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“Proclaim His Name!”  
at Zone Fall Fests 

 
Proclaim, declare, praise, and glorify God! How 
are we to persevere in proclaiming God’s name 
when our world is troubled by political unrest, 
mass shootings, hunger and poverty? Even our 
own struggles and disappointments seem to stand 
in the way of joyful proclaiming. What is an LWML 
woman to do in the face of this challenge? 
 

Come join your LWML sisters at one of the eight 
2019 LWML Oklahoma District Fall Fests to be 

encouraged in sharing the goodness of God! This year’s Fall Fest theme is 
based on Deuteronomy 32:3 (CSB): For I will proclaim the LORD’s name.  
Declare the greatness of our God! Each zone’s unique Fall Fest will involve 
mission presentations, worship and a Bible study, “Proclaim His Name.”  In 
the Bible study you will be encouraged to more boldly proclaim God’s 
character and work. Each attendee will have the opportunity to share with 
and to learn from other Christian sisters specific ways to proclaim God’s truth 
in everyday life. 
 

The Miami Zone Fall Fest will be on September 7 at St. John in Pryor. Rev. 
Don Marshall from the Oaks Indian Mission in Oaks, Oklahoma, will be the 
mission speaker. Gifts from the Heart will benefit this same ministry.   
 

On September 14, Lawton, Oklahoma City and Tulsa Zones will meet.  The 
Lawton Zone Fall Fest will be held at St. John in Lawton. The zone’s mission 
focus is the 2019 LWML Convention held this past June in Mobile, Alabama.  
Zone members who attended the convention will present highlights from their 
experience. Lutheran World Relief items will be gathered, and an offering for 
mites will be taken. Meanwhile at Christ in Mustang, the Oklahoma City Zone 
will host Rev. Mark Wescoatt from Lutherhaven Retreat Center as their 
mission speaker. Gifts from the Heart will go to Evany Clinic Pregnancy and 
Wellness in Mustang (needed in addition to items on the zone flyer are infant 
bibs, gowns, lotion and powder) and the Mustang Treatment Center for teen 
boys and girls. Lunch is included at both of these Fall Fests. The Tulsa Zone 
will meet at Christ the Redeemer in Tulsa. Angie Niemeyer will speak on her 
mission trip to Alaska in 2018. Gifts from the Heart will benefit Clarehouse, a 
hospice care provider in Tulsa.  
 

First in Ponca City will be the location of the Ponca City Zone Fall Fest on 
September 21. The mission speaker will be Karen Karner who will speak on 
“Prepare to Proclaim: Congregation Readiness for Disaster Response,” and 
Gifts from the Heart will benefit the Perry Food Pantry.  
 

Both the Panhandle and Kingfisher Zones will meet on October 5. St. John’s 
in Hooker will host the Panhandle Zone. Rev. Mark Westcoatt, Lutherhaven 
Retreat Center, will be their mission speaker, and Gifts from the Heart will be 
the gathering of paper/disposable goods for Lutherhaven. Our Savior in 
Guthrie will host the Kingfisher Zone. Remaining details are pending.   
 
The Enid Zone will be hosted by St. Paul’s in Enid on October 12. 
Representatives from Forgotten Ministries will serve as mission speakers. In 
turn, Gifts from the Heart will benefit Forgotten Ministries.  
 
 

Submitted by Peggy Grunow, Vice President of Christian Life 
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Food for the Soul 
 

We are called to Proclaim His Name, but what exactly does that call us to 
do? In the simplest terms, it means to publically confess. So am I 
confessing or denying Christ? Jesus warned His disciples in Luke 12:1 
(ESV) about the leaven of the Pharisees. He said that people of that time 
could follow the hypocrisy of the Church leadership, or they could follow 
Him. We face a similar situation. Today’s culture of politically correct 
tolerance permeates everything, including the Church. Christians find 
themselves unsure of what to believe or do. Am I willing to face persecution 
if I believe and confess the unchanging truth? Do I believe and trust that 
God will lead and protect me?  

   

Martin Luther said that it is essential to stay in the Word so that we know 
what God says and what He has done and is doing. That is why he wrote 
the Catechism. Now people have a guide that is easy to follow, and they 
can teach their children what they need to know.  
  

Remember that the warning in Luke was given to those who already 
professed belief in Christ. Jesus was speaking to Christians today, too. We 
must guard against today’s teachings that try to pull us away from the truth.  
In Jude 1:3-4 (ESV), Jude writes that he is ...appealing to you to contend 
for the faith...for certain people have crept in...ungodly people who pervert 
the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Secular arguments attempt to hijack the Biblical truth, so we 
must know and proclaim the truth as it is given to us in the Bible. 
  

No matter what our situation, we need to say no to counterfeits, because 
God has a greater plan. No one can out-love Christ, and no one should be 
able to out-love Christians. We should not follow the unholy tolerance of 
condoning sin. Rather, we offer hope and redemption to a fallen world, not 
because we are better, but because we are forgiven. 
  

We have been redeemed by Christ’s sacrifice. Now let that lead us to 
Proclaim His Name! 

Submitted by Eileen Honeman, Christian Life Committee Member 

 
 
 

Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 
 

LWML Oklahoma District members, the time is now to TELL about Mobile and all the new LWML 
information!  
 

A $2,100,000 mission mite goal is one of the things to TELL! 
 

As I have talked to others about Mobile, I am excited to report that we had 93 registered from the 
Oklahoma District, and we had 7 representatives from Oklahoma attending each of the pre-
convention seminars to learn more about the office of Treasurer/Financial Secretary, Structure/
Parliamentary Procedure, Mission Grants, How to Write a Bible Study, Leadership Development, 
Webmaster/Social Media, and Gifts of Love. Also, we had two wonderful Young Woman 

Representatives, Hannah and Elizabeth Michael, among the 81 YWRs who attended the convention.  
  

At Mobile, Gloria May, AKA Jan Struck, entertained as she talked to her friend Martha Lee on the phone. Jan Struck will 
be our keynote speaker at the Oklahoma District Convention.  Also, Deaconess Betty Knapp will be with us to present 
our Bible Study. Plans are well underway for our LWML Oklahoma District Convention in April 2020, so mark your 
calendars, and plan to GO to Edmond. 
 

I look forward to seeing many of you at Fall Fests and at the Fall Retreat. We have so much to TELL since convention as 
we continue to SERVE JOYFULLY! 

Go! Tell! Serve Joyfully! 
Dianna Just 

Be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient 
in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of 
the saints and seek to show hospitality (Romans 12:11b-13). 

Dianna Just,  
President 

In Joyful Service 

Nominations Now 
Being Accepted 
The LWML Oklahoma District 
Nominating Committee seeks nominees 
for the following four-year district officer 
positions (and characteristics preferred).  

 President – Public speaking and 
organization 

 Financial Secretary – Excel 
experience and detail oriented 

 Corresponding Secretary – Excel 
experience and detail oriented 

 VP of Organizational Resources – 
Administrative/leader development 

 VP of Special Focus Ministries– 
Adventuresome (Heart to Heart 
Sisters and YWRs) 

 Pastoral Counselor – Personable/
adventuresome/doctrinally sound 

 

Send names of qualified LWML 
Oklahoma District members and pastors 
to your zone’s Nominating Committee 
member. Provide name, address, phone 
number, email address, congregation, 
and position(s) of interest. 
 

Acceptance of nomination is not required 
at this time. The committee will consider 
all names and contact for acceptance.  

 

Submitted by Dorothy Gilbreath, 
Oklahoma District Nominating Committee 

Chairman 
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Pastoral Insights 
      

Needless Things 
 

Earlier this week, I took some time to clean out a closet I have in my office. Inside this closet 
were boxes that held junk I’ve been carrying from place to place. Many of these boxes had 
followed me from my last congregation in Alva. Some of the content went all the way back to 
when I lived in Blackwell and Ponca City, before attending Seminary. To make the point of 
how old some of this stuff was, I found a booklet from Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company. 
 

Obviously, I have been carrying a lot of junk for a long time. Even so, as I went through things 
to throw away, I had a hard time parting with this useless stuff. I didn’t want to get rid of 
things for some reason. This is when it dawned on me. As sinful humans, we’re like a closet 
filled with old junk. We call this old junk our sinful past, and, even though we’ve been washed 

          clean in the waters of our baptism, we still want to keep things within our sinful nature. 
 

When Lot and his family left Sodom and Gomorrah, being rescued by God (Genesis 19:18-29), they were instructed to 
not look back. Lot’s wife, however, did look back. She missed her home, her old life. She longed for the past that was no 
more. Having disobeyed the word of God, she turned into a pillar of salt.  
 

How often do we also look back on our lives and long for the sinful things God has taken away. The Apostle Paul 
addresses this in Romans 7 lamenting, I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. We 
are not alone in our struggle. Christians across the globe have the same struggles, the same problems, and, yes, hold to 
the same old sins as we do. 
 

Let’s return to Paul in the book of Romans to see if we find any words of encouragement he might give us. We find them 
in the first verse of chapter eight: There is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. This is our answer. This is our 
hope. This is the salvation of our souls. In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have the forgiveness of sins 
and life in His name. 
 

This is our motivation as we continue the work of Christ’s holy Church. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
In the grace and mercy of Jesus, though, we have the promise of life. In this we fight the good fight, and we pray for all 
people worldwide. 

 

In conclusion, the author of Hebrews sums all this up nicely with these words, Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

1
 

 

In Jesus, all our burdens and all our sins have been crucified. The victory has been given to you. In him we rejoice, as he 
has paid the price for us and given us the free gift of eternal life. 

 

In Christ, Pastor Bersche 
1
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 12:1–2). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.  

Rev. Mark Bersche,  
Senior Pastoral Counselor 

Planning for the Future 
 
I don’t know about you, but I seem to have reached that point in my life when my mailbox is full of retirement planning 
offers and Medicare supplement brochures. Even assorted funeral pre-planning services find their way into the mix. The 
push to plan seems to permeate our society. Often we try an ostrich’s approach and decide that if we ignore it, the 
future will take care of itself.  
 

Fortunately, the LWML has chosen to take a more proactive approach to the future. In 1928, mission-minded planning 
led women in Oklahoma to gather, plan and work to support missions in our neighborhoods and the world at large. 
What an amazing view for the future it was that led to the formation of the Special Gifts Fund to support leadership 
development in the Oklahoma District. You can be a part of training our leaders and future leaders through your 
contributions to the Special Gifts Fund. At the same time, you can celebrate our past and current leaders by designating 
that gift in honor or memory of your LWML sisters. 
 

Brochures that describe the fund are available from the Special Gifts Chairman. If you have questions, please contact 
Sherrie Schroeder, at oklwmlsg@gmail.com. Gifts may be sent to LWML Oklahoma District Financial Secretary Katie 
Schroeder, P.O. Box 573, Okarche, Oklahoma, 73762-0573. 
 

Submitted by Sherrie Schroeder, Special Gifts Chairman  

mailto:oklwmlsg@gmail.com
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An Interview with Past LWML President Patti Ross 
From Author Sharon Greene: My friend and sister in Christ, 
Patti Ross of Tulsa, recently completed her term as 
National LWML President at the Mobile Convention in June 
2019. Patti was elected at the 2015 Des Moines 
Convention and served a four-year term as president. We 
are so blessed in Oklahoma – where LWML was born! -- to 
have such amazing women leaders and mentors! Patti was 
gracious enough to grant me an interview and jotted down 
some high points of her presidency.  
 

What was the highlight of your term as president?  
 

I don’t think I can really settle on one highlight. The 
celebration of the 75th Anniversary of LWML in 2017 was a 
highlight because of the new logo and a special 
anniversary Mite Box design. In 2019 it was the publishing 
of the new history book and the new Mite Box design. 
 

My ride on the LHM Rose Parade float was a personal 
highlight because I dreamed of attending that parade all my 
life. We have been back to work on the floats ever since 
then and plan to go again this year. Sitting on the float next 
to President Dale Meyer, President of Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, and former Lutheran Hour Speaker, led to us 
moving our LWML St. Louis office to the Seminary campus. 
This in turn has led to better contacts with seminary 
students and their wives, as well as more interaction with 
the staff and faculty. The benefit of our future pastors 
knowing how LWML is a partner in their ministry and the 
support available to them and their wives is invaluable. 

One more personal highlight was getting started on LWML 
podcasts. I had pushed for those for many years, and they 
are now a reality. I hope you’ve listened to them! Also, 
getting an LWML App was a big step.    
 

Is there one thing that stands out to you that made the 
most difference for the better?  
 

We really tried to strengthen our districts. We had a 
successful Assembly of Leaders in November of 2018 
where the junior counselors along with the district 

presidents and two additional 
women from each district 
attended. They were given 
loads of education and 
information along with ideas 
to take back to their districts. 
To have the 40 counselors 
there was wonderful and has 
been producing very positive 
actions in the districts. We 
also did a “District Days” on 
our social media which 
featured districts and their 
activities and grants. We also 
put in place a system where 
we had district women 
present our national LWML 
mission grant checks to the 
recipients in person. Prior to 
this they were often mailed. 
Putting a face on the women 
who supported these missions and missionaries with the 
recipients has been good for both. It also emphasized that 
the national grants are everyone’s grants, chosen for 
funding by district delegates. We also made great progress 
in getting districts up to speed on social media. 
 

What was the most inspiring moment of your presidency?  
 

Making and exceeding two biennium mission goals. It is 
only by the power of the Holy Spirit that we are inspired to 
give of our blessings from God over and above what we 
give to our congregations. Every biennium there is talk of 
reducing our amount or keeping it the same but we have 
stepped out in faith and God has provided the blessings to 
bring over a million dollars a year for the past four years for 
the spread of His Gospel message. Our LWML is a force 
for the missions of our LCMS church body. We are the 
most efficient way to get mission news into the 
congregations. 
 

Were there any surprises worth noting?  
 

Unfortunately, I was surprised at many conventions and 
events that the people exhibiting for various entities to 
which we had given grants were not aware they had 
received one. Perhaps that is God’s way of keeping us 
humble! However, I did continually find that LWML has 
great respect among the other LCMS organizations.  
 

I was pleasantly surprised to see so many younger women 
coming to LWML as a way to fulfill their desire to work in 
missions for the Lord. There are many out there, and they 
are active now and will be our future leaders.  
 

What memory will you always carry with you from this 
experience?  
 

The incredible women servants in our church. I never got 
tired of meeting and talking with women from all over the 
United States. I urge you to attend any conventions, Fall 
Fests, retreats, etc. to get to know them! You will be 
inspired and blessed.  
 

Submitted by Sharon Greene, District Corresponding Secretary 
 

Past President Patti Ross, 
Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa, 
served 2015-2019 as LWML’s 
18th President.   

Past LWML President Patti Ross in front of the LHM 
Tournament of Roses Parade float (photo from lwml.org). 
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Around the District 
Save the Date!  Fall Retreat! 

 

Coming soon to all priceless, valuable women (that’s you!):  
Treasured, a bedazzling women ’s retreat getaway! This 
exciting event will be hosted by LWML Oklahoma District 
on October 18 and 19, 2019, at Camp Lutherhoma in 
Tahlequah. What could be more precious than diamonds? 
YOU!  
 

This Deb Burma retreat is based on the Bible verse the 
Lord has chosen you to be a people for His treasured 
possession (Deuteronomy 14:2). We are the precious, 
treasured possessions of our heavenly Father, who sought 
us and claimed us as His own in Christ! From coal to 
diamonds, we are continually being transformed in Christ, 
reflecting His glory and light to a dark world. The qualities 
of a diamond (cut, color, carat, and clarity) describe how 
Christ takes us from rough and uncut to a gem who carries 
out His mission.   
 

Plan now to join us for a bedazzling women’s retreat 
getaway. We will walk in the light of God’s Word together, 
enjoy fabulous food and tasty treats, and lift our voices in 
praise, all as we share encouragement, fellowship and fun 
in Christ, the Light of the world! 
 

The schedule will be relaxed with time for personal 
reflection, crafts, prayer walks, games, and enjoying the 
brand new adult fire pit (LWML Oklahoma District Grant 
#16), and you may even do some panning for gems!   
 

Questions? For more information, contact Paula Keefer at  
OKLWMLVPofOR@gmail.com about this illuminating 
event!  
 

Mark your calendar now, invite your friends, and look for 

registration information on the LWML Oklahoma District 
website or appended to this issue of TVOS. Register NOW 
for your choice of cabin!   

Submitted by Paula Keefer, VP of Organizational Resources 

Mission Grant Proposals Now 
Being Accepted for 2020-2022 

 

Does your society or zone have or know of a mission 
project in need of funding? Have you considered submitting 
the project for a district mission grant? Proposals for 
mission grants for the 2020-2022 biennium are due 
September 30, 2019. Guidelines and the application are 
appended to this issue, or go to oklwml.org and click on 
“Forms & Resources,” then find information under 
“Applications.”  
 

When writing a mission grant, it is important to consider 
those in need and how we may show God’s love as we 
assist people benefitting from the grant. It is also important 
to show funding results. People who contribute their mites 
faithfully for mission grants are eager to hear how their 
generous donations have helped others in need. Seeing or 
hearing those results encourages them to continue with 
their donations. As you consider writing a mission grant for 
your project, consider how you will distribute news on 
progress made because of received funding.  
 

Submitted by Beverly Bahr, VP of Gospel Outreach 

LWML Oklahoma District  
Convention 2020  

Hilton Garden Inn, Edmond, Oklahoma  
April 17-18, 2020  

“Fix Our Eyes on Jesus”  
2 Corinthians 4:18 (NIV)  

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.   
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”  

 
Goal Statement: Envisioning our eternal home, our 

hope is renewed daily through God’s 
Word.  

  

Objectives: For 20/20 Vision we:  

Fix our eyes  
Focus our faith       
Follow Jesus  
 

 Theme Song:  “Be Thou My Vision”  

 Colors:   Purple, Lime, Silver      

Make plans to join your brothers and sisters in 
Christ.   

Come and follow our perfect Savior.  

LWML Sunday Resources Available Now 
“Faith Like a Mustard Seed” is the theme for this year’s LWML Sunday, based on Jesus’ words in Luke 17:6 that faith as 
small as a mustard seed can uproot a mulberry tree. We may long for a greater and more heroic faith, but what about 
the faith we have right now? LWML Sunday celebrates the power of a daily walk with Jesus to transform lives and 
multiply disciples. Little faith or great, there are mulberry trees to be uprooted! To ensure availability and delivery, 
societies are encouraged to order their resources for LWML Sunday by September 1.  

mailto:OKLWMLVPofOR@gmail.com


The Voice of Service Page 6 

Convention Wrap-Up 

Young Woman Representatives Return Ready 
to Serve 

 

Hi. My name is Elizabeth Michael, and I am from Yukon. I am a member at 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, Bethany. I am studying at the University of 
Central Oklahoma majoring in Early Childhood Education. This summer I 
attended my first LWML convention in Mobile, Alabama, where I served as a 
Young Woman Representative (YWR) for the Oklahoma District. At the 
convention, we got the opportunity to do multiple things. These memories I will 
hold onto forever. One of the things we had the opportunity to do was process 
in with President Dianna Just while she carried the Oklahoma District flag. 
During another processional, all the YWRs got to carry a flag that represented 
one of the countries that LWML has supported with a mission grant. My sister 
and I got to carry the Lithuanian flag. We met a lot of great women at the 
convention, and these friendships will last a lifetime. We got to spend time with 
just the YWRs every morning for a Bible study and breakfast and every 
evening for a debriefing session. Session leaders taught us different ways to 
help the LWML in our home church grow and also how we could be more 
involved. I look forward to attending the next convention in Lexington, 
Kentucky, and learning more about LWML.  
 

Hi. My name is Hannah Michael, and I am from Yukon. I am a member at 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, Bethany, but I attend First, Tahlequah, while 
I’m in school. I am studying at Northeastern State University where I am an 
Early Childhood Education major. I have been involved in LWML for the last 
few years. I attended the last LWML Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
This past summer I attended the biennial convention in Mobile, Alabama, as a 
Young Woman Representative for the Oklahoma District. At convention we had 

the privilege of meeting so many new people and creating many new friendships. We also got to sit with the voting 
delegates at each meeting to see the different aspects of the business side of the convention. We attended an alumnae 
luncheon with all past YWRs, and we heard what year they attended convention. We had breakfast and Bible studies 
each morning and debriefings each evening with all 81 YWRs. We got tips on how to be more involved in LWML and 
how to encourage future young women to get involved. I look forward to attending future LWML events and learning 
more about this awesome mission group!  

 

Above: YWR Elizabeth Michael, Oklahoma 
District President Dianna Just, and YWR 
Hannah Michael in Mobile with our district 
banner.  

Above: YWRs Elizabeth and Hannah Michael make new 
friends with other YWRs at the convention.  Above: YWRs Elizabeth and Hannah Michael meet Bible Study 

Leader Donna Pyle, LWML President Patti Ross, and Humorous 
Interrupter Jan Struck. 

At right: YWR Elizabeth Michael, Pastoral Counselor 
Rev. Martin Herzberg, Debbie Phipps, Delia Collard, 
District President Dianna Just, Kathy Quinn, June 
Wadley, Pam Wiederkehr, Sandy Sibley, Mary Slater, 
Caroline Honeycutt, Claudette Brown, and YWR 
Hannah Michael. 
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Convention Wrap-Up 

Oklahoman Wins Missionary Trip 
 

When Panhandle Zone President June Wadley was told to report to the LWML 
Convention’s Lost and Found, she couldn’t recall what she’d lost. As she spoke with 
the person at the table, she was approached by the exhibitors for Mission of Christ 
Network (MCN), a Christian outreach organization devoted to making it possible for 
non-professional church workers to effectively work internationally in God’s mission 
field. June had entered a drawing at their booth for a Lutheran school teacher to tour 
internationally with a missionary, and she had won. June will travel within the next 
year with missionaries to the country of Thailand. Congratulations, June! God’s 
blessings as you plan and travel. Readers look forward to hearing all about it when 

you return.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Convention Manager Marguerite 
Christman with two Azalea Trail 

Maids – Official Ambassadors for 
Mobile – who  welcomed attendees at 

both the convention center and the 
airport. 

LWML President Patti Ross, with 
her convention  parasol, joins Peggy 
Tarr and Betty Anderson, Good 
Shepherd, Midwest City, for the 
Mission Walk.  

Holy Trinity, Edmond, Society Officers Peggy 
Grunow, Hope Knight, Myrna Lou Meyer, and 
Tammy Rozel at convention.  

At left: Sandi Snelling and Judy 
Pendley, Good Shepherd, Midwest City, 

enjoy the convention. 

Above: June Wadley learns she has 
won a missionary trip to Thailand. 

Above left: June Wadley reports to Lost and Found thinking she is retrieving a lost item. 
Above right: June with Kay Lindsay (left) and Patricia Klekamp (Right) of MCN.  
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Around the Zones 

100th Birthday 
Celebration for 
Olinda Berry at 
Zion, Oklahoma 
City  
Olinda Berry, active LWML 
Oklahoma District member 
for 80 years, turned 100 
years old on July 24 this 
year. She has been a 
member of Zion in 
Oklahoma City for 81 years. 
Zion honored Olinda with a 
special birthday celebration 
after their worship service 
on July 21. A full meal was 
catered by Earl's Bar-B-Q. 
After the meal, members of 
Zion paid tribute to Olinda. 
LWML Oklahoma District 
Meeting Manager 

Marguerite Christman was in attendance to read a letter of 
proclamation from District President Dianna Just, thanking 
her for her service to LWML throughout her life. Many of 
her relatives and friends 
attended. Olinda has served 
Zion well in both the 
congregation and within LWML. 
Olinda has been Priscilla Circle 
Treasurer for many years. For 
the congregation she has 
served as organist and choir 
secretary, keeping track of all 
the congregation’s music. She 
has kept track of kitchen 
supplies and counted offering 
each week. These are but a few 
of the ways she has served at 
Zion. She has been willing to 
help in any way possible. All of 
us at Zion love and appreciate 
her very much. As far as we 
know, she is the only person 
from Zion to reach 100 years of 
age.  
 

Submitted by  Vivian Stehr, 
President Priscilla Circle, 

Zion, Oklahoma City 
 
 

 
 

St. John, Pryor, Aids Ronald 
McDonald House 
 

Each month the LWML at St John, Pryor, completes a 
mission project that is fully supported by contributions from 
the congregation. During May, items are collected and 
taken to the Ronald McDonald House (RMcDH) in Tulsa. 
Families staying at the RMcDH often grab something quick 
to eat as they either leave for the hospital or return after 
spending the day with their sick children. In June, the 
following items were delivered for families: 
 

344 packages of assorted breakfast/granola bars 
  24 packages of Belvita breakfast bars 
  24 packages of granola cups 
  40 Hi-C cups 
  28 pouches of fruit flavored snacks 
  80 assorted variety individual chip packages 
  30 packages of Goldfish crackers 
  16 Nutella and cracker packages  
  24 assorted flavor pudding cups 
  12 individual packages of assorted cookies 
  16 packages of Hostess Ding Dongs and Twinkies 
  40 packages of Rice Krispie Treats 
  30 packages of Fruit and nuts trail mix 
  10 packages of almonds and walnuts 
 

Also 724 paper plates, as well as boxes of 33 gallon and 
13 gallon trash bags, were collected. 

 

Submitted by Glenda Griffith, St. John LWML Secretary  
(President-Elect) 

   
 

 
 

FROM THE OKC ZONE: 
 

Debbie Phipps and I offer our gratitude and thanks to the 
women of the LWML Oklahoma District for allowing us to 
represent them as delegates to the LWML National 
Convention in Mobile. It was such an honor to serve in 
our positions! Serving as a delegate gives you a 
completely different perspective and level of 
involvement. At convention, the Oklahoma delegates 
were seated third row from the front, right under President 
Patti’s podium. It felt like we were on stage with President 
Patti. What a blessing it was to see everything up front, 
so closely. The Bible studies, keynote speaker, mission 
grants, Mites in Action speakers, the interrupter, the song 
leader, and those giving reports were all incredible.   
 

Seeing everything first hand as a delegate, it was evident 
that God was present throughout it all. The Holy Spirit 
was there, strengthening and enlightening us. The work 
of the LWML is centered on bringing others to the 
knowledge and saving grace of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
To God be the glory! I encourage everyone, when given 
the opportunity, to serve as a delegate to a national 
convention.    
 

Submitted by Delia Collard, Oklahoma City Zone President 

Above: Marguerite 
Christman reads letter of 
proclamation from 
President Dianna Just.  

At right: Olinda Berry with Rev. 
Ron Christie, pastor of Zion, 
Oklahoma City.  
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Around the Zones 

Night Lighters Quilting Marathon 

 
Night Lighters LWML at Holy Trinity, Edmond, invited all 
women of the congregation to participate in a Quilting 
Marathon on July 12 and 13. On Friday evening, the event 
began with a Bible study and snacks. Denim quilt tops and 
various colors of backs were organized on two sets of 
elevated tables, and the room rang with visiting and 
laughter as the quilts were tied.  
 

The Marathon continued on Saturday morning, and a total 
of 13 quilts were ready for hemming around 1 p.m. The day 
concluded with a devotion and thoughts of making more 
quilts. One was tied for the Brakhage family who returned 
to St. Louis for Vicar Joshua’s final year of Seminary. The 
other quilts will be given to needy and homeless people 
around the community.  
 

Each quilt includes pockets into which a Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation booklet is placed, plus other items such as 
tissues, candy or a Bible. Members of Holy Trinity have 
donated hundreds of pairs of used jeans to make the 
project possible for Night Lighters.   

 

Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer, Treasurer, Holy Trinity Night Lighters 

Got talent? Everyone does! As each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace (1 Peter 4:10). Perhaps you don’t recognize 
your own talents but can readily see special abilities in 
another woman in your congregation. When the opportunity 
is right, let her know you see a special God-given gift in her 
and that you’d like to learn more from her. This one-on-one 
relationship helps to connect and strengthen your 
friendship with her. It may also lead to ways in which her 
talent can be used in mission service to those in need. The 
Time is NOW! to strengthen the bond of the women in your 
congregation and in your community. Recognize their 
talents and encourage each woman to share those gifts 
with others. 
 

Submitted by Tish Mindemann, VP of Special Focus Ministries 

St. Paul’s, Enid, Welcomes Board of 
Directors 

The Oklahoma District Board of Directors (BOD) met 
Saturday, August 10, at St. Paul's, Enid. Members were 
served a delicious lunch by society members Pam 
Wiederkehr, Sally Dunbar, Betty Herth, and Kathy 
Wuerflein. The BOD voted to continue meeting at St. Paul’s 
for the next two years. Board members say thank you and 
look forward to more wonderful food as we meet and make 
plans for our Oklahoma Lutheran Women in Mission. 
 

Submitted by Bev England, Public Relations Chairman 

Above: Pam Wiederkehr, Sally Dunbar, Betty Herth, and Kathy 
Wuerflein welcome the BOD to St. Paul’s, Enid.  

Above from left to right: Debbie Gerling, Peggy Grunow, 
Danielle Costilla, Linda Shoemake, Elsie Meekins, and Sylvia 
Guagordo.  Participants not pictured included Aiza Schneider, 
Cathy Kunkel, Susan Erwin, and Myrna Lou Meyer. 



Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that 
she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 
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District Board  
Oklahoma District President 

 Dianna Just 

VP of Organizational Resources 

 Paula  Keefer 

VP of Christian Life 

 Peggy Grunow 

VP of Gospel Outreach 

 Beverly Bahr 

VP of Communication 

 Kasey Meyer 

VP of Special Focus Ministries 

 Tish Mindemann 

Recording Secretary 

 Sarah Yauk 

Corresponding Secretary 

 Sharon Greene 

Treasurer 

 Jonith Grundmann 

Financial Secretary 

 Katie Schroeder 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Mark Bersche 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 

 Rev. Martin Herzberg 

Public Relations Chairman 

 Bev England 

District Editor 

 Karen Karner 

Meeting Manager/Recycling 

 Marguerite Christman 

Archivist-Historian 

 Vacant 

Webservant 

 Jody Zscheck 

Structure Chairman  

 Mary Fischaber 

Parliamentarian 

 Betty Reichert 

Special Gifts Chairman 

 Sherrie Schroeder 

Mission Servants Chairman 

 Vacant 

Heart to Heart Coordinator 

 Keah Payne 

Young Women Chairman 

 Shari Stepanek 

Teen LWML Coordinator 

 Shawna Duwald 

Planning Facilitator 

 Delia Collard 

  

  

The Voice of Service 

District Mission 
Grants for 2018-2020  

GRANT  AMOUNT PAID 

1 OK District Ministerial Students $12,000 $6,000 

2 OK District Professional Church Workers' 

Scholarships  

$12,000 $9,000 

3 Equipment for Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

Claremore, OK 

$7,000 $7,000 

4 MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource 

Center, Tulsa, OK 

$5,000 $2,500 

5 Canoes for Lutherhaven Retreat Center, Knowles, 

OK 

$2,000 $2,000 

6 Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc., Tulsa and Edmond, 

OK 

$5,000 $5,000 

7 Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological 

Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne, IN 

$5,000 $2,500 

8 Trinity Hope Haitian Feeding Program, Lutheran 

Churches in Haiti 

$5,000 $5,000 

9 Assistance for LWML Members’ Mission Trip, OK 

District 

$6,000 $3,000 

10 Holy Cow Smokers Disaster Relief Ministry, Lamb of 

God Lutheran Church, Flower Mound, TX 

$5,000 $2,500 

11 Mission Central Support for Missionary Expenses, 

Mapleton, IA 

$10,000 $10,000 

12 Funds for iPads and Software for Underprivileged 

Students, Good Shepherd Lutheran, Midwest City, 

OK 

$4,000 $4,000 

13 Lutherans for Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline 

Expansion, Nevada, IA 

$4,000 $0 

14 Good Samaritan Fund, Lutheran Senior Citizens, 

Inc., Oklahoma City, OK 

$5,000 $5,000 

15 Family Promise of Lawton, OK $2,550 $2,550 

16 Outdoor Adult and Family Campfire Ring, Camp 

Lutherhoma, Tahlequah, OK 

$4,500 $4,500 

17 After School Tutoring and Outreach, Trinity Lutheran 

Church, McAlester, OK (*discon’d due to alt. funding) 

$3,000 $66.98* 

18 Summer Heights Day Camp, Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Oklahoma City, OK 

$2,100 $1,000 

 19 Bibles for Bethany, Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 

Oklahoma City, OK 

$500 $500 

20 Ends of the Earth Team Member Support, MOST 

Ministries, Ann Arbor, MI 

$4,950 $4,950 

 TOTAL $104,600 $77,900 
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING 

LWML OKLAHOMA DISTRICT GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 

Mission Grant applications may be submitted by: 

• An Oklahoma District LCMS member; LWML society, or zone 

• Oklahoma District LCMS; LCMS World Mission; an LCMS Board; or an LCMS 

Recognized Service Organization (RSO) 

Grant applications must be submitted to the LWML Vice President (VP) of Gospel Outreach and 

postmarked by September 30 of the odd numbered years for consideration at the district convention 

the following Spring. 

The VP of Gospel Outreach will review each proposal for completeness and accuracy as well as 

compliance with LWML bylaws. The applications will then be reviewed by the Gospel Outreach 

committee members, the District President and the assigned District Pastoral Counselor. 

Applications will then be forwarded to the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS), Oklahoma 

District President for evaluation and consideration. 

Each application will be prayerfully considered and reviewed for content using the following criteria: 

Grant Applicants shall: 

• Be mission focused with emphasis on proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

• Follow the mission of the LCMS 

• Be current and ready for implementation 

• The Program is to continue as a long-term mission after LWML funding is received 

• Be well documented with costs, use of funds, dates needed, administration of funds, etc. 

• Be affiliated with or approved by the LCMS 

• Have the approval of district or partner church in which proposed grant recipient is located 

unless the grant application is submitted by an LCMS synod board or the LCMS World 

Missions 

• Submit complete grant application via Email 

• Submit 3-6 digital photographs via Email 

• Mail one complete copy with appropriate signatures via US Post Office 

The following questions will also be considered: 

• Is the grant application for a special request or a regular budget item? 

• Will the project receive other funding, or will this grant alone satisfy the need? 

Grant applications then go to the LWML OK District Board of Directors who select an appropriate 

number of grants to appear on the convention ballot. 
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WRITING AND SUBMITTING THE GRANT APPLICATION 
 

All Applications must: 

• Be in resolution form (see “Grant Writing Aids” below) 

• Be concise and specific 

 

All Applications must include: 

• Cover page for Mission Grant Application 

• LWML Oklahoma District Grant Application, with appropriate signatures 

• Documentation 

• Email 3-6 digital photographs for presentation in the Mission Grants video at convention if 

grant is selected for ballot. Photos may also be used on the OK LWML website 

(www.oklwml.org) and “The Voice of Service” newsletter 

 

Grant Writing Aids 

• Start with a Purpose or Goal Statement that is Mission and/or Bible Based: 

Example: Whereas, “If you cannot speak like angels, if you cannot preach like Paul, you can tell 

the love of Jesus, you can say He died for all. If you cannot rouse the wicked, with the judgments 

dread alarms, you can lead the little children to the Savior’s waiting arms.” 

• State the need: 

Example: Whereas, Bangladesh is creating new Lutheran churches to spread the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ; Whereas, children are coming to faith in Christ Jesus through baptism at said churches; 

Whereas, Christian children are not allowed to attend Muslim schools of Bangladesh. 

• Summarize the goal: 

Example: Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the OK District LWML in Spring convention 2016 grant 

$5,000 to build a tin roofed, metal pole Lutheran school in Bangladesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to GOD.” Philippians 4:6 
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LWML OKLAHOMA DISTRICT COVER PAGE FOR  

MISSION GRANT APPLICATION 
(This form MUST be used for all applications, fill in each blank, type or print. Complete 

information and signatures are required.) 

 

NAME OF GRANT:   

Amount Requested:    

Is the grant recipient affiliated with the LCMS (choose one)?  Yes        No  

Sponsored by (choose one)  OK District LCMS Member  OK District Society 

   OK District LWML Zone  LCMS World Mission LCMS RSO 

Grant Author/Sponsor’s Name:  

Mailing Address:   

City:       State:   Zip:       

Phone (include area code):               Email:        

Grant Author/Sponsor’s Signature:   

Pastor or LWML Counselor Printed Name:   

Pastor or LWML Counselor Signature:     

 

Grant/Project Administrator Printed Name:  

Street Address:          

City:      State:  Country:  Zip:      

Phone (include area code):       Email:        

Grant/Project Administrator Signature:  

 

If different from Grant/Project Administrator, to whom should funds be sent for disbursement?  

Name and Title:         

Mailing Address:         

City:      State:  Country:   Zip:     

 

Applications must be postmarked OR emailed by  

September 30 of odd numbered years.  
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LWML OKLAHOMA DISTRICT GRANT APPLICATION 
 

Name of Grant:       

Amount Requested:       

Needs:     

Mission Outreach, Purpose and/or Goal: 

 

 

Specific Use of Funds: 

 

 

Additional Funding Sources (if applicable):  

 

 

Additional Information: 

 

 

 

Completed grant applications must be emailed or postmarked no later than September 30, 2019 to 

Beverly Bahr, Vice President of Gospel Outreach: 

• Email to:  Bevbahr23@gmail.com 

• OR Mail to:   

Beverly Bahr 

LWML Oklahoma District Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

1119 Oakridge Drive 

Stillwater, OK  74074 

 

Make sure you have included: 

• Cover page for Mission Grant Application 

• Oklahoma District Grant Application 

• Grant written in resolution form 

• Documentation 

• Email 3-6 digital photographs for presentation in the Mission Grants video at convention if 

grant is selected for ballot. Photos may also be used on the LWML Oklahoma website 

(www.oklwml.org), Facebook page, and “The Voice of Service” newsletter. 
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USE OF FUNDS AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS  

ACCOUNTABILITY CLAUSE LWML OKLAHOMA DISTRICT 
 

Dear Mission Grant Recipient, 

Mission grant funds must be used for the purpose(s) stated in the mission grant proposal. Funds used 

for purposes not stated in the mission grant proposal must be repaid to the LWML Oklahoma District. 

If a change should occur in the implementation of the project, notify the Vice President of Gospel 

Outreach immediately. Changes in a project are subject to the approval of the LWML Oklahoma 

District Board of Directors. Failure to report changes in your project may result in funds being revoked 

or returned. 

If delays in the project occur after funding has been disbursed, the funds should be returned to the 

LWML Oklahoma District until such time as the project may continue. Project funds must be put into 

use within two fiscal bienniums (four years), the biennium in which they were voted upon and the one 

following. If not used within that time, project funds are to be returned to the treasury of the Oklahoma 

District. 

Resolved that:  Mission Grant recipients, within three to six months of receiving Oklahoma District 

Grant monies, shall return to this Gospel Outreach Committee: 

• A written and itemized account of grant money dispersals as spent 

• Spending needs to clearly reflect the original request in the grant application 

• Accomplishment of categorical goals as set forth in the grant application 

• Pictures or other information that may be published in our Oklahoma District newsletter, “The 

Voice of Service,” the LWML Oklahoma District website (www.oklwml.org) or Facebook 

page. 

It is both conscionable and deserving to the women of the Oklahoma District that they receive, from 

this Gospel Outreach Committee, news and results of their mite monies being well-spent. Know that 

we always rejoice in hearing news from the great Mission Field, and the power of our specific prayers 

will go with you always. 

 

In His Service, 

 

 

BEVERLY BAHR 

LWML Oklahoma District Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

1119 Oakridge Drive, Stillwater, OK  74074 

Bevbahr23@gmail.com 

Phone:  (405) 743-5690 

mailto:Bevbahr23@gmail.com


 

LWML Oklahoma District Fall Retreat 

Registration 
Includes choice of cabin style and 3 meals. 

 

Retreat Cabins 
$90—up to 6 people per room, four rooms per cabin, with a combination of a queen, bunk beds, and twin 

with trundle bed in each room. Pillows, linens and towels provided.  
Small kitchenette and bathrooms within the cabin. Wheelchair accessible.  

 

Camp Cabins 
$79—bunk beds, up to 12 people per room, bring your own bedding and towels.  

Bathrooms in separate building. Close to the Dining Hall. 
 

Meals 
Friday Supper; Saturday Breakfast and Lunch.  

All meals in the Dining Hall. Special Diet Requests Available. 
Coffee and water provided. Bring your own soft drinks. Ice available. 

Registration Form 
Name   Phone   Email   

Address   

Roommates   

Special Diet Requests   
 

Registration Fee per person 

 $90/$79 (postmarked by September 18)  $95/$84 (after September 18) 
 

Remit registration and fee by October  9, 2019 to:  (Make checks payable to OK LWML) 
Elizabeth Whitfield, 2703 N Keller Drive, Stillwater, OK 74075  405-624-7427 

October 18-19, 2019 
 

Registration Friday begins at 5 pm—Retreat ends Saturday at 3 pm 

Detailed directions with map on separate page. 

Camp Lutherhoma—Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
 

Come Join the Fun, Fellowship and Food! Bring your Bible and Flashlight. 

Campfire  Prayer Walk   Singing ♫ Crafts   Bible Study  Panning for Gems 

The Lord has chosen you to be His treasured possession.  Deuteronomy 14:2 

Just as a treasure hunter searches for hidden jewels and buried 
riches, we seek out and treasure God's Word. The qualities of a 

diamond (cut, color, carat, and clarity) describe how Christ takes us 
from rough and uncut to a gem who carries out His mission.  

Treasured 
By Deb Burma 
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From Tahlequah: If arriving from the north on OK 82 South, turn east (left) on either E. Allen Rd or east 
(left) on OK 51 East/ US 62 East/ OK 10 N. In 4.8 miles, (3.6 miles from E. Allen Rd) turn left (north) on 
N Briggs Flat Road. Continue 0.7 miles and turn left on E 742 Rd (watch for the sign). Continue straight 
and Camp Lutherhoma will be on your left in about 0.8 miles. 
If arriving from the west on OK 51 East, get to the east side of Tahlequah by taking either OK 51 East 
Spur and OK 82 South (loops around the north side), OK 51 East and US 62 East (loops around the south 
side) or straight through town on W. Allen Road. Travel east on OK 51 East/ US 62 East/ OK 10 North. In 
4.8 miles from the intersection of US 62 E and OK 82 S, (3.6 miles from E. Allen Rd) turn left (north) on N 
Briggs Flat Road. Continue 0.7 miles and turn left on E 742 Rd (watch for the sign). Continue straight and 
Camp Lutherhoma will be on your left in about 0.8 miles. 
If arriving from the south on US 62 East/OK 10 North, turn east (right) on OK 51 East/ US 62 East/ OK 10 
N. In 4.8 miles, turn left (north) on N Briggs Flat Road. Continue 0.7 miles and turn left on E 742 Rd 
(watch for the sign). Continue straight and Camp Lutherhoma will be on your left in about 0.8 miles. 

October 18-19, 2019 
 

Camp Lutherhoma—Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
 

23197 E 742nd Rd, Tahlequah, OK 74464 
 

www.lutherhoma.com 
 

918-458-0704 

Cell Phone and Internet 
 

Many carriers have cell coverage. Check coverage map of your carrier for details. 

LWML Oklahoma District Fall Retreat 

More Information and Registration Form on separate sheet.  
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