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 Oklahoma Zone Fall Fests will be 
held in September under the theme 
“Quenched by the Water, Fed by the 
Word.” Attendees will participate in 
Bible study, contribute to Gifts from 
the Heart, install new officers, and 
become acquainted with LWML’s 
mission projects for the 2013-2015 
biennium. The LWML store will feature 
new Mustard Seeds including 
“Daughters of the King,” “Love, 
Laughter, and Lullabies,” and “From 
Quiet Times to Noisy Love.”  
Pittsburgh Convention bears will be 
available. 

 

 The Bible study entitled “Quenched by the Water” is an adaptation of Donna 
Pyle’s 2013 Convention Bible study based on John 4:1-30.   

 

 Mission speakers include Dianna 
Just, Miami Zone; Rev. Nordeen and 
Meryem Bennai, Panhandle and 
Ponca City Zones; Karen Karner, 
Enid Zone. Representatives for the 
Chickasha Pregnancy Center will 
speak at Lawton Zone’s Fall Fest. 
Members of Holy Trinity’s mission 
team will speak on their trip to 
Guatemala when the Oklahoma City 
Zone meets for Fall fest.  
 
 

Fall Fests Set for September 

Fall Fest Locations 
Enid   Sept. 21 Zion, Fairmont 
Kingfisher  Sept. 21 Emmanuel, Kingfisher  
Lawton   Sept. 21 First, Chickasha  
Miami   Sept. 14 Redeemer, Claremore 
Oklahoma City Sept. 21 Messiah, Oklahoma City 
Panhandle  Sept. 28 Zion, Buffalo 
Ponca City  Sept. 21 Christ, Perry  
Tulsa    Sept. 21   Christ the Redeemer,  
       Tulsa, hosted by  
        King of Kings, Glenpool 

A “MITE” Challenge from Rev. Schneider 

 I was honored to be able to attend the 2013 LWML Convention in Pittsburgh with 
approximately 3,200 of my closest female friends in late June. What a wonderful 
convention! I was absolutely amazed at all of the ways that LWML is reaching out 
and touching the lives of individuals all over the world. 
     As we were wrapping up the convention, I asked Marguerite Christman if there 
was anything that I could bring back to Oklahoma for her, since my wife, Barb, and I 
had driven our car and Marguerite had flown to Pittsburgh. She asked me to take 
the purple name badge holders back with me. Well, the next 
thing I knew, I had 11 boxes of purple name badge holders that I 
was preparing to move from the convention center to our car. 
Barb was wondering just where I was going to make space for 
all of those boxes. 
 It was about that time that a gentleman came up to my wife, 
visibly shaken.   (continued on page 8).  
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 A recent birthday celebration I attended included a meal of barbeque 
chicken, homemade potato salad, corn on the cob, and a fresh fruit salad.  
We completed the evening with German chocolate cake and homemade 
ice cream.  Are you hungry yet?  God often uses the analogy of hunger and thirst in the Bible as 
humans have not only physical hunger but also a spiritual hunger.  

 

 Oklahoma District LWML has two opportunities for you to satisfy both your physical and spiritual 
hunger and thirst this fall.  “Quenched by the Water, Fed by the Word” is the theme for the Fall 
Fests.  With eight sites and three different dates, there is bound to be one you can attend.  
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. and the $10 cost includes Bible study, a mission speaker, and 
lunch.  Below are the dates and locations. 

 

       September 14 – Claremore 
       September 21 – Fairmont, Kingfisher, Chickasha, Perry, Oklahoma City (Messiah), and Tulsa 
             (Christ the Redeemer) 
       September 28 - Buffalo 

 

 The second opportunity is the Oklahoma Fall Retreat November 1-2, 2013, at Canyon Camp near Hinton.  The theme 
will be “Serving up the Gospel” and features a three-part Bible study, the appetizer, main course, and dessert of God’s 
Word.  There will be plenty of physical fun and food with campfire songs, roasting hot dogs and marshmallows, games, 
and time to enjoy the beautiful Red Rock Canyon!  The cost is only $61 dollars which includes retreat materials, all 
meals and hotel type rooms.   

 

 Bring your Bible and a friend to join me in wonderful Christian fellowship this autumn. 

 

Shine On!                         President Susan Brunkow 

Susan  

Brunkow 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”   
(Matt 5:16) 

Pens Ready? It’s Grant Writing Time! 
 Grant Proposals for the 2014-2016 biennium are being 
accepted. To be on the ballot for the Oklahoma District 
Convention April 25-26, 2014, they must be submitted by 
September 30. The mission grant process is open to 
congregations, schools, or communities whose programs 
meet the following criteria: 

 

 Are mission focused with emphasis on proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 Follow the mission of the LCMS 

 Are current and ready for implementation 

 Are affiliated with or approved by the LCMS and 
actively proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 Will continue as a long-term mission after LWML 
funding ends 

 Have the approval of district or partner churches in 
which proposed grant recipients are located unless 
said application is submitted by an LCMS Board or 
LCMS World Missions 

 
  

Details for writing a proposal can 
be found www.oklwml.org under 
“Grant Writing Aides.” All 
proposals must be postmarked 
by September 30, 2013.  If you 
have further questions, please 
contact Lori Steele, VP Gospel 
Outreach at 
loris8525@hotmail.com. 

Zone Banner Specs
 Each zone is requested to 
design and construct a banner 
that is 2 x 3 feet in size (the size 
of a wall hanging, for example). 
Banners should reflect the theme “Reflecting His 
Radiance” (see right), based on Isaiah 60:5a “Then you will 
look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with 
joy…” Banners should have a top casing for a dowel rod. 
Poles for carrying the banners will be provided at 
convention. Zone presidents will carry the banners during 
the opening procession.  

2014 District Convention Plans Underway 
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Jesus said, “Do not give what is holy to dogs nor throw our pearls to hogs, or they will trample 
them underfoot and then turn and tear you to pieces” (Matthew 7:6). We share the pearl of God’s 
grace and forgiveness through the Lord Christ with all the world. Yet some in the world hate it. 
“Who needs God?” they insist. 

 

Know when to share the Word  Jesus knew it was useless to share the Word with those who 
trample His truth under foot. When Jesus was on trial before Herod Antipas, Herod had no 
interest in the truth. He wanted to see Jesus perform a miracle. Herod’s request was for fun, not 
from faith.  Mockery awaited the miracle. Jesus remained silent.  

 

Believers in the early church regarded the Lord’s Supper as one of those precious pearls. The 
Didache, the first worship book of the early church written about AD 100, states, “Let no one eat 
or drink of your Eucharist except those baptized into the name of the Lord; for, as regards this, 
the Lord has said, ‘Do not give what is holy to dogs nor throw your pearls to hogs.’” Third century 

church father Tertullian complained that the heretics shared the Lord’s Supper with unbelievers: “That which is holy 
[these heretics] cast to dogs and pigs.”  

 

God’s law and gospel are to be shared with everyone. All are to be called to change their evil ways and seek 
forgiveness. No one believed this more than the apostle Paul. He shared God’s truth with all, until they rejected the Word 
and stiff-armed God’s grace. Then he “shook the dust from [his] feet in protest against them” and discontinued sharing 
the pearls (Acts 13). 

  

Don’t give up living for Jesus  Does all this mean we are to abandon some people forever? No. What our Christian 
words can’t do, perhaps our Christian lives can do. Our lives can make people reconsider the Lord and His call to lay 
their sins at the foot of His cross. God’s Word, Christ’s Work, and the Spirit’s Witness can make a difference, does make 
a difference, will make a difference as you continue serving God and His people through the likes of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League. 

 

A man from the Middle East gave the same advice:  “Your conduct among the surrounding peoples in your different 
countries should always be good and right, so that although they may slander you as evil-doers yet when troubles come, 
they may glorify God when they see how well you conduct yourselves” (1 Peter 2:12, Phillips). 

 

  Pastor Ron Simpson, Oklahoma LWML Pastoral Counselor 

Pastoral Insights                       

Special Gifts Fund  
 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms…so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ”   
(1 Peter 4:10-11). 

 

Linda Gage, LWML Gift Planning Counselor, was guest speaker at the Oklahoma District Board of 
Directors meeting in August. She stressed the importance of planning to be able to fulfill our 
heartfelt charitable desires to grow God’s kingdom while we plan for our families and ourselves.  
Understanding stewardship goals is vital when setting a lifetime plan for giving. 

The Oklahoma District Special Gifts Fund was established to receive gifts and bequests from any 
individual, firm or corporation, in money, in securities, or in any other form of property. These gifts 
may be in memory of any deceased person or in appreciation or recognition of any living person. 
Gifts in the form of a devise or bequest under Will or Trust instrument, and gifts or proceeds or 
portions of proceeds of insurance, annuity, or endowment policies or contracts may be received by 
the Fund at any time.  

 

Let’s draw together and thank our Lord Jesus for the men and women who give of themselves to 
protect our freedom and our safety. We all know people who serve our country and communities. A 
donation to the Oklahoma District Special Gifts Fund is a great way to honor those who are serving 
or have served. Mail your gift to Leola Thiemann, OK Dist. Financial Secretary, P. O. Box 2326, 
Stillwater, OK 74076-2326. Your gift will be acknowledged to person being honored or their family.   

 

Free resources to help you in your prayerful planning are available through LWML. In you have 
questions, contact Krystine Gibson, Chairman. 

Submitted by Krystine Gibson, Special Gifts Chairman 

Our Father in 

Heaven, we thank 

You for the financial 

resources and 

opportunities to plan 

for our families. 

Guide us in wise 

investments. May 

these financial 

blessings You provide 

continue the work of 

Your kingdom here 

on earth.  

In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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Pittsburgh Highlights 

 

 

 Six districts hosted the 35th Biennial LWML Convention 
in Pittsburgh June 27-30, 2013. Smiling faces above bright 
yellow t-shirts with red and turquoise collars were 
everywhere: in the airport, at hotels, beside escalators, at 
meeting room doors. They were prepared to assist 
everyone who had come to be "Quenched! by the Water."  

 
 

 
 

 Over 3100 were in attendance, and over 60 of them 
were from Oklahoma. Oklahomans flew, drove, and arrived 
by chartered coach (also known as "the bus"), bringing 
their offerings, their Gifts from the Heart, and their willing 
hands. 

 

 The four offerings taken during Convention totaled over 
$136,000, and the Mission Pledge Walk brought an 
additional $69,500. Over 22,000 items were brought for 
Gifts from the Heart--bath kits, devotional kits, books, and 
quilts, to name a few. During the servant activities, women 
donated blood, made Gospel bracelets, marked Bibles, 
and assembled a book of the Bible in Braille.  In the exhibit 
area, almost 90 booths were set up to tell of various 
ministries, colleges, and 
activities within the LWML. 
 

 Amazing worship 
services began and ended 
the Convention. Only those 
who have attended such a 
gathering can imagine 
thousands of voices raised 
in hymns of praise to God. 
Proclaimers Rev. Dr. Dien 
Ashley Taylor and Rev. Dr. 
Victor Belton preached 
words of encouragement 
and direction to share the 
Word that gives life and 
salvation. Donna Pyle 
based the daily Bible study 
on the story of the 
Samaritan woman at the 
well. Her presentation brought 
both laughter and tears to the 
assembly. Missionaries from as 
near as Kansas and as far as 
China shared stories of their use 
of LWML mission grants. 

 

 District President Susan Brunkow, accompanied by 
YWRs Shawna Roggow and Tish Mindemann, carried the 
District banner in the opening processional. Unsung Hero 
Joan Miller walked in another processional with honorees 
from all over the United States. Meryem Bennai joined 28 
other Heart to Heart sisters as they shared their stories and 
their ministries to ethnic women. 

The Voice of Service 

District President Susan Brunkow (right) with 

YWR’s Shawna Roggow and Tish Mindemann in 

Katie Schroeder, 

Oklahoma District 

Treasurer, with her 

daughter Rachel 

Haider 

Joyce Von Dielingen, 

Vice President of  

Christian Life 
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 About 30 Oklahomans rode the chartered bus, singing, 
praying, visiting, sharing snacks, and even playing cards. 
Several asked, "Where are we going next? When is that? 
Can we sign up for the bus right now?"  The next national 
convention will be in Des Moines, and--if the 2013 bus rid-
ers have any influence at all--a bus will certainly be char-
tered again! 

 

Submitted by Myrna Lou Meyer, Vice President of Communication 
 
 
 

 
Future LWML Conventions: 
2015: Des Moines, IA  — June 25-28 
2017: Salt Lake City, UT — June 22-25 
2019: Birmingham, AL— June 27-30 
 

Peggy Gottschalk (left) made our district banner. On 

the right is Joan Miller, Oklahoma’s Unsung Hero. 

Both are from Christ, Perry.  

Debbie Hooper, 

Ponca City Zone 

President, and Es-

ther Bersche, Re-

cording Secretary, 

ready for a mission 

walk.  

Lori Steele, Vice 

President of Gospel 

Outreach, Laura 

Schaulat, Immanuel, 

Oklahoma City, and 

Tish Mindemann, 

YWR, are rockin’ 

that mission walk.  

John Christman joins 

his mother Marguerite 

Christman, LWML 

Convention Manager, 

at convention. 

Ask your pastor if he 
received materials 
for this special ser-
vice that raises 
awareness of God’s 
continued blessings 
on the mission of the 

LWML. Downloadable materials are at www.lwml.org. 
Click on events. Find and click on LWML Sunday. Fo-
cused on Luke 24:44-53, this year’s service was written 
by Rev. Dr. Dien Taylor. Graphics were designed by Janet 
Hurta, Waco, Texas. To assure availability, societies are 
asked to order any materials by September 1. With bulle-
tin cover order, societies will receive a CD of the current 
LWML mission grants.  



Page 6 

LWML Responds to Recent Storms 

 The note of hope and encouragement written by thir-
teen year old Alexa Martin, an LWML Teen, read:  

 

 “Dear Friend, We are truly heartbroken at all the devas-
tation you and your town have suffered.  We are sending 
you these spiritual packages that we hope will benefit you 
greatly.  We are keeping you in our thoughts and prayers.  
I hope that God will wrap his loving arms around you and 
your town.  Love, Your Friend at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in Tulsa.”   

 

 Alexa, along with other LWML women and members of 
the congregation, wrote heartfelt messages that were in-
cluded in the Spiritual Care Kits sent to the people of 
Moore who suffered a devastating tornado on May 20, 
2013.   

 

 Being 120 miles away in Tulsa, a member of Our Sav-
ior’s LWML society was compelled to action but was un-
sure how to help. The local news organizations in Moore 
were discouraging people from coming to help as the first 
responders were the only ones allowed into the area. Ask-
ing for God’s intervention, she contacted a fellow LWML 
member, Myrna Lou Meyer, to see how they might pro-
ceed with assistance. Myrna said, “How about Spiritual 
Care Kits?” 

 

 Dee Schultz and Claudette Brown, the Public Relations 
team for the Tulsa Zone LWML, organized a collection 
point to store the items that would be gathered. Emails 
were sent to other Tulsa Zone LWML societies, and a 
phone calling tree was used to contact all members at Our 
Savior. 

 

 Along with the 99 Spiritual Care Kits, items collected 
included shovels, gloves, masks, trash bags, bottled water 
and flashlights. 

 

 On Sunday June 2
nd

 the items were taken to the distri-
bution center at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Moore 
where they were gratefully accepted.  

Submitted by  Dee Schultz, Tulsa  Zone 

 May 20 changed the lives of 13,000 people when an 
EF5 tornado touched ground, cutting a 17-mile destructive 
path through Newcastle, Moore, and Little Axe, Oklahoma. 
The day before it had been Shawnee and Carney’s turn. 
May 31, it was El Reno’s. Two weeks of unstable weather 
conditions lingered over our state.  

 

 St. John’s, Moore, positioned themselves to respond to 
the needs of the community. A disaster relief distribution 
center was established in the parking lot. Household and 
personal items, food, water, and hand tools were provided 
for community families. Spiritual care teams, armed with 
Bibles, devotional materials, and gift cards for immediate 
needs, journeyed into shattered neighborhoods. As fami-
lies moved into hotels, teams met with them there offering 
comfort and care. Scholarships for St. John’s summer 
camp were offered to children displaced by the tornadoes, 
allowing parents to leave their children in a safe, Christ-
filled atmosphere as they dealt with the business of getting 
their homes in order. Volunteer work crews from all over 
the nation registered through St. John’s, donned yellow 
LCMS disaster relief vests, and  cleared debris in yards, 
homes, and parks throughout the area.  

 

 Oklahoma District LWML societies responded, too. 
Over 250 spiritual care kits were sent to St. John’s. They 
were distributed to families through the distribution center 
and through the spiritual care teams.  

 

 Over 500 quilts and blankets arrived from all over the 
nation. These were teamed with donated sheets and dis-
tributed through the center. When the center closed at the 
end of July, the spiritual care teams began giving them to 
families who came to St. John’s for spiritual care and fi-
nancial assistance.  

 

 Oklahoma District LWML responded also by volunteer-
ing to man the distribution center. Jill Fischaber, Oklaho-
ma City Zone PR Representative, answered the call to 
coordinate volunteers. She contacted zones and societies 
encouraging members to carpool to St. John’s for an after-
noon of volunteering. LWML societies responded by send-
ing volunteers from as far away as Ponca City, Tulsa, and 
Lawton.  

 

 The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
reimburses disaster areas $18 per hour for volunteer work. 
To date, 4800 hours have been submitted. Another 4700 
will be submitted. In the past, reimbursements have fund-
ed building projects and paid the overtime accrued by first 
responders. Many of those hours were clocked by LWML 
society members on the property of St. John’s. 
  

 The distribution center has closed, but the work contin-
ues. The need for spiritual care kits is ongoing. “Welcome 
Home” kitchen kits are being donated for families returning 
to their homes. Ask your zone officers for details on this 
project.  

Submitted by Karen Karner, Disaster Response Coordinator 

The Voice of Service 
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   Around the District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food for the Soul 

Mark 6:31b  "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet 
place and get some rest."  

 

 Retreat: act of retiring or withdrawing from what is 
difficult, dangerous, or disagreeable. 

 

 Retreats are taken by businesses, societies, and 
congregations. "Getting away from it all" is a pleasant 
thought. Time to relax, refresh, and recharge our 
energies is desirable and profitable. Jesus suggested 
that His disciples get away with Him for some quiet time 
and rest. Jesus did the same. Matthew 14:23a says, 
"After he dismissed them (the crowds) he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray.  

 

 The LWML Fall Retreat at Canyon Camp near Hinton 
would be a great chance to come away from all the 
bustle of life and spend some time in Bible study and 
fellowship with Christian sisters, to relax, refresh, and 
recharge. 

 

 We can also have personal mini-retreats by finding a 
quiet spot to spend time with Jesus in Word and in 
prayer. God will bless our time with Him whether it is a 
formal retreat or daily mini-retreats in His Word and 
prayer.   

 

Submitted by Joyce Von Dielingen, 
Vice President of Christian Life 
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Fall Retreat set for November  1 & 2 
 Oklahoma LWML will retreat to Canyon Camp, Hinton, 
Oklahoma, for two days of relaxation, fellowship, and Bible 
study. Meals will be provided. Lodging will be in motel-style 
rooms. Registration will begin at 5:00 p.m. on Friday. Activ-
ities will include a picnic supper and s’mores around the 
campfire. The retreat will end at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday.  

 

 Besides Bible study and singing around the campfire, 
attendees will enjoy a prayer walk and a special visit from 
the Swedish Chef (think the Muppets). Attendees are 
asked to bring their Bibles, flashlights, and teapots. While 
coffee and water will be provided during meals, attendees 
wishing sodas or snacks should provide their own.  

 

 Cost of the retreat is $61 based on triple occupancy. 
For registration information, go to www.oklwml.org and 
click on meetings and conventions. All information, includ-
ing registration forms can be downloaded from there. A 
map with directions from different parts of the state is pro-
vided. Cell phone service is not available in Canyon Camp.   

Speaking of Bible study... 
 Joyce Von Dielingen, Vice President of Christian Life 
has spent many hours recently inventorying district Bible 
studies and other devotional materials. Having inherited 
the collection, she set as a goal organizing all materials 
into a user-friendly check-out system. Zones and societies 
searching for materials may want to check with Joyce prior 
to purchasing.  

 

 Two studies available for zone and society use are 
“Your Strong Suit” and “Overflowing Abundance” by Don-
na Pyle. DVDs accompany the Bible studies and are avail-
able for checkout. Societies wishing to use them will need 
to purchase workbooks for each participant in their groups. 
To check out the DVDs, contact Joyce at 
dvondiel@earthlink.com.  

Trouble accessing web-based 
LWML news?  
You go to www.oklwml.org, but you can’t download the 
documents? If that happens to you, try opening the docu-
ment in another browser. Sometimes opening your Inter-
net in Foxfire or Google Chrome solves the issue. Just go 
to the website of any Internet browser, download the 
browser, and save the icon to your desktop. When you get 
online, click on the newer icon. Attempting another brows-
er may solve your issue.  
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 He was looking for a cross that his father had 
given him years before. He had inadvertently taken 
it off with his name badge holder and put it into one 
of the boxes. Getting his contact information, we 
assured him that we would go though the boxes, 
find the cross and return it to him after we returned 
to Oklahoma. 
    Upon our return home, Barb and I, along with 
our daughter, Megan, began to go through the 
boxes of name badge holders looking for the cross. 
We decided that since we were going through the 
name badge holders we might just as well clean 
them up and get them ready for the next time they 
would be used. In the process, we not only found the cross and 
returned it to a very grateful man, we also discovered that some of our 
lovely ladies left change in their purple name badge holders. A quarter 
here, a nickel or dime there, a penny or a dollar—it all added up. 
     By the time we were finished with the name badge holders, we had 
accumulated $31.58.  Then a thought occurred to us. What if every 
society in Oklahoma, or even across the US, would match that amount 
found in the recycled purple name badge holders? It would add up 
quickly to augment our national mission goal. 
     At the convention we were encouraged to be creative in ways to 
increase our Mite giving. My family thought of a creative way to do just 
that with the funds found in the purple name badge holders. I brought 
the idea to the Oklahoma District Board Meeting in early August. 
Everyone thought it was a wonderful idea. In fact, my home church 
decided it was such a great idea that they decided to double the match. 
The District Treasurer had already received a check for $63.16 and was 
wondering what it was for. 
     The members of the Oklahoma LWML Board also thought we should 
encourage societies all across the country to join the challenge. Just 
think, if only 1000 societies were able to match that $31.58, then the 
first mission goal for the next biennium would be met. Our first mission 
grant goal is $30,000 for the comfort dogs. Here in Oklahoma, we are 
very fond of those dogs as they came to Moore and helped countless 
people in the aftermath of the deadly tornadoes. 
     Mighty MITES! Just think of what this would mean as we reach out 
to meet our Mission grant goal for the next biennium! Let those MITES 
loose!!! 

Submitted by Rev. Bill Schneider,  Oklahoma LWML Sr. Counselor 
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A “MITE” Challenge 
(continued from page 1) 

 

Bylaws Beacon 

Mary Fischaber, Chair of Structure, reports that she 
is in need of a copy of society and zone bylaws. 
Zones and societies are encouraged to email Mary 
with a copy of these bylaws. Mary can be reached at 
muttifisch@gmail.com.  

 Here in 
America, the 
vibrant print or 
stripe of a pil-
lowcase invites 
us to lay our 
heads in rest. 
In the nation of 
Africa, that 
same pillow-
case can be a 
dress that 
keeps a young 
girl safe. Easily 
formed by us 
with our sewing 
machines, the 
pillowcase dress provides a vibrant garment 
that tells those who would take advantage that 
a young girl is of importance and not to be 
treated illegally.  
 Teens from Our Savior, Tulsa, joined their 
LWML to sew a variety of pillowcase dresses 
for girls in Africa. Thirty-seven dresses in three 
different sizes were given personal embellish-
ments. A cross was placed in the pocket of 
each dress. The dresses were delivered to 
girls in Africa by Rev. and Mrs. Spomer, Im-
manuel, Broken Arrow. This service project 
provided an opportunity for the eight teens to 
learn sewing, serging and garment assembly. 
The dresses were modeled by all ages and 
sizes during coffee time on Sunday morning 
between services.  

Submitted by Claudette Brown, Our Savior, Tulsa 

Girls of Our Savior model pillowcase dresses 

Safety in a  
Pillowcase 

President Susan Brunkow, 

displays pillowcase dress at 

Spring P.I.N.G. 

Rev. Bill Schneider 



Our Mission Grants for 2012-2014  
Grant                     Amount  Paid 
 

1. Oklahoma Ministerial Students —Christmas money        $10,000  $5,000 

2. Orphan Grain Train, Orphans and Battered Women—Lithuania     $  3,400  $3,400 

3. Trinity/Hope Lutheran Schools in Haiti—Lunch Program       $  5,000 

4. Oklahoma Professional Church Workers Scholarship Fund      $10,000  $7,500 

5. MOST Ministries, Water Outreach Program—Family Water Systems    $  5,000  $5,000 

6. Cristo Rey “Food for Thought” Mission Outreach—Oklahoma City     $  3,500 

7. Camp Lutherhoma Kitchen Renovations—Tahlequah         $  8,500  $8,500 

8. Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch Flood Restoration          $  4,000  $4,000 

9. Catechisms for Oklahoma’s Burmese Immigrants—Guymon and Oklahoma City $  3,000  $3,000 

10. Lutheran Braille Workers—Tulsa             $  3,000  $3,000 

11. Alice Brauer’s Nutrition Program for children—India        $     500  $   500 

12. Lutheran Blind Missions—Audio Bible Study          $  3,000  $3,000 

13. MEND Medical Clinic and Pregnancy Assistance—Tulsa       $  3,000  $3,000 

14. Family Promise, Aid to Homeless Families—Lawton        $  5,000  $5,000 

15. Lutheran Malaria Initiative               $  3,000  $3,000 

16. Hands of Mercy, Special Needs—Yambia, Sudan         $  5,000  $2,500 

17. OK District Lutheran 6th Grade, Camp Lutherhoma Scholarship      $  1,600  $1,600 

18. 1001 Orphans—Kenya               $  2,000  $2,000 

19. OK Teen LWML Scholarship Assistance, LWML Convention 2013     $  2,000 rolled over 

20. Hospital Addition, Christian Welfare Center—Malappuram, India     $  8,000  $8,000 

21. Training Future Pastors—Uganda             $  2,500  $2,500 

22. Student Tuition Scholarship, Good Shepherd Lutheran School—MWC    $  1,000  $1,000 

                  TOTAL  $92,000   $71,500 

Dear 
Heavenly 

Father, we 
thank You for 

Your love 
through 

Jesus. We ask 
Your 

continued 
blessing on 
our mission 
grants. May 

they give 
witness to the 
saving grace 
of Your  Son. 

In Jesus' 
name we 

pray. Amen. 
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 It’s September. Back to all things school and work relat-
ed. How will you recycle the mountain of printer cartridges 
that will grow when you print school and work reports, Pow-
erPoint presentations, and LWML newsletters? Have you: 

 contacted your congregation’s main office and provided 
personnel a box in which to place used cartridges? 

 spoken with your supervisor in your office about obtain-
ing the used cartridges for LWML efforts (thus providing 
an opportunity to share with coworkers the mission of 
LWML)?  

 asked your children’s school staff for them?  
 These opportunities turn trash that would fill our landfills 
into cash that benefits our district. Lists of accepted items 
(including electronics) are available at www.oklwml.org.  

Do we still recycle stamps for missions? Yes, but there 
are guidelines.  
Which stamps are accepted? Commemorative Forever 
stamps (no flags or Christmas), those depicting famous 
people or raising awareness of causes or events in history.  
Are foreign stamps accepted? Yes. 
Mine are really old. Still accepted. 
Do they need to be cancelled? Yes. Send a card to an 
LWML member and ask her to save the stamp. 
Anything special about removing the stamp? Do NOT 
soak the stamp off envelopes. Instead trim from envelopes 
leaving 1/4 inch of space all around.  
Then what? Send them to Debbie Hooper, 309 E. Marie 
Drive, Stillwater, OK, 74075-1621 

Recycling Updates   Stamps of Approval 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to 
the people of the world. 

Hands of Mercy, Special Needs—Yambia, Sudan: 

The following was a report given by Deaconess Pat Nuffer, Yambia, Sudan:  

 It was truly an especially charged-up day. The people of Hands of Mercy had been waiting all morning, 
having gotten the word “it” was arriving. Their three-wheeled bicycles littered the grounds, but the area 
under the big tree where Hands of Mercy all began in 2005 was cleared and ready for the arrival. People 
chatted away, some crocheted the plastic strips into tote bags for sale while they waited; some milled 
round the shop waiting for people to come buy sugar or tea. Everyone was there because I had an-

nounced today was the day their vehicle would arrive.  

 To most of us, getting a car is more of a necessity than a big event. To the people of Hands of Mercy, 
however, owning a vehicle indicates that you’re an important person. Most of them walk, unless they have 
three-wheeled bicycles. But a person with a physical or mental disability has no hope of bringing a bride 

price or even working in the fields for food. Personal importance is not a part of self-image. 

 When the car came and each person got to climb into the driver’s seat and get his or her picture taken, 
that status changed, if only for a few minutes. The car was their ticket to having a “real school” for children 

with special needs, the kind of school that they were denied or not able to attend as children.  

 Our special needs classroom had children, five little ones identified with cerebral palsy. The children 
used wheelchairs at home. The chairs were purchased last year from the Joni and Friends program, 
Wheels for the World. We also had a teacher, Stephen, who used his bicycle to visit each child once a 
week last year. We had toys and school supplies. But we had no way to safely get the children to and from 

school each day. 

 The Oklahoma district LWML grant funding has been the seed money for the silver RAV 4 that arrived 
on April 24, 2013. I had purchased it in Juba, the capitol city, and had it driven to us by one of our pastors 
on his return to Yambio. The two-day journey had been tough on the car. A bridge was out and it had to be 
driven through high water. It stalled, had to be pulled out, and the new oil and filters changed for a price. It 
arrived, though, to much excitement. The pastor opened a hymnal, and we dedicated it, praying over the 

vehicle and then turning over the keys to Stephen, our licensed driver.  

 The next day, we would open our school for the second time. A year ago, our school ended after only 
two weeks because moms were either carrying the children to school or arranging for a motorcycle taxi. 
We simply could not continue that way, so Stephen, our itinerant teacher, biked to their homes on Satur-

days. But now with the RAV 4, the children can attend a real classroom. 

 What the Lord has in store for our special needs classroom, only He knows at this point. But through 
your faithful giving, we have accomplished one goal: a vehicle, a real classroom, and real hope for people 

with disabilities in South Sudan. They would all say to you, “Tambuahe, M’Bori,” thanks be to God.  

Submitted by Deaconess Pat Nuffer, Hands of Mercy 

Keeping track of Donations 

 Zones and societies donate handmade quilts, spiritual care kits, school kits, sewing 
kits, and many other kits throughout each year. These donations find their ways to peo-
ple whom God chooses. Keeping track of donations can be difficult at times, but a new 
online tracking system implemented by Lutheran World Relief is making that easier. 
Zones and societies are encouraged to go to www.lwr.org/tracker to enter and keep 
track of their donations. After packing goods, congregations print out a barcode to put 
on boxes. Then congregations can track the boxes as they journey around the world.   
 

The Voice of Service 

Shining around the World: 
Mission Grant News 


