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The Fall Fest theme is Worship That Leads to Witness based on Ps. 95:6 – “O 
come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.”  
Our Bible study will focus on physical and spiritual worship and how God takes 
that worship to equip us to be His witnesses. 

 

In addition to Bible study, the day will include mission speakers, a video of our 
mission grants, an opportunity to give Gifts from the Heart to organizations who 
serve others, and the LWML store. 

 

Pastors attend free, so please invite your pastor to be a part of this LWML 
experience. 

 

Please make every effort to attend and enjoy fellowship with your LWML sisters. 
Be encouraged and equipped by God’s Word to be His witnesses. 

 

Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr, VP of Christian Life 

Fall Fests  
Date  Zone    Location        Mission Speaker 
Sep. 20 Enid     Bread of Life Center, Garber  Dianna Just 
Sep. 20 Kingfisher  St. John, Okarche     Michael Ersland 
Sep. 20 Miami    Immanuel, Grove     Diedra Ball 
Sep. 27 Tulsa    Grace Lutheran, Tulsa     Dianna Just 
Sep. 27 Oklahoma City Holy Trinity, Edmond    Karen Karner &  
                  Al Cardwell  
Sep. 27 Lawton   St. John, Lawton     Rev. Nourreddine  
                  and Meryem Bennai 
Oct. 4  Ponca City  St. John, Newkirk     Rufus Comfort Dog 
                  and handler 
Oct. 11 Panhandle  St. John, Hooker     Rev. Ron Simpson 
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The Time is NOW 

 

At the Oklahoma District LWML Convention, LWML President Kay Kreklau 
told us The Time is NOW for the LWML to grow our mission for the future.  
Change is here and we need your help as we work with women throughout 
the church to invigorate their passion for mission, Bible study, fellowship, 

and service.  The “growth” of LWML is not about “recruiting” women for the organization but about 
connecting women with our mission and encouraging and supporting that in various ways 
throughout our congregations.   

 

 You are invited to go to the LWML website (www.lwml.org) to accept The Time is NOW pledge 
and register to receive the 2-minute Tuesday emails.  You will receive one email every other 
Tuesday.  After you input your email address along with the authentication code that will be provided, you will be asked 
to take the following pledge. 

 

“I am committed to helping LWML make an impact on the next generation!  I am dedicated to sharing my heart for Jesus 
Christ, caring for my sisters in my community and congregation, and helping them use their gifts to serve the Lord.  I am 
glad to be a part of LWML, and this year I will invite the women in my life to consider learning more about LWML with 
me.” 

 

If you were at the convention, you verbally took the pledge already.  Now follow through by signing up for the 2-minute 
Tuesday emails.  Invite the women of your society and zone to accept this pledge with you.  The Time is NOW for us to 
reach out to every woman in the pew. 
 

Shine On!             God’s blessings, President Susan Brunkow, oklwmlpres@gmail.com 

Susan  

Brunkow 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   
Matthew 5:16 

LWML Oklahoma District  

Welcomes New Pastors 

On June 8, President Susan brought greetings from 
LWML Oklahoma District to Rev. Blasé Marin, installed 
as assistant pastor at St. John’s, Moore. Rev. Marin is 
originally from Haiti. He graduated from and was 
ordained at Ft. Wayne Seminary this spring. St. John’s 
is his first call.  
 

On July 6, President Susan was present with greetings 
once again as Rev. Jonathan Meyer was installed as 
assistant pastor at Holy Trinity, Edmond.  

 

  Jennifer Griffith was commissioned as deaconess on  
  July 13 at St. John’s, Covington. Ms. Griffith was a   
  Young Woman Representative to the Sioux Falls   
  convention in 2007.  

President Susan Brunkow 

welcomes Rev. Blasé Marin 

Get ready for Des Moines. Complete convention information and forms will be 
available in the 2014 Winter issue of the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly and on the 
LWML website: www.lwml.org/events/conventions/2015-des-moines. Issues of LWML 
eNews will also contain convention information. Subscribe to eNews and get all the 
updates at www.lwml.org .  
 

Get there by riding the LWML Oklahoma District bus. Myrna Lou Meyer will serve as 
trip manager. Contact Myrna to reserve your space. Watch The Voice of Service, 

www.oklwml.org, and Facebook for updates.  
 

Women ages 22-35 are eligible to apply to represent their district as a Young Woman Representative. Go to 
www.oklwml.org for an application. Complete and give to your society or zone president, or hand it to a member of our 
District Board of Directors. 

Deaconess Jennifer 

Griffith  commissioned 

http://www.lwml.org


“When a father commits a crime, the judge will punish him and not his family. Adam and 
Eve sinned against God. Why does God's punishment extend over all people till 
Judgment Day?” 

 

Does one mean to say that when a judge sentences a father to twenty years in prison for 
commission of a crime, the children of this man are not affected? It is altogether possible 
that even his grandchildren will have to contend with problems created by their 
grandfather's crime. Yet we don't blame the judge because the children bear some of the 
onus of their father's punishment; we blame the father who caused the whole business.  

  

God did not create people to be sinners. He made them holy and perfect, with a free will 
to choose between good and evil. Since our first parents chose evil, we cannot expect to 
remain unaffected. 

  

In His great mercy, God took action to do something about our situation. "As by one 
man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man's obedience many will be 
made righteous." (Romans 5:19) That one Man whose obedience makes us righteous is 
Jesus Christ. Trusting in Him, we can be right with God again despite all our weakness. 

  

Instead of questioning God's justice, we ought to praise Him for His love and grace which caused Him to send Jesus 
Christ to be our Savior and to provide a way out of our predicament. Thank the Lord for the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League and its ongoing mission to get this Gospel out there into the public square by way of mission 
projects, mission fests, service events, et al.!   

Rev. Ron Simpson, Senior Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights 

 

The request of 85 dimes in celebration of 85 years of the LWML Oklahoma 
District for the Special Gifts Fund brought an amazing response of $4157.89. 
The Board of Directors discussed the use of these funds to further the 
mission and programs of LWML Oklahoma District. On August 2

 
the Board of 

Directors approved a motion to 1) supply LWML Prayer books for the pastors’ 
wives retreat to be held this year and 2) subsidize a float trip for the YWR’s.  
This trip will be open to all women, but it especially targets young women. It 
will include time to inform attendees about the mission of the LWML as well 
as to recruit younger women into LWML.  The trip is scheduled for Friday and 
Saturday, September 12 and 13. 

 

The Special Gifts Endowment Fund was established with Lutheran families in 
mind.  It provides a way to plan their estate and in the process provides for a 
loved one’s future, gives to the Lord through tax saving plans, and provides 
for the mission opportunities in the Oklahoma District.  

 

Estate planning goals may be accomplished in a variety of ways, including 
bequests, gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, life insurance, and life 
estate gifts.  In addition, gifts may be given in tribute to a deceased loved 
one, in honor of birthdays, anniversaries, or special accomplishments. This 
list is not limited: the giver names the person and the reason for the gift. 
 

During recent months, memorials were received for Fay Wirt, Arlene 
Fruehling, Gil Schmidt, Velma Cummings, and Ida Wuerflein. Also received 
were gifts in honor of the birthday of Marguerite Christman and two high 
school graduates, Calli Kaiser and McKayla Scott. 

 

Contributions are to be sent to the Oklahoma District Financial Secretary,  
P.O. Box 2326, Stillwater, OK, 74076. Questions may be directed to Krystine 
Gibson, Chairman. 

 

Submitted by  Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

Special Gifts Fund 
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Food for the Soul 
 

The Family of God 

 

In 1970, singer and songwriter Bill 
Gaither wrote the song “The Family of 
God.”  The song states that we be-
come joint heirs with Jesus because 
our sins have been washed away by 
the blood of Jesus, and that act of God 
brings us joy!  We can feel safe and 
secure despite what this world throws 
at us, because God‘s love for His fami-
ly is greater and stronger than anyone 
or anything.   

 

In today’s society the definition of fami-
ly becomes more and more complex, 
and families are torn apart by all forms 
of evil. We Christians can witness of 
the peace and hope we have as a part 
of God’s family.  Ephesians 5:1-2 tells 
us, “Be imitators of God, therefore, as 
dearly loved children and live a life of 
love, just as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us as a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God”  (NIV). May this 
be our prayer and purpose! 
 
 

Submitted by Pam Wiederkehr,  
Vice President of Christian Life 



The Time is NOW – an initiative to help the LWML refocus 
on our basic common core values: being in the Word, 
fellowship and encouragement, service, and missions. The 
LWML primary targets: Nurturing Faith in Christ, Sharing 
Encouragement, Making our Mission Meaningful, reflect 
those values and are the basis of planning for LWML 
committees, officers and societies in 40 districts across the 
states! 

 

The Time is NOW to encourage women to sign up for "Two 
Minute Tuesdays" through the website www.lwml.org. 
Short emails sent every other Tuesday contain ideas and 
words of encouragement. Two Minute Tuesdays are an 
effort to encourage women to share the Good News of 
Jesus and about LWML in short, non-threatening “pep 
talks” via email. 

 

 The Time is NOW to be in the study of God’s Word;  

 The Time is NOW to identify and encourage a woman 
you know to use her gifts and talents in service to God; 

 The Time is NOW to support missions at home and in 
the world through mites and prayers;  

 The Time is NOW to share the Good News of Jesus 
with those you meet daily.  

 

The sense is one of urgency, because it IS urgent. 
 

Submitted by Patti Ross, Public Relations 

MOST MINISTRIES EYEGLASS 
MINISTRY  

Each year, MOST Ministries provides recycled eyeglasses 
to people living in the developing nations around the 
world. Generous individuals, churches, and organizations 
across the U.S. collect and send used eyeglasses to 
MOST Ministries where they are sorted and tested by 
volunteers and repackaged for distribution through short-
term mission teams. 

 

The cost of a pair of glasses in many developing nations is 
equivalent to a year's salary. Without assistance from 
MOST Ministries, hundreds of thousands of people would 
go without the glasses they need to work, read, or attend 
school. MOST Ministries often provides the only pair of 
eyeglasses a person will ever own. 

 

We invite you to join in reaching the world that has yet to 
hear the Good News of God's love and saving grace 
through our eyeglass ministry. The LWML Oklahoma 
District has begun support of this project by collecting over 
500 pairs of eyeglasses and also making eyeglass cases 
at our April 2014 convention. 

 

Gently used eyeglasses can: 

Enable an adult to secure a job and support his or her 

family; 

Help a child to succeed in school; 

Enable a senior to continue to live independently; 

Assist a parent to see a child's face clearly for the first 

time. 

 

Your simple act of charity has the possibility of impacting 
many lives for years to come! 

 

In addition to being a truly worthwhile service activity for 
churches, schools and businesses, it is also a wonderful 
Sunday School, Youth Group or Eagle Scout mission 
project. All you need to know to get started is at 
www.mostministries.org/eyeglass_ministry. 

 

Submitted by Patti Ross, Public Relations 
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Leader Training Offered 

 

New zone and society officers will be elected this year dur-
ing Fall Fest activities. Officers and appointed personnel 
who desire to be equipped for their new roles are invited to 
attend the LWML Oklahoma District Leader Training Work-
shop,  9 a.m., Saturday, November 8, at Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior, Bethany. Hosted by the District Leader De-
velopment Committee, the day will include Bible study, 
leader training, and discussion. Following a light lunch, time 
will be provided to meet with others who have similar roles 
to learn from each other the tips and tricks that smooth the 
transition from one officer to another.  
 

More information will be available at Fall Fest but mark 
your calendar now. If you ever responded “I’m not really a 
leader…” this training is for you. Esther heard from her 
cousin Mordecai that perhaps she was placed in her role as 
queen for such a time as this. Perhaps you are a leader 
because the time is now to be a shining example.  

 

Submitted by Sherrie Schroeder,  
Vice President of Organizational Resources 



Extra School Kits? A Chance to Shine 
The surge of undocumented children crossing the Texas border has been top news in recent 
weeks. This humanitarian crisis is expected to continue, leaving children alone, afraid, and in 
need. Lutheran Social Services (LSS) was called to serve. By expanding their existing Office 
of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) in Texas, LSS is able to care for unaccompanied minors. 
Over 2,000 children are anticipated this year. 
 

One of the LSS goals is to engage the children in educational activities. Donations of school 
kits which include the following specific items are requested (Note: contents differ from LWR school kits): spiral note-
books (8x10.5, wide or college ruled), rulers (marked in inches and centimeters), pencil sharpeners, unsharpened #2 
pencils, ballpoint pens (black or blue), crayons (16 or 24 count) and pencil erasers.  
 

Donations may be gathered by congregations or sent directly by individuals to Lutheran Social Services of the South, 
8305 Cross Park Drive, Austin, TX 78754.To learn more, go to www.lss.org .  

 

Submitted by Delia Hansen, Vice President of Gospel Outreach 

Zion Lutheran Distributes 116 
LWML Quilts  
    

Over 116 LWML quilts were collected from all over the 
district for the “Celebrate Recovery” project in honor of the 
individuals affected by the F-3 tornado that hit Carney on 
May 19, 2013.  A BIG thank you to all the societies who 
donated quilts! 

 

Members of Zion Lutheran Church in Guthrie hosted a 
community dinner on May 17, 2014, in honor and 
celebration of those who survived the tornado that 
devastated the community one year earlier. With generous 
grants from the OK District LCMS, Zion was able to 
distribute $250 gift cards, Bibles, Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund devotional material, and LWML quilts.   
 

Pastor W.R. Rains, Zion, and Pastor Mark Duer, Cushing, 
and members of the congregation listened to stories of how 
the tornado had touched many lives. Prayers of praise and 
thanksgiving were offered up that evening. 
 

Pastor Rains expressed appreciation and thanks for the 
LWML quilts that were donated. He explained how touching 
it was to witness the joy and care that went into each 
individual’s selection of an LWML quilt. 
 

Zion still has about 25 quilts. They are planning a similar 
event to assist those who were affected by fires in the 
Guthrie area earlier this year.   

 

Submitted by Sharon Bomhoff, Mission Servants Chairman   

 

NEW MISSION SERVANTS COMMITTEE 

 

Please help welcome a new Mission Servants Committee:  
Chairman Sharon Bomhoff, Okarche; and members June 
Wadley, Guymon, and Amanda Long, Edmond.  

 

The members of the Mission Servants Committee welcome 
any ideas or suggestion for Mission Projects.   

YWRs plan 
float trip in 
September 

A district-wide Young 
Women's event is planned 
for September 12 and 13. 
Young women will be 
floating the Illinois River in 
Tahlequah and will stay at 

the War Eagle Resort. Friday activities include Bible study, 
a hot dog roast and s'mores! Saturday morning they will 
load up and head to the river for a day of floating and 
swimming. Cost is $15 and includes a bed at the 
bunkhouse, rent for a canoe or raft, dinner on Friday, and 
breakfast on Saturday. Those attending should bring 
snacks and drinks for Saturday’s river trip. Ice chests will 
be available to hold cold drinks for the day. It will be a 
weekend full of food, fellowship, and fun. Registration 
forms will be sent to each congregations, or anyone 
interested may request a form from Tish Mindemann at 
oklwmlywr1@gmail.com. Send the completed form to Tish 
by August 30th. Make checks payable to OKLWML.  

Submitted by Tish Mindemann, Young Woman Representative 
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Smiles for LWML Oklahoma 
District via www.amazon.com 

How to combine Internet shopping with contributions to the 
LWML Oklahoma District: Go to smile.amazon.com and 
enter your amazon account email address and password. 
Once entered, you will be asked to choose a charity to 
which you want your contribution sent. Enter “Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, Ponca City, OK.” Now, 
when you shop through smile.amazon.com, 0.5% of all 
your purchases will go to LWML Oklahoma District.  
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I remember when I heard of my friend and fellow LWML 
member Susan Bieber’s diagnosis of Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 
I had just seen her a couple of weeks earlier at our District 
Fall Retreat. I remember feeling helpless. How could I help 
the woman who helped me feel so welcome in the LWML? 
My husband shaved his head in solidarity when she started 
to lose her hair. I prayed and made sure that my church 
family prayed for her. Then Pastor Heckmann put out a 
series of Bible studies about stewardship. One of the ways 
he described being a good steward was as a steward of 
tissue. Being a blood or organ donor shows God’s love by 
giving the gift of health to someone else. Soon after Pastor 
Heckman released his study, Susan let us know about an 
amazing program that would let us be stewards of our 
tissue.  

Donators of bone marrow are needed across the country, 
and members of LWML can help. Be the Match is an 
organization that matches donors of bone marrow with 
those who need a transplant. To be a part of this project, 
those interested should go to www.bethematch.org and 
answer a few simple questions. The company will send a 
kit to the donator to swab his or her cheek, and then the 
donator sends it back so that the DNA can be tested. Once 
a match is found, the donor is contacted to arrange the 
donation of marrow. The testing is free for those women 
who are 44 years of age and younger, but those who are 
over the age limit can still help the cause. Young Woman 
Representatives are promoting this cause by selling T-
shirts at the Fall Fests. Proceeds will go to the Be the 
Match campaign to further research and fund testing.  

A congregation can get involved by calling the Oklahoma 
Blood Institute, having a blood drive, and informing people 
about the program at the blood drive. Having available 
laptops to assist people to register online is a good idea, 
too. This is a great way to give back and spread God's love 
to the community and the world. The likelihood of being a 
match is small, but registration is still important because 
you never know who you could help. Two current members 
of the Board of Directors have been in the registry for over 
10 years and have never been contacted but are ready to 
help when the time comes.  

Any questions may be directed to Tish Mindemann by 
email at oklwmlywr1@gmail.com or telephone at 580-588-
2308. Be the Hero. Be the Answer. Be the Match. 

Submitted by Tish Mindemann, Young Women Chairman 

Reflecting His Radiance through Time and Tissue 

Water for Body and Soul 

 

The need for clean water is great in Latin America, where 
 77 million people lack access to safe water, and 
 100 million people lack access to sanitation. 
In the developing world, 
 an average of 4,000 children die every day from disease related to unclean 

water, and 
 it is estimated that no less than 50% of all disease is water-related. 

 

Working with MOST Ministries through the Lutheran Church of Nicaragua, women 
from Oklahoma will travel to El Viejo, Nicaragua, November 29-December 6, 2014. The mission team will provide 
families with a sustainable water purification system, information on how to use the system, the reasons for its use, 
health and hygiene education, and a culturally appropriate Gospel presentation.  

  

In November 2012, Sharon Schmidt and Patti Ross toured a Nicaraguan village using filters, provided through a 2012-
2014 mission grant of the LWML Oklahoma District. Recipients reported less illness and fewer days away from school 
and work.  
 

The Lutheran Church of Nicaragua is active in reaching the neediest people in the area. The local church and pastors 
are able to make many contacts and share the Gospel message with all who come and receive help. 
 

Anyone desiring to join Sharon Schmidt, Patti Ross and Pearl Garrison from Tulsa on the November team may obtain 
information by contacting Patti Ross (p.ross@cox.net) or Debbie Suchtya at MOST Ministries, 
dsuchyta@mostministries.org. The team number is 1446.  

Submitted by Patti Ross, Public Relations 



Compassionate. Comforting. Merciful. Just a few words that 
remind us of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and His 
ministry. These words could also describe Rufus Comfort 
Dog, the newest staff member of St. Mark, Edmond.   

 

Training K-9 Comfort Dogs for LCMS Chaplains, LWML 
Grant #1, has been funded in total through faithful giving of 
mites by the women of the LWML. St. Mark, Edmond, was 
recently selected by Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) of 
Addison, Illinois, as the first Oklahoma church to receive a 
service trained LCC K-9 Comfort Dog. 

  

On Sunday, August 24, delegates from LCC, Addison, were 
in attendance for a Passing of the Leash, officially placing 
Rufus into service and recognizing St. Mark as an affiliated 
member in the LCC K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry.   

 

The LCC K-9 
Comfort Dog 
Ministry is a 
national 
ministry that 
utilizes the 
unique traits of 
golden 
retrievers to 
open 
opportunities to 
touch people 
with mercy and 
compassion. 
LCC 
established the 
ministry in 

2008. To date 
over 70 dogs 
have passed 

through the program. Placement of Rufus Comfort Dog at 
St. Mark makes Oklahoma the 11th state to receive a dog. 
Over 30 dogs have been placed in churches and schools 
nationwide. The dogs are trained to the level of service 
animals performing specific tasks when required, in this 
case bringing comfort to individuals and families who are 
suffering pain or loss. The dogs are utilized to calm 
individuals, facilitate conversation, work with special needs 
individuals, veterans, the elderly, and are even used in 
counseling situations.  

 

LCC K-9 Comfort Dog teams have been called and utilized 
in a number of crises nationwide including: Sandy Hook 
Elementary school shooting (Newtown, CT), Boston 
Marathon Bombings (Boston, MA), Fertilizer Plant 
Explosion (West, TX), Arizona Wildfires (Prescott, AZ), 
Colorado Flooding (Ft. Collins, CO), Arapahoe High School 
shooting (Centennial, CO) and several tornado damaged 
areas (Moore, OK, Washington, IL and most recently 
Mayflower, AR and Pilger, NE). Due to their efforts, the 
LCC Comfort Dogs have been featured on CNN with 

Anderson Cooper, ABC’s Good Morning America, and 
twice on NBC Nightly News with Brian Williams. 

 

On May 22, 2013, eight LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs were 
dispatched to Moore, Oklahoma, in response to the 
devastating tornadoes. They remained in Oklahoma for 
several weeks comforting victims in Moore, Shawnee, and 
El Reno. The Comfort Dogs walked through storm-
damaged 
neighborhoods, 
visited hospitals, 
and shared  
compassion with 
everyone they met.  
Members of St. 
Mark witnessed 

first‐hand how the 
Comfort Dogs were 
used in a 
community that had 
lost schools, 
businesses, homes, 
pets, friends, 
neighbors and 
families. As soon as the dogs appeared, people reached 
out to them. A peace seemed to come over their faces. 

 

During the response to the May tornado disaster, Rev. 
Mark Erler, St. Mark, extended an invitation to Moses 
Comfort Dog and his caregivers from Christ Lutheran, 
Cairo, Nebraska, to present the Comfort Dog Ministry to St. 
Mark’s congregation. Within weeks after Moses Comfort 
Dog’s presentation, St. Mark developed a ministry plan, 
obtained congregational approval, and set into motion the 
LCC process to become affiliated members in the LCC K-9 
Comfort Dog Ministry. This process involved fundraising 
efforts to secure funds necessary to acquire the trained 
Comfort Dog, as well as interview sessions with LCC 
directors and multiple trips to Addison, Illinois, for specific 
caregiver, handler, and ministry coordinator training. LCC  
Comfort Dogs are trained for more than a year and know 
and obey 47 different commands. Each human caregiver 
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Rufus receives his vest during the Passing 

of the Leash at St. Mark, Edmond.  

Rev. Mark Ehler bestows blessings 

upon Rufus and a few of his handlers. 
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and handler receives an intense “paws-on” three-day 
training to learn these commands and must pass the 
American Kennel Club (AKC) Canine Good Citizens test 
with the Comfort Dog. 

 

Rufus and his volunteer team of trained handlers at St. 
Mark will join the LCC Comfort Dog teams dispatched 

nationwide in crises response as 
ambassadors of Edmond and the 
State of Oklahoma. However, 
tragedies are not the only time that 
our communities need support and 
comfort. Hospitals, nursing homes, 
assisted living centers and other 
facilities have people and loved 
ones in need of comfort in trying or 
emotional times.  
 

Rufus may also visit public schools 
and college campuses to share 
God’s grace and love. The St. Mark 
Comfort Dog Ministry will provide 
opportunities to build relationships 
and show compassion, joy, and 
mercy through community outreach 
and community service at disability 
camps, Special Olympics, civic 
events, funerals, and crisis response 

with police and fire departments. Additionally, Rufus comes 
equipped for the “digital age.” He has his own business 
card and Facebook page. Rufus’ business cards note his 
assigned Bible verse, Isaiah 41:13, as well as his email 
address and Facebook account. The business card also 
details St. Mark’s contact information and website. Long 

after his initial 
touch, Rufus 
will continue 
to minister to 
followers and 
fans by 
posting 
updates, 
prayers, and 
words of 
encouragement 
and cheer to his 
Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/RufusComfortDog). 
 

Rufus enjoys a traditional dog’s life in the home of his 
caregivers, St. Mark’s Pastor Mark Erler and wife Erica. His 
vest removed, he is a regular dog that enjoys a game of 
fetch with his buddy Matthew or a bit of lounging and TV 
watching with Christopher, both sons of the Erlers. Living 
with and caring for Rufus is like living with any other dog. 
Once Rufus is vested, however, he understands that it is 
time to work. He heads into the mission field providing 
compassion, comfort, and mercy carried on four furry legs 
and accompanied by a “golden” smile.    
 

For more information, contact St. Mark Comfort Dog 
Ministry via email (office@stmarkedmond.org) or visit 
online at www.stmarkedmond.org. 
 

For information on Lutheran Church Charities and the LCC 
Comfort Dog Ministry read Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, 
Summer 2014, for the story of Adeena Comfort Dog and 
her friends. Visit www.lutheranchurchcharities.org or 
www.facebook.com/k9comfort. 

Submitted by Koey Keylon, member, St. Mark’s Comfort Dog Ministry  

Coming Soon 
Sonlighters LWML of Holy Trinity, 
Edmond, will host their 12

th 
Annual 

Holiday Bazaar, Saturday, 
November 8, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
This is their largest fundraising event 
of the year, and excitement is 
building as vendor registrations are 

received. The Family Life Center, Fellowship Hall, and 
hallways will bustle with vendors and shoppers. A 
continental breakfast and lunch will be available. Shoppers 
should plan to take home a delicious dessert from the bake 
sale. Door prizes will be given away. Funds from the 
bazaar are used to share the love and joy of Christ in 
Edmond, Oklahoma City, and the world.   
 

Crafters who would like to participate in the event may 
email LWMLbazaar@yahoo.com or call Linda at 405-824-
4152 to register. Holy Trinity is located at 308 N.W. 164

th
 

Street (15
th
 Street between Santa Fe & Western), Edmond.  

 

Submitted by Pam Nichols, member, Holy Trinity LWML 

Women Assemble Sunshine in 
a Box 

Women of St. John’s, Moore, met in July for Saturday 
brunch and the assembling of sunshine boxes. Twenty-one 
women enjoyed the LWML-sponsored brunch and activity. 
Each woman wrote Bible verses on 20 separate notes that 
were placed in small boxes. They decorated the boxes  
with stickers, jewels, flowers, and ribbon . Plans are to give 
the boxes to members unable to attend church due to age, 
illness, injury, or to neighbors or friends who may need a 
ray of sunshine added to their days.   

 

St. John’s women gather each year for such an event. This 
year’s event was inspired by a gift of sunshine boxes from 
a California congregation who sent them last summer after 
the Moore tornado. Those boxes were distributed by the 
Spiritual Care teams when visiting  families affected by the 
tornado.  

 

Submitted by Eloise Jones, St. John’s, Moore 

St. Mark adds Rufus Comfort Dog (cont. from p. 7) 

The Voice of Service 

Jackson, Eddie, Moses, Phoebe, and Louie 

joined Rufus on his special day.  

Koey Keylon makes 

introductions before 

the ceremony. 



 
Did you 
notice the 
new logo? 
 
 

If not, turn back to the front page. There. On the left. LWML 
Oklahoma District’s new logo, created by Betty Reichert, 
our district’s graphic designer, depicts what we are and 
what we do. You see OK in the background with the LWML 
acronym boldly placed forward. The cross as our guide, the 
words Lutheran Women in Mission states the heart of who 
and what we are.  
 

District, zone, and societies are welcome to use this logo 
on upcoming materials developed and printed. District PR 
Chairmen Bev England and Patti Ross ask, however, that 
as it is used they be notified so that its use, and how it is 
used, may be recorded.  
 

Submitted by Bev England, District PR Chairman 

  

 
 

Mites? Quarterly subscriptions? Delegate Fund? Be sure to complete the form below and send in with funds so that con-
tributions can be recorded appropriately. Quarterly subscription is $6.50/year, or $5 if 10 or more are sent to the same 
address. The Delegate Fund is $3/member/year. 

Page 9 Volume 47, Issue 3 

Lutheran World Relief will have a truck at St. Andrews 
Lutheran Church, 2555 Hyacinth Lane (I-235 and 25th 
Street North), Wichita, Kansas, on October 7 from 9 a.m. 
to noon.  

Daily devotions via email.  

Visit www.lwml.org to sign up for the daily Mustard Seed 
delivered to your email address.   

Have funds to contribute to the District?  



Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God 
so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 
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Oklahoma District Mission 
Grants for 2014-2016  
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In reflection of Christ's radiance, the LWML Oklahoma District Board voted on August 2 
to make eight mission grant payments totaling $27,000.  PRAISE BE TO GOD!   

 

Four months into this biennium, what an incredible accomplishment! We can be confident 
that these grant monies will touch the lives of many throughout the world, spreading the 
Word and saving grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

May God bless the LWML Oklahoma District and enable us to collect the mites to pay our 
19 mission grant recipients over the next two years. 

  Mission Grant Amount  Paid 

  1. Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) of Oklahoma Trailer and 

Equipment  
$9000     $4,500  

  2. Trinity/Hope Lutheran School, Lunch Program – Haiti  $5000    

  3. Concordia Seminary Food Co-op  - Fort Wayne, Indiana  $5000    

  4. Oklahoma District Professional Church Workers Scholarship  $12,000   $3,000 

  5. All Nations Hope Ministries Outreach to Muslim People in Oklahoma  $5000    

  6. Oklahoma District Ministerial Students - Christmas Gift  $6,000    

  7. Camp Lutherhoma Utility Vehicle – Tahlequah, OK  $6,500  $6,500 

  8. Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc – Tulsa, OK  $4000    

  9. Bibles for Orphans and Destitute- Orphan Grain Train  $5000  $2,500 

10. Mend Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Resource Center – Tulsa, OK  $5000  $2,500 

11. Boat Ministry in Southeast Alaska  $5000    

12. International Graduate Student Support, Concordia Seminary –  

St. Louis, MO  
$10,000    

13. Bridge Park Ministry – Lawton, OK  $5000  $2,500  

14. Supplies for Lutheran Seminary Students – Shiabongahabong,  

Indonesia  
$3000      $3,000 

15. MOST Ministries Eyeglass Mission Team Support  $5000  $2,500  

16. Faith Alive: Spanish Bible with Small Catechism  $3,500    

17. Mighty Fortress Mercy House – Lima, Peru  $3,000    

18. Deaconess Ministry in the Mission Field  $3,000    

19. Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch Chapel – Minot, ND  $1,200    

Total  $101,200  $27,000 

http://lutherhoma.com/
http://www.lbwinc.org/
http://mendpregnancy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BridgeParkProject
http://www.mostministries.org/welcome

