
The Voice of  Service 
Special 2017 Supplement 

Wednesday, June 21, 6 a.m., and 17 

LWML members in Tulsa boarded a 

charter bus headed for Albuquerque, 

New Mexico. They stopped in 

Oklahoma City for another 38 LWML 

members to join them, a total of 55. By 

8 am all were on the road to  proclaim 

“Jesus Christ Above All.” For some it 

would take 12 hours, for most 10, the 

time filled with singing and 

conversation. Old friendships were 

renewed, and new friends were made. 

By Thursday evening’s district caucus over 100 Oklahomans were in attendance. Attendees enjoyed four days of servant 

activities, Bible studies, and the business of the organization.  

Day one involved servant activities, choir practice, and delegate training. District group photos were taken, and our 

Young Woman Representatives were officially pinned during the district caucus. Attendees browsed exhibit booths to 

learn of mission opportunities, gather resources, and reconnect with brothers and sisters in Christ from around the 

nation. The evening  worship service drew everyone in attendance closer as the Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, LCMS 

President, proclaimed that we “are beloved by 

Christ.”  

Days two and three were devoted to the 

business of the organization. A $2.075 

mission goal was approved, twenty-two 

mission grants were selected, and new 

officers were elected. Evening entertainment 

included the Mariachi San Pablo musicians, 

but most dazzling was Saturday night’s 

celebration of 75 years of LWML. Day four’s 

final meeting sent everyone from the 

convention into the mission field with an 

invitation to meet again in two years in 

Mobile, Alabama.  

Before leaving the convention center, 

travelers on the bus were asked to share their 

favorite moments of the convention. The 

following pages contain those moments. May 

their memories serve to extend the joy of 

those days as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness” in the days ahead.  

 



What was your convention takeaway? 
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“There is not much to say, 
except we are so blessed to 
have all been together to 
proclaim this love of Jesus. 
And what a great convention.” 
Laurnell Lenz, Kingfisher 
Zone 

“From Rebecca’s 
Garden of Hope: We are 
the ones who are 
different from the world.  

LWML: Seeing the 
need, then influencing 
the world.  

We operate on God’s 
agenda, not ours.” 
David (left) and Myrna 
Lou (right) Meyer, 
Oklahoma City Zone 

“Enjoyed the Rebecca Garden of 
Hope speaker. The evening service 
was so awesome.” Jean Sappington, 
Tulsa Zone 

 

“I was quite inspired by the 
Mariachi San Pablo group. What 
a mission work this group is 
doing!” Florence Tipton, 
Kingfisher Zone 

“It was a blessing 
and truly 
encouraging to 
see my sisters 
choose to step out 
in faith to fund an 
extra mission 
grant.” Susan 
Pacey, YWR, 
Ponca City Zone 

“Favorite quote: ‘Jesus loves 
people to death and saves 
them! ‘- Pastor Anderson, 
Rocky Mountain District 
President.” Jennifer Karner, 
YWR, Oklahoma City Zone 

“So many needing Jesus – so little time! New Mexico state bird is the roadrunner. We should become like roadrunners 

for Christ!” Deborah Drain, Tulsa Zone 

 “How moving it was to witness a banner 
processional of 71 flags representing 
every country in which LWML has 
provided mission support.” Rev. Mark 
Bersche, District Pastoral Counselor 
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Oklahoma delegation hard at work with voting responsibilities. 

Front row: YWR Jennifer Karner, Sarah Yauk, Jan Bartels, 

Betsy Allie, Jody Zscheck; Middle row: Carolyn love, President 

Dianna Just, Myrna Lou Meyer, Pastoral Counselor Rev. Mark 

Bersche, YWR Susan Pacey; Back row: Amy Moeller, Carol 

Willcutt, Joyce Watson  

Why Go to Convention? 

“I’m on a Rocky Mountain 

(Convention) High! The 

message came through loud and 

clear – tell people about Jesus. 

It is a matter of eternal life or 

eternal hell. The Apple of My 

Eye Luncheon was so inspiring!” 

Sandra Meyer (left), Tulsa Zone 

“This was my first national. It was inspiring, 

motivating, informative. To be with ‘like-minded’ 

‘open-minded’ accepting, etc. women was an 

awesome experience. The speakers, music, 

sermons, etc. were truly spirit filled! A friend who 

could not attend shared her feelings/impressions at 

her first – It must be like Heaven all praising Jesus 

above all!” Claudette Brown (above with Carol 

Willcutt at the First-Timers luncheon), Tulsa Zone 

“As a ‘first timer’ and delegate. Awesome is all I can 

say. Very inspiring and uplifting.” Carol Willcutt, 

Kingfisher Zone 

“I’m with Katie Luther: ‘Serve the Lord with 

Gladness; I’ve got to find a way to share that with 

more women.’” Marilyn Laramy, Ponca City Zone 

“It was a joy to be among 

a group of smiling 

people, never pushing or 

shoving – just moving 

ahead as a group. To be 

an individual having 

molded to continue to 

move forward as a group 

with Jesus Above All.” 

Sharon Yoder (right), 

Kingfisher Zone 

“Loved seeing Jesus in so many 

beautiful faces.” Heather McCarty 

(above), Kingfisher Zone 

“The most awesome fantastic Spirit filled fellowship 

with all our sisters and brothers together with the 

Lord! Loved it!” Carolyn Love, Lawton Zone 

“This was my first out-of-state convention. Here are 

some thoughts: Contagious enthusiasm, awesome 

praise in song, prayers before all business, learned 

super ideas to take home to our congregation and 

societies, fantastic opportunities to interact and get to 

know our brothers and sisters in Christ, excited for 

our District Convention – then Mobile!” Sarah Yauk, 

Panhandle Zone 

“How fabulous to worship with 3500 sisters and 

brothers in Christ! We could lean on the love.” Betsy 

Allie, Oklahoma City Zone 

“One of the special moments was seeing 81 YWRs 

come up on stage to be recognized by President 

Patti.” Jody Zscheck, Tulsa Zone 

Favorite quote: “Change is possible when the desire 

to move on is greater than the desire to hold on” -  

Gloria Edwards, Past President of the LWML. Hope 

Knight, Oklahoma City Zone 
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Business During the Day, and... 

 

The stage set for the opening of the 37th 

biennial convention.  

LWML President Patti Ross began 

the banner processional. 

Oklahoma District President Dianna Just, with 

YWRs Jennifer Karner and Susan Pacey, 

prepare to enter the aisle during the opening 

banner processional.   

YWR Susan Pacey examines 

her official YWR pin while Past 

President Virginia Von 

Seggern explains the meaning 

behind its design.  

Kasey Meyer, June Wadley, 

Sarah Yauk, and Teresa 

Mueller with the Oklahoma 

District banner.  

“What a great time of reflection.” Kyra Wallace, Arkansas River Valley Zone, Arkansas 

“Probably one of the best conventions I have ever attended! The 75
th
 anniversary 

celebration on Saturday night was outstanding.” Lois Henderson, Kingfisher Zone 

“What a mountain top experience. I especially liked the mission grants speakers.” 
Alma Post, Kingfisher, Oklahoma 

“Very inspiring for a first-timer.” Marian Sutterfield, Tulsa Zone 

“A great convention. Spirit-filled experience. Blessed by Katie Luther’s monologues!” 
Linda LaFleur, Oklahoma City Zone 

“Great 75th anniversary celebration and convention! Praise God!”  Sharon Bomhoff, 

Kingfisher Zone  

“Besides the music, the dazzle and the keynote speaker Ida Mall, Katie Luther. This is 

most certainly true!” Paul and Sally Dunbar, Enid Zone 

“I thank God for my wife’s involvement in this wonderful organization. That way, I get 

to be motivated by events like this, as well.” Stephen Wiederkehr, Enid Zone 

Reflecting on 
those days 



“Christ is above all, our Savior who gave all for us sinners. 

We must proclaim Him to all. Wonderful mission speakers 

and loved the exhibits. To God be the glory!” Glenda 

Griffith, Miami Zone 

“75” the convention opened our eyes to so many worthy 

missions that will help us share God’s gifts with them. My 

wife Judy met two sons of the pastor that baptized her. 

Seeing people that one has not seen for many years was 

very exciting. Blessings,” Gerald and Judy Roggow, Enid 

Zone 

“The fellowship is a blessing. Seeing old friends – the 

organist from my wedding, past presidents National and 

District, friends... The Bible study, mission speakers, and 

proclaimer at the worship services.” Katie Schroeder, 

Kingfisher Zone 

“This was inspiring, rewarding, and makes me ready to 

‘Serve the Lord with Gladness!’ ‘Jesus Christ Above All’ is 

my theme in life.” Denise Jech, Kingfisher Zone 

“The camaraderie, the smiles, the love of our Christian 

sisters can be felt in everything we did. The special 

speakers help remind us that we still have much work to 

do!” Sandy Sibley, Ponca City Zone 

“This was an amazing experience for my first national 

convention. The contagious joy has left me eager to head 

home and share it with the rest of my society.” Rachel 

Schwiesow, Miami Zone 

“It was amazing to see the generosity of time and treasure 

given at the servant events and for the ingathering, and to 

be part of these efforts. I pray these items will be inroads 

for the Gospel message in the lives of those who receive 

them.” Cindy Boster, Tulsa Zone 

“In 1972, at Concordia Seward, I took the call to go to 

Japan. But my mission field changed to 43 years in my 

Oklahoma home at Zion, Fairmont, and St. Paul’s, Enid. 

Much to my surprise, God’s mission field for me was  

unconventional teaching DHS and DJA prison ministry. 

September 2015, my retirement. This weekend I have 

again asked God to send me where I am needed. This time 

my husband said he will go, too. Our life is the Lord’s. We 

don’t choose but God knows best. Bless be the name of 

the Lord!” Gene and Cathy Breitenkamp, Enid Zone 

“Awesome as always. Our hearts and souls feel renewed 

and rejuvenated – with the singing – church services even 

the business meetings were fun and then there is the bus 

ride with so many like-minded people.“Sharon Schmidt, 

Tulsa Zone 

“I love the fellowship, the singing, the smiles, the stories, 

the beginning and end. Services, and so many being so 

helpful in various ways. It’s always difficult to explain to 

people back home what it means to me.” Emmalein 

Schroeder, Kingfisher Zone 
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Entertainment at night 

 

“Uplifting. So inspirational hearing 

all the voices singing God’s Praise.” 

Ruth Kruse, Tulsa Zone 

Laura Schaulat, Oklahoma City 

Zone, leads a dance line as 

Mariachi San Pablo plays. 

Oklahoma District members walk 

and run for missions. 
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Celebrating 75 years of LWML 

Convention Supplement 

LWML President Patti 
Ross, leads the 75th 
Anniversary parade. 

Pastoral Counselor Mark 
Bersche, leads Oklahoma 
through the parade.  

YWR Jennifer 
Karner swings 
through the aisles of 
the parade. 

Oklahoma  District President 
Dianna Just rocks the parade 
route. 

YWR Susan 
Pacey  (left)
grooves down 
the parade 
route. 

Past District President 
Marguerite Christman 
(right) is jazzed for the 
celebration. 

Past District President 
Susan Brunkow whoops it 
up in the aisles. 

Past District President 
Bev England (left) 
revels in the 
celebration parade. 


