However, one Sunday in
J a n u a r y  t h e y
experienced more joy
than usual when the
woman counting mites
walked into Pastor
Henke’s office with a
cashier’s check for
$100,000! Talk about a
WOW-praise God-fall on
your knees moment!
Our mission grants are
not “ours” in the sense
that they only benefit
us in the LWML. Instead,
they benefit the ministry
of our LCMS church in
the district and around
the world.

Mite Box Sunday Surprise

District President Candidate
VP of Human Care Candidates
Carol Fruehling of Christ the
Redeemer, Tulsa, serves as church
Board of Directors secretary, and as
part of that position, she is board
liaison to the Education Lay Ministry
and to Parish Life. She is also a
member of the Finance Ministry and
Outreach Committee. She has served
her society as President and currently,
Treasurer. Carol lived in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil for five years, served in the
Womens Army Corp for five years,
and is currently  employed by
Touchstone Financial Corp. Carol
enjoys college basketball, craft shows,
and curling up with a good book.
Scrapbooking and ceramics are two
new hobbies. She says that she has
prayerfully considered serving in this
position and will do so to the best of
her ability, with Christ’s help.

Linda Lee Kremeier of St. John’s,
Okarche has served LWML as District
Corresponding Secretary, Zone VP, and
society President and Secretary. Currently
Linda serves on Human Care for the
Kingfisher zone. Linda has taught Sunday
School from preschool to high school, and
as a high school youth leader.
She and husband Donovan run the family
farm, and she is the secretary/bookkeeper
for a local fuel company. They have two
children and two grandchildren. Linda
thanks God for her Lutheran parents and
grandparents. She has been active in
church all her life, and says “I believe
faith is an action word. LWML is an action
group of ladies joined together by faith,
who are led by the Holy Spirit to ‘Serve
the Lord with Gladness’. I feel very thankful
every day for the many blessings I have
experienced through LWML.”

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  C a n d i d a t e s
Marci Beikmann, Trinity, El Reno,
has served as District Public Relations
Director for the 2003 OKC Convention,
and was appointed Editor of the
district publication, the Voice of
Service, which she has held for the
past four years. She has served as
society President and Treasurer, and
is active in her church on the Board
of Evangelism/Stew ardship, Trustee,
and Midweek meals cook.
She and husband Gary have three
married children, one grandchild, and
another on the way. Marci is employed
by a small construction/remodeling
company and is equally at home with
a balloon whisk and a reciprocating
saw. She enjoys pastry arts,
chocolate, coffee, stained glass
design, and is an avid motorcyclist.

June Wadley of Trinity, Guymon is
both past and present zone VP, zone
delegate at Sioux Falls, and has served
as President, Treasurer, Secretary,
Social Committee Chairman, and
Human Care Chairman. She serves
Trinity as church organist and has
served on the Board of Directors as
Chairman of Education, Sunday School,
and VBS teacher.
June recently retired after 39 years
teaching elementary school. Husband
Jerry is a retired Chief of Police. They
have two married sons and five
grandchildren. June enjoys reading,
sewing, quilting (presently LWR, but
with retirement, hopefully “real”
quilting) Guymon Community Theatre,
community volunteeris m, i.e.  Hospital
Auxiliary and Meals on Wheels, and
attending her grandchildren’s activities.

Proposed Bylaw Changes at Convention

Detailed proposals
are avai lable at
www.oklwml.org,
click “Bylaws” on the
left menu. You may
also contact Structure
Chairman Krystine
G i b s o n  w i t h
questions.
The proposed bylaw
changes establish the
elected off ice of
Financial Secretary
and her duties. They

also reduce the
number of required
meetings of the LWML
District Board of
Directors to three per
year, instead of four.
The purpose of the
changes is to (1) add
the office of Financial
Secretary. This will
relieve the treasurer
of part of her duties
and also give the
o r g a n i z a t i o n

additional internal
control. All changes
relate to the duties
and review of this
position, except (2)
t h e  c h a n ge  i n
required number of
meetings by the
Board of Directors in
a year. The purpose
of this proposal is to
reduce costs of the
meeting and respect
the officers’ time.

T h e  L u t h e r a n  Wo m e n ’ s
M i s s i o n a r y  L e a g u e ,
Oklahoma District, will meet
in convent ion on Apri l  11-
12, 2008 at the Claremore
Expo Center in Claremore,
Oklahoma.  Three or  more
d e l e g a t e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
membership, who shall have
v o i c e  a n d  vo t e  a t  t h i s
convention, shal l  represent
each society. The names and
a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e s e
de legate s ,  p lus  an  equa l
number of alternates, are to
be listed and certified by the
Society. This is to be mailed
to Convention Registration
Chai rman Karen Meyer  no
later than March 17, 2008.

C a l l  t o C o n v e n t i o n

The LWML Board of
Directors, meeting in
Okarche February 9th,
acknowledged the
responsib i l i ty  and
accountability to see
that this money went to
the mission grants. To
that end, the following
actions were taken:
25% ($25,000) was
sent to national LWML,
as with all mite money
Another $25,000 was
voted to be sent to
national, specifically for
mission grants
$3000 was voted to City
of Hope Miss ions,
Cleveland, Ohio for
outreach to Muslim
women under the
direction of Fall Fest
s p e a k e r  N a d i a

Abuamsha
$3000 was voted to the
C a m p u s  M i n i s t r y
Outreach to Muslim
students at UCO under
the direction of Fall Fest
speaker Nourredine
Bennai
The remaining $44,000
will be added to the
mission grants voted at
t h e  C l a r e m o r e
convention by delegates
from across the state,
as specia l  mission
grants. This is in addition
to voting grants to be
funded with our $80,000
mission grant goal for
2008-2010. Delegates
will vote to fund a total
of $124,000 in mission
grants
Praise God!

Fruit That Will Last
receive His body and
blood is Him remaining
in us.
I have witnessed the
fruit of which Jesus
refers in John 15:16,
in the women of the OK
District LWML. You are
not the vine, but you
are the first branch.
Look around and see
the fruit that Christ has
born through you in 80
years. Look around and
see with eyes of faith
what the Lord will do
through you in the
future until HE returns!
Together on the Way!
Pastor Steven Stoll,
Sr. Counselor
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Good News of Christ ’s love and redemption.
20. International  Student Ministry-OS U $1500:
Imagine-students from around the world studying
at OSU may have never read the Bible in their
own language. The OSU Student Ministry will
witne ss to people of many countri es. This grant
would provid e Bibl es, Christ ian DVD’s, children’s
Bible story books and other Bible-related materials
for students and thei r families.
21. Ambassadors for Christ Training Travel
Expenses $2000: To be trained as an Ongoing
Ambassador for Christ, traveling expenses to and
from natio nal training in July  are needed. This
grant would be used over two years. More  than
half of the OAFC trained e nter into mission work
as a vocation. For youth with a passion for missions
and limited resources,  this grant will make their
parti cipation p ossible.
22. Outreach and Support for Cris to Rey Ministry
$3000: In order to reach the Hispanic community
surround ing them, Cristo Rey, an LCMS mission
in OKC, needs assi stance in meeting outreach
needs with educational materials, evangelism
tracts, ESL classes and workshops on safety,
finance, first aid and marriage enrichment.
23. Open Arms Christian Learning Center $3500:
A mission project of Our Savior, Tulsa, Open Arms
has a waiting list in the infant and toddler groups.
This grant would provide much needed equipment
to meet current needs and to grow the mission
outreach. Children need to grow up in the love
of Jesus.
24. Camp Lutherhoma Scholarships $5000: At
Camp Luthe rhoma, chi ldren experience a life in
Christ that is fun and faith-filled. They joyfully
walk, sing, play , worship and learn  Jesus is their
very own Savior. The kids who cannot afford to
go to Lutherhoma need it the most. This grant
would provide scholarships for kids who otherwise
could not go.
25. Lutheran Center Kitchen -Antigua, Guatemala
$4700: As the center of Lutheran life in all Central
America, it includes a library, seminary, retreat
center, and home for LBT missionaries and a
mission chur ch. The kitchen is a total disaste r.
Food for the many visitors from around the wrold
must be prepared off-site. This grant would begin
a working kitchen, helping outreach through
hospitali ty.
26. The Servant’s Heart , Guatemala-Economic
Development $6400: Teaching life skills while
shar ing the Gospel of  Jesus equips an
impoverished people for life on both sides of
eternity. This grant will provide supplies and
several additional workers in the Carpentry School
of The Servant’s Heart outreach to the people
who live in the dump at Guatemala City, providing
economi c development and hope.
27. Production of Braille Magazine $4000: Of the
55 mill ion blind, 95% are unchurched. By
producing materials in Braille , the blind are able
to read and share in the light of salvati on. This
grant would assist with the production of 12
magazines to enable the blind to read, learn, and
share the Good News  o f Jesus Chris t.
28. Haskell LIGHT Campus Ministry $6000: More
than 140 Native American reservations are
represented on the Haskel l campus. Will  (Sioux)

and Ptricia (Cree) Main serve as directors. This
program strives to reconcile the reality of the Native
Americans with the possibilities  in Christ Jesus. This
grant would help equip Christian leaders from and
to the Native American peoples.
29. The Servant’s Heart, Guatemala-Hope for a Future
$7500: Each child needs to know they are a precious
gift of God and that there is hope for their future.
An academic and vocational education would help
the children break the cycle  of abject poverty they
were born into. This grant would provide sponsorship
for 20 ch ildren in a s afe, l oving Christia n clas sroom
environment.
30. Ablaze! Fan Into Flame-OK District $10,000: OK’s
Ablaze! goal is planting 12 new congregations,
revitalizing 40 current congregations, and expanding
youth ministr ies.  OK Distr ict needs $120,000 over
current mission budget to meet these goals. This
grant would train, equip and send missionaries
nationally and internationally, with 50% to LCMS
World Missions, 20% to LCMS U.S. Missions, and
30% to OK Miss ions.
31.Conco rdia, Ft. Wayne Food and Clothing Co-op
$10,000 : The Co-op currently provides 65-75% of
all  seminarians families’ food and house hold needs
each month at no cost. In feeding and clothing these
families, they are furthering the mission and ministry
of the Word as these men prepare to carry His Word
to the lost. This grant would purchase perishable
items for 2 months.
32. Literacy Work in Sierra Leone $3000: LBT is still
trans lating  the Bible into tribal lanuage s, but there
is a need for literacy so th at the peop le can read it!
This grant  would provide half of the funds needed
to buy 15 bicycles for teachers to access remote
areas, classr oom benches, blackboards, chal k and
primers. Hearing the Bible in their lanuage is an
encouragement to learn to read. In reading the Bible
they grow in Christ and in hope for the future
.
33. Serving Ju stice $7000: Peace officers serve God
and society in God’s jurisdiction of justice (law).
Chaplains serve God and society in God’s jurisdiction
of grace  (gospel). This grant  would provide God’s
Work for Peace  Officers, The Tacti cal Edition Bible,
and training  and continuing education for cha plains
to  mini ste r  to  our  Oklahoma protectors .
34. OK Professional Church Workers Student Aid
Fund $12,000: In providing for the future of our
church, we help our church workers real ize their
educational and professional goals. This grant would
offer schol arship  help to Oklahoma students in the
Concordia system who are studying to become
professiona l LCMS chu rch worker s.
Missi on Grant Proposals Submitted by not selected
for Ballot:
Trinity Hope Feed the Children of Haiti $5000, Cherie
Meislahn; On Eagle’s Wings Summer Ministry $6000,
Redeemer, Claremore LWML; SafeNet Domestic
Violence Shelter $5000, Cherie Meislahn;Grove
Parking Lot Paving & Lighting Project, $45,000, Jean
Rathsam; Biloxi and New Orleans Recovery Assistance
(max amount), Cori nna Hollar.
For more information, contact Nancy West,
nwest424@hotmail.com, or by phone, 405.396.2000

C o n v e n t i o n  i s  g e t t i n g  s o
c l o s e !  Ap r i l  1 1  &  1 2  w i l l  b e
h e r e  b e f o r e  w e  k n o w  i t .  In
addition to an action packed time
of worship and celebration,
we will be honoring the
80th anniversary of the
Oklahoma District LWML
w i t h  a  s p e c i a l
“Thanksgivin g” offering to
our own endowment, the
Special Gifts Fund. This
offering will be received
dur ing the  Sa tu rday
c l o s i n g  c e l e b ra t i o n .
The Special Gifts Fund was
established with $500 seed
money f rom the  OK
District in 1999. Guidelines
were drawn up, d iscussed
and approved by the
Board. They were revised
in 2002, again with the
approval of the Board of
Directors. Henceforth it will
be the Endowment Fund
of the Oklahoma District
LWML.  The fund wi l l
continue in existence as
long as the OK District
LWML shall continue to
exist. If it would cease to
exist, the assets of the
fund shall become the property of
national LWML. It was decided, with
the advice of Johnny Barfield, OK
District LCEF Vice-President and
District Gift Planning Counselor, to
invest the fundsin a Lutheran Church
E x t e n s i o n  F u n d  ( L C E F )
StewardAccount.
This account is very accessible for
transactions, and began with a
deposit of $2,670 on February 15,
2002.  The lma Kamman was
chairman of the fund from its
beginning until April, 2004. A very
successful cartr idge recycl ing
program, begun in 2003, has added
almost $4,500 to the fund. Ten

percent recieved from recycling, along
with generous donations, gifts,
memorials and current interest of
4.125% has seen the fund steadily

grow to $26,490.90 as of
December 31, 2007.
The funds are to be used for
the mission and ministry of
the LWML and the OK District.
Projects and programs may
be recommended by the
Special Gifts Fund co mmittee
and must be appr oved by the
District LWML BOD. It is the
policy of the fund to preserve
the endowment principal. Only
a portion of the earnings are
available to be used. Twenty
percent of the interest is
compounded, and eighty
percent of the interest may
be expended for special
projects. Since its inception,
$2,884.59 in interest has
accrued. By a vote of the BOD,
interest monies were made
available once $2,000 was
reached.
Thus, by decision of the BOD,
some interest monies are
being used to publish an
archival book of LWML’s 80
year history in Oklahoma,

written by Marilyn Alsip and Ebba
Johnson. Very worthy and important
to every OK “Woman on a Mission”,
i t  d e t a i l s  ou r  h i s t o r y -  t h e
“FOOTPRINTS” we have left and
aspirations for those yet to come. Be
sure to get your personal copy.
Donations Received in the Past
Quarter
In Memory: Amanda Haefker, Lorenz
Schultz,  and Gaylene Graham.
In Honor: Bev England, birthday;
Doris Schmall, birthday.
Marilyn Laramy,
Spec ia l  G i f t s  Fund  Cha i rman
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1. Gambia Church Planting, $5000: 89% of
Gambians are Muslim . The ir Christian  neighbors
want  to reach them with the good news of the
Gospel through a daycare and nursery school
faci lity for children. This grant  would pruchase
centrally  located land in a thriving city on which
to build the center.
2. Beautiful Feet Mission Conference $4700:
Provide travel expenses for col lege students to
attend two annual Beautiful Feet mission
conferences. These conferences prov ide
information and inspiration for potential volunteer
and career missionaries to the USA and abroad.
3. Strategic Mission Mobilization, Taiwan to China
$3750: Currently, one missionary serves all of
mainland China. The grant would provide training
methods and teacher resources for the Taiwanese
Christians to reach out in Christ. It includes lay
missionary training, Bibles and other educational
materials.
4. Paraguay School Cha plaincy Outreach $5000:
In Latin American countri es, people claim to be
Catholic, but do not know the saving Gospel
message. Many still practice animism. A chaplain
would impact the lives of 1500 people per year
by worki ng with the high school  youth and their
families. This grant would provide Christian events
(g a ther ing s )  a nd  r es ou r c e s  (b ooks ) .
5. Center for US Missions $3600: our LCMS is
shrinking , while the US population i s growing. A
need for mission workers and church planters
would be met through this grant by providing two
church leaders to tailor ministry plans for specific
areas of une vangel ized people.
6. Cambodia-Batte mbang School and Outreach
$3750: Cambodia’s population and Christian
leadership was decimated by Pol Pot’s Khmer
Rough regime. As Cambodians struggle to rebuild
their country, Trinity Luthe ran needs this grant
to provide Bible studies, teacher training, and
fuel to p ower generators.
7. Themba Trust  Scholarships for Girls $4946:
Each year, 1 in 10 students at the Themba school
loses a parent to HIV/AIDS. This South  Aft ican
internat iona lly supported Lutheran high school
prepares girls spiritually, academically and
vocationally. The grant would provide full
scholarships for two girls to attend school.
8. Latvia Diaconia Centers $5000: 11 centers,
(ELCL) need our hel p to meet expenses, an d for
renovations. Their ministries include soup kitchens,
Bible study, counseling services, food and laundry
service for the elderly, summer camp for street
chi ldren and support groups for at-r isk women.
9. Playgorund Equipment-Lahoma After School
Program $1800: Friendship Circle of Zion, Lahoma
provides an after school program for co mmunity
kindergarten through 6th grade children. 50-60
kids attend and are offered snacks, games,
singing,  homework help, and a devot ion with the
pastor. This grant would replace old and
inadequate outdoor equipment.
10. Jesus’ Lambs Preschool Noah’s Ark Playground
Structure $4900: In its 13th year, this Christ-
centered preschool of First Lutheran,  Talequah
has great need for a large group-play structure
to promote inclusion and fully integrated play for
all children. The preschoo l acti vely evangelizes

in the low income housing development nearby. They
ask for 2/3 of the cost, and will have fundraisers for
the other 1/3.
11. Tuition Assistance-Jesus Lambs Preschool $3050:
Lutheran ed uacators  of Fir st, Talequah wish to he lp
low income fami lies near the church b y giving thei r
3 & 4 year olds a cha nce to attend a l oving, Chri st-
centered preschool to plant seeds of faith for a
lifetime. This grant would pay 1/2 tuition for 5
students for one year.
12. Evange lism Education in Gambia, up to $6000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
It will build three nursery school classrooms and
provide educational and Christian outreach materials
in Abuko, Kitty, and Sifoe. The Abuko church will
provide labor, Sifoe an d Kitty will pro vide timber for
the roofs. Over 1/2 of  the students are Muslim and
in need of Jesus’ love and salvation.
13. Disast er Relief-Greensburg, KS, up to $5000:
This g rant will be matched dollar for dol lar by LWR.
95% of Greensbur g was destroyed by a tornado  in
May 2007, including Peace Lutheran Church. This
grant  would allow Peace to reach out to members
and community, providing mercy care for body and
soul . It would help members of Peace rebuild their
homes and businesses.
14. OK District Ministe rial  Students $12,000: OK is
blessed to have 7 seminari ans this year. Next year
we will have at least two more. This grant pays each
seminarian a small love gift each year, shari ng the
love from the ladies of the LWML with our future
pastors .
15. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource
Center $5000: This center provides women with life-
affirming alternatives in an unplanned pregnancy.
MEND shares the gospel of Jesus Christ, and services
are free. When a pregnant woman sees an ultrasound
of her b aby, 85% ch oose li fe. This gr ant would hel p
pay ful l-time nurses for perform ultrasound s so no
woman i s turned away.
16. Science Lab for Redeemer High School $4895:
A Christian educat ion shou ld not have to sacr ifice
scholastic excellence. In order to attract students to
this metro Lutheran High, the Science department
needs our help outfitting the first lab. This grant
would provide six microscopes, autoclave, lab tables
and stools, beakers, burners, posters, and materials
for experiments.
17. Lutheran Braille Workers#73 $3000: In order to
print Braille books, the Lutheran Brai lle Workers,
Inc. needs a grant fulfilled. Books are printed in
English and Swahili, bringing Christ to those in
darkness. Operat ing out of the fellowship hal l of
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, tulsa, this grant would
be used for paper, labe ls, binding, boxes, a nd tape.
18. Preparing Pastors Worldwi de $5000: T o prepare
messengers of the Word, this grant will help to
prepare pasto rs wor ldwide. 1/3 of the grant  is for
internati onal aid, 1/3 goes to Concord ia, St. Louis,
and  1/3 goes  to  Concordia ,  F t .  Wayne.
19. Community Clean Water  Proje ct-Yunnan, China
$7500: 70% of the rural  villages in Shuahgjiang
County have NO readily accesible clean water. Carrying
water long distances lim its how man y pigs a farmer
can raise, in addition to compromising health and
hygiene. Providing community wells will open the
door to Christ ian volunteers and staff  to share  the


